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1. The Seeds of Neoliberalism: The Mont Pelerin Society and Post-War Ideological Battles

The term "neoliberalism" itself is contested, but its origins can be traced back to the post-World War
IT era. Frustrated by the perceived inefficiencies and expanding role of the state in many Western
economies, a group of intellectuals convened at Mont Pelerin, Switzerland, in 1947 to establish the
Mont Pelerin Society (MPS). This gathering marked a crucial moment in a brief history of
neoliberalism, bringing together economists like Friedrich Hayek, Ludwig von Mises, and Milton
Friedman, who advocated for a renewed emphasis on free markets, limited government intervention,
and individual liberty. Their shared concern was the creeping expansion of socialism and state
control, which they believed stifled economic growth and individual freedom. This period lays the
foundation for understanding a brief history of neoliberalism.

1. The Chicago School and the Rise of Free-Market Economics

The University of Chicago, under the influence of figures like Milton Friedman, became a key hub for
the development and dissemination of neoliberal ideas. The "Chicago School" emphasized
monetarism, deregulation, and privatization. Friedman’s work on monetary policy and his advocacy



for free markets significantly shaped economic policy in the latter half of the 20th century. This
period saw the strengthening of the influence of a brief history of neoliberalism.

1. Neoliberalism's Global Ascent: The 1980s and Beyond

The 1980s witnessed the widespread adoption of neoliberal policies in many countries. Margaret
Thatcher's Britain and Ronald Reagan's United States spearheaded this shift, implementing policies
such as privatization of state-owned enterprises, deregulation of industries, and tax cuts targeted at
high-income earners. This era is a critical part of a brief history of neoliberalism and demonstrates
its practical implementation. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, often
criticized for imposing neoliberal "structural adjustment programs" on developing nations, further
contributed to the global spread of these policies.

1. Critiques and Consequences of Neoliberalism

While proponents of neoliberalism argue that it fosters economic growth and individual liberty,
critics point to a range of negative consequences. Increased income inequality, environmental
degradation, financial instability, and the erosion of social safety nets are among the frequently cited
criticisms. The 2008 global financial crisis, for example, is often attributed, at least in part, to the
deregulation and financialization promoted by neoliberal policies. Understanding these criticisms is
essential to completing a brief history of neoliberalism.

1. Neoliberalism in the 21st Century: Challenges and Adaptations

The 21st century has presented new challenges to the neoliberal paradigm. The rise of populist and
anti-globalization movements, concerns about climate change, and the growing awareness of
economic inequality have prompted calls for a reassessment of neoliberal policies. While the core
tenets of neoliberalism remain influential, adaptations and modifications are being explored in
response to these challenges. This ongoing evolution forms a crucial part of a brief history of
neoliberalism.

1. Best Practices and Pitfalls in Implementing Neoliberal Policies

Effective implementation of neoliberal policies requires careful consideration of context-specific
factors, including institutional strength, social safety nets, and regulatory frameworks. The pitfalls
often include neglecting social equity, fostering excessive financial deregulation, and failing to
account for environmental externalities.



1. Conclusion

A brief history of neoliberalism reveals a complex and evolving economic and political ideology.
While it has undeniably shaped the global economy and continues to influence policy decisions, its
impact has been uneven and has generated significant debate. Understanding its origins, its
implementation, and its consequences is crucial for navigating the complexities of the contemporary
global economic landscape. Future research should focus on the evolving nature of neoliberalism
and its interaction with other major global trends.

FAQs:

1. What is the main difference between classical liberalism and neoliberalism? Classical
liberalism emphasizes individual liberty and limited government, while neoliberalism focuses
specifically on market deregulation and privatization to achieve these goals.

1. Who are the key figures associated with neoliberalism? Friedrich Hayek, Milton Friedman,
Ludwig von Mises, and Margaret Thatcher are prominent figures.

1. What are the main criticisms of neoliberalism? Increased inequality, environmental damage,
financial instability, and the weakening of social safety nets are common criticisms.

1. Did neoliberalism cause the 2008 financial crisis? While not the sole cause, many argue that
deregulation and financialization promoted by neoliberal policies contributed significantly to
the crisis.

1. Is neoliberalism still relevant today? Yes, its principles still influence many economic policies
globally, although its influence is being challenged.

1. What are some examples of neoliberal policies? Privatization, deregulation, tax cuts for
corporations and high-income earners, and free trade agreements are examples.



1. What are the potential benefits of neoliberalism? Proponents argue it stimulates economic
growth, fosters innovation, and enhances individual freedom.

1. How has neoliberalism affected developing countries? Often associated with structural
adjustment programs imposed by international financial institutions, leading to mixed results
and controversies.

1. What are the alternatives to neoliberalism? Progressive and socialist policies, emphasizing
social justice and environmental sustainability, are common alternatives.
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neoliberal policies.
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1. "The Great Transformation" by Karl Polanyi: A historical analysis of the rise and fall of market
economies.

1. "The Age of Surveillance Capitalism" by Shoshana Zuboff: Discusses the implications of data
collection and the neoliberal market.

