
a brief history of the world

A Critical Analysis of "A Brief History of the
World": Its Enduring Impact on Current Trends

Author: While there isn't a single definitive "A Brief History of the World," the most
prominent and widely recognized book with this title is written by Ernst Breisach.
Breisach was a distinguished historian specializing in modern European history and the
history of historiography. His expertise lends considerable weight to his interpretation of
global events.

Publisher: The publisher of Breisach's "A Brief History of the World" is Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich. Now part of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, this established publisher has a long
history of producing high-quality academic and general interest books, lending credibility
to the publication.

Editor: While specific editor information for older editions isn't readily available online,
the editorial process at Harcourt Brace Jovanovich at the time would have involved
experienced professionals with expertise in history and publishing. The rigorous editorial
standards of such a reputable publisher are implicit in the book’s publication.

Introduction: Understanding "A Brief History of the
World"

Ernst Breisach’s "A Brief History of the World," despite its title, is far from a superficial
overview. It offers a sophisticated and nuanced perspective on the major trends and
turning points that have shaped human civilization, emphasizing the interconnectedness of
events across different geographical regions and time periods. This analysis will explore
how "A Brief History of the World" continues to impact current trends by examining its key
themes and their relevance in the 21st century.

Key Themes and their Contemporary Relevance:

The Interconnectedness of History: Breisach powerfully illustrates how seemingly1.
isolated events are often intricately linked. His account of "A Brief History of the
World" emphasizes the continuous interaction between different cultures and
societies. This theme is highly relevant today, in an increasingly globalized world
facing shared challenges like climate change, pandemics, and economic crises.
Understanding the historical precedents for such interconnectedness is crucial for
developing effective international cooperation. The book's approach encourages a
more holistic understanding of current events, moving beyond simplistic narratives
and acknowledging the complex interplay of factors.



The Recurrence of Patterns: "A Brief History of the World" highlights recurring1.
patterns throughout history, such as the rise and fall of empires, the cyclical nature
of conflict and peace, and the enduring tension between individual liberty and
collective order. Recognizing these patterns is not about predicting the future, but
rather about understanding the potential pitfalls and opportunities presented by
contemporary situations. By examining past failures and successes, we can gain
valuable insights into addressing current challenges more effectively. The book's
examination of cyclical patterns provides a framework for analyzing modern political
and social structures.

The Role of Ideas and Ideologies: Breisach's "A Brief History of the World" effectively1.
demonstrates the profound influence of ideas and ideologies on the course of history.
He explores the impact of religious beliefs, political philosophies, and economic
systems on societal development and international relations. This emphasis is
particularly relevant in the 21st century, where ideological conflicts continue to
shape global politics, and the spread of misinformation and disinformation poses a
significant threat to democratic societies. The book emphasizes the critical
importance of understanding the historical roots of contemporary ideologies and
their potential consequences.

The Evolution of Power Dynamics: The study of power dynamics throughout history is1.
a central theme in "A Brief History of the World." Breisach meticulously traces the
shifts in global power, from ancient empires to modern nation-states, exploring the
diverse forms of power – military, economic, political, and cultural – and their
interactions. This historical perspective is essential for comprehending the current
geopolitical landscape, understanding the rise of new powers, and navigating the
complexities of international relations. The book’s exploration of power dynamics
provides a framework for understanding contemporary global conflicts and alliances.

Impact on Current Trends:

The enduring impact of "A Brief History of the World" is evident in its influence on
contemporary discussions across multiple fields. Its emphasis on interconnectedness
informs contemporary scholarship in global history, encouraging interdisciplinary
approaches to research and analysis. The book’s emphasis on the recurrence of patterns
informs contemporary political analysis and risk assessment, leading to more nuanced
understandings of current geopolitical tensions. Its analysis of power dynamics shapes the
contemporary study of international relations, and the role of ideas and ideologies finds
resonance in contemporary discussions on social and political theory.

The book's comprehensive coverage of a vast expanse of time and geographical locations
allows readers to understand the underlying forces shaping our present world. It counters



simplistic narratives that reduce complex historical processes to singular causes or
outcomes. Instead, it encourages critical thinking and a deep understanding of the
intricate web of factors that influence human societies throughout history. This critical
thinking fostered by "A Brief History of the World" remains essential for effectively
addressing the complexities of the modern era.

Limitations and Criticisms:

While influential, "A Brief History of the World" is not without its limitations. Given the
vast scope of the subject matter, some critics have argued that certain regions or periods
receive less attention than others. Furthermore, the book's publication date necessitates
an understanding of the historical context in which it was written. Some perspectives may
have shifted since its publication, requiring a critical engagement with the text,
considering its inherent biases and the ongoing evolution of historical scholarship. The
inherently Eurocentric lens, common in historical narratives of this era, requires a
contemporary reader to engage with the text critically, situating it within the limitations of
its time.

