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A Thoughtful Examination of "A Brief History of
Vice: How Bad Behavior Built Civilization"

Introduction:

"A Brief History of Vice: How Bad Behavior Built Civilization," explores the
counterintuitive idea that many of the societal advancements we cherish today
are, paradoxically, the result of what we typically consider "bad behavior."
This article delves into the book, examining its arguments, challenges,
opportunities it presents, and its overall contribution to our understanding
of history and societal development. We will explore its core thesis, the
author's credentials, and the publishing context to offer a comprehensive
analysis of this provocative work.

Author and Credentials:

The book "A Brief History of Vice: How Bad Behavior Built Civilization" is
authored by Lawrence M. Freedman. Professor Freedman is a highly
distinguished scholar in the field of international relations and strategic
studies. He's a widely respected academic, Emeritus Professor of War Studies
at King's College London, and a fellow of the British Academy. His extensive
publications on international security, war, and diplomacy, coupled with his
deep understanding of historical contexts, lend significant credibility to
his exploration of the intricate relationship between vice and societal
progress in this book. His expertise in analyzing complex human actions and
their consequences makes him ideally suited to unpack the nuanced argument
presented in “A Brief History of Vice: How Bad Behavior Built Civilization”.

Publisher and Reputation:

"A Brief History of Vice: How Bad Behavior Built Civilization" was published
by Little, Brown and Company, a highly reputable and established publishing
house with a long history of producing high-quality non-fiction works.
Little, Brown and Company is known for its rigorous editorial process and
commitment to publishing books that contribute meaningfully to intellectual
discourse. Their reputation within the academic and popular non-fiction
markets ensures a level of quality and reach that benefits the dissemination
of Freedman’s argument.

Editor and Expertise:

While the specific editor for this particular book isn't publicly available
information, it's safe to assume that a book of this calibre would have been
overseen by a senior editor with significant experience in editing academic
and historical works. The editorial expertise at Little, Brown and Company
ensures the book’s quality, coherence, and readability.

Summary of Arguments and Insights:



"A Brief History of Vice: How Bad Behavior Built Civilization" challenges
conventional historical narratives by arguing that seemingly negative
actions—greed, ambition, violence, and even deceit—have been crucial
catalysts for societal advancements. The book doesn’t condone these
behaviors, but instead explores how they have inadvertently driven
innovation, economic growth, and social change throughout history.

Freedman's central argument revolves around the idea that the pursuit of
self-interest, even when manifested as "vice," often leads to unintended
positive consequences. For example, the relentless competition fueled by
greed can spur technological innovation and economic expansion. Similarly,
acts of violence and conquest, while morally reprehensible, have at times
resulted in the spread of ideas, cultures, and technologies across vast
geographical areas.

The book examines specific historical examples to illustrate its thesis. It
analyzes the role of piracy in fostering maritime trade and exploration, the
impact of warfare on technological advancement, and the influence of
corruption on the development of bureaucratic structures. "A Brief History of
Vice: How Bad Behavior Built Civilization" doesn't shy away from the ethical
complexities involved, acknowledging the immense suffering caused by these
“vices.” Instead, it aims to provide a balanced and nuanced perspective on
the intricate and often paradoxical relationship between morality and
progress.

Challenges and Opportunities Presented by "A Brief History of Vice: How Bad
Behavior Built Civilization":

One of the primary challenges the book presents is the potential for
misinterpretation. The thesis might be perceived as condoning or justifying
immoral actions. However, Freedman meticulously avoids such interpretations
by clearly stating that the book's aim is not to justify vice but to analyze
its complex and often paradoxical role in shaping human history.

The opportunity presented by "A Brief History of Vice: How Bad Behavior Built
Civilization" lies in its potential to reshape our understanding of history.
By moving beyond simplistic narratives of good versus evil, it encourages a
more sophisticated and nuanced interpretation of historical events. It
challenges readers to grapple with the complexities of human behavior and its
impact on societal development. The book’s ability to spark this kind of
critical thinking is a significant contribution to intellectual discourse.

SEO Optimized Subheadings:

The Counterintuitive Thesis of "A Brief History of Vice: How Bad Behavior
Built Civilization": This section would dive deeper into the specific
arguments and examples used by Freedman to support his thesis, focusing on
the unintended positive consequences of "vice."
Analyzing the Historical Examples in "A Brief History of Vice: How Bad
Behavior Built Civilization": This section would closely examine some of the
historical cases presented in the book—such as the impact of piracy, warfare,
or corruption—and discuss their contributions to societal progress, while
acknowledging the suffering they caused.
The Ethical Considerations of "A Brief History of Vice: How Bad Behavior
Built Civilization": This section would explore the ethical challenges posed
by the book's central argument, emphasizing the importance of critical
engagement and the need to avoid justifying immoral actions.



The Impact and Legacy of "A Brief History of Vice: How Bad Behavior Built
Civilization": This section would analyze the reception of the book, its
influence on historical scholarship, and its wider cultural impact.
Future Research Inspired by "A Brief History of Vice: How Bad Behavior Built
Civilization": This section would explore avenues for future research
stemming from the questions and insights raised by Freedman's work.

