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Abstract: This guide provides a brief history of vice, examining its
multifaceted nature across different cultures and historical periods. We'll
explore the evolving definitions of vice, its social and economic impacts,
and the strategies employed to control or regulate it. The guide also touches
on the ethical and philosophical considerations surrounding the concept of
vice, highlighting common pitfalls in historical analysis and offering best
practices for researching this complex subject.

Introduction: Defining and Understanding Vice

"A brief history of vice" is inherently challenging due to the subjective and
ever-shifting nature of what constitutes "vice." Across cultures and time
periods, actions and behaviors deemed morally reprehensible have varied
significantly. What was once considered acceptable might later be condemned,
and vice versa. This guide will navigate this complexity by exploring common
threads across different societies while acknowledging the crucial role of
cultural context. We will examine the historical development of concepts like
temperance, chastity, and honesty, and how their transgressions have been
defined and punished.

H1: Ancient Civilizations and the Seeds of Vice

Ancient societies, from Mesopotamia to ancient Greece and Rome, grappled with
concepts of vice. Their legal codes and philosophical discussions reveal
early attempts to define and control behaviours deemed detrimental to social
order. For instance, the Code of Hammurabi detailed punishments for theft and
adultery, illustrating the early connection between law and the suppression
of vice. Greek philosophers like Aristotle explored virtue and vice within
their ethical frameworks, establishing a foundation for future moral
philosophy. A brief history of vice in these eras reveals a fascinating
interplay between religious beliefs, social norms, and legal systems in
shaping perceptions of moral transgression.

H2: The Medieval and Renaissance Periods: Religious Influence and Shifting
Norms

The medieval period saw the Church play a dominant role in defining and



regulating vice. The seven deadly sins - pride, envy, wrath, sloth, avarice,
gluttony, and lust - became central to understanding moral failings. A brief
history of vice in this era showcases the powerful influence of religious
doctrine on societal values and the methods used to enforce moral codes,
including confession, penance, and excommunication. The Renaissance, with its
renewed interest in classical thought, witnessed a more nuanced approach to
morality, yet the struggle to define and control vice persisted.

H3: The Enlightenment and the Rise of Secular Morality

The Enlightenment brought about a significant shift in the understanding of
vice. Reason and individual liberty became central tenets, leading to a
questioning of traditional religious authorities. While some vices remained
condemned, the focus shifted towards examining their social causes and
consequences. This period saw the rise of new forms of vice regulation
through social reform movements and the development of more secular legal
systems. A brief history of vice during this era emphasizes the changing role
of the state and society in addressing moral concerns.

H4: The 19th and 20th Centuries: Industrialization, Urbanization, and the
Evolution of Vice

Industrialization and urbanization dramatically changed the landscape of
vice. Rapid societal transformations gave rise to new forms of vice,
including alcohol abuse, gambling, and prostitution, which became significant
social problems. The response varied from strict prohibition to attempts at
social reform and rehabilitation. A brief history of vice in this period
reveals the complex relationship between economic development, social change,
and the ongoing struggle to define and control morally questionable
behaviour.

H5: The 21st Century and the Digital Age: New Challenges and New Forms of
Vice

The digital age presents unprecedented challenges in understanding and
regulating vice. The internet and social media have created new avenues for
vice, including cyberbullying, online gambling, and sexting. The speed and
scale of online interaction necessitate new strategies for addressing these
modern forms of vice. A brief history of vice, extended into the 21st
century, demonstrates the continuous adaptation of both vice itself and the
efforts to regulate it.

Best Practices and Common Pitfalls in Studying a Brief History of Vice:

Contextualization: Always consider the historical and cultural context. What
was considered vice in one society may not have been in another.

Source Criticism: Critically evaluate your sources, acknowledging potential
biases and limitations.

Avoid Moralizing: Strive for objective analysis, avoiding judgmental language
and imposing contemporary moral values on past societies.

Interdisciplinary Approach: Draw on insights from various disciplines,
including history, sociology, law, and anthropology.

Conclusion:



A brief history of vice reveals a complex and ever-evolving narrative. The
concept of vice is profoundly shaped by cultural values, religious beliefs,
and social structures. While the specific forms of vice have changed across
time and place, the underlying struggle to define and control morally
questionable behavior remains a constant throughout human history.
Understanding this history allows us to better address the challenges posed
by vice in the present day.

FAQs:

1. How has the definition of vice changed over time? The definition of vice
has fluctuated dramatically depending on cultural norms, religious
beliefs, and social structures. What was once considered acceptable
behavior might later become condemned, and vice versa.

2. What are the major historical periods that have significantly shaped our
understanding of vice? Key periods include ancient civilizations, the
medieval and Renaissance periods, the Enlightenment, the 19th and 20th
centuries, and the 21st century digital age.

3. What role has religion played in shaping our understanding of vice?
Religion has historically played a significant role, with religious
doctrines often defining moral boundaries and prescribing punishments
for vice.

4. How has the legal system responded to different forms of vice throughout
history? Legal systems have employed various strategies, from strict
prohibitions to more nuanced approaches, reflecting changing social
attitudes and moral standards.

5. What are some examples of new forms of vice emerging in the digital age?
Cyberbullying, online gambling, internet pornography, and online
harassment are some examples.

6. What are the ethical considerations involved in studying the history of
vice? Researchers must avoid moralizing, approach the subject
objectively, and respect the diverse moral values of different cultures
and historical periods.

7. What are the potential social and economic impacts of vice? Vice can
have wide-ranging consequences, including crime, poverty, public health
issues, and social instability.

8. What are some effective strategies for addressing vice in modern
society? Strategies include a mix of legal regulation, social programs,
public awareness campaigns, and individual responsibility.

9. How does studying the history of vice help us understand contemporary
moral issues? It provides a crucial perspective on the fluidity of moral
standards, the social construction of vice, and the ongoing societal
struggle to balance freedom and order.

Related Articles:



1. The History of Drunkenness: Explores the cultural and social history of
alcohol consumption and its impact throughout history.

