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A Brief History of Everyone Who Lived: A Critical Analysis of
Adam Rutherford's Genetic Masterpiece and its Impact on

Current Trends

Author: Adam Rutherford, a geneticist and science communicator. Rutherford's expertise lies in genetics,
evolutionary biology, and science communication, making him uniquely positioned to tackle the ambitious
project of "A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived." His background in communicating complex

scientific concepts to a general audience ensures the book's accessibility and engaging narrative.

Publisher: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, an established and reputable publisher with a strong track record in
non-fiction, particularly in the science and history genres. Their credibility lends weight to the book’s

reception and authority.

Editor: While the specific editor isn't publicly listed on the book, Weidenfeld & Nicolson employs
experienced editors with a strong background in editing science-based books, ensuring the accuracy and

clarity of the information presented in "A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived."
A Concise Summary of the Analysis

This analysis explores Adam Rutherford's "A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived," examining its
impact on current trends in genetic genealogy, popular science writing, and public understanding of
human history. The book cleverly utilizes advancements in genetic sequencing to paint a broader picture
of human migration and ancestry, challenging traditional historical narratives. However, it also faces
criticism regarding the limitations of current genetic technology and the potential for misinterpretations of
its findings. Ultimately, "A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived" is assessed as a significant
contribution to popular science, successfully blending scientific rigor with engaging storytelling, whilst

acknowledging the ongoing and evolving nature of genetic research.

Unraveling the Past: How "A Brief History of Everyone Who
Ever Lived" Reshapes Our Understanding of Ancestry

Adam Rutherford’s "A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived" is not merely a history book; it's a

testament to the transformative power of genetic science. The book leverages the burgeoning field of



genetic genealogy, using DNA analysis to trace human migration patterns and relationships across
millennia. By analyzing ancient DNA and comparing it to modern populations, Rutherford paints a
compelling narrative that challenges conventional historical accounts based solely on written records and
archaeological findings. "A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived" successfully demystifies complex
genetic concepts, explaining how DNA mutations, inherited traits, and population genetics contribute to our

understanding of shared ancestry.

One of the most significant impacts of the book lies in its popularization of genetic genealogy. Before its
publication, this field was largely confined to specialized scientific circles. Rutherford's ability to translate
intricate genetic data into a compelling and accessible narrative has brought this fascinating subject into the
mainstream, inspiring a greater interest in personal ancestry testing and the broader implications of genetic
research. The book skillfully uses examples of specific genetic lineages to illustrate broader migratory
patterns, highlighting how seemingly disparate populations are interconnected through shared ancestry.
This has fostered a greater appreciation for the interconnectedness of human populations and challenged the

notion of discrete racial categories.

However, "A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived" is not without its limitations. Rutherford
himself acknowledges the inherent biases and limitations of genetic data. The geographical and temporal
distribution of available genetic samples is uneven, leading to potential biases in the conclusions drawn.
Moreover, the interpretation of genetic data is constantly evolving as new technologies and research
emerge. What we understand today about our shared ancestry might be refined or even revised as genetic
analysis techniques become more sophisticated and more data becomes available. This inherent uncertainty
is a crucial aspect of the book's message, emphasizing the ongoing and dynamic nature of scientific

understanding.

Beyond the Genes: The Book's Broader Impact on Historical

Narratives

The book's impact transcends the realm of genetics, significantly impacting how we approach historical
narratives. By incorporating genetic evidence, "A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived" challenges
traditional historical accounts that rely heavily on written records, which often reflect the perspectives and
biases of the dominant groups. Genetic data provides an alternative perspective, offering insights into the
movements and interactions of populations that may not have left behind written records. This multi-

faceted approach to historical research offers a more inclusive and nuanced understanding of the past.

The book's discussion of migrations and population movements contributes to a more globalized
understanding of history, moving beyond Eurocentric narratives that have traditionally dominated
historical scholarship. By incorporating the genetic histories of populations across the globe, "A Brief History
of Everyone Who Ever Lived" presents a more complete and inclusive picture of human history. It fosters
a deeper appreciation for the diverse origins and interconnectedness of human populations across continents

and cultures.



Critiques and Considerations: Addressing the Limitations of "A

Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived"

Despite its considerable strengths, "A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived" has faced some criticism.
Some critics argue that the book oversimplifies complex genetic concepts, potentially leading to
misunderstandings among readers. Others have raised concerns about the potential for misinterpretation of
genetic data, particularly in the context of race and ethnicity. Rutherford himself acknowledges these
concerns, stressing the importance of responsible interpretation of genetic information and the need to

avoid deterministic conclusions.