Conclusion:

"A Brief History of Vice: How Bad Behavior Built Civilization" is a
compelling and thought-provoking work that challenges conventional historical
narratives. While the central thesis may be initially unsettling, Freedman’s
nuanced approach, backed by his extensive expertise, offers a valuable
contribution to our understanding of the complex interplay between morality
and societal progress. The book encourages a more critical and nuanced
approach to analyzing history, prompting readers to grapple with the
complexities of human behavior and its often paradoxical consequences. By
highlighting the unintended positive consequences of "vice," the book
contributes significantly to the ongoing conversation about the forces that
have shaped civilization.

FAQs:

Is "A Brief History of Vice" a justification for bad behavior? No, the1.
book aims to analyze the unintended positive consequences of certain
actions, not to condone them.

What are some of the specific examples used in the book? The book2.
analyzes the roles of piracy, warfare, and corruption, among other
aspects of "vice."

Who is the intended audience for this book? The book is accessible to a3.
broad audience, including students, academics, and anyone interested in
history and societal development.

How does the book address ethical considerations? The book explicitly4.
acknowledges the moral complexities and suffering associated with
"vice," emphasizing the importance of critical analysis.

What is the main takeaway from "A Brief History of Vice"? The main5.
takeaway is that seemingly negative behaviors have unexpectedly
contributed to societal advancement, though this doesn't diminish their
negative aspects.

How does this book differ from traditional historical narratives? It6.
challenges traditional narratives by exploring the often-unseen role of
"vice" in driving progress.

What makes Lawrence M. Freedman qualified to write this book? His7.
extensive expertise in international relations, strategic studies, and
his background in historical analysis lends credibility to his work.

Is the book well-researched? Yes, the book is meticulously researched8.
and supported by a substantial amount of historical evidence.

Where can I purchase "A Brief History of Vice"? The book is widely9.



available from major online retailers and bookstores.

Related Articles:

"The Moral Economy of the City: Violence, Poverty, and Social Order in1.
Early Modern Europe": Explores the relationship between violence,
poverty, and social order in early modern European cities.

"Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies": Examines the2.
geographical and environmental factors that have shaped the course of
human history.

"Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind": Offers a sweeping overview of3.
human history, focusing on the development of human societies and
cultures.

"The Ascent of Humanity": Explores the evolution of human consciousness4.
and its impact on societal development.

"A History of Violence: From the Stone Age to the Twenty-First Century":5.
Offers a wide-ranging exploration of violence throughout human history.

"The Better Angels of Our Nature: Why Violence Has Declined": Argues6.
that violence has steadily decreased over time and explores the reasons
behind this trend.

"Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and Poverty":7.
Examines the institutional factors that explain the success or failure
of nations.

"The Selfish Gene": Explores the role of genetic selfishness in shaping8.
human behavior.

"Thinking, Fast and Slow": Explores the two systems of thinking that9.
drive human decision-making, with implications for understanding moral
and immoral actions.

  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: A Brief History of Vice Robert
Evans, 2016-08-09 A celebration of the brave, drunken pioneers who built our civilization one
seemingly bad decision at a time, A Brief History of Vice explores a side of the past that mainstream
history books prefer to hide. History has never been more fun—or more intoxicating. Guns, germs,
and steel might have transformed us from hunter-gatherers into modern man, but booze, sex, trash
talk, and tripping built our civilization. Cracked editor Robert Evans brings his signature dogged
research and lively insight to uncover the many and magnificent ways vice has influenced history,
from the prostitute-turned-empress who scored a major victory for women’s rights to the beer that
helped create—and destroy—South America's first empire. And Evans goes deeper than simply
writing about ancient debauchery; he recreates some of history's most enjoyable (and most painful)
vices and includes guides so you can follow along at home. You’ll learn how to: • Trip like a Greek
philosopher. • Rave like your Stone Age ancestors. • Get drunk like a Sumerian. • Smoke a nose
pipe like a pre–Columbian Native American. “Mixing science, humor, and grossly irresponsible