2. The Evolution of Prostitution: Examines the historical context of
prostitution, its regulation, and its societal impact.

3. Gambling Through the Ages: Traces the history of gambling, exploring its
various forms and the social and economic consequences.

4. Vice and the Law: A Historical Perspective: Analyzes the role of law in
regulating vice throughout history.

5. The Seven Deadly Sins: A Historical Analysis: Investigates the origins
and evolution of the seven deadly sins concept.

6. Vice in Victorian England: Focuses on the various forms of vice present
during the Victorian era and societal responses to them.

7. The History of Drug Use and Addiction: Explores the history of various
substances and their social impact.

8. Vice and Social Reform Movements: Examines the historical role of social
reform movements in addressing vice.

9. The Economics of Vice: Analyzes the economic aspects of vice, including
its impact on the economy and its regulation.

a brief history of vice: A Brief History of Vice Robert Evans, 2016-08-09 A celebration of the
brave, drunken pioneers who built our civilization one seemingly bad decision at a time, A Brief
History of Vice explores a side of the past that mainstream history books prefer to hide. History has
never been more fun—or more intoxicating. Guns, germs, and steel might have transformed us from
hunter-gatherers into modern man, but booze, sex, trash talk, and tripping built our civilization.
Cracked editor Robert Evans brings his signature dogged research and lively insight to uncover the
many and magnificent ways vice has influenced history, from the prostitute-turned-empress who
scored a major victory for women'’s rights to the beer that helped create—and destroy—South
America's first empire. And Evans goes deeper than simply writing about ancient debauchery; he
recreates some of history's most enjoyable (and most painful) vices and includes guides so you can
follow along at home. You'll learn how to: ¢ Trip like a Greek philosopher. ¢ Rave like your Stone
Age ancestors. * Get drunk like a Sumerian. * Smoke a nose pipe like a pre-Columbian Native
American. “Mixing science, humor, and grossly irresponsible self-experimentation, Evans paints a
vivid picture of how bad habits built the world we know and love.”—David Wong, author of John Dies
at the End

a brief history of vice: Vice Capades Mark Stein, 2017-07 From outlawing bowling in colonial
America to regulating violent video games and synthetic drugs today, Mark Stein's Vice Capades
examines the nation's relationship with the actions, attitudes, and antics that have defined morality.
This humorous and quirky history reveals that our views of vice are formed not merely by morals but
by power. While laws against nude dancing have become less restrictive, laws restricting sexual
harassment have been enacted. While marijuana is no longer illegal everywhere, restrictive laws
have been enacted against cigarettes. Stein examines this nation's inconsistent moral compass and
how the powers-that-be in each era determine what is or is not deemed a vice. From the Puritans
who founded Massachusetts with unyielding, biblically based laws to those modern purveyors of



morality who currently campaign against video game violence, Vice Capades looks at the American
history we all know from a fresh and exciting perspective and shows how vice has shaped our nation,
sometimes without us even knowing it.

a brief history of vice: Investing in Vice Dan Ahrens, 2007-04-01 Stocks markets go up and
down, but no matter what the economy is doing, people worldwide continue to drink, smoke,
gamble, and fight. Why not invest in vice? Vice Fund Manager, Dan Ahrens focuses on sin stocks-
tobacco, alcohol, adult entertainment, gambling, and aerospace/defense, contending that even
during an abysmal economy, people will continue to indulge in these goods and services. In
Investing in Vice, Ahrens explores all major aspects of the vice industry and provides traders and
investors with: o A brief history of each principal vice industry o Strategies for building a profitable
portfolio o Charts of each industry's stock performance o Instructions on how to invest in vice-pros
and cons of full service brokers, managed portfolios, and mutual funds o Top Picks-of the best
companies, and top stock holdings o Reasons why Socially Responsible Investing may not work With
its lighthearted tone and simple approach, Investing in Vice is the ultimate defense in these troubled
economic times.

a brief history of vice: After the Revolution Robert Evans, 2022-05-10 What will the
fracturing of the United States look like? After the Revolution is an edge-of-your-seat answer to that
question. In the year 2070, twenty years after a civil war and societal collapse of the old United
States, extremist militias battle in the crumbling Republic of Texas. As the violence spreads like
wildfire and threatens the Free City of Austin, three unlikely allies will have to work together in an
act of resistance to stop the advance of the forces of the white Christian ethnostate known as the
Heavenly Kingdom. Out three protagonists include Manny, a fixer that shuttles journalists in and out
of war zones and provides footage for outside news agencies. Sasha is a teenage woman that joins
the Heavenly Kingdom before she discovers the ugly truths behind their movement. Finally, we have
Roland: A US Army vet kitted out with cyberware (including blood that heals major trauma wounds
and a brain that can handle enough LSD to kill an elephant), tormented by broken memories, and
12,000 career Kkills under his belt. In the not-so-distant world Evans conjures we find advanced
technology, a gender expansive culture, and a roving Burning Man-like city fueled by hedonistic
excess. This powerful debut novel from Robert Evans is based on his investigative reporting from
international conflict zones and on increasingly polarized domestic struggles. It is a vision of our
very possible future.

a brief history of vice: Vice, Crime, and Poverty Dominique Kalifa, 2019-04-16 Beggars,
outcasts, urchins, waifs, prostitutes, criminals, convicts, madmen, fallen women, lunatics,
degenerates—part reality, part fantasy, these are the grotesque faces that populate the underworld,
the dark inverse of our everyday world. Lurking in the mirror that we hold up to our society, they are
our counterparts and our doubles, repelling us and yet offering the tantalizing promise of escape.
Although these images testify to undeniable social realities, the sordid lower depths make up a
symbolic and social imaginary that reflects our fears and anxieties—as well as our desires. In Vice,
Crime, and Poverty, Dominique Kalifa traces the untold history of the concept of the underworld and
its representations in popular culture. He examines how the myth of the lower depths came into
being in nineteenth-century Europe, as biblical figures and Christian traditions were adapted for a
world turned upside-down by the era of industrialization, democratization, and mass culture. From
the Parisian demimonde to Victorian squalor, from the slums of New York to the sewers of Buenos
Aires, Kalifa deciphers the making of an image that has cast an enduring spell on its audience. While
the social conditions that created that underworld have changed, Vice, Crime, and Poverty shows
that, from social-scientific ideas of the underclass to contemporary cinema and steampunk culture,
its shadows continue to haunt us.