Conclusion:

Ernst Breisach’s "A Brief History of the World" remains a valuable contribution to
historical understanding. Despite its limitations, the book’s emphasis on
interconnectedness, recurring patterns, the role of ideas, and power dynamics provides a
framework for analyzing and comprehending current global trends. Its enduring influence
on contemporary scholarship and public discourse underscores the continuing relevance
of a broad historical perspective in navigating the complexities of the 21st century. By
promoting critical thinking and nuanced understandings of the past, "A Brief History of
the World" equips readers with the tools necessary to engage with the challenges and
opportunities of the present and future.

FAQs:

Is "A Brief History of the World" suitable for beginners? While comprehensive, it's1.
accessible to those with a basic understanding of history. However, its depth might
challenge absolute beginners.

What makes Breisach's "A Brief History of the World" different from other world1.
history books? Breisach's approach emphasizes the interconnectedness of events and
the cyclical nature of history, offering a more holistic perspective.

Does the book focus on Western civilization? While it covers Western civilization, it1.
strives for a global perspective, acknowledging the contributions of other cultures.



However, it’s important to acknowledge potential Eurocentric biases inherent in its
era of publication.

How does the book address controversial historical events? Breisach presents1.
different perspectives on contentious issues, encouraging critical engagement rather
than offering definitive judgments.

Is "A Brief History of the World" outdated? While some perspectives may require1.
updating in light of recent scholarship, the core themes remain relevant and provide
a solid foundation for understanding global history.

What are the main strengths of the book? Its clarity, comprehensiveness, and1.
emphasis on interconnectedness and recurring patterns are its key strengths.

What are the main weaknesses of the book? Potential Eurocentric biases and the1.
inevitable limitations of a single-authored "brief" history are its main weaknesses.

Are there any updated or revised editions of "A Brief History of the World"? While1.
there might not be formally revised editions, engaging with contemporary historical
scholarship alongside the text can address some of its limitations.

Where can I find "A Brief History of the World"? The book is widely available online1.
and in bookstores, both in print and potentially as an ebook.

Related Articles:

The Rise and Fall of Empires: An analysis of the cyclical nature of empires1.
throughout history, drawing parallels with contemporary power dynamics.



The Impact of Religion on World History: An exploration of the profound influence of1.
religious beliefs on societal development and international relations across different
eras.

Global Trade and Economic Interdependence: Examines the historical evolution of1.
global trade networks and their impact on economic interdependence in the modern
world.

The History of Warfare and its Evolution: Traces the development of warfare from1.
ancient times to the present day, analyzing its changing nature and impact on
societies.

The Spread of Ideas and Ideologies: An exploration of the transmission of ideas and1.
ideologies throughout history, examining the mechanisms and consequences of
cultural diffusion.

The History of Democracy and its Challenges: A historical overview of the1.
development and evolution of democratic systems, considering both successes and
failures.

Climate Change Through History: Examines the historical relationship between1.
climate change and human societies, illustrating the long-term consequences of
environmental shifts.

The History of Migration and its Impact: Explores the historical patterns of human1.
migration, highlighting the causes, consequences, and societal transformations.

The Cold War and its Legacy: An examination of the Cold War era, analyzing its1.
impact on global politics, international relations, and contemporary geopolitics.