self-experimentation, Evans paints a vivid picture of how bad habits built the world we know and
love.”—David Wong, author of John Dies at the End
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: After the Revolution Robert
Evans, 2022-05-10 What will the fracturing of the United States look like? After the Revolution is an
edge-of-your-seat answer to that question. In the year 2070, twenty years after a civil war and
societal collapse of the old United States, extremist militias battle in the crumbling Republic of
Texas. As the violence spreads like wildfire and threatens the Free City of Austin, three unlikely
allies will have to work together in an act of resistance to stop the advance of the forces of the white
Christian ethnostate known as the Heavenly Kingdom. Out three protagonists include Manny, a fixer
that shuttles journalists in and out of war zones and provides footage for outside news agencies.
Sasha is a teenage woman that joins the Heavenly Kingdom before she discovers the ugly truths
behind their movement. Finally, we have Roland: A US Army vet kitted out with cyberware
(including blood that heals major trauma wounds and a brain that can handle enough LSD to kill an
elephant), tormented by broken memories, and 12,000 career kills under his belt. In the
not-so-distant world Evans conjures we find advanced technology, a gender expansive culture, and a
roving Burning Man-like city fueled by hedonistic excess. This powerful debut novel from Robert
Evans is based on his investigative reporting from international conflict zones and on increasingly
polarized domestic struggles. It is a vision of our very possible future.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: 10 Books that Screwed Up the
World Benjamin Wiker, 2008-05-06 You’ve heard of the Great Books? These are their evil opposites.
From Machiavelli's The Prince to Alfred Kinsey’s Sexual Behavior in the Human Male, from Karl
Marx's Communist Manifesto to Margaret Mead’s Coming of Age in Samoa, these influential books
have led to war, genocide, totalitarian oppression, the breakdown of the family, and disastrous social
experiments. And yet the toxic ideas peddled in these books are more popular and pervasive than
ever. In fact, they might influence your own thinking without your realizing it. Fortunately, Professor
Benjamin Wiker is ready with an antidote, exposing the beguiling errors in each of these evil books.
Witty, learned, and provocative, 10 Books That Screwed Up the World provides a quick education in
the worst ideas in human history and explains how we can avoid them in the future.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Women in White Coats Olivia
Campbell, 2022-09-15 Meet the pioneering women who changed the medical landscape for us all For
fans of Hidden Figures and Radium Girls comes the remarkable story of three Victorian women who
broke down barriers in the medical field to become the first women doctors, revolutionising the way
women receive health care. In the early 1800s, women were dying in large numbers from treatable
diseases because they avoided receiving medical care. Examinations performed by male doctors
were often demeaning and even painful. In addition, women faced stigma from illness--a diagnosis
could greatly limit their ability to find husbands, jobs or be received in polite society. Motivated by
personal loss and frustration over inadequate medical care, Elizabeth Blackwell, Elizabeth Garrett
Anderson and Sophia Jex-Blake fought for a woman's place in the male-dominated medical field. For
the first time ever, Women in White Coats tells the complete history of these three pioneering
women who, despite countless obstacles, earned medical degrees and paved the way for other
women to do the same. Though very different in personality and circumstance, together these
women built women-run hospitals and teaching colleges - creating for the first time medical care for
women by women. With gripping storytelling based on extensive research and access to archival
documents, Women in White Coats tells the courageous history these women made by becoming
doctors, detailing the boundaries they broke of gender and science to reshape how we receive
medical care today.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: The De-Textbook Cracked.com,,
2013-10-29 You are an idiot. Don't get defensive! It's not your fault. For decades your teachers,
authority figures and textbooks have been lying to you. You do not have five senses. Your tongue
doesn't have neatly segregated taste-bud zones. You don't know what the pyramids really looked
like. You're even pooping wrong - Jesus, you're a wreck! But it's going to be okay. Because we're



here to help. Packed with more sexy facts than the Encyclopedia Pornographica, the Cracked
De-Textbook will teach you about the true stars of history, why you picture everything from
Velociraptors to Ancient Rome incorrectly, and finally, at long last - how to pop a proper squat. This
book was built from the ground up to systematically seek out, dismantle and destroy the many
untruths that years of misguided education have left festering inside of you, and leave you a smarter
person...whether you like it or not. The De-Textbook is a merciless, brutal learning machine. It can't
be bargained with. It can't be reasoned with. It doesn't feel pity, or remorse, or fear. And it
absolutely will not stop, ever, until you are informed.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Vice John R. Baker, Stephen J.
Rivele, 2011-01-18 9 square miles. 10,000 criminals. 130 cops. A riveting memoir by Baker,
California's most-decorated police officer Compton: the most violent and crime-ridden city in
America. What had been a semi-rural suburb of Los Angeles in the 1950s became a battleground for
the Black Panthers and Malcolm X Foundation, the home of the Crips and Bloods and the first
Hispanic gangs, and the cradle of gangster rap. At the center of it, trying to maintain order was the
Compton Police Department, never more than 130-strong, and facing an army of criminals that
numbered over 10,000. At any given time, fully one-tenth of Compton's population was in prison, yet
this tidal wave of crime was held back by the thinnest line of the law—the Compton Police. John R.
Baker was raised in Compton, eventually becoming the city's most decorated officer involved in
some of its most notorious, horrifying and scandalous criminal cases. Baker's account of Compton
from 1950 to 2001 is one of the most powerful and compelling cop memoirs ever written—an
intensely human account of sacrifice and public service, and the price the men and women of the
Compton Police Department paid to preserve their city.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Savages and Civilization Jack
Weatherford, 2010-05-19 A “provocative [and] vivid” (Minneapolis Star Tribune) look at the primitive
cultures that have given many gifts to the modern world, and how their very existence is now
threatened “This book should serve as a ‘wake-up’ call to people everywhere.”—Library Journal In
Indian Givers and Native Roots, renowned anthropologist Jack Weatherford explored the clash
between Native American and European cultures. Now, in Savages and Civilization, Weatherford
broadens his focus to examine how civilization threatens to obliterate unique tribal and ethnic
cultures around the world—and in the process imperils its own existence. As Weatherford explains,
the relationship between “civilized” and “savage” peoples through history has encompassed not only
violence, but also a surprising degree of cooperation, mutual influence, trade, and intermarriage.
But this relationship has now entered a critical stage everywhere in the world, as indigenous peoples
fiercely resist the onslaught of a global civilization that will obliterate their identities. Savages and
Civilization powerfully demonstrates that our survival as a species is based not on a choice between
savages and civilization, but rather on a commitment to their vital coexistence.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: A Patriot's History of the
United States Larry Schweikart, Michael Patrick Allen, 2004-12-29 For the past three decades,
many history professors have allowed their biases to distort the way America’s past is taught. These
intellectuals have searched for instances of racism, sexism, and bigotry in our history while
downplaying the greatness of America’s patriots and the achievements of “dead white men.” As a
result, more emphasis is placed on Harriet Tubman than on George Washington; more about the
internment of Japanese Americans during World War II than about D-Day or Iwo Jima; more on the
dangers we faced from Joseph McCarthy than those we faced from Josef Stalin. A Patriot’s History of
the United States corrects those doctrinaire biases. In this groundbreaking book, America’s
discovery, founding, and development are reexamined with an appreciation for the elements of
public virtue, personal liberty, and private property that make this nation uniquely successful. This
book offers a long-overdue acknowledgment of America’s true and proud history.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Flesh and Stone Richard
Sennett, 2002 From Classical Greece and Rome to medieval and Renaissance Europe, from
Hogarth's London to the metropolis of today, cities have been at the centre of human existence for