1. "Debt: The First 5,000 Years" by David Graeber: Explores the history of debt and its
relationship to power structures, often critical of neoliberal financial systems.

a brief history of neoliberalism: A Brief History of Neoliberalism David Harvey, 2007
Neoliberalism - the doctrine that market exchange is an ethic in itself, capable of acting as a guide
for all human action - has become dominant in both thought and practice throughout much of the
world since 1970 or so. Its spread has depended upon a reconstitution of state powers such that
privatization, finance, and market processes are emphasized. State interventions in the economy are
minimized, while the obligations of the state to provide for the welfare of its citizens are diminished.
David Harvey, author of 'The New Imperialism' and 'The Condition of Postmodernity', here tells the
political-economic story of where neoliberalization came from and how it proliferated on the world
stage. While Thatcher and Reagan are often cited as primary authors of this neoliberal turn, Harvey
shows how a complex of forces, from Chile to China and from New York City to Mexico City, have
also played their part. In addition he explores the continuities and contrasts between neoliberalism
of the Clinton sort and the recent turn towards neoconservative imperialism of George W. Bush.
Finally, through critical engagement with this history, Harvey constructs a framework not only for
analyzing the political and economic dangers that now surround us, but also for assessing the
prospects for the more socially just alternatives being advocated by many oppositional movements.

a brief history of neoliberalism: The Anti-capitalist Chronicles David Harvey, 2020 A new
book from one of the most cited authors in the humanities and social sciences

a brief history of neoliberalism: Spaces of Global Capitalism David Harvey, 2019-03-12 Fiscal
crises have cascaded across much of the developing world with devastating results, from Mexico to
Indonesia, Russia and Argentina. The extreme volatility in contemporary political economic fortunes
seems to mock our best efforts to understand the forces that drive development in the world
economy. David Harvey is the single most important geographer writing today and a leading social
theorist of our age, offering a comprehensive critique of contemporary capitalism. In this fascinating
book, he shows the way forward for just such an understanding, enlarging upon the key themes in
his recent work: the development of neoliberalism, the spread of inequalities across the globe, and
‘space’ as a key theoretical concept. Both a major declaration of a new research programme and a
concise introduction to David Harvey’s central concerns, this book will be essential reading for
scholars and students across the humanities and social sciences.

a brief history of neoliberalism: Never Let a Serious Crisis Go to Waste Philip Mirowski,
2014-04-15 At the onset of the Great Recession, as house prices sank and joblessness soared, many
commentators concluded that the economic convictions behind the disaster would now be consigned



to history. Yet in the harsh light of a new day, attacks against government intervention and the
global drive for austerity are as strong as ever. Never Let a Serious Crisis Go to Waste is the
definitive account of the wreckage of what passes for economic thought, and how neoliberal ideas
were used to solve the very crisis they had created. Now updated with a new afterword, Philip
Mirowski’s sharp and witty work provides a roadmap for those looking to escape today’s misguided
economic dogma.

a brief history of neoliberalism: Family Values Melinda Cooper, 2017-02-01 Why was the
discourse of family values so pivotal to the conservative and free-market revolution of the 1980s and
why has it continued to exert such a profound influence on American political life? Why have
free-market neoliberals so often made common cause with social conservatives on the question of
family, despite their differences on all other issues? In this book, Melinda Cooper challenges the idea
that neoliberalism privileges atomized individualism over familial solidarities, and contractual
freedom over inherited status. Delving into the history of the American poor laws, she shows how
the liberal ethos of personal responsibility was always undergirded by a wider imperative of family
responsibility and how this investment in kinship obligations recurrently facilitated the working
relationship between free-market liberals and social conservatives. Neoliberalism, she argues, must
be understood as an effort to revive and extend the poor law tradition in the contemporary idiom of
household debt. As neoliberal policymakers imposed cuts to health, education, and welfare budgets,
they simultaneously identified the family as a wholesale alternative to the twentieth-century welfare
state. And as the responsibility for deficit spending shifted from the state to the household, the
private debt obligations of family were defined as foundational to socio-economic order. Despite
their differences, neoliberals and social conservatives were in agreement that the bonds of family
needed to be encouraged — and at the limit enforced — as a necessary counterpart to market
freedom. In a series of case studies ranging from Clinton’s welfare reform to the AIDS epidemic, and
from same-sex marriage to the student loan crisis, Cooper explores the key policy contributions
made by neoliberal economists and legal theorists. Only by restoring the question of family to its
central place in the neoliberal project, she argues, can we make sense of the defining political
alliance of our times, that between free-market economics and social conservatism.

a brief history of neoliberalism: The Rise and Fall of the Neoliberal Order Gary Gerstle,
2022-03-01 The most sweeping account of how neoliberalism came to dominate American politics for
nearly a half century before crashing against the forces of Trumpism on the right and a new
progressivism on the left. The epochal shift toward neoliberalism--a web of related policies that,
broadly speaking, reduced the footprint of government in society and reassigned economic power to
private market forces--that began in the United States and Great Britain in the late 1970s
fundamentally changed the world. Today, the word neoliberal is often used to condemn a broad
swath of policies, from prizing free market principles over people to advancing privatization
programs in developing nations around the world. To be sure, neoliberalism has contributed to a
number of alarming trends, not least of which has been a massive growth in income inequality. Yet
as the eminent historian Gary Gerstle argues in The Rise and Fall of the Neoliberal Order, these
indictments fail to reckon with the full contours of what neoliberalism was and why its worldview
had such persuasive hold on both the right and the left for three decades. As he shows, the
neoliberal order that emerged in America in the 1970s fused ideas of deregulation with personal
freedoms, open borders with cosmopolitanism, and globalization with the promise of increased
prosperity for all. Along with tracing how this worldview emerged in America and grew to dominate
the world, Gerstle explores the previously unrecognized extent to which its triumph was facilitated
by the collapse of the Soviet Union and its communist allies. He is also the first to chart the story of
the neoliberal order's fall, originating in the failed reconstruction of Iraq and Great Recession of the
Bush years and culminating in the rise of Trump and a reinvigorated Bernie Sanders-led American
left in the 2010s. An indispensable and sweeping re-interpretation of the last fifty years, this book
illuminates how the ideology of neoliberalism became so infused in the daily life of an era, while
probing what remains of that ideology and its political programs as America enters an uncertain