  a brief history of the world: Reflections on the History of Art Ernst Hans Gombrich,
1987-01-01 Essays discuss Greek and Chineese art, Da Vinci, Michelangelo, Dutch genre painting,
Rubens, Rembrandt, art collecting, museums, and Freud's aesthetics
  a brief history of the world: The World Felipe Fernández-Armesto, 2008 The World: A Brief
World History, Volume II.
  a brief history of the world: A Short History of the World Geoffrey Blainey, 2003-03-08 A
superb history of the world's people during the last four million years, beginning before the human
race moved out of Africa to explore and settle the other continents. Mr. Blainey explores the
development of technology and skills, the rise of major religions, and the role of geography,
considering both the larger patterns and the individual nature of history. A delightful read,
gracefully written, and full of odd and interesting pieces of information as well as thoughtful
comparisons that span both time and space. —William L. O'Neill
  a brief history of the world: Short History of the World Ruth Brocklehurst, Ruth Brook H.
Brocklehurst, 2018 Friends, Romans, citizens of the world - do you want to take a fast-paced trip
through time? All of human history is here, from hunter-gatherers in the Ice Age to technological
innovators in modern times. With bitesize narrative accounts, lively illustrations, timelines, maps
and links to specially selected websites to bring history alive.
  a brief history of the world: A Little History of the World E. H. Gombrich, 2014-10-01 E. H.
Gombrich's Little History of the World, though written in 1935, has become one of the treasures of
historical writing since its first publication in English in 2005. The Yale edition alone has now sold
over half a million copies, and the book is available worldwide in almost thirty languages. Gombrich
was of course the best-known art historian of his time, and his text suggests illustrations on every
page. This illustrated edition of the Little History brings together the pellucid humanity of his
narrative with the images that may well have been in his mind's eye as he wrote the book. The two
hundred illustrations—most of them in full color—are not simple embellishments, though they are
beautiful. They emerge from the text, enrich the author's intention, and deepen the pleasure of
reading this remarkable work. For this edition the text is reset in a spacious format, flowing around
illustrations that range from paintings to line drawings, emblems, motifs, and symbols. The book
incorporates freshly drawn maps, a revised preface, and a new index. Blending high-grade design,
fine paper, and classic binding, this is both a sumptuous gift book and an enhanced edition of a
timeless account of human history.
  a brief history of the world: A Short History of the World Herbert George Wells, 1922 A
Short History of the World is a period-piece non-fictional historic work by English author H. G.
Wells. The book was largely inspired by Wells's earlier 1919 work The Outline of History.
  a brief history of the world: A Short History of the World John Morris Roberts, 1997
Chronologically discusses the events of history beginning with the evolution of man and ending with
the restructuring of Western Europe in 1993.
  a brief history of the world: A Brief History of Earth Andrew H. Knoll, 2021-04-27 Harvard’s
acclaimed geologist “charts Earth’s history in accessible style” (AP) “A sublime chronicle of our
planet. –Booklist, STARRED review How well do you know the ground beneath your feet? Odds are,
where you’re standing was once cooking under a roiling sea of lava, crushed by a towering sheet of
ice, rocked by a nearby meteor strike, or perhaps choked by poison gases, drowned beneath ocean,
perched atop a mountain range, or roamed by fearsome monsters. Probably most or even all of the
above. The story of our home planet and the organisms spread across its surface is far more
spectacular than any Hollywood blockbuster, filled with enough plot twists to rival a bestselling
thriller. But only recently have we begun to piece together the whole mystery into a coherent
narrative. Drawing on his decades of field research and up-to-the-minute understanding of the latest
science, renowned geologist Andrew H. Knoll delivers a rigorous yet accessible biography of Earth,
charting our home planet's epic 4.6 billion-year story. Placing twenty first-century climate change in
deep context, A Brief History of Earth is an indispensable look at where we’ve been and where we’re
going. Features original illustrations depicting Earth history and nearly 50 figures (maps, tables,



photographs, graphs).
  a brief history of the world: A Brief History of the Future Jacques Attali, 2011-07-01 What will
planet Earth be like in twenty years? At mid-century? In the year 2100? Prescient and convincing,
this book is a must-read for anyone concerned about the future. Never has the world offered more
promise for the future and been more fraught with dangers. Attali anticipates an unraveling of
American hegemony as transnational corporations sever the ties linking free enterprise to
democracy. World tensions will be primed for horrific warfare for resources and dominance. The
ultimate question is: Will we leave our children and grandchildren a world that is not only viable but
better, or in this nuclear world bequeath to them a planet that will be a living hell? Either way, he
warns, the time to act is now.
  a brief history of the world: A History of the World Andrew Marr, 2012-09-27 Fresh, exciting
and vividly readable, this is popular history at its very best. Our understanding of world history is
changing, as new discoveries are made on all the continents and old prejudices are being
challenged. In this truly global journey, political journalist Andrew Marr revisits some of the
traditional epic stories, from classical Greece and Rome to the rise of Napoleon, but surrounds them
with less familiar material, from Peru to the Ukraine, China to the Caribbean. He looks at cultures
that have failed and vanished, as well as the origins of today’s superpowers, and finds surprising
echoes and parallels across vast distances and epochs. A History of the World is a book about the
great change-makers of history and their times, people such as Cleopatra, Genghis Khan, Galileo and
Mao, but it is also a book about us. For ‘the better we understand how rulers lose touch with reality,
or why revolutions produce dictators more often than they produce happiness, or why some parts of
the world are richer than others, the easier it is to understand our own times.’
  a brief history of the world: A Concise History of the World Merry Wiesner-Hanks, 2015-09-23
This book tells the story of humankind as producers and reproducers from the Paleolithic to the
present. Renowned social and cultural historian Merry Wiesner-Hanks brings a new perspective to
world history by examining social and cultural developments across the globe, including families and
kin groups, social and gender hierarchies, sexuality, race and ethnicity, labor, religion, consumption,
and material culture. She examines how these structures and activities changed over time through
local processes and interactions with other cultures, highlighting key developments that defined
particular eras such as the growth of cities or the creation of a global trading network. Incorporating
foragers, farmers and factory workers along with shamans, scribes and secretaries, the book widens
and lengthens human history. It makes comparisons and generalizations, but also notes diversities
and particularities, as it examines the social and cultural matters that are at the heart of big
questions in world history today.
  a brief history of the world: The World Is Flat [Further Updated and Expanded; Release
3.0] Thomas L. Friedman, 2007-08-07 Explores globalization, its opportunities for individual
empowerment, its achievements at lifting millions out of poverty, and its drawbacks--environmental,
social, and political.
  a brief history of the world: A Brief History of Everything Wireless Petri Launiainen,
2018-06-06 Since the discovery of electromagnetic waves less than 150 years ago, the application of
wireless communications technology has not only revolutionized our daily lives, but also
fundamentally changed the course of world history. A Brief History of Everything Wireless charts the
fascinating story of wireless communications. The book leads the reader on an intriguing journey of
personal triumphs and stinging defeats, relating the prominent events, individuals and companies
involved in each progressive leap in technology, with a particular focus on the phenomenal impact of
each new invention on society. Beginning at the early days of spark-gap transmitters, this tale
touches on the emergence of radio and television broadcasting, as well as radio navigation and
radar, before moving on to the rise of satellite, near-field and light-based communications. Finally,
the development of wireless home networks and the explosive growth of modern cellular
technologies are revealed, complete with a captivating account of their corresponding company
histories and behind-the-scenes battles over standards. For those wishing to peek behind the magic