thousands of years. By examining individual cities at their most pivotal moments in history, and the
way people lived in them, Richard Sennett traces changing attitudes to concepts such as space,
burial, sanctuary and planning. He provides fascinating insights into the interaction between the
human body and the spaces of the city it inhabits, evoking the sounds, smells and bustle throughout
the centuries. And he asks whether modern cities starve people's sensual experience.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: The Origin of Consciousness
in the Breakdown of the Bicameral Mind Julian Jaynes, 2000-08-15 National Book Award
Finalist: “This man’s ideas may be the most influential, not to say controversial, of the second half of
the twentieth century.”—Columbus Dispatch At the heart of this classic, seminal book is Julian
Jaynes's still-controversial thesis that human consciousness did not begin far back in animal
evolution but instead is a learned process that came about only three thousand years ago and is still
developing. The implications of this revolutionary scientific paradigm extend into virtually every
aspect of our psychology, our history and culture, our religion—and indeed our future. “Don’t be put
off by the academic title of Julian Jaynes’s The Origin of Consciousness in the Breakdown of the
Bicameral Mind. Its prose is always lucid and often lyrical…he unfolds his case with the utmost
intellectual rigor.”—The New York Times “When Julian Jaynes . . . speculates that until late in the
twentieth millennium BC men had no consciousness but were automatically obeying the voices of the
gods, we are astounded but compelled to follow this remarkable thesis.”—John Updike, The New
Yorker “He is as startling as Freud was in The Interpretation of Dreams, and Jaynes is equally as
adept at forcing a new view of known human behavior.”—American Journal of Psychiatry
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: The Collapse of Western
Civilization Naomi Oreskes, Erik M. Conway, 2014-07-01 The year is 2393, and the world is almost
unrecognizable. Clear warnings of climate catastrophe went ignored for decades, leading to soaring
temperatures, rising sea levels, widespread drought and—finally—the disaster now known as the
Great Collapse of 2093, when the disintegration of the West Antarctica Ice Sheet led to mass
migration and a complete reshuffling of the global order. Writing from the Second People's Republic
of China on the 300th anniversary of the Great Collapse, a senior scholar presents a gripping and
deeply disturbing account of how the children of the Enlightenment—the political and economic
elites of the so-called advanced industrial societies—failed to act, and so brought about the collapse
of Western civilization. In this haunting, provocative work of science-based fiction, Naomi Oreskes
and Eric M. Conway imagine a world devastated by climate change. Dramatizing the science in ways
traditional nonfiction cannot, the book reasserts the importance of scientists and the work they do
and reveals the self-serving interests of the so called carbon combustion complex that have turned
the practice of science into political fodder. Based on sound scholarship and yet unafraid to speak
boldly, this book provides a welcome moment of clarity amid the cacophony of climate change
literature.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: This Book Is Full of Spiders
David Wong, 2012-10-02 Fan favorite Wong takes readers to a whole new level with this blistering
sequel to the cult sensation John Dies at the End, soon to be a movie starring Paul Giamatti.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: The Independent Inventor's
Handbook Louis Foreman, Jill Gilbert Welytok, 2018-07-27 How do you actually turn a million-dollar
idea into a million dollars? From scribble-on-the-napkin to product-on-the market, The Independent
Inventor's Handbook explains everything a potential inventor needs to know and the tools he or she
needs to use to take a raw concept and turn it into reality. Written by Louis J. Foreman, creator of
the PBS series Everyday Edisons and a holder of multiple patents, together with patent attorney Jill
Gilbert Welytok, here's a book that speaks directly to the inventive American—the entrepreneur, the
tinkerer, the dreamer, the basement scientist, the stay-at-home mom who figures out how to do it
better. (over one million of them file patents each year.) Here is everything a future inventor needs:
Understanding the difference between a good idea and a marketable idea. Why investing too much
money at the outset can sink you. The downside of design patents, and how best to file an
application for a utility patent. Surveys, online test runs, and other strategies for market research on