a brief history of vice: Ambition, A History William Casey King, 2013-01-29 Is “ambitious” a
compliment? It depends: “[A] masterpiece of intellectual and cultural history.”—David Brion Davis,
author of Inhuman Bondage: The Rise and Fall of Slavery in the New World From rags to riches, log
house to White House, enslaved to liberator, ghetto to CEO, ambition fuels the American Dream. Yet




at the time of the nation's founding, ambition was viewed as a dangerous vice, everything from “a
canker on the soul” to the impetus for original sin. This engaging book explores ambition’s
surprising transformation, tracing attitudes from classical antiquity to early modern Europe to the
New World and America’s founding. From this broad historical perspective, William Casey King
deepens our understanding of the American mythos and offers a striking reinterpretation of the
introduction to the Declaration of Independence. Through an innovative array of sources and
authors—Aquinas, Dante, Machiavelli, the Geneva Bible, Marlowe, Shakespeare, Thomas Jefferson,
and many others—King demonstrates that a transformed view of ambition became possible the
moment Europe realized that Columbus had discovered not a new route but a new world. In addition
the author argues that reconstituting ambition as a virtue was a necessary precondition of the
American republic. The book suggests that even in the twenty-first century, ambition has never fully
lost its ties to vice and continues to exhibit a dual nature—positive or negative depending upon the
ends, the means, and the individual involved.

a brief history of vice: Island of Vice Richard Zacks, 2012-03-13 A ROLLICKING NARRATIVE
HISTORY OF THEODORE ROOSEVELT'S EMBATTLED TENURE AS POLICE COMMISSIONER OF
CORRUPT, PLEASURE-LOVING NEW YORK CITY IN THE 1880s, AND HIS DOOMED MISSION TO
WIPE OUT VICE In the 1890s, New York City was America’s financial, manufacturing, and
entertainment capital, and also its preferred destination for sin, teeming with 40,000 prostitutes,
glittering casinos, and all-night dives packed onto the island’s two dozen square miles. Police
captains took hefty bribes to see nothing while reformers writhed in frustration. In Island of Vice,
bestselling author Richard Zacks paints a vivid picture of the lewd underbelly of 1890s New York,
and of Theodore Roosevelt, the cocksure crusading police commissioner who resolved to clean up
the bustling metropolis, where the silk top hats of Wall Street bobbed past teenage prostitutes
trawling Broadway. Writing with great wit and zest, Zacks explores how Roosevelt went
head-to-head with corrupt Tammany Hall, took midnight rambles with muckraker Jacob Riis, banned
barroom drinking on Sundays, and tried to convince 2 million New Yorkers to enjoy wholesome
family fun. In doing so, Teddy made a ruthless enemy of police captain “Big Bill” Devery, who grew
up in the Irish slums and never tired of fighting “tin soldier” reformers. Roosevelt saw his mission as
a battle of good versus evil; Devery saw prudery standing in the way of fun and profit. When
righteous Roosevelt’s vice crackdown started to succeed all too well, many of his own supporters
began to turn on him. Cynical newspapermen mocked his quixotic quest, his own political party
abandoned him, and Roosevelt discovered that New York loves its sin more than its salvation.
Zacks’s meticulous research and wonderful sense of narrative verve bring this disparate cast of both
pious and bawdy New Yorkers to life. With cameos by Stephen Crane, J. P. Morgan, and Joseph
Pulitzer, plus a horde of very angry cops, Island of Vice is an unforgettable portrait of
turn-of-the-century New York in all its seedy glory, and a brilliant portrayal of the energetic,
confident, and zealous Roosevelt, one of America’s most colorful public figures.

a brief history of vice: A Brief History of Living Forever Jaroslav Kalfar, 2023-03-28 In this
“ingenious, funny, and chilling” novel (Publishers Weekly, starred review) from the author of
Spaceman of Bohemia, two long-lost siblings risk everything to save their mother from oblivion in an
authoritarian near-future America obsessed with digital consciousness and eternal life—a story that
“packs a walloping punch” (Esquire). When Adéla discovers she has a terminal illness, she leaves
behind her native Czech village for a chance at reuniting in America with Tereza, the daughter she
gave up at birth, decades earlier. But the country Adéla experienced as a young woman, when she
eloped with a filmmaker and starred in his cult sci-fi movie, has changed entirely. In 2030, America
is ruled by an authoritarian government increasingly closed off to the rest of the world. Tereza, the
star researcher for VITA, a biotech company hellbent on discovering the key to immortality, is
overjoyed to meet her mother, with whom she forms an instant, profound connection. But when their
time together is cut short by shocking events, Tereza must uncover VITA’s alarming activity in the
wastelands of what was once Florida, and persuade the Czech brother she’s never met to join her in
this odds-defying adventure. Narrated from the beyond by Adéla’s restless spirit, A Brief History of