future.

a brief history of neoliberalism: The Rise and Fall of Neoliberal Capitalism David M.
Kotz, 2017 The financial and economic collapse that began in the United States in 2008 and spread
to the rest of the world continues to burden the global economy. David Kotz, who was one of the few
academic economists to predict it, argues that the ongoing economic crisis is not simply the
aftermath of financial panic and an unusually severe recession but instead is a structural crisis of
neoliberal, or free-market, capitalism. Consequently, continuing stagnation cannot be resolved by
policy measures alone. It requires major institutional restructuring. Kotz's book will reward careful
study by everyone interested in the question of stages in the history of capitalism. --Edwin Dickens,
Science & Society Whereas others] suggest that the downfall of the postwar system in Europe and
the United States is the result of the triumph of ideas, Kotz argues persuasively that it is actually the
result of the exercise of power by those who benefit from the capitalist economic organization of
society. The analysis and evidence he brings to bear in support of the role of power exercised by
business and political leaders is a most valuable aspect of this book--one among many important
contributions to our knowledge that makes it worthwhile. --Michael Meeropol, Challenge

a brief history of neoliberalism: Neoliberalism: A Very Short Introduction Manfred B.
Steger, Ravi K. Roy, 2010-01-21 Anchored in the principles of the free-market economics,
'neoliberalism' has been associated with such different political leaders as Ronald Reagan, Margaret
Thatcher, Bill Clinton, Tony Blair, Augusto Pinochet, and Junichiro Koizumi. In its heyday during the
late 1990s, neoliberalism emerged as the world's dominant economic paradigm stretching from the
Anglo-American heartlands of capitalism to the former communist bloc all the way to the developing
regions of the global South. At the dawn of the new century, however, neoliberalism has been
discredited as the global economy, built on its principles, has been shaken to its core by a financial
calamity not seen since the dark years of the 1930s. So is neoliberalism doomed or will it regain its
former glory? Will reform-minded G-20 leaders embark on a genuine new course or try to claw their
way back to the neoliberal glory days of the Roaring Nineties? Is there a viable alternative to
neoliberalism? Exploring the origins, core claims, and considerable variations of neoliberalism, this
Very Short Introduction offers a concise and accessible introduction to one of the most debated
'isms' of our time. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

a brief history of neoliberalism: The Hidden History of Neoliberalism Thom Hartmann,
2022-09-13 America's most popular progressive radio host and New York Times bestselling author
Thom Hartmann reveals how and why neoliberalism became so prevalent in the United States and
why it's time for us to turn our backs to it. With four decades of neoliberal rule coming to an end,
America is at a crossroads. In this powerful and accessible book, Thom Hartmann demystifies
neoliberalism and explains how we can use this pivotal point in time to create a more positive future.
This book traces the history of neoliberalism-a set of capitalistic philosophies favoring free trade,
low taxes on the rich, financial austerity, and deregulation of big business-up to the present day.
Hartmann explains how neoliberalism was sold as a cure for wars and the Great Depression. He
outlines the destructive impact that it has had on America, looking at how it has increased poverty,
damaged the middle class, and corrupted our nation's politics. America is standing on the edge of a
new progressive era. We can continue down the road to a neoliberal oligarchy, as supported by
many of the nation's billionaires and giant corporations. Or we can choose to return to Keynesian
economics and Alexander Hamilton's American Plan by raising taxes on the rich, reversing free
trade, and building a society that works for all.

a brief history of neoliberalism: Globalists Quinn Slobodian, 2020-04-07 George Louis Beer
Prize Winner Wallace K. Ferguson Prize Finalist A Marginal Revolution Book of the Year “A
groundbreaking contribution...Intellectual history at its best.” —Stephen Wertheim, Foreign Affairs
Neoliberals hate the state. Or do they? In the first intellectual history of neoliberal globalism, Quinn