a tight budget. Plus the effective pitch (hint: never say your target audience is everyone), questions
to ask a prospective manufacturer, 14 licensing land mines to avoid, looks-like versus works-like
prototypes, Ten Things Not to Tell a Venture Capitalist, and how to protect your invention once it's
on the market. Appendices include a glossary of legal, manufacturing, and marketing terms, a
sample nondisclosure agreement, and a patent application, deconstructed.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Science And Human Behavior
B.F Skinner, 2012-12-18 The psychology classic—a detailed study of scientific theories of human
nature and the possible ways in which human behavior can be predicted and controlled—from one of
the most influential behaviorists of the twentieth century and the author of Walden Two. “This is an
important book, exceptionally well written, and logically consistent with the basic premise of the
unitary nature of science. Many students of society and culture would take violent issue with most of
the things that Skinner has to say, but even those who disagree most will find this a stimulating
book.” —Samuel M. Strong, The American Journal of Sociology “This is a remarkable
book—remarkable in that it presents a strong, consistent, and all but exhaustive case for a natural
science of human behavior…It ought to be…valuable for those whose preferences lie with, as well as
those whose preferences stand against, a behavioristic approach to human activity.” —Harry Prosch,
Ethics
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Utopia Thomas More,
2019-04-08 Utopia is a work of fiction and socio-political satire by Thomas More published in 1516 in
Latin. The book is a frame narrative primarily depicting a fictional island society and its religious,
social and political customs. Many aspects of More's description of Utopia are reminiscent of life in
monasteries.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Carnage and Culture Victor
Davis Hanson, 2007-12-18 Examining nine landmark battles from ancient to modern times--from
Salamis, where outnumbered Greeks devastated the slave army of Xerxes, to Cortes’s conquest of
Mexico to the Tet offensive--Victor Davis Hanson explains why the armies of the West have been the
most lethal and effective of any fighting forces in the world. Looking beyond popular explanations
such as geography or superior technology, Hanson argues that it is in fact Western culture and
values–the tradition of dissent, the value placed on inventiveness and adaptation, the concept of
citizenship–which have consistently produced superior arms and soldiers. Offering riveting battle
narratives and a balanced perspective that avoids simple triumphalism, Carnage and Culture
demonstrates how armies cannot be separated from the cultures that produce them and explains
why an army produced by a free culture will always have the advantage.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Civilization Will Eat Itself Ran
Prieur, 2004 Personal reflections on the origins of civilization, how civilization has been a negative
force, and what it might look like to reject it.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Madness and Civilization
Michel Foucault, 2013-01-30 Michel Foucault examines the archeology of madness in the West from
1500 to 1800 - from the late Middle Ages, when insanity was still considered part of everyday life
and fools and lunatics walked the streets freely, to the time when such people began to be
considered a threat, asylums were first built, and walls were erected between the insane and the
rest of humanity.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: A Libertarian Walks Into a
Bear Matthew Hongoltz-Hetling, 2020-09-15 A tiny American town's plans for radical
self-government overlooked one hairy detail: no one told the bears. Once upon a time, a group of
libertarians got together and hatched the Free Town Project, a plan to take over an American town
and completely eliminate its government. In 2004, they set their sights on Grafton, NH, a barely
populated settlement with one paved road. When they descended on Grafton, public funding for
pretty much everything shrank: the fire department, the library, the schoolhouse. State and federal
laws became meek suggestions, scarcely heard in the town's thick wilderness. The anything-goes
atmosphere soon caught the attention of Grafton's neighbors: the bears. Freedom-loving citizens



ignored hunting laws and regulations on food disposal. They built a tent city in an effort to get off
the grid. The bears smelled food and opportunity. A Libertarian Walks Into a Bear is the sometimes
funny, sometimes terrifying tale of what happens when a government disappears into the woods.
Complete with gunplay, adventure, and backstabbing politicians, this is the ultimate story of a
quintessential American experiment -- to live free or die, perhaps from a bear.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Homo Deus Yuval Noah Harari,
2017-02-21 Official U.S. edition with full color illustrations throughout. NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER Yuval Noah Harari, author of the critically-acclaimed New York Times bestseller and
international phenomenon Sapiens, returns with an equally original, compelling, and provocative
book, turning his focus toward humanity’s future, and our quest to upgrade humans into gods. Over
the past century humankind has managed to do the impossible and rein in famine, plague, and war.
This may seem hard to accept, but, as Harari explains in his trademark style—thorough, yet
riveting—famine, plague and war have been transformed from incomprehensible and uncontrollable
forces of nature into manageable challenges. For the first time ever, more people die from eating too
much than from eating too little; more people die from old age than from infectious diseases; and
more people commit suicide than are killed by soldiers, terrorists and criminals put together. The
average American is a thousand times more likely to die from binging at McDonalds than from being
blown up by Al Qaeda. What then will replace famine, plague, and war at the top of the human
agenda? As the self-made gods of planet earth, what destinies will we set ourselves, and which
quests will we undertake? Homo Deus explores the projects, dreams and nightmares that will shape
the twenty-first century—from overcoming death to creating artificial life. It asks the fundamental
questions: Where do we go from here? And how will we protect this fragile world from our own
destructive powers? This is the next stage of evolution. This is Homo Deus. With the same insight
and clarity that made Sapiens an international hit and a New York Times bestseller, Harari maps out
our future.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Between the World and Me
Ta-Nehisi Coates, 2015-07-14 #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD
WINNER • NAMED ONE OF TIME’S TEN BEST NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE DECADE •
PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST • NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FINALIST • ONE OF
OPRAH’S “BOOKS THAT HELP ME THROUGH” • NOW AN HBO ORIGINAL SPECIAL EVENT Hailed
by Toni Morrison as “required reading,” a bold and personal literary exploration of America’s racial
history by “the most important essayist in a generation and a writer who changed the national
political conversation about race” (Rolling Stone) NAMED ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL
BOOKS OF THE DECADE BY CNN • NAMED ONE OF PASTE’S BEST MEMOIRS OF THE DECADE •
NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review • O:
The Oprah Magazine • The Washington Post • People • Entertainment Weekly • Vogue • Los
Angeles Times • San Francisco Chronicle • Chicago Tribune • New York • Newsday • Library
Journal • Publishers Weekly In a profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about
American history and ideals to the most intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates
offers a powerful new framework for understanding our nation’s history and current crisis.
Americans have built an empire on the idea of “race,” a falsehood that damages us all but falls most
heavily on the bodies of black women and men—bodies exploited through slavery and segregation,
and, today, threatened, locked up, and murdered out of all proportion. What is it like to inhabit a
black body and find a way to live within it? And how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught
history and free ourselves from its burden? Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt
to answer these questions in a letter to his adolescent son. Coates shares with his son—and
readers—the story of his awakening to the truth about his place in the world through a series of
revelatory experiences, from Howard University to Civil War battlefields, from the South Side of
Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living rooms of mothers whose children’s lives
were taken as American plunder. Beautifully woven from personal narrative, reimagined history, and
fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the World and Me clearly illuminates the past,