Living Forever is a high-wire act of storytelling from a writer “booming with vitality and originality,”
whose “voice is distinct enough to leave tread marks” (New York Times). By turns insightful, moving,
and funny, the novel not only confirms Jaroslav Kalfar’s boundless powers of invention but also
exults in the love between a mother and her daughter, which neither space nor time can sever.
“Kalfar is a wise, rapturous, and original writer . . . Eloquent, heart-stunning, and rich in
awe-inspiring prose.” —San Francisco Chronicle “Relentlessly inventive . . . His writing has the same
hyperactivity and fidgety contempt for generic boundaries as that of the young Safran Foer.” —The
Guardian

a brief history of vice: A Brief History of Everything Wireless Petri Launiainen, 2018-06-06
Since the discovery of electromagnetic waves less than 150 years ago, the application of wireless
communications technology has not only revolutionized our daily lives, but also fundamentally
changed the course of world history. A Brief History of Everything Wireless charts the fascinating
story of wireless communications. The book leads the reader on an intriguing journey of personal
triumphs and stinging defeats, relating the prominent events, individuals and companies involved in
each progressive leap in technology, with a particular focus on the phenomenal impact of each new
invention on society. Beginning at the early days of spark-gap transmitters, this tale touches on the
emergence of radio and television broadcasting, as well as radio navigation and radar, before
moving on to the rise of satellite, near-field and light-based communications. Finally, the
development of wireless home networks and the explosive growth of modern cellular technologies
are revealed, complete with a captivating account of their corresponding company histories and
behind-the-scenes battles over standards. For those wishing to peek behind the magic curtain of
friendly user interfaces and clever engineering, and delve further into various processes underlying
the ubiquitous technology we depend upon yet take for granted, the book also contains special
“TechTalk” chapters that explain the theoretical basics in an intuitive way.

a brief history of vice: Inherent Vice Thomas Pynchon, 2012-06-13 The funniest book
Pynchon has written. — Rolling Stone Entertainment of a high order. - Time Part noir, part
psychedelic romp, all Thomas Pynchon—private eye Doc Sportello surfaces, occasionally, out of a
marijuana haze to watch the end of an era. In this lively yarn, Thomas Pynchon, working in an
unaccustomed genre that is at once exciting and accessible, provides a classic illustration of the
principle that if you can remember the sixties, you weren't there. It's been a while since Doc
Sportello has seen his ex- girlfriend. Suddenly she shows up with a story about a plot to kidnap a
billionaire land developer whom she just happens to be in love with. It's the tail end of the
psychedelic sixties in L.A., and Doc knows that love is another of those words going around at the
moment, like trip or groovy, except that this one usually leads to trouble. Undeniably one of the most
influential writers at work today, Pynchon has penned another unforgettable book.

a brief history of vice: The Brief History of the Dead Kevin Brockmeier, 2006-02-14 From
Kevin Brockmeier, one of this generation's most inventive young writers, comes a striking new novel
about death, life, and the mysterious place in between. The City is inhabited by those who have
departed Earth but are still remembered by the living. They will reside in this afterlife until they are
completely forgotten. But the City is shrinking, and the residents clearing out. Some of the holdouts,
like Luka Sims, who produces the City’s only newspaper, are wondering what exactly is going on.
Others, like Coleman Kinzler, believe it is the beginning of the end. Meanwhile, Laura Byrd is
trapped in an Antarctic research station, her supplies are running low, her radio finds only static,
and the power is failing. With little choice, Laura sets out across the ice to look for help, but time is
running out. Kevin Brockmeier alternates these two storylines to create a lyrical and haunting story
about love, loss and the power of memory.

a brief history of vice: A Concise History of the New Deal Jason Scott Smith, 2014-05-29 This
book provides a history of the New Deal, exploring the institutional, political, and cultural changes
experienced by the United States during the Great Depression.

a brief history of vice: Cheney Stephen F. Hayes, 2009-10-13 During a forty-year career in
politics, Vice President Dick Cheney has been involved in some of the most consequential decisions




in recent American history. He was one of a few select advisers in the room when President Gerald
Ford decided to declare an end to the Vietnam War. Nearly thirty years later, from the presidential
bunker below the White House in the moments immediately following the attacks of September 11,
2001, he helped shape the response: America's global war on terror. Yet for all of his influence, the
world knows very little about Dick Cheney. The most powerful vice president in U.S. history has also
been the most secretive and guarded of all public officials. Am I the evil genius in the corner that
nobody ever sees come out of his hole? Cheney asked rhetorically in 2004. It's a nice way to operate,
actually. Now, in Cheney: The Untold Story of America's Most Powerful and Controversial Vice
President, New York Times bestselling author and Weekly Standard senior writer Stephen F. Hayes
offers readers a groundbreaking view into the world of this most enigmatic man. Having had
exclusive access to Cheney himself, Hayes draws upon hundreds of interviews with the vice
president, his boyhood friends, political mentors, family members, reticent staffers, and senior Bush
administration officials, to deliver a comprehensive portrait of one of the most important political
figures in modern times. The wide range of topics Hayes covers includes Cheney's withdrawal from
Yale; his early run-ins with the law; the incident that almost got him blackballed from working in the
Ford White House; his meteoric rise to congressional leadership; his opposition to removing Saddam
Hussein from power after the first Gulf War; the solo, cross-country drive he took after leaving the
Pentagon; his selection as Bush's running mate; his commanding performance on 9/11; the
aggressive intelligence and interrogation measures he pushed in the aftermath of those attacks; the
necessity of the Iraq War; the consequences of mistakes made during and after that war; and
intelligence battles with the CIA and their lasting effects. With exhaustive reporting, Hayes shines a
light into the shadows of the Bush administration and finds a very different Dick Cheney from the
one America thinks it knows.

a brief history of vice: Vice Patrol Anna Lvovsky, 2021-05-28 Vice Patrol: Cops, Courts, and
the Struggle over Urban Gay Life chronicles how local police and criminal justice systems intruded
on gay individuals, criminalizing, profiling, surveilling, and prosecuting them from the 1930's
through the 1960's. Anna Lvovsky details the progression of enforcement strategies through the
targeting of gay-friendly bars by liquor boards, enticement of sexual overtures by plainclothes police
decoys, and surveilling of public bathrooms via peepholes and two-way mirrors to catch someone in
the act. Lvovsky shows how the use of tactics indistinguishable from entrapment to criminalize
homosexual men in public and private spaces produced charges brought forward and disputed by
attorneys and evidence that had to stand before judges, who at times intervened against punitive
policies. In Vice Patrol the author demonstrates how developments in the psychological, medical,
and sociological handling of homosexuality filtered into police stations, courthouses, and the wider
culture--