Another point of contention is the limitations of current genetic technology. The availability of ancient
DNA samples is still relatively limited, and biases in sampling can affect the conclusions that are drawn.
The book does an excellent job of acknowledging these limitations, yet these limitations are crucial for

readers to understand before embracing all its conclusions without considering the caveats.
Conclusion

"A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived" stands as a significant contribution to popular science,
successfully bridging the gap between complex scientific concepts and a broad readership. Its impact on
current trends in genetic genealogy, historical narratives, and public understanding of human history is
undeniable. While the book is not without its limitations, its strengths in accessibility, engaging narrative,
and promotion of critical thinking make it a valuable contribution to the ongoing conversation about human
origins and the power of genetic science. It prompts further investigation into human history and
encourages a nuanced understanding of our shared ancestry, highlighting the interconnectedness of all

humankind.

FAQs

1. What is the main argument of "A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived"? The book's central
argument is that advances in genetic sequencing allow us to trace human migration patterns and
relationships across millennia, offering a new and more complete understanding of our shared

ancestry.

1. How does the book challenge traditional historical narratives? By incorporating genetic evidence, the

book challenges narratives solely reliant on written records, offering a more inclusive perspective on



the movements and interactions of various populations throughout history.

. What are the limitations of using genetic data to understand human history? The geographical and
temporal distribution of available genetic samples is uneven, leading to potential biases; interpretation
of genetic data is constantly evolving; and genetic data alone cannot tell the whole story of human

history.

. Does the book address the issue of race and ethnicity? Yes, the book directly addresses the social
construct of race, emphasizing that genetic variation exists on a spectrum and does not align with

traditional racial classifications.

. Who is the intended audience for "A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived"? The book is

accessible to a broad audience, including those with limited prior knowledge of genetics or history.

. What is the significance of ancient DNA in the book? Ancient DNA plays a crucial role in revealing
migration patterns and relationships among ancient populations, offering insights not available

through other historical sources.

. How does the book contribute to popular science? It makes complex genetic concepts accessible to a
wider audience, stimulating interest in genetic genealogy and the broader implications of genetic

research.

. What are some of the critiques of the book? Some critics argue that the book oversimplifies complex
genetic concepts, and concerns have been raised about the potential for misinterpretation of genetic

data.



1. What is the overall impact of "A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived"? The book has
significantly impacted current trends in genetic genealogy, popular science writing, and public

understanding of human history, promoting a more inclusive and nuanced understanding of the past.

Related Articles

1. "The Seven Daughters of Eve: The Science That Reveals Our Genetic Ancestry" by Bryan Sykes:

Explores the mitochondrial DNA of seven women who are the ancestors of most Europeans.

1. "Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies” by Jared Diamond: A Pulitzer Prize-winning

book exploring the geographic and environmental factors that shaped human societies.

1. "Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind" by Yuval Noah Harari: A sweeping overview of human

history from the Stone Age to the present day.

1. "The Power of Babel: A Natural History of Language" by John McWhorter: Discusses the origins and

evolution of language and its impact on human societies.

1. "The Neanderthal's Necklace: In Search of the First Artists" by John Hawks: Explores the evidence

for early human artistic expression.

1. "A History of the World in 6 Glasses" by Tom Standage: Examines the role of six beverages (beer,

wine, spirits, coffee, tea, and cola) in shaping human history.

1. "National Geographic's Genographic Project: A long-term research initiative using DNA to map



human migration patterns.

1. "The Human Family Tree: How We Evolved" by David Reich: A highly acclaimed scientific look at

human genetics and ancestry.

1. "The Story of the Human Body: Evolution, Health, and Disease" by Daniel Lieberman: Examines

how the human body evolved and how that impacts our health and well-being.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived: The