bracingly confronts our present, and offers a transcendent vision for a way forward.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: The Kid Stays in the Picture
Robert Evans, 1994 The motion picture producer describes his early career as an actor, liasons with
actresses, rise to powerful studio executive, time in a mental institution, drug use, loss of status in
Hollywood, and rise back to power.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: The Mind of Primitive Man
Franz Boas, 2023-01-22 Reprint of the original, first published in 1938.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Out Of Control Kevin Kelly,
2009-04-30 Out of Control chronicles the dawn of a new era in which the machines and systems that
drive our economy are so complex and autonomous as to be indistinguishable from living things.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Sophie's World Jostein Gaarder,
2007-03-20 A page-turning novel that is also an exploration of the great philosophical concepts of
Western thought, Jostein Gaarder's Sophie's World has fired the imagination of readers all over the
world, with more than twenty million copies in print. One day fourteen-year-old Sophie Amundsen
comes home from school to find in her mailbox two notes, with one question on each: Who are you?
and Where does the world come from? From that irresistible beginning, Sophie becomes obsessed
with questions that take her far beyond what she knows of her Norwegian village. Through those
letters, she enrolls in a kind of correspondence course, covering Socrates to Sartre, with a
mysterious philosopher, while receiving letters addressed to another girl. Who is Hilde? And why
does her mail keep turning up? To unravel this riddle, Sophie must use the philosophy she is
learning—but the truth turns out to be far more complicated than she could have imagined.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Sodomy and the Pirate
Tradition B. R. Burg, 1995-03-01 Explores the sexual world of the one of the most fabled and
romanticized character in history--the pirate Pirates are among the most heavily romanticized and
fabled characters in history. From Bluebeard to Captain Hook, they have been the subject of
countless movies, books, children's tales, even a world-famous amusement park ride. In Sodomy and
the Pirate Tradition, historian B. R. Burg investigates the social and sexual world of these sea rovers,
a tightly bound brotherhood of men engaged in almost constant warfare. What, he asks, did these
men, often on the high seas for years at a time, do for sexual fulfillment? Buccaneer sexuality
differed widely from that of other all- male institutions such as prisons, for it existed not within a
regimented structure of rule, regulations, and oppressive supervision, but instead operated in a
society in which widespread toleration of homosexuality was the norm and conditions encouraged its
practice. In his new introduction, Burg discusses the initial response to the book when it was
published in 1983 and how our perspectives on all-male societies have since changed.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: The Human Web John Robert
McNeill, William Hardy McNeill, 2003 Why did the first civilizations emerge when and where they
did? How did Islam become a unifying force in the world of its birth? What enabled the West to
project its goods and power around the world from the fifteenth century on? Why was agriculture
invented seven times and the steam engine just once?World-historical questions such as these, the
subjects of major works by Jared Diamond, David Landes, and others, are now of great moment as
global frictions increase. In a spirited and original contribution to this quickening discussion, two
renowned historians, father and son, explore the webs that have drawn humans together in patterns
of interaction and exchange, cooperation and competition, since earliest times. Whether small or
large, loose or dense, these webs have provided the medium for the movement of ideas, goods,
power, and money within and across cultures, societies, and nations. From the thin, localized webs
that characterized agricultural communities twelve thousand years ago, through the denser, more
interactive metropolitan webs that surrounded ancient Sumer, Athens, and Timbuktu, to the
electrified global web that today envelops virtually the entire world in a maelstrom of cooperation
and competition, J. R. McNeill and William H. McNeill show human webs to be a key component of
world history and a revealing framework of analysis. Avoiding any determinism, environmental or
cultural, the McNeills give us a synthesizing picture of the big patterns of world history in a rich,