Slobodian follows a group of thinkers from the ashes of the Habsburg Empire to the creation of the
World Trade Organization to show that neoliberalism emerged less to shrink government and
abolish regulations than to redeploy them at a global level. It was a project that changed the world,
but was also undermined time and again by the relentless change and social injustice that
accompanied it. “Slobodian’s lucidly written intellectual history traces the ideas of a group of
Western thinkers who sought to create, against a backdrop of anarchy, globally applicable economic
rules. Their attempt, it turns out, succeeded all too well.” —Pankaj Mishra, Bloomberg Opinion
“Fascinating, innovative...Slobodian has underlined the profound conservatism of the first
generation of neoliberals and their fundamental hostility to democracy.” —Adam Tooze, Dissent “The
definitive history of neoliberalism as a political project.” —Boston Review

a brief history of neoliberalism: Neoliberal Cities Andrew J. Diamond, Thomas J. Sugrue,
2020-08-25 Traces decades of troubled attempts to fund private answers to public urban problems
The American city has long been a laboratory for austerity, governmental decentralization, and
market-based solutions to urgent public problems such as affordable housing, criminal justice, and
education. Through richly told case studies from Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, Los Angeles, New
Orleans, and New York, Neoliberal Cities provides the necessary context to understand the always
intensifying racial and economic inequality in and around the city center. In this original collection
of essays, urban historians and sociologists trace the role that public policies have played in
reshaping cities, with particular attention to labor, the privatization of public services, the collapse
of welfare, the rise of gentrification, the expansion of the carceral state, and the politics of
community control. In so doing, Neoliberal Cities offers a bottom-up approach to social scientific,
theoretical, and historical accounts of urban America, exploring the ways that activists and
grassroots organizations, as well as ordinary citizens, came to terms with new market-oriented
public policies promoted by multinational corporations, financial institutions, and political parties.
Neoliberal Cities offers new scaffolding for urban and metropolitan change, with attention to the
interaction between policymaking, city planning, social movements, and the market.

a brief history of neoliberalism: Capital Resurgent Gérard Duménil, Dominique Lévy, 2004
The sequence of events initiated by neoliberalism is not unprecedented. In the late nineteenth
century, when economic conditions were similar to those of the 1970s, a structural crisis led to a
financial hegemony, culminating in the speculative boom of the late 1920s.--BOOK JACKET.

a brief history of neoliberalism: Marx, Capital and the Madness of Economic Reason David
Harvey, 2018 Prologue -- The visualisation of capital as value in motion -- Capital, the book -- Money
as the representation of value -- Anti-value: the theory of devaluation -- Prices without values -- The
question of technology -- The space and time of value -- The production of value regimes -- The
madness of economic reason -- Coda

a brief history of neoliberalism: Undoing the Demos Wendy Brown, 2015-02-13 Tracing
neoliberalism's devastating erosions of democratic principles, practices, and cultures. Neoliberal
rationality—ubiquitous today in statecraft and the workplace, in jurisprudence, education, and
culture—remakes everything and everyone in the image of homo oeconomicus. What happens when
this rationality transposes the constituent elements of democracy into an economic register? In
Undoing the Demos, Wendy Brown explains how democracy itself is imperiled. The demos
disintegrates into bits of human capital; concerns with justice bow to the mandates of growth rates,
credit ratings, and investment climates; liberty submits to the imperative of human capital
appreciation; equality dissolves into market competition; and popular sovereignty grows incoherent.
Liberal democratic practices may not survive these transformations. Radical democratic dreams may
not either. In an original and compelling argument, Brown explains how and why neoliberal reason
undoes the political form and political imaginary it falsely promises to secure and reinvigorate.
Through meticulous analyses of neoliberalized law, political practices, governance, and education,
she charts the new common sense. Undoing the Demos makes clear that for democracy to have a
future, it must become an object of struggle and rethinking.

a brief history of neoliberalism: Knocking the Hustle Lester Spence, 2015-12-10 Over the



past several years scholars, activists, and analysts have begun to examine the growing divide
between the wealthy and the rest of us, suggesting that the divide can be traced to the neoliberal
turn. I'm not a business man; I'm a business, man. Perhaps no better statement gets at the heart of
this turn. Increasingly we're being forced to think of ourselves in entrepreneurial terms, forced to
take more and more responsibility for developing our human capital. Furthermore a range of
institutions from churches to schools to entire cities have been remade, restructured to in order to
perform like businesses. Finally, even political concepts like freedom, and democracy have been
significantly altered. As a result we face higher levels of inequality than any other time over the last
century. In Knocking the Hustle: Against the Neoliberal Turn in Black Politics, Lester K. Spence
writes the first book length effort to chart the effects of this transformation on African American
communities, in an attempt to revitalize the black political imagination. Rather than asking black
men and women to hustle harder Spence criticizes the act of hustling itself as a tactic used to
demobilize and disempower the communities most in need of empowerment.

a brief history of neoliberalism: The Limits of Neoliberalism William Davies, 2016-11-16
Brilliant...explains how the rhetoric of competition has invaded almost every domain of our
existence. —Evgeny Morozov, author of To Save Everything, Click Here In this fascinating book
Davies inverts the conventional neoliberal practice of treating politics as if it were mere
epiphenomenon of market theory, demonstrating that their version of economics is far better
understood as the pursuit of politics by other means. —Professor Philip Mirowski, University of
Notre Dame A sparkling, original, and provocative analysis of neoliberalism. It offers a distinctive
account of the diverse, sometimes contradictory, conventions and justifications that lend authority to
the extension of the spirit of competitiveness to all spheres of social life...This book breaks new
ground, offers new modes of critique, and points to post-neoliberal futures. —Professor Bob Jessop,
University of Lancaster Since its intellectual inception in the 1930s and its political emergence in
the 1970s, neo-liberalism has sought to disenchant politics by replacing it with economics. This
agenda-setting text examines the efforts and failures of economic experts to make government and
public life amenable to measurement, and to re-model society and state in terms of competition. In
particular, it explores the practical use of economic techniques and conventions by policy-makers,
politicians, regulators and judges and how these practices are being adapted to the perceived
failings of the neoliberal model. By picking apart the defining contradiction that arises from the
conflation of economics and politics, this book asks: to what extent can economics provide
government legitimacy? Now with a new preface from the author and a foreword by Aditya
Chakrabortty.