a brief history of vice: Vice Lou Dubose, Jake Bernstein, 2006-10-17 The riveting, disturbing
exposé of the vice president who co-opted executive control over the U.S. government and became
the “shadow president” of the George W. Bush administration. Dick Cheney was the most powerful
yet most unpopular vice president in U.S. history. He thrived alongside a president who had little
interest in policy and limited experience in the ways of Washington. Yet Cheney’s quiet, steady rise
to prominence over a span of three decades occurred largely behind the scenes. He survived the
collapse of the Nixon presidency, finding a position in the administration of Gerald Ford. He was
then elected to the House of Representatives, and later he earned a spot in the cabinet of the first
Bush presidency. But when he became George W. Bush’s running mate, Cheney reached a new level
of influence. From engineering his own selection as vice president to his support of policies allowing
torture as a permissible weapon in the “war on terror,” Cheney steered America consistently
rightward. In Vice, veteran reporters Lou Dubose and Jake Bernstein uncover startling revelations,
including ¢ the extraordinary intimidation of CIA officials by a vice president bent on obtaining
intelligence to support a foregone conclusion: the invasion of Iraq ¢ details on Cheney’s secret
energy task force, including his meeting with Enron chief Ken Lay months before Lay was
indicted—and how Cheney went to court to erode the powers of Congress * how Cheney helped to



kill 2003 diplomatic overtures from Iran to discuss concessions on its nuclear program and policy
toward Israel ¢« Cheney’s role in engineering multibillion-dollar military contracts in Iraq to benefit
Halliburton, the company he once ran In the words of one of Cheney’s colleagues from the House:
“Dick keeps his own counsel. He’s completely in control. He’s completely sure of himself in
everything he does. It's what got him to where he is today: the most powerful vice president to ever
hold office. It’s also what’s bringing about his downfall.”

a brief history of vice: The Book of Humans: A Brief History of Culture, Sex, War, and
the Evolution of Us Adam Rutherford, 2020-05-12 “Rutherford describes [The Book of Humans] as
being about the paradox of how our evolutionary journey turned ‘an otherwise average ape’ into one
capable of creating complex tools, art, music, science, and engineering. It’s an intriguing question,
one his book sets against descriptions of the infinitely amusing strategies and antics of a dizzying
array of animals.”—The New York Times Book Review Publisher’s Note: The Book of Humans was
previously published in hardcover as Humanimal. In this new evolutionary history, geneticist Adam
Rutherford explores the profound paradox of the human animal. Looking for answers across the
animal kingdom, he finds that many things once considered exclusively human are not: We aren’t the
only species that “speaks,” makes tools, or has sex outside of procreation. Seeing as our genome is
98 percent identical to a chimpanzee’s, our DNA doesn’t set us far apart, either. How, then, did we
develop the most complex culture ever observed? The Book of Humans proves that we are animals
indeed—and reveals how we truly are extraordinary.

a brief history of vice: Like a Hurricane Paul Chaat Smith, 2010-06 For a brief but brilliant
season beginning in the late 1960s, American Indians seized national attention in a series of radical
acts of resistance. Like a Hurricane is a gripping account of the dramatic, breathtaking events of
this tumultuous period. Drawing on a wealth of archival materials, interviews, and the authors' own
experiences of these events, Like a Hurricane offers a rare, unflinchingly honest assessment of the
period's successes and failures.

a brief history of vice: Vice Guide to Sex and Drugs and Rock and Roll Suroosh Alvi,
2006-07-01 Presents a compilation of the best articles Vice magazine published between October
1994 to 2005.

a brief history of vice: Hannibal Mark Scroggins, 1994 This book describes the life of Abraham
Lincoln's first vice-president, Hannibal Hamlin. The author describes Hamlin's ancestors and
boyhood before tracing his career through the Maine legislature, U.S. House of Representatives, and
his course as one of the most powerful senators in the country during the 1850s. Hamlin is most
widely known for being the first vice-president to Abraham Lincoln, yet, ironically this position was
his most powerless in his sixty years of public service.

a brief history of vice: A Little History of the World E. H. Gombrich, 2014-10-01 E. H.
Gombrich's Little History of the World, though written in 1935, has become one of the treasures of
historical writing since its first publication in English in 2005. The Yale edition alone has now sold
over half a million copies, and the book is available worldwide in almost thirty languages. Gombrich
was of course the best-known art historian of his time, and his text suggests illustrations on every
page. This illustrated edition of the Little History brings together the pellucid humanity of his
narrative with the images that may well have been in his mind's eye as he wrote the book. The two
hundred illustrations—most of them in full color—are not simple embellishments, though they are
beautiful. They emerge from the text, enrich the author's intention, and deepen the pleasure of
reading this remarkable work. For this edition the text is reset in a spacious format, flowing around
illustrations that range from paintings to line drawings, emblems, motifs, and symbols. The book
incorporates freshly drawn maps, a revised preface, and a new index. Blending high-grade design,
fine paper, and classic binding, this is both a sumptuous gift book and an enhanced edition of a
timeless account of human history.

a brief history of vice: The Disinformation Age W. Lance Bennett, Steven Livingston,
2020-10-15 This book shows how disinformation spread by partisan organizations and media
platforms undermines institutional legitimacy on which authoritative information depends.