Human Story Retold Through Our Genes Adam Rutherford, 2018-09-04 National Book Critics Circle
Award—2017 Nonfiction Finalist “Nothing less than a tour de force—a heady amalgam of science,
history, a little bit of anthropology and plenty of nuanced, captivating storytelling.”—The New York
Times Book Review, Editor’s Choice A National Geographic Best Book of 2017 In our unique
genomes, every one of us carries the story of our species—births, deaths, disease, war, famine,
migration, and a lot of sex. But those stories have always been locked away—until now. Who are our
ancestors? Where did they come from? Geneticists have suddenly become historians, and the hard
evidence in our DNA has blown the lid off what we thought we knew. Acclaimed science writer Adam
Rutherford explains exactly how genomics is completely rewriting the human story—from 100,000
years ago to the present.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: A Brief History of Everyone who Ever Lived
Adam Rutherford, 2017 'A brilliant, authoritative, surprising, captivating introduction to human
genetics. You'll be spellbound' Brian Cox This is a story about you. It is the history of who you are
and how you came to be. It is unique to you, as it is to each of the 100 billion modern humans who
have ever drawn breath. But it is also our collective story, because in every one of our genomes we
each carry the history of our species - births, deaths, disease, war, famine, migration and a lot of
sex. In this captivating journey through the expanding landscape of genetics, Adam Rutherford
reveals what our genes now tell us about human history, and what history can now tell us about our
genes. From Neanderthals to murder, from redheads to race, dead kings to plague, evolution to
epigenetics, this is a demystifying and illuminating new portrait of who we are and how we came to
be. *** 'A thoroughly entertaining history of Homo sapiens and its DNA in a manner that displays
popular science writing at its best' Observer 'Magisterial, informative and delightful' Peter
Frankopan 'An extraordinary adventure...From the Neanderthals to the Vikings, from the Queen of
Sheba to Richard III, Rutherford goes in search of our ancestors, tracing the genetic clues deep into
the past' Alice Roberts

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: The Book of Humans: A Brief History of
Culture, Sex, War, and the Evolution of Us Adam Rutherford, 2020-05-12 “Rutherford describes
[The Book of Humans] as being about the paradox of how our evolutionary journey turned ‘an
otherwise average ape’ into one capable of creating complex tools, art, music, science, and
engineering. It’s an intriguing question, one his book sets against descriptions of the infinitely



amusing strategies and antics of a dizzying array of animals.”—The New York Times Book Review
Publisher’s Note: The Book of Humans was previously published in hardcover as Humanimal. In this
new evolutionary history, geneticist Adam Rutherford explores the profound paradox of the human
animal. Looking for answers across the animal kingdom, he finds that many things once considered
exclusively human are not: We aren’t the only species that “speaks,” makes tools, or has sex outside
of procreation. Seeing as our genome is 98 percent identical to a chimpanzee’s, our DNA doesn’t set
us far apart, either. How, then, did we develop the most complex culture ever observed? The Book of
Humans proves that we are animals indeed—and reveals how we truly are extraordinary.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: Creation Adam Rutherford, 2013-06-13 What is
life? Humans have been asking this question for thousands of years. But as technology has advanced
and our understanding of biology has deepened, the answer has evolved. For decades, scientists
have been exploring the limits of nature by modifying and manipulating DNA, cells and whole
organisms to create new ones that could never have existed on their own. In Creation, science writer
Adam Rutherford explains how we are now radically exceeding the boundaries of evolution and
engineering entirely novel creatures—from goats that produce spider silk in their milk to bacteria
that excrete diesel to genetic circuits that identify and destroy cancer cells. As strange as some of
these creations may sound, this new, synthetic biology is helping scientists develop radical solutions
to some of the world’s most pressing crises—from food shortages to pandemic disease to climate
change—and is paving the way for inventions once relegated to science fiction. Meanwhile, these
advances are shedding new light on the biggest mystery of all—how did life begin? We know that
every creature on Earth came from a single cell, sparked into existence four billion years ago. And as
we come closer and closer to understanding the ancient root that connects all living things, we may
finally be able to achieve a second genesis—the creation of new life where none existed before.
Creation takes us on a journey four billion years in the making—from the very first cell to the
ground-breaking biological inventions that will shape the future of our planet.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: How to Argue with a Racist Adam Rutherford,
2021-02-04 Race is real because we perceive it. Racism is real because we enact it. But the appeal to
science to strengthen racist ideologies is on the rise - and increasingly part of the public discourse
on politics, migration, education, sport and intelligence. Stereotypes and myths about race are
expressed not just by overt racists, but also by well-intentioned people whose experience and
cultural baggage steer them towards views that are not supported by the modern study of human
genetics. Even some scientists are uncomfortable expressing opinions deriving from their research
where it relates to race. Yet, if understood correctly, science and history can be powerful allies
against racism, granting the clearest view of how people actually are, rather than how we judge
them to be. HOW TO ARGUE WITH A RACIST is a vital manifesto for a twenty-first century
understanding of human evolution and variation, and a timely weapon against the misuse of science
to justify bigotry.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: Sapiens Yuval Noah Harari, 2015-02-10 New
York Times Readers’ Pick: Top 100 Books of the 21st Century New York Times Bestseller A Summer
Reading Pick for President Barack Obama, Bill Gates, and Mark Zuckerberg From a renowned
historian comes a groundbreaking narrative of humanity’s creation and evolution—a #1
international bestseller—that explores the ways in which biology and history have defined us and
enhanced our understanding of what it means to be “human.” One hundred thousand years ago, at
least six different species of humans inhabited Earth. Yet today there is only one—homo sapiens.
What happened to the others? And what may happen to us? Most books about the history of
humanity pursue either a historical or a biological approach, but Dr. Yuval Noah Harari breaks the
mold with this highly original book that begins about 70,000 years ago with the appearance of
modern cognition. From examining the role evolving humans have played in the global ecosystem to
charting the rise of empires, Sapiens integrates history and science to reconsider accepted
narratives, connect past developments with contemporary concerns, and examine specific events
within the context of larger ideas. Dr. Harari also compels us to look ahead, because over the last