open-ended, concise account.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: The Blank Slate Steven Pinker,
2003-08-26 A brilliant inquiry into the origins of human nature from the author of Rationality, The
Better Angels of Our Nature, and Enlightenment Now. Sweeping, erudite, sharply argued, and fun to
read..also highly persuasive. --Time Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize Updated with a new afterword One
of the world's leading experts on language and the mind explores the idea of human nature and its
moral, emotional, and political colorings. With characteristic wit, lucidity, and insight, Pinker argues
that the dogma that the mind has no innate traits-a doctrine held by many intellectuals during the
past century-denies our common humanity and our individual preferences, replaces objective
analyses of social problems with feel-good slogans, and distorts our understanding of politics,
violence, parenting, and the arts. Injecting calm and rationality into debates that are notorious for
ax-grinding and mud-slinging, Pinker shows the importance of an honest acknowledgment of human
nature based on science and common sense.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: The Status Civilization Robert
Sheckley, 2023-08-22 The Status Civilization by Robert Sheckley. Published by Good Press. Good
Press publishes a wide range of titles that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics &
literary fiction and non-fiction to forgotten−or yet undiscovered gems−of world literature, we issue
the books that need to be read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and formatted
to boost readability for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are
user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Ancient Mesopotamia A. Leo
Oppenheim, 2013-01-31 This splendid work of scholarship . . . sums up with economy and power all
that the written record so far deciphered has to tell about the ancient and complementary
civilizations of Babylon and Assyria.—Edward B. Garside, New York Times Book Review Ancient
Mesopotamia—the area now called Iraq—has received less attention than ancient Egypt and other
long-extinct and more spectacular civilizations. But numerous small clay tablets buried in the desert
soil for thousands of years make it possible for us to know more about the people of ancient
Mesopotamia than any other land in the early Near East. Professor Oppenheim, who studied these
tablets for more than thirty years, used his intimate knowledge of long-dead languages to put
together a distinctively personal picture of the Mesopotamians of some three thousand years ago.
Following Oppenheim's death, Erica Reiner used the author's outline to complete the revisions he
had begun. To any serious student of Mesopotamian civilization, this is one of the most valuable
books ever written.—Leonard Cottrell, Book Week Leo Oppenheim has made a bold, brave,
pioneering attempt to present a synthesis of the vast mass of philological and archaeological data
that have accumulated over the past hundred years in the field of Assyriological research.—Samuel
Noah Kramer, Archaeology A. Leo Oppenheim, one of the most distinguished Assyriologists of our
time, was editor in charge of the Assyrian Dictionary of the Oriental Institute and John A. Wilson
Professor of Oriental Studies at the University of Chicago.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Stamped from the Beginning
Ibram X. Kendi, 2016-04-12 The National Book Award winning history of how racist ideas were
created, spread, and deeply rooted in American society. Some Americans insist that we're living in a
post-racial society. But racist thought is not just alive and well in America -- it is more sophisticated
and more insidious than ever. And as award-winning historian Ibram X. Kendi argues, racist ideas
have a long and lingering history, one in which nearly every great American thinker is complicit. In
this deeply researched and fast-moving narrative, Kendi chronicles the entire story of anti-black
racist ideas and their staggering power over the course of American history. He uses the life stories
of five major American intellectuals to drive this history: Puritan minister Cotton Mather, Thomas
Jefferson, abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, W.E.B. Du Bois, and legendary activist Angela Davis.
As Kendi shows, racist ideas did not arise from ignorance or hatred. They were created to justify and
rationalize deeply entrenched discriminatory policies and the nation's racial inequities. In shedding
light on this history, Stamped from the Beginning offers us the tools we need to expose racist