a brief history of vice: A Brief History of Vice Robert Evans, 2016-08-09 A celebration of the
brave, drunken pioneers who built our civilization one seemingly bad decision at a time, A Brief
History of Vice explores a side of the past that mainstream history books prefer to hide. History has
never been more fun—or more intoxicating. Guns, germs, and steel might have transformed us from
hunter-gatherers into modern man, but booze, sex, trash talk, and tripping built our civilization.
Cracked editor Robert Evans brings his signature dogged research and lively insight to uncover the
many and magnificent ways vice has influenced history, from the prostitute-turned-empress who
scored a major victory for women'’s rights to the beer that helped create—and destroy—South
America's first empire. And Evans goes deeper than simply writing about ancient debauchery; he
recreates some of history's most enjoyable (and most painful) vices and includes guides so you can
follow along at home. You'll learn how to: ¢ Trip like a Greek philosopher. ¢ Rave like your Stone
Age ancestors. * Get drunk like a Sumerian. * Smoke a nose pipe like a pre-Columbian Native
American. “Mixing science, humor, and grossly irresponsible self-experimentation, Evans paints a
vivid picture of how bad habits built the world we know and love.”—David Wong, author of John Dies
at the End

a brief history of vice: The Truths We Hold Kamala Harris, 2019-01-08 The #1 New York
Times bestseller From Vice President Kamala Harris, one of America's most inspiring political
leaders, comes a book about the core truths that unite us and how best to act upon them. A life story
that genuinely entrances. —Los Angeles Times “An engaging read that provides insights into the
influences of [Harris’s] life...Revealing and even endearing.” —San Francisco Chronicle The
daughter of immigrants and civil rights activists, Vice President Kamala Harris was raised in an
Oakland, California, community that cared deeply about social justice. As she rose to prominence as
one of the political leaders of our time, her experiences would become her guiding light as she
grappled with an array of complex issues and learned to bring a voice to the voiceless. In The Truths
We Hold, she reckons with the big challenges we face together. Drawing on the hard-won wisdom
and insight from her own career and the work of those who have most inspired her, she
communicates a vision of shared struggle, shared purpose, and shared values as we confront the
great work of our day.

a brief history of vice: The Vice of Luxury David Cloutier, 2015-12-01 Luxury. The word alone
conjures up visions of attractive, desirable lifestyle choices, yet luxury also faces criticism as a moral
vice harmful to both the self and society. Engaging ideas from business, marketing, and economics,
The Vice of Luxury takes on the challenging task of naming how much is too much in today's
consumer-oriented society. David Cloutier’s critique goes to the heart of a fundamental
contradiction. Though overconsumption and materialism make us uneasy, they also seem inevitable
in advanced economies. Current studies of economic ethics focus on the structural problems of
poverty, of international trade, of workers' rights—but rarely, if ever, do such studies speak directly
to the excesses of the wealthy, including the middle classes of advanced economies. Cloutier
proposes a new approach to economic ethics that focuses attention on our everyday economic
choices. He shows why luxury is a problem, explains how to identify what counts as the vice of
luxury today, and develops an ethic of consumption that is grounded in Christian moral convictions.

a brief history of vice: The Well of Loneliness Radclyffe Hall, 2015-04-24 This early work by
Radclyffe Hall was originally published in 1928 and we are now republishing it with a brand new
introductory biography. "'The Well of Loneliness' is a novel that follows an upper-class Englishwoman
who falls in love with another woman while serving as an ambulance driver in World War 1.
Marguerite Radclyffe Hall was born on 12th August 1880, in Bournemouth, England. Hall's first
novel The Unlit Lamp (1924) was a lengthy and grim tale that proved hard to sell. It was only
published following the success of the much lighter social comedy The Forge (1924), which made the
best-seller list of John O'London's Weekly. Hall is a key figure in lesbian literature for her novel The
Well of Loneliness (1928). This is her only work with overt lesbian themes and tells the story of the
life of a masculine lesbian named Stephen Gordon.

a brief history of vice: The World Is Flat [Further Updated and Expanded; Release 3.0]




Thomas L. Friedman, 2007-08-07 Explores globalization, its opportunities for individual
empowerment, its achievements at lifting millions out of poverty, and its drawbacks--environmental,
social, and political.

a brief history of vice: In My Time Dick Cheney, 2011-08-30 In this eagerly anticipated
memoir, former Vice President Dick Cheney delivers an unyielding portrait of American politics over
nearly forty years and shares personal reflections on his role as one of the most steadfast and
influential statesmen in the history of our country. The public perception of Dick Cheney has long
been something of a contradiction. He has been viewed as one of the most powerful vice
presidents—secretive, even mysterious, and at the same time opinionated and unflinchingly
outspoken. He has been both praised and attacked by his peers, the press, and the public. Through it
all, courting only the ideals that define him, he has remained true to himself, his principles, his
family, and his country. Now in an enlightening and provocative memoir, a stately page-turner with
flashes of surprising humor and remarkable candor, Dick Cheney takes readers through his
experiences as family man, policymaker, businessman, and politician during years that shaped our
collective history. Born into a family of New Deal Democrats in Lincoln, Nebraska, Cheney was the
son of a father at war and a high-spirited and resilient mother. He came of age in Casper, Wyoming,
playing baseball and football and, as senior class president, courting homecoming queen Lynne
Vincent, whom he later married. This all-American story took an abrupt turn when he flunked out of
Yale University, signed on to build power line in the West, and started living as hard as he worked.
Cheney tells the story of how he got himself back on track and began an extraordinary ascent to the
heights of American public life, where he would remain for nearly four decades: * He was the
youngest White House Chief of Staff, working for President Gerald Ford—the first of four chief
executives he would come to know well. * He became Congressman from Wyoming and was soon a
member of the congressional leadership working closely with President Ronald Reagan. * He
became secretary of defense in the George H. W. Bush administration, overseeing America’s military
during Operation Desert Storm and in the historic transition at the end of the Cold War. * He was
CEO of Halliburton, a Fortune 500 company with projects and personnel around the globe. * He
became the first vice president of the United States to serve out his term of office in the twenty-first
century. Working with George W. Bush from the beginning of the global war on terror, he was—and
remains—an outspoken defender of taking every step necessary to defend the nation. Eyewitness to
history at the highest levels, Cheney brings to life scenes from past and present. He describes
driving through the White House gates on August 9, 1974, just hours after Richard Nixon resigned,
to begin work on the Ford transition; and he portrays a time of national crisis a quarter century later
when, on September 11, 2001, he was in the White House bunker and conveyed orders to shoot
down a hijacked airliner if it would not divert. With its unique perspective on a remarkable span of
American history, In My Time will enlighten. As an intimate and personal chronicle, it will surprise,
move, and inspire. Dick Cheney’s is an enduring political vision to be reckoned with and admired for
its honesty, its wisdom, and its resonance. In My Time is truly the last word about an incredible
political era, by a man who lived it and helped define it—with courage and without compromise.