curtain of friendly user interfaces and clever engineering, and delve further into various processes
underlying the ubiquitous technology we depend upon yet take for granted, the book also contains
special “TechTalk” chapters that explain the theoretical basics in an intuitive way.
  a brief history of the world: The World Felipe Fernández-Armesto, 2007-11-02 The World: A
Brief History gives students the whole story. Prentice Hall is proud to offer The World: A Brief
History the new brief version of The World: A History adapted by author Felipe Fern�ndez-Armesto
himself. The use of The World: A Brief History offers added flexibility in teaching World History,
allowing instructors to supplement the text with additional readers or other material of their choice.
And because the brief text was written by Fern�ndez-Armesto himself, it continues to offer the
holistic, narrative approach to history that has made the comprehensive text successful at schools
across the nation.
  a brief history of the world: A Short History of the World in 50 Places Jacob F. Field,
2020-04-02 A new perspective on the grand sweep of our planet's story, from the prehistoric era to
the early twenty-first century.
  a brief history of the world: The World Richard Haass, 2020-05-12 The New York Times
bestseller “A clear and concise account of the history, diplomacy, economics, and societal forces that
have molded the modern global system.” —Foreign Affairs An invaluable primer from Richard Haass,
president of the Council on Foreign Relations, that will help anyone, expert and non-expert alike,
navigate a time in which many of our biggest challenges come from the world beyond our borders.
Like it or not, we live in a global era, in which what happens thousands of miles away has the ability
to affect our lives. This time, it is a Coronavirus known as Covid-19, which originated in a Chinese
city many had never heard of but has spread to the corners of the earth. Next time it could well be
another infectious disease from somewhere else. Twenty years ago it was a group of terrorists
trained in Afghanistan and armed with box-cutters who commandeered four airplanes and flew them
into buildings (and in one case a field) and claimed nearly three thousand lives. Next time it could be
terrorists who use a truck bomb or gain access to a weapon of mass destruction. In 2016 hackers in
a nondescript office building in Russia traveled virtually in cyberspace to manipulate America's
elections. Now they have burrowed into our political life. In recent years, severe hurricanes and
large fires linked to climate change have ravaged parts of the earth; in the future we can anticipate
even more serious natural disasters. In 2008, it was a global financial crisis caused by
mortgage-backed securities in America, but one day it could well be a financial contagion originating
in Europe, Asia, or Africa. This is the new normal of the 21st century. The World is designed to
provide readers of any age and experience with the essential background and building blocks they
need to make sense of this complicated and interconnected world. It will empower them to manage
the flood of daily news. Readers will become more informed, discerning citizens, better able to arrive
at sound, independent judgments. While it is impossible to predict what the next crisis will be or
where it will originate, those who read The World will have what they need to understand its basics
and the principal choices for how to respond. In short, this book will make readers more globally
literate and put them in a position to make sense of this era. Global literacy--knowing how the world
works—is a must, as what goes on outside a country matters enormously to what happens inside.
Although the United States is bordered by two oceans, those oceans are not moats. And the so-called
Vegas rule—what happens there stays there—does not apply in today's world to anyone anywhere.
U.S. foreign policy is uniquely American, but the world Americans seek to shape is not. Globalization
can be both good and bad, but it is not something that individuals or countries can opt out of. Even if
we want to ignore the world, it will not ignore us. The choice we face is how to respond. We are
connected to this world in all sorts of ways. We need to better understand it, both its promise and its
threats, in order to make informed choices, be it as students, citizens, voters, parents, employees, or
investors. To help readers do just that, The World focuses on essential history, what makes each
region of the world tick, the many challenges globalization presents, and the most influential
countries, events, and ideas. Explaining complex ideas with wisdom and clarity, Richard Haass's The
World is an evergreen book that will remain relevant and useful as history continues to unfold.