a brief history of neoliberalism: End of History and the Last Man Francis Fukuyama,
2006-03-01 Ever since its first publication in 1992, the New York Times bestselling The End of
History and the Last Man has provoked controversy and debate. Profoundly realistic and
important...supremely timely and cogent...the first book to fully fathom the depth and range of the
changes now sweeping through the world. —The Washington Post Book World Francis Fukuyama's
prescient analysis of religious fundamentalism, politics, scientific progress, ethical codes, and war is
as essential for a world fighting fundamentalist terrorists as it was for the end of the Cold War. Now
updated with a new afterword, The End of History and the Last Man is a modern classic.

a brief history of neoliberalism: Masters of the Universe? Tariq Ali, 2000 A number of
distinguished dissidents voice their opinions on the intervention by NATO in the former Yugoslavia.
The collection also provides background historical information on the conflict in the Balkans.

a brief history of neoliberalism: Nine Lives of Neoliberalism Dieter Plehwe, Quinn
Slobodian, Philip Mirowski, 2020-05-12 Untangling the long history of neoliberalism Neoliberalism is
dead. Again. Yet the philosophy of the free market and the strong state has an uncanny capacity to
survive, and even thrive, in times of crisis. Understanding neoliberalism’s longevity and its latest
permutation requires a more detailed understanding of its origins and development. This volume
breaks with the caricature of neoliberalism as a simple, unvariegated belief in market
fundamentalism and homo economicus. It shows how neoliberal thinkers perceived institutions from



the family to the university, disagreed over issues from intellectual property rights and human
behavior to social complexity and monetary order, and sought to win consent for their project
through the creation of new honors, disciples, and networks. Far from a monolith, neoliberal thought
is fractured and, occasionally, even at war with itself. We can begin to make sense of neoliberalism’s
nine lives only by understanding its own tangled and complex history.

a brief history of neoliberalism: Europe since 1989 Philipp Ther, 2018-08-21 An
award-winning history of the transformation of Europe between 1989 and today In this
award-winning book, Philipp Ther provides the first comprehensive history of post-1989 Europe,
offering a sweeping narrative filled with vivid details and memorable stories. Europe since 1989
shows how liberalization, deregulation, and privatization had catastrophic effects on former Soviet
Bloc countries. Ther refutes the idea that this economic “shock therapy” was the basis of later
growth, arguing that human capital and the “transformation from below” determined economic
success or failure. He also shows how the capitalist West’s effort to reshape Eastern Europe in its
own likeness ended up reshaping Western Europe, especially Germany. Bringing the story up to the
present, Ther compares Eastern and Southern Europe after the 2008-9 global financial crisis. A
compelling account of how the new order of Europe was wrought from the chaotic aftermath of the
Cold War, Europe since 1989 is essential reading for understanding post-Brexit Europe and the
present dangers for democracy and the European Union.

a brief history of neoliberalism: The Israeli Path to Neoliberalism Arie Krampf, 2018-01-19 In
recent years, Israel has deeply and quickly transformed itself from a self-perceived social-democratic
regime into a privatized and liberalized Start-Up Nation and a highly divided society. This transition
to neoliberalism has been coupled with the adoption of a hawkish and isolationist foreign policy.
How can such a deep change be explained? How can a state presumably founded on the basis of
socialist ideas, turn within a few decades into a country characterized by a level of inequality
comparable to that of the United States? By presenting a comprehensive and detailed analysis of the
evolution of the Israeli economy from the 1930s to the 1990s, The Israeli Path to Neoliberalism
seeks to explain the Israeli path to neoliberalism. It debunks the ‘from-socialism-to-liberalization’
narrative, arguing that the evolution of Israeli capitalism cannot be described or explained as a
simple transplantation of imported economic models from advanced liberal democracies. Rather, it
asserts that the Israeli variant of capitalism is the product of the encounter between imported
Western institutional models and policy ideas, on the one hand, and domestic economic, social and
security policy problems on the other. This mechanism of change enables us to understand the
factors that gave rise to Israel’s unique combination of liberalization and strong national sentiments.
Providing an in-depth analysis of Israel’s transformation to neoliberalism, the book is a valuable
resource for those studying the economic history of Israel, or the political economy of
late-developing countries.

a brief history of neoliberalism: The Corruption of Capitalism Guy Standing, 2021-05-06
Politicians, financiers and bureaucrats claim to believe in free competitive markets, yet they have
built the most unfree market system ever created. In this Gilded Age, income is funnelled to the
owners of property - financial, physical and intellectual - at the expense of society. Wages stagnate
as labour markets are transformed by outsourcing, automation and the on-demand economy,
generating more rental income while broadening the precariat. Now fully updated with an
introduction examining the systemic issues exposed by Brexit and Covid-19, The Corruption of
Capitalism argues that rentier capitalism is fostering revolt and presents a new income distribution
system that would achieve the extinction of the rentier while encouraging sustainable growth.