a brief history of vice: A Short History of Mozambique M. D. D. Newitt, 2017 A splendidly
written portrait of Mozambique in the colonial and post-colonial eras, by the premier historian of the
country.

a brief history of vice: The fable of the Bees Bernard de Mandeville, 1724

a brief history of vice: Stamped from the Beginning Ibram X. Kendi, 2016-04-12 The National
Book Award winning history of how racist ideas were created, spread, and deeply rooted in
American society. Some Americans insist that we're living in a post-racial society. But racist thought
is not just alive and well in America -- it is more sophisticated and more insidious than ever. And as
award-winning historian Ibram X. Kendi argues, racist ideas have a long and lingering history, one in
which nearly every great American thinker is complicit. In this deeply researched and fast-moving
narrative, Kendi chronicles the entire story of anti-black racist ideas and their staggering power over
the course of American history. He uses the life stories of five major American intellectuals to drive



this history: Puritan minister Cotton Mather, Thomas Jefferson, abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison,
W.E.B. Du Bois, and legendary activist Angela Davis. As Kendi shows, racist ideas did not arise from
ignorance or hatred. They were created to justify and rationalize deeply entrenched discriminatory
policies and the nation's racial inequities. In shedding light on this history, Stamped from the
Beginning offers us the tools we need to expose racist thinking. In the process, he gives us reason to
hope.

a brief history of vice: First in Line Kate Andersen Brower, 2018-06-05 “An intimate,
compulsively readable account of the dynamics that have shaped—and sometimes
destroyed—relations at the top of the American political hierarchy.... [and] a valuable addition to the
literature of the modern presidency.” — Wall Street Journal From the author of the New York Times
bestsellers First Women and The Residence, an intimate, news-making look at the men who are next
in line to the most powerful office in the world—the vice presidents of the modern era—from Richard
Nixon to Joe Biden to Mike Pence. Vice presidents occupy a unique and important position, living
partway in the spotlight and part in the wings. Of the forty-eight vice presidents who have served
the United States, fourteen have become president; eight of these have risen to the Oval Office
because of a president’s death or assassination, and one became president after his boss’s
resignation. John Nance Garner, FDR’s first vice president, famously said the vice presidency is not
worth a bucket of warm piss (later cleaned up to warm spit). But things have changed dramatically
in recent years. In interviews with more than two hundred people, including former vice presidents,
their family members, and insiders and confidants of every president since Jimmy Carter, Kate
Andersen Brower pulls back the curtain and reveals the sometimes cold, sometimes close, and
always complicated relationship between our modern presidents and their vice presidents. Brower
took us inside the lives of the White House staff and gave us an intimate look at the modern First
Ladies; now, in her signature style, she introduces us to the second most powerful men in the world,
exploring the lives and roles of thirteen modern vice presidents—eight Republicans and five
Democrats. And she shares surprising revelations about the relationship between former Vice
President Joe Biden and former President Barack Obama and how Vice President Mike Pence and
President Donald Trump interact behind closed doors. From rivals to coworkers, there is a very
tangible sense of admiration mixed with jealousy and resentment in nearly all these relationships
between the number two and his boss, even the best ones, Brower reveals. Vice presidents owe their
position to the president, a connection that affects not only how they are perceived but also their
possible future as a presidential candidate—which is tied, for better or worse, to the president they
serve. George H. W. Bush and Ronald Reagan had a famously prickly relationship during the 1980
primary, yet Bush would not have been elected president in 1988 without Reagan’s high approval
rating. Al Gore’s 2000 loss, meanwhile, could be attributed to the Monica Lewinsky sex scandal and
Bill Clinton’s impeachment. Current Vice President Mike Pence is walking a high-stakes political
tightrope as he tries to reassure anxious Republicans while staying on his boss’s good side. This rich
dynamic between the president and the vice president has never been fully explored or understood.
Compelling and deeply reported, grounded in history and politics, and full of previously untold and
incredibly personal stories, First In Line pierces the veil of secrecy enveloping this historic political
office to offer us a candid portrait of what it’s truly like to be a heartbeat away.

a brief history of vice: Israel Daniel Gordis, 2016-10-18 Winner of the Jewish Book of the Year
Award The first comprehensive yet accessible history of the state of Israel from its inception to
present day, from Daniel Gordis, one of the most respected Israel analysts (The Forward) living and
writing in Jerusalem. Israel is a tiny state, and yet it has captured the world’s attention, aroused its
imagination, and lately, been the object of its opprobrium. Why does such a small country speak to
so many global concerns? More pressingly: Why does Israel make the decisions it does? And what
lies in its future? We cannot answer these questions until we understand Israel’s people and the
questions and conflicts, the hopes and desires, that have animated their conversations and actions.
Though Israel’s history is rife with conflict, these conflicts do not fully communicate the spirit of
Israel and its people: they give short shrift to the dream that gave birth to the state, and to the vision



for the Jewish people that was at its core. Guiding us through the milestones of Israeli history,
Gordis relays the drama of the Jewish people’s story and the creation of the state. Clear-eyed and
erudite, he illustrates how Israel became a cultural, economic and military powerhouse—but also
explains where Israel made grave mistakes and traces the long history of Israel’s deepening
isolation. With Israel, public intellectual Daniel Gordis offers us a brief but thorough account of the
cultural, economic, and political history of this complex nation, from its beginnings to the present.
Accessible, levelheaded, and rigorous, Israel sheds light on the Israel’s past so we can understand
its future. The result is a vivid portrait of a people, and a nation, reborn.