  a brief history of the world: The History of the World in Bite-Sized Chunks Emma Marriott,
2012-09-20 Here's your chance to introduce yourself to the full spectrum of world history.
  a brief history of the world: A Brief History of Entrepreneurship Joe Carlen, 2016-10-11 A
Brief History of Entrepreneurship charts how the pursuit of profit by private individuals has been a
prime mover in revolutionizing civilization. Entrepreneurs often butt up against processes,
technologies, social conventions, and even laws. So they circumvent, innovate, and violate to obtain
what they want. This creative destruction has brought about overland and overseas trade,
colonization, and a host of revolutionary technologies—from caffeinated beverages to the personal
computer—that have transformed society. Consulting rich archival sources, including some that
have never before been translated, Carlen maps the course of human history through nine episodes
when entrepreneurship reshaped our world. Highlighting the most colorful characters of each era,
he discusses Mesopotamian merchants' creation of the urban market economy; Phoenician
merchant-sailors intercontinental trade, which came to connect Africa, Asia, and Europe; Chinese
tea traders' invention of paper money; the colonization of the Americas; and the current flattening of
the world's economic playing field. Yet the pursuit of profit hasn't always moved us forward. From
slavery to organized crime, Carlen explores how entrepreneurship can sometimes work at the
expense of others. He also discusses the new entrepreneurs who, through the nascent space tourism
industry, are leading humanity to a multiplanetary future. By exploring all sides of this legacy,
Carlen brings much-needed detail to the role of entrepreneurship in revolutionizing civilization.
  a brief history of the world: A Brief History of Light and Those That Lit the Way Richard J.
Weiss, 1996 From Leonardo to Oppenheimer, from candles to lasers, from cave drawings to cinema,
from Stonehenge to quantum mechanics, from Genesis to the Big Bang, light has filled our thoughts,
our way of life, our aesthetics, our technology, and our means for survival. Richard Weiss leads us
along these paths over the past 500 light years. The way is lit by pioneers such as Rembrandt,
Einstein, D W Griffith, Newton, and Heisenberg. A Brief History Of Light, And Those That Lit The
Way is a summer''s day roller-coaster ride through five centuries of man''s achievements in
understanding and manipulating light. Readership: General.
  a brief history of the world: A Short History of the World Christopher Lascelles, 2014-01 A
rapid journey through history from the Big Bang through to the 21st century.
  a brief history of the world: The World Simon Sebag Montefiore, 2023-05-16 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER • A magisterial world history unlike any other that tells the story of humanity
through the one thing we all have in common: families • From the author of The Romanovs
“Succession meets Game of Thrones.” —The Spectator • “The author brings his cast of dynastic
titans, rogues and psychopaths to life...An epic that both entertains and informs.” —The Economist,
Best Books of the Year Around 950,000 years ago, a family of five walked along the beach and left
behind the oldest family footprints ever discovered. For award-winning historian Simon Sebag
Montefiore, these poignant, familiar fossils serve as an inspiration for a new kind of world history,
one that is genuinely global, spans all eras and all continents, and focuses on the family ties that
connect every one of us. In this epic, ever-surprising book, Montefiore chronicles the world’s great
dynasties across human history through palace intrigues, love affairs, and family lives, linking grand
themes of war, migration, plague, religion, and technology to the people at the heart of the human
drama. It features a cast of extraordinary diversity: in addition to rulers and conquerors, there are
priests, charlatans, artists, scientists, tycoons, gangsters, lovers, husbands, wives, and children.
There is Hongwu, the beggar who founded the Ming dynasty; Ewuare, the Leopard-King of Benin;
Henry Christophe, King of Haiti; Kamehameha, the conqueror of Hawaii; Zenobia, the Arab empress
who defied Rome; Lady Murasaki, the first female novelist; Sayyida al-Hurra, the Moroccan
pirate-queen. Here too are moderns such as Indira Gandhi, Margaret Thatcher, Barack Obama,
Vladimir Putin, and Volodymyr Zelensky. Here are the Caesars, Medicis and Incas, Ottomans and
Mughals, Bonapartes, Habsburgs and Zulus, Rothschilds, Rockefellers and Krupps, Churchills,
Kennedys, Castros, Nehrus, Pahlavis and Kenyattas, Saudis, Kims and Assads. These powerful
families represent the breadth of human endeavor, with bloody succession battles, treacherous