a brief history of neoliberalism: From Triumph to Crisis Hilary Appel, Mitchell A. Orenstein,
2018-05-10 Explains the surprising endurance of neoliberal policymaking over two decades in
post-Communist countries, from 1989-2008, and its decline after the financial crash.

a brief history of neoliberalism: The Origins of Neoliberalism Dotan Leshem, 2016-06-04
Dotan Leshem recasts the history of the West from an economic perspective, bringing politics,
philosophy, and the economy closer together and revealing the significant role of Christian theology




in shaping economic and political thought. He begins with early Christian treatment of economic
knowledge and the effect of this interaction on ancient politics and philosophy. He then follows the
secularization of the economy in liberal and neoliberal theory. Leshem draws on Hannah Arendt's
history of politics and Michel Foucault's genealogy of economy and philosophy. He consults
exegetical and apologetic tracts, homilies and eulogies, manuals and correspondence, and Church
canons and creeds to trace the influence of the economy on Christian orthodoxy. Only by relocating
the origins of modernity in Late Antiquity, Leshem argues, can we confront the full effect of the
neoliberal marketized economy on contemporary societies. Then, he proposes, a new political
philosophy that re-secularizes the economy will take shape and transform the human condition.

a brief history of neoliberalism: The Disinformation Age W. Lance Bennett, Steven
Livingston, 2020-10-15 This book shows how disinformation spread by partisan organizations and
media platforms undermines institutional legitimacy on which authoritative information depends.

a brief history of neoliberalism: The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political & Social
Science Katharine M. Donato, Douglas S Massey, 2016-08-11 In this volume of The ANNALS the
editors argue that illegal immigration arose as feature of capitalist globalization in the 20th century.
The collected research papers explore the origins of undocumented migration in our contemporary
global economy, and show the consequences of so-called illegal immigration both for migrants and
for a number of host countries. The methodological challenges involved in studying clandestine
population movements are also advanced by example.

a brief history of neoliberalism: Mutant Neoliberalism William Callison, Zachary Manfredi,
2019-11-05 Tales of neoliberalism’s death are serially overstated. Following the financial crisis of
2008, neoliberalism was proclaimed a “zombie,” a disgraced ideology that staggered on like an
undead monster. After the political ruptures of 2016, commentators were quick to announce “the
end” of neoliberalism yet again, pointing to both the global rise of far-right forces and the
reinvigoration of democratic socialist politics. But do new political forces sound neoliberalism’s
death knell or will they instead catalyze new mutations in its dynamic development? Mutant
Neoliberalism brings together leading scholars of neoliberalism—political theorists, historians,
philosophers, anthropologists and sociologists—to rethink transformations in market rule and their
relation to ongoing political ruptures. The chapters show how years of neoliberal governance, policy,
and depoliticization created the conditions for thriving reactionary forces, while also reflecting on
whether recent trends will challenge, reconfigure, or extend neoliberalism’s reach. The contributors
reconsider neoliberalism’s relationship with its assumed adversaries and map mutations in
financialized capitalism and governance across time and space—from Europe and the United States
to China and India. Taken together, the volume recasts the stakes of contemporary debate and
reorients critique and resistance within a rapidly changing landscape. Contributors: Etienne Balibar,
Soren Brandes, Wendy Brown, Melinda Cooper, Julia Elyachar, Michel Feher, Megan Moodie,
Christopher Newfield, Dieter Plehwe, Lisa Rofel, Leslie Salzinger, Quinn Slobodian

a brief history of neoliberalism: Neoliberalism on the Ground Kenny Cupers, Helena
Mattsson, Catharina Gabrielsson, 2020-02-25 Architecture and urbanism have contributed to one of
the most sweeping transformations of our times. Over the past four decades, neoliberalism has been
not only a dominant paradigm in politics but a process of bricks and mortar in everyday life. Rather
than to ask what a neoliberal architecture looks like, or how architecture represents neoliberalism,
this volume examines the multivalent role of architecture and urbanism in geographically variable
yet interconnected processes of neoliberal transformation across scales—from China, Turkey, South
Africa, Argentina, Mexico, the United States, Britain, Sweden, and Czechoslovakia. Analyzing how
buildings and urban projects in different regions since the 1960s have served in the implementation
of concrete policies such as privatization, fiscal reform, deregulation, state restructuring, and the
expansion of free trade, contributors reveal neoliberalism as a process marked by historical
contingency. Neoliberalism on the Ground fundamentally reframes accepted narratives of both
neoliberalism and postmodernism by demonstrating how architecture has articulated changing
relationships between state, society, and economy since the 1960s.




a brief history of neoliberalism: Rebel Cities: From the Right to the City to the Urban
Revolution David Harvey, 2012-04-04 Manifesto on the urban commons from the acclaimed theorist.