few decades humans have begun to bend laws of natural selection that have governed life for the
past four billion years. We are acquiring the ability to design not only the world around us, but also
ourselves. Where is this leading us, and what do we want to become? Featuring 27 photographs, 6
maps, and 25 illustrations/diagrams, this provocative and insightful work is sure to spark debate and
is essential reading for aficionados of Jared Diamond, James Gleick, Matt Ridley, Robert Wright, and
Sharon Moalem.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: Who We Are and How We Got Here David
Reich, 2018-03-29 The past few years have seen a revolution in our ability to map whole genome
DNA from ancient humans. With the ancient DNA revolution, combined with rapid genome mapping
of present human populations, has come remarkable insights into our past. This important new data
has clarified and added to our knowledge from archaeology and anthropology, helped resolve
long-existing controversies, challenged long-held views, and thrown up some remarkable surprises.
The emerging picture is one of many waves of ancient human migrations, so that all populations
existing today are mixes of ancient ones, as well as in many cases carrying a genetic component
from Neanderthals, and, in some populations, Denisovans. David Reich, whose team has been at the
forefront of these discoveries, explains what the genetics is telling us about ourselves and our
complex and often surprising ancestry. Gone are old ideas of any kind of racial 'purity’, or even deep
and ancient divides between peoples. Instead, we are finding a rich variety of mixtures. Reich
describes the cutting-edge findings from the past few years, and also considers the sensitivities
involved in tracing ancestry, with science sometimes jostling with politics and tradition. He brings
an important wider message: that we should celebrate our rich diversity, and recognize that every
one of us is the result of a long history of migration and intermixing of ancient peoples, which we
carry as ghosts in our DNA. What will we discover next?

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: A Brief History of Everyone who Ever Lived
Adam Rutherford, 2016 This is a story about you. It is the history of who you are and how you came
to be. It is unique to you, as it is to each of the 100 billion modern humans who have ever drawn
breath. But it is also our collective story, because in every one of our genomes we each carry the
history of our species - births, deaths, disease, war, famine, migration and a lot of sex. Since
scientists first read the human genome in 2001 it has been subject to all sorts of claims,
counterclaims and myths. In fact, as Adam Rutherford explains, our genomes should be read not as
instruction manuals, but as epic poems. DNA determines far less than we have been led to believe
about us as individuals, but vastly more about us as a species. In this captivating journey through
the expanding landscape of genetics, Adam Rutherford reveals what our genes now tell us about
history, and what history tells us about our genes. From Neanderthals to murder, from redheads to
race, dead kings to plague, evolution to epigenetics, this is a demystifying and illuminating new
portrait of who we are and how we came to be.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: Me, Myself, and Why Jennifer Ouellette,
2014-01-28 As diverse as people appear to be, all of our genes and brains are nearly identical. In Me,
Myself, and Why, Jennifer Ouellette dives into the miniscule ranges of variation to understand just
what sets us apart. She draws on cutting-edge research in genetics, neuroscience, and
psychology-enlivened as always with her signature sense of humor-to explore the mysteries of
human identity and behavior. Readers follow her own surprising journey of self-discovery as she has
her genome sequenced, her brain mapped, her personality typed, and even samples a popular
hallucinogen. Bringing together everything from Mendel's famous pea plant experiments and
mutations in The X-Men to our taste for cilantro and our relationships with virtual avatars, Ouellette
takes us on an endlessly thrilling and illuminating trip into the science of ourselves

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: The Brief History of the Dead Kevin Brockmeier,
2006-02-14 From Kevin Brockmeier, one