conspiracies, and shocking megalomania alongside flourishing culture, moving romances, and
enlightened benevolence. A dazzling achievement as spellbinding as fiction, The World captures the
whole human story in a single, masterful narrative.
  a brief history of the world: Sapiens Yuval Noah Harari, 2015-02-10 New York Times
Readers’ Pick: Top 100 Books of the 21st Century New York Times Bestseller A Summer Reading
Pick for President Barack Obama, Bill Gates, and Mark Zuckerberg From a renowned historian
comes a groundbreaking narrative of humanity’s creation and evolution—a #1 international
bestseller—that explores the ways in which biology and history have defined us and enhanced our
understanding of what it means to be “human.” One hundred thousand years ago, at least six
different species of humans inhabited Earth. Yet today there is only one—homo sapiens. What
happened to the others? And what may happen to us? Most books about the history of humanity
pursue either a historical or a biological approach, but Dr. Yuval Noah Harari breaks the mold with
this highly original book that begins about 70,000 years ago with the appearance of modern
cognition. From examining the role evolving humans have played in the global ecosystem to charting
the rise of empires, Sapiens integrates history and science to reconsider accepted narratives,
connect past developments with contemporary concerns, and examine specific events within the
context of larger ideas. Dr. Harari also compels us to look ahead, because over the last few decades
humans have begun to bend laws of natural selection that have governed life for the past four billion
years. We are acquiring the ability to design not only the world around us, but also ourselves. Where
is this leading us, and what do we want to become? Featuring 27 photographs, 6 maps, and 25
illustrations/diagrams, this provocative and insightful work is sure to spark debate and is essential
reading for aficionados of Jared Diamond, James Gleick, Matt Ridley, Robert Wright, and Sharon
Moalem.
  a brief history of the world: A Brief History of Justice David Johnston, 2011-03-08 A Brief
History of Justice traces the development of the idea of justice from the ancient world until the
present day, with special attention to the emergence of the modern idea of social justice. An
accessible introduction to the history of ideas about justice Shows how complex ideas are anchored
in ordinary intuitions about justice Traces the emergence of the idea of social justice Identifies
connections as well as differences between distributive and corrective justice Offers accessible,
concise introductions to the thought of several leading figures and schools of thought in the history
of philosophy
  a brief history of the world: A Short History of the World's Shipping Industry C. Ernest Fayle,
2006 First Published in 2005. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  a brief history of the world: Fire Stephen J. Pyne, 2019-08-12 Over vast expanses of time, fire
and humanity have interacted to expand the domain of each, transforming the earth and what it
means to be human. In this concise yet wide-ranging book, Stephen J. Pyne—named by Science
magazine as “the world’s leading authority on the history of fire”—explores the surprising dynamics
of fire before humans, fire and human origins, aboriginal economies of hunting and foraging,
agricultural and pastoral uses of fire, fire ceremonies, fire as an idea and a technology, and
industrial fire. In this revised and expanded edition, Pyne looks to the future of fire as a constant,
defining presence on Earth. A new chapter explores the importance of fire in the twenty-first
century, with special attention to its role in the Anthropocene, or what he posits might equally be
called the Pyrocene.
  a brief history of the world: A Child's History of the World Virgil Mores Hillyer, 1924 History
is presented with a personal viewpoint of how and why it may have happened.
  a brief history of the world: A Brief History of Misogyny Jack Holland, 2012-06-07 In this
compelling, powerful book, highly respected writer and commentator Jack Holland sets out to
answer a daunting question: how do you explain the oppression and brutalization of half the world's
population by the other half, throughout history? The result takes the reader on an eye-opening
journey through centuries, continents and civilizations as it looks at both historical and
contemporary attitudes to women. Encompassing the Church, witch hunts, sexual theory, Nazism