a brief history of vice: Labor of Love Moira Weigel, 2017-08-22 A brilliant and surprising
investigation into why we date the way we do

a brief history of vice: The New York Times Book Review The New York Times, 2021-11-02 A
“delightful” (Vanity Fair) collection from the longest-running, most influential book review in
America, featuring its best, funniest, strangest, and most memorable coverage over the past 125
years. Since its first issue on October 10, 1896, The New York Times Book Review has brought the
world of ideas to the reading public. It is the publication where authors have been made, and where
readers first encountered the classics that have enriched their lives. Now the editors have curated
the Book Review’s dynamic 125-year history, which is essentially the story of modern American
letters. Brimming with remarkable reportage and photography, this beautiful book collects
interesting reviews, never-before-heard anecdotes about famous writers, and spicy letter exchanges.
Here are the first takes on novels we now consider masterpieces, including a long-forgotten pan of
Anne of Green Gables and a rave of Mrs. Dalloway, along with reviews and essays by Langston
Hughes, Eudora Welty, James Baldwin, Nora Ephron, and more. With scores of stunning vintage
photographs, many of them sourced from the Times’s own archive, readers will discover how literary
tastes have shifted through the years—and how the Book Review’s coverage has shaped so much of
what we read today.

a brief history of vice: The Kid Stays in the Picture Robert Evans, 1994 The motion picture
producer describes his early career as an actor, liasons with actresses, rise to powerful studio
executive, time in a mental institution, drug use, loss of status in Hollywood, and rise back to power.

a brief history of vice: Vice in the Barracks E. Wald, 2014-01-01 Shortlisted for the 2014
Royal Historical Society’s Gladstone Prize and the 2014 Templer Award for the Best First Book by a
New Author. Sex and alcohol preoccupied European officers across India throughout the nineteenth
century, with high rates of venereal disease and alcohol-related problems holding serious
implications for the economic and military performance of the East India Company. These concerns
revolved around the European soldiery in India - the costly, but often unruly, 'thin white line' of
colonial rule. This book examines the colonial state's approach to these vice-driven health risks. In
doing so it throws new light on the emergence of social and imperial mindsets and on the empire,
fuelled by fear of the lower orders, sexual deviation, disease and mutiny. An exploration of these
mindsets reveals a lesser-explored fact of rule - the fractured nature of the Company state. Further,
it shows how the measures employed by the state to deal with these vice-driven health problems had
wide-ranging consequences not simply for the army itself but for India and the empire more broadly.
By refocusing our attention on to the military core of the colonial state, Wald demonstrates the ways
in which army decision-making stretched beyond the cantonment boundary to help define the state's
engagement with and understanding of Indian society.

a brief history of vice: Kill Switch: The Rise of the Modern Senate and the Crippling of
American Democracy Adam Jentleson, 2021-01-12 With a new epilogue on filibuster battles under
the Biden administration THE CASE FOR ENDING THE FILIBUSTER A truly excellent book...
blistering and persuasive.” —Ezra Klein, New York Times An insider’s account of how politicians
representing a radical white minority of Americans have used “the world’s greatest deliberative
body” to hijack our democracy. Our democracy is under assault from homegrown authoritarians,
with most observers blaming Donald Trump and the Republican Party that submitted to him. Yet as
Adam Jentleson shows, the problem not only goes back to the nineteenth century, but is less about



the presidency than it is about our nation’s most venerated institution: the United States Senate. A
revelatory history of minority rule in America as expressed through the Senate filibuster, Kill Switch
shows that white conservatives have long relied on the filibuster—which is not featured in the
Constitution, and which, as Jentleson demonstrates, the Framers would have opposed—to shut down
attempts to create a multiracial democracy. Featuring a new epilogue on filibuster battles under the
Biden administration, Kill Switch will remain an essential warning about the costs of empowering
this nation’s right-wing minority. ¢ “Jentleson understands the inner workings of the institution,
down to the most granular details, showing precisely how arcane procedural rules can be leveraged
to dramatic effect.” —Jennifer Szalai, New York Times ¢ “Careful and thorough and exacting.”
—Michael Tomasky, New York Review of Books ¢ “[An] excellent, surprising new book.” —Benjamin
Wallace-Wells, The New Yorker

a brief history of vice: Picking the Vice President Elaine C. Kamarck, 2020-07-07 How Picking
the Vice President Has Changed—and Why It Matters During the past three decades, two important
things have changed about the U.S. vice presidency: the rationale for why presidential candidates
choose particular running mates, and the role of vice presidents once in office. This is the first major
book focusing on both of those elements, and it comes at a crucial moment in American history. Until
1992, presidential candidates tended to select running mates simply to “balance” the ticket,
sometimes geographically, sometimes to guarantee victory in an must-carry state, sometimes
ideologically, and sometimes for all three reasons. Bill Clinton changed that in 1992 when he
selected Al Gore as his running mate, saying the experience and compatibility of the Tennessee
senator would make him an ideal “partner” in governing. Gore's two immediate successors, Dick
Cheney and Joe Biden, played similar roles under Presidents Bush and Obama. Mike Pence seems to
also be following in that role as well, although the first draft of history on the Trump Administration
is still being written. What enabled this change in the vice presidency was not so much the personal
characteristics of recent vice presidents but instead changes in the presidential nomination system.
The increased importance of primaries and the overwhelming need to raise money have diminished
the importance of “balance” on the ticket and increased the importance of “partnership”—selecting
a partner who can help the president govern. This book appears as Joe Biden prepares to choose his
own running mate. No matter who wins the November 2020 elections, what Elaine Kamarck writes
will be of interest to anyone following current affairs, students of American government, and
journalists whose job will be to cover the next administration.

a brief history of vice: A Secret Vice: Tolkien on Invented Languages J. R. R. Tolkien,
2016-04-07 First ever critical study of Tolkien’s little-known essay, which reveals how language
invention shaped the creation of Middle-earth and beyond, to George R R Martin’s Game of Thrones.

a brief history of vice: Cruel Britannia Ian Cobain, 2013 A award-winning book from an
acclaimed investigative journalist, Cruel Britannia tells the hidden story of Britain's secretive and
shameful record of torture, for the first time
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