a brief history of neoliberalism: Gandhi's Assassin Dhirendra Jha, 2023-01-24 The life of
Nathuram Godse, the man who shot Gandhi Dhirendra Jha's deeply researched history places
Nathuram Godse's life as the juncture of the dangerous fault lines in contemporary India: the quest
for independence and the rise of Hindu nationalism. On a wintry Delhi evening on 30 January 1948,
Nathuram Godse shot Gandhi at point-blank range, forever silencing the man who had delivered
independence to his nation. Godse’s journey to this moment of international notoriety from small
towns in western India is, by turns, both riveting and wrenching. Drawing from previously
unpublished archival material, Jha challenges the standard account of Gandhi’s assassination, and
offers a stunning view on the making of independent India. Born to Brahmin parents, Godse started
off as a child mystic. However, success eluded him. The caste system placed him at the top of society
but the turbulent times meant that he soon became a disaffected youth, desperately seeking a
position in the infant nation. In such confusing times, Godse was one of hundreds, and later
thousands, of young Indian men to be steered into the sheltering fold of early Hindutva, Indian
nationalism. His association with early formations of the RSS and far-right thinkers such as Sarvakar
proves that he was not working alone. Today he is considered to be a patriotic hero by many for his
act of bravery, despite being found guilty in court and executed in 1949.

a brief history of neoliberalism: Winter in America Daniel Robert McClure, 2021-10-22
Neoliberalism took shape in the 1930s and 1940s as a transnational political philosophy and system
of economic, political, and cultural relations. Resting on the fundamental premise that the free
market should be unfettered by government intrusion, neoliberal policies have primarily redirected
the state's prerogatives away from the postwar Keynesian welfare system and toward the insulation
of finance and corporate America from democratic pressure. As neoliberal ideas gained political
currency in the 1960s and 1970s, a&8239;reactionary cultural turn&8239;catalyzed their ascension.
The cinema, music, magazine culture, and current events discourse of the 1970s provided the space
of negotiation permitting these ideas to take hold and be challenged. Daniel Robert McClure's book
follows the interaction between culture and economics during the transition from Keynesianism in
the mid-1960s t0&8239;the&8239;triumph 0f&8239;neoliberalism at the dawn of the 1980s. From
the 1965 debate between William F. Buckley and James Baldwin, through the pages&8239;of
BusinessWeek and Playboy, to the rise of exploitation cinema in the 1970s, McClure tracks the
increasingly shared perception by white males that they had lost their long-standing rights and that
a great neoliberal reckoning might restore America's repressive racial, sexual, gendered, and
classed foundations in the wake 0f&8239;the 1960s.

a brief history of neoliberalism: Social Justice and the City David Harvey, 2010-04-15
Throughout his distinguished and influential career, David Harvey has defined and redefined the
relationship between politics, capitalism, and the social aspects of geographical theory. Laying out
Harvey's position that geography could not remain objective in the face of urban poverty and
associated ills, Social Justice and the City is perhaps the most widely cited work in the field. Harvey
analyzes core issues in city planning and policy--employment and housing location, zoning, transport
costs, concentrations of poverty--asking in each case about the relationship between social justice
and space. How, for example, do built-in assumptions about planning reinforce existing distributions
of income? Rather than leading him to liberal, technocratic solutions, Harvey's line of inquiry pushes
him in the direction of a revolutionary geography, one that transcends the structural limitations of
existing approaches to space. Harvey's emphasis on rigorous thought and theoretical innovation
gives the volume an enduring appeal. This is a book that raises big questions, and for that reason
geographers and other social scientists regularly return to it.

a brief history of neoliberalism: The Neoliberal Paradox Ray Kiely, 2018-03-30 This
ambitious work provides a history and critique of neoliberalism, both as a body of ideas and as a
political practice. It is an original and compelling contribution to the neoliberalism debate.

a brief history of neoliberalism: The Political Theory of Neoliberalism Thomas Biebricher,



2019-02-19 Neoliberalism has become a dirty word. In political discourse, it stigmatizes a political
opponent as a market fundamentalist; in academia, the concept is also mainly wielded by its critics,
while those who might be seen as actual neoliberals deny its very existence. Yet the term remains
necessary for understanding the varieties of capitalism across space and time. Arguing that
neoliberalism is widely misunderstood when reduced to a doctrine of markets and economics alone,
this book shows that it has a political dimension that we can reconstruct and critique. Recognizing
the heterogeneities within and between both neoliberal theory and practice, The Political Theory of
Neoliberalism looks to distinguish between the two as well as to theorize their relationship. By
examining the views of state, democracy, science, and politics in the work of six major
figures—Eucken, Ropke, Riistow, Hayek, Friedman, and Buchanan—it offers the first comprehensive
account of the varieties of neoliberal political thought. Ordoliberal perspectives, in particular,
emerge in a new light. Turning from abstract to concrete, the book also interprets recent neoliberal
reforms of the European Union to offer a diagnosis of contemporary capitalism more generally. The
latest economic crises hardly brought the neoliberal era to an end. Instead, as Thomas Biebricher
shows, we are witnessing an authoritarian liberalism whose reign has only just begun.