thinking. In the process, he gives us reason to hope.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Command Of The Air General
Giulio Douhet, 2014-08-15 In the pantheon of air power spokesmen, Giulio Douhet holds center
stage. His writings, more often cited than perhaps actually read, appear as excerpts and aphorisms
in the writings of numerous other air power spokesmen, advocates-and critics. Though a highly
controversial figure, the very controversy that surrounds him offers to us a testimonial of the value
and depth of his work, and the need for airmen today to become familiar with his thought. The
progressive development of air power to the point where, today, it is more correct to refer to
aerospace power has not outdated the notions of Douhet in the slightest In fact, in many ways, the
kinds of technological capabilities that we enjoy as a global air power provider attest to the breadth
of his vision. Douhet, together with Hugh “Boom” Trenchard of Great Britain and William “Billy”
Mitchell of the United States, is justly recognized as one of the three great spokesmen of the early
air power era. This reprint is offered in the spirit of continuing the dialogue that Douhet himself so
perceptively began with the first edition of this book, published in 1921. Readers may well find much
that they disagree with in this book, but also much that is of enduring value. The vital necessity of
Douhet’s central vision-that command of the air is all important in modern warfare-has been proven
throughout the history of wars in this century, from the fighting over the Somme to the air war over
Kuwait and Iraq.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: The Dawn of Everything David
Graeber, David Wengrow, 2021-11-09 INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A dramatically
new understanding of human history, challenging our most fundamental assumptions about social
evolution—from the development of agriculture and cities to the origins of the state, democracy, and
inequality—and revealing new possibilities for human emancipation. For generations, our remote
ancestors have been cast as primitive and childlike—either free and equal innocents, or thuggish and
warlike. Civilization, we are told, could be achieved only by sacrificing those original freedoms or,
alternatively, by taming our baser instincts. David Graeber and David Wengrow show how such
theories first emerged in the eighteenth century as a conservative reaction to powerful critiques of
European society posed by Indigenous observers and intellectuals. Revisiting this encounter has
startling implications for how we make sense of human history today, including the origins of
farming, property, cities, democracy, slavery, and civilization itself. Drawing on pathbreaking
research in archaeology and anthropology, the authors show how history becomes a far more
interesting place once we learn to throw off our conceptual shackles and perceive what’s really
there. If humans did not spend 95 percent of their evolutionary past in tiny bands of
hunter-gatherers, what were they doing all that time? If agriculture, and cities, did not mean a
plunge into hierarchy and domination, then what kinds of social and economic organization did they
lead to? The answers are often unexpected, and suggest that the course of human history may be
less set in stone, and more full of playful, hopeful possibilities, than we tend to assume. The Dawn of
Everything fundamentally transforms our understanding of the human past and offers a path toward
imagining new forms of freedom, new ways of organizing society. This is a monumental book of
formidable intellectual range, animated by curiosity, moral vision, and a faith in the power of direct
action. Includes Black-and-White Illustrations
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Beyond Civilization Daniel
Quinn, 2009-02-04 In Beyond Civilization, Daniel Quinn thinks the unthinkable. We all know there's
no one right way to build a bicycle, no one right way to design an automobile, no one right way to
make a pair of shoes, but we're convinced that there must be only one right way to live -- and the
one we have is it, no matter what. Beyond Civilization makes practical sense of the vision of Daniel
Quinn's best-selling novel Ishmael. Examining ancient civilizations such as the Maya and the Olmec,
as well as modern-day microcosms of alternative living like circus societies, Quinn guides us on a
quest for a new model for society, one that is forward-thinking and encourages diversity instead of
suppressing it. Beyond Civilization is not about a New World Order but a New Personal World Order
that would allow people to assert control over their own destiny and grant them the freedom to



create their own way of life right now -- not in some distant utopian future.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Fire Stephen J. Pyne, 2019-08-12
Over vast expanses of time, fire and humanity have interacted to expand the domain of each,
transforming the earth and what it means to be human. In this concise yet wide-ranging book,
Stephen J. Pyne—named by Science magazine as “the world’s leading authority on the history of
fire”—explores the surprising dynamics of fire before humans, fire and human origins, aboriginal
economies of hunting and foraging, agricultural and pastoral uses of fire, fire ceremonies, fire as an
idea and a technology, and industrial fire. In this revised and expanded edition, Pyne looks to the
future of fire as a constant, defining presence on Earth. A new chapter explores the importance of
fire in the twenty-first century, with special attention to its role in the Anthropocene, or what he
posits might equally be called the Pyrocene.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Natural History of Intellect Ralph
Waldo Emerson, 1893
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: Napoleon's Buttons Penny Le
Couteur, Jay Burreson, 2004-05-24 Napoleon's Buttons is the fascinating account of seventeen
groups of molecules that have greatly influenced the course of history. These molecules provided the
impetus for early exploration, and made possible the voyages of discovery that ensued. The
molecules resulted in grand feats of engineering and spurred advances in medicine and law; they
determined what we now eat, drink, and wear. A change as small as the position of an atom can lead
to enormous alterations in the properties of a substance-which, in turn, can result in great historical
shifts. With lively prose and an eye for colorful and unusual details, Le Couteur and Burreson offer a
novel way to understand the shaping of civilization and the workings of our contemporary world.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: The Googlization of
Everything Siva Vaidhyanathan, 2012-03-13 In the beginning, the World Wide Web was exciting
and open to the point of anarchy, a vast and intimidating repository of unindexed confusion. Into this
creative chaos came Google with its dazzling mission—To organize the world’s information and make
it universally accessible—and its much-quoted motto, Don’t be evil. In this provocative book, Siva
Vaidhyanathan examines the ways we have used and embraced Google—and the growing resistance
to its expansion across the globe. He exposes the dark side of our Google fantasies, raising red flags
about issues of intellectual property and the much-touted Google Book Search. He assesses Google’s
global impact, particularly in China, and explains the insidious effect of Googlization on the way we
think. Finally, Vaidhyanathan proposes the construction of an Internet ecosystem designed to benefit
the whole world and keep one brilliant and powerful company from falling into the evil it pledged to
avoid.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: I Don't Susan Squire,
2008-07-22 In this provocative and ambitious book, Squire unravels the turbulent history and many
implications of the institution of marriage. The author delves into the many ways men and women
have come together and what the state of their unions has meant for history, society, and politics.
  a brief history of vice how bad behavior built civilization: The Fat Lady Sang Robert
Evans, 2013-11-12 From the legendary producer and author of The Kid Stays in the Picture—one of
the greatest Hollywood memoirs ever written—comes a long-awaited second work with all the
elements of a star-studded blockbuster: glamour and conflict, giddy highs and near-fatal lows,
struggle and perseverance, tragedy and triumph.
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