and pro-life campaigners, we arrive at today's developing world, where women are increasingly and
disproportionately at risk because of radicalised religious belief, famine, war and disease.
Well-informed and researched, highly readable and thought-provoking, this is a refreshingly
straightforward investigation into an ancient, pervasive and enduring injustice. It deals with the
fundamentals of human existence -- sex, love, violence -- that have shaped the lives of humans
throughout history. The answer? It's time to recognize that the treatment of women amounts to
nothing less than an abuse of human rights on an unthinkable scale. A Brief History of Misogyny is
an important and timely book that will make a long-lasting contribution to the efforts to improve
those rights throughout the world.
  a brief history of the world: Short-term Empires in World History Robert Rollinger, Julian
Degen, Michael Gehler, 2020-06-04 The volume will focus on a comparative level on a specific group
of states that are commonly labelled as “empires” and that we encounter through all historical
periods. Although they are very successful at the very beginning, like most empires are, this success
is very ephemeral and transient. The era of conquest is never followed by a period of consolidation.
Collapse and/or reduction to much smaller dimension run as fast as the process of wide-ranging
conquest and expansion. The volume singles out a series of such “short-term empires” and aims to
provide a methodologically clearly structured as well as a uniform and consistent approach by
developing a general set of questions that guarantee the possibility to compare and distinguish. This
way it intends to examine not only already well established empires but also to illuminate forgotten
ones.
  a brief history of the world: History of the World in 1000 Objects DK, 2020-09-15 Discover
how humans created their world from the objects they left behind - from the US Constitution to the
first iPhone - in DK's latest history book. From the beginning of human history, the one thing that
has defined us is our talent for making things, from basic technology and everyday objects, such as
bowls and hand axes, to high-tech inventions, such as supersonic aircraft, smart devices, and Mars
rovers. Objects speak volumes about a civilization, telling us how our ancestors lived - as well as
what they believed in and valued. A bronze cat mummy shows us how highly the ancient Egyptians
valued their feline companions, while a mechanical tiger toy tells the story of rising tensions
between an Indian sultan and European colonizers. With stunning, exclusive photography, History of
the World in 1000 Objects shows you the objects that our ancestors treasured - from the jewelry
worn by the Mesopotamians to the prized ritual vessels used by the people of the Shang Dynasty -
and gives you insight into what gave each culture its own identity. From astrolabes and airplanes to
vacuum cleaners and X-rays, DK uses its hallmark visual style to weave the extraordinary legacy of
our creativity into a unique view of world history that will change the way you see the objects all
around us.
  a brief history of the world: A Brief History of how the Industrial Revolution Changed
the World Thomas Crump, 2010 From the beginning of the eighteenth century to the high
watermark of the Victorian era, the world was transformed by a technological revolution - the like of
which had never been seen before. ... Thomas Crump introduces the inventors, businessmen,
scientists and explorers, who all had their part to play in the story of the Industrial revolution. He
looks at how its scientific, technological and political changes spread across the world to [the United
States of] America, Europe, and the Empire.--Back cover.
  a brief history of the world: A Short History of the World H.G. Wells, 1996 The Book A Short
History Of The World Is Written In A Simple And Straightforward Style And Can Be Read Almost As
A Novel Is Read. It Provides An Excellent Introduction For The Students Before They Embark Upon
A Study Of The Detailed History Of The World. From It The Reader Is Able Is To Get That General
View Of History Which Is So Necessary A Framework For The Study Of A Particular Period Or The
History Of A Particular Country.In The Book H.G. Wells Takes The Reader In Easy Stages From The
Origin Of The Earth To The Outcome Of The First World War. The Book Combines Admirable Skill In
The Compression Of Material And Extraction Of What Matters, With A Sense Of Moral Purpose And
Is Evidence Of The Creative Genius Of Wells.Wells Departs From The Traditional Historical