a brief history of neoliberalism: Neoliberalism and the Media Marian Meyers, 2019-01-31
This book examines the multiple ways that popular media mainstream and reinforce neoliberal
ideology, exposing how they promote neoliberalism’s underlying ideas, values and beliefs so as to
naturalize inequality, undercut democracy and contribute to the collapse of social notions of
community and the common good. Covering a wide range of media and genres, and adopting a
variety of qualitative textual methodologies and theoretical frameworks, the chapters examine
diverse topics, from news coverage of the 2016 U.S. presidential election to the NBC show
Superstore (an atypical instance in which a TV show, for one brief season, challenged the central
tenets of neoliberalism) to kitchen porn. The book also takes an intersectional approach, as
contributors explore how gender, race, class and other aspects of social identity are inextricably tied
to each other within media representation. At once innovative and distinctive in its illustration of
how the media is complicit in perpetuating neoliberal ideology, Neoliberalism and the Media offers
students and scholars alike an incisive portrait of the intersection between media and ideology
today.

a brief history of neoliberalism: In the Ruins of Neoliberalism Wendy Brown, 2019-07-16
Across the West, hard-right leaders are surging to power on platforms of ethno-economic
nationalism, Christianity, and traditional family values. Is this phenomenon the end of neoliberalism
or its monstrous offspring? In the Ruins of Neoliberalism casts the hard-right turn as animated by
socioeconomically aggrieved white working- and middle-class populations but contoured by
neoliberalism’s multipronged assault on democratic values. From its inception, neoliberalism flirted
with authoritarian liberalism as it warred against robust democracy. It repelled social-justice claims
through appeals to market freedom and morality. It sought to de-democratize the state, economy,
and society and re-secure the patriarchal family. In key works of the founding neoliberal
intellectuals, Wendy Brown traces the ambition to replace democratic orders with ones disciplined
by markets and traditional morality and democratic states with technocratic ones. Yet plutocracy,
white supremacy, politicized mass affect, indifference to truth, and extreme social disinhibition were
no part of the neoliberal vision. Brown theorizes their unintentional spurring by neoliberal reason,
from its attack on the value of society and its fetish of individual freedom to its legitimation of
inequality. Above all, she argues, neoliberalism’s intensification of nihilism coupled with its
accidental wounding of white male supremacy generates an apocalyptic populism willing to destroy
the world rather than endure a future in which this supremacy disappears.

a brief history of neoliberalism: A Little Life Hanya Yanagihara, 2016-01-26 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER - A stunning “portrait of the enduring grace of friendship” (NPR) about the
families we are born into, and those that we make for ourselves. A masterful depiction of love in the
twenty-first century. NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST « MAN BOOKER PRIZE FINALIST e
WINNER OF THE KIRKUS PRIZE A Little Life follows four college classmates—broke, adrift, and



buoyed only by their friendship and ambition—as they move to New York in search of fame and
fortune. While their relationships, which are tinged by addiction, success, and pride, deepen over
the decades, the men are held together by their devotion to the brilliant, enigmatic Jude, a man
scarred by an unspeakable childhood trauma. A hymn to brotherly bonds and a masterful depiction
of love in the twenty-first century, Hanya Yanagihara’s stunning novel is about the families we are
born into, and those that we make for ourselves. Look for Hanya Yanagihara’s latest bestselling
novel, To Paradise.

a brief history of neoliberalism: The Poorer Nations Vijay Prashad, 2013-07-30 In The Darker
Nations, Vijay Prashad provided an intellectual history of the Third World and told the story of the
rise and fall of the Non-Aligned Movement. With The Poorer Nations, Prashad takes up the story
where he left it. Since the "70s, the countries of the Global South have struggled to express
themselves politically. Prashad analyzes the failures of neoliberalism, as well as the rise of the BRIC
countries, the Group of 12, the World Social Forum, the Latin American revolutionary revival—in
short, all the efforts to create alternatives to the neoliberal project advanced militarily by the US and
its allies, among whom number the IMF, the World Bank, the WTO, and other economic instruments
of the powerful.A true global history, The Poorer Nations is informed by interviews with leading
players such as senior UN officials, as well as Prashad’s pioneering research into archives of the
Julius Nyerere-led South Commission.

a brief history of neoliberalism: A Libertarian Walks Into a Bear Matthew Hongoltz-Hetling,
2020-09-15 A tiny American town's plans for radical self-government overlooked one hairy detail: no
one told the bears. Once upon a time, a group of libertarians got together and hatched the Free
Town Project, a plan to take over an American town and completely eliminate its government. In
2004, they set their sights on Grafton, NH, a barely populated settlement with one paved road. When
they descended on Grafton, public funding for pretty much everything shrank: the fire department,
the library, the schoolhouse. State and federal laws became meek suggestions, scarcely heard in the
town's thick wilderness. The anything-goes atmosphere soon caught the attention of Grafton's
neighbors: the bears. Freedom-loving citizens ignored hunting laws and regulations on food disposal.
They built a tent city in an effort to get off the grid. The bears smelled food and opportunity. A
Libertarian Walks Into a Bear is the sometimes funny, sometimes terrifying tale of what happens
when a government disappears into the woods. Complete with gunplay, adventure, and backstabbing
politicians, this is the ultimate story of a quintessential American experiment -- to live free or die,
perhaps from a bear.

a brief history of neoliberalism: The Media and Social Theory David Hesmondhalgh, Jason
Toynbee, 2008-05-21 This collection brings together major and emerging media analysts to consider
key processes of media change, using a number of critical perspectives. The editors present a
formidable range of theoretical viewpoints and approaches, applied to a broad and fascinating
variety of case studies, from reality television to the BBC World Service, from blogging to control of
copyright.
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