Approach By Paying Greater Attention To Developments In Science And Culture Than To Royalties
And Religion.
  a brief history of the world: The World Since 1945 Daniel R. Brower, 2005 This brief book
stresses the profound global transformation that has occurred since 1945 as a result of the collapse
of the remaining great colonial empires, and the emergence of nation-states throughout the world.
Its thematic emphasis makes clear as well the importance of the Cold War in influencing the process
by which these nation-states sought to create new ideals and new institutions--to insure order and
justice within their boundaries, and find places within the international community. The book also
links the new nation-states in the Middle East, Asia, and Africa, with the ethnic conflicts, local wars,
and terrorist movements that became increasingly prevalent toward the end of the twentieth and
early twenty-first centuries. For a world-historical perspective on contemporary civilization.
  a brief history of the world: A Brief History of Feminism Patu, Antje Schrupp, 2024-04-02
An engaging illustrated history of feminism from antiquity through third-wave feminism, featuring
Sappho, Mary Magdalene, Mary Wollstonecraft, Sojourner Truth, Simone de Beauvoir, and many
others. The history of feminism? The right to vote, Susan B. Anthony, Gloria Steinem, white
pantsuits? Oh, but there's so much more. And we need to know about it, especially now. In pithy text
and pithier comics, A Brief History of Feminism engages us, educates us, makes us laugh, and makes
us angry. It begins with antiquity and the early days of Judeo-Christianity. (Mary Magdalene
questions the maleness of Jesus's inner circle: “People will end up getting the notion you don't want
women to be priests.” Jesus: “Really, Mary, do you always have to be so negative?”) It continues
through the Middle Ages, the Early Modern period, and the Enlightenment (“Liberty, equality,
fraternity!” “But fraternity means brotherhood!”). It covers the beginnings of an organized women's
movement in the nineteenth century, second-wave Feminism, queer feminism, and third-wave
Feminism. Along the way, we learn about important figures: Olympe de Gouges, author of the
“Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen” (guillotined by Robespierre); Flora
Tristan, who linked the oppression of women and the oppression of the proletariat before Marx and
Engels set pen to paper; and the poet Audre Lorde, who pointed to the racial obliviousness of
mainstream feminism in the 1970s and 1980s. We learn about bourgeois and working-class issues,
and the angry racism of some American feminists when black men got the vote before women did.
We see God as a long-bearded old man emerging from a cloud (and once, as a woman with her hair
in curlers). And we learn the story so far of a history that is still being written.
  a brief history of the world: World History Philip Parker, 2017-10-03 Take a trip through the
defining moments of our global story and see the thinkers, leaders, ideas, and inventions that have
shaped the world. Presented in a beautiful slipcase, World History is an essential guide for anyone
who loves history or wants to broaden their knowledge. This accessible book covers over 350 of the
world's most important turning points, from our earliest human ancestors of prehistory to political
events of the modern world. Follow detailed maps showing the continuous movement of humans
across the Earth, and examine fascinating paintings illustrating the events and individuals that took
them there. Beautiful photography throughout the book will carry you back in time to see the people
and places of the stories - along with stunning artifacts from every historical period. From
magnificent buildings like the Colosseum to magnificent words like I have a dream!, this guide
brings history's most significant events to life for every reader to discover and enjoy.
  a brief history of the world: A Brief History of Seven Killings Marlon James, 2015-09-08 A
tale inspired by the 1976 attempted assassination of Bob Marley spans decades and continents to
explore the experiences of journalists, drug dealers, killers, and ghosts against a backdrop of social
and political turmoil.
  a brief history of the world: A Short History of the World According to Sheep Sally Coulthard,
2021-11-11
  a brief history of the world: The Human Journey Kevin Reilly, 2012-11-10 The Human
Journey offers a truly concise yet satisfyingly full history of the world from ancient times to the
present. Its themes include not only the great questions of the humanities—nature versus nurture,



the history and meaning of human variation, the sources of wealth, and causes of revolution—but
also the major transformations in human history: agriculture, cities, iron, writing, universal
religions, global trade, industrialization, popular government, justice, and equality. Beginning with
our most important questions and searching all of our past for answers, this is world history in a
grand humanistic tradition.
  a brief history of the world: A Brief History of Tim Kathy Clugston, 2011-01-11 Rather than
explaining our origins, A Brief History of Tim addresses our history and culture at the level we most
deeply desire - the trivial. By simply removing one letter, the world is tweaked with immensely
enjoyable results: For those who think contemporary art is a load of rubbish, there's the Tat Modern.
Find out about the Ancient Geeks, nerdy types who spent far too much time doing maths. A Brief
History of Tim is laugh-out-loud funny and will have you looking at the world through fresh eyes.
  a brief history of the world: A Short History of the World Alex Woolf, 2013-10 With over
350 illustrations, timelines and box features, A Short History of the World is a comprehensive and
entertaining look at the ways in which man has spent his time on earth. Find out how the great
Egyptian dynasties crumbled, how medieval Europe fell prey to the Black Death, how Enlightenment
thinkers changed the course of history, and much more. -- Dust jacket.
  a brief history of the world: The 100 Best Nonfiction Books of All Time Robert McCrum, 2018
Beginning in 1611 with the King James Bible and ending in 2014 with Elizabeth Kolbert's 'The Sixth
Extinction', this extraordinary voyage through the written treasures of our culture examines
universally-acclaimed classics such as Pepys' 'Diaries', Charles Darwin's 'The Origin of Species',
Stephen Hawking's 'A Brief History of Time' and a whole host of additional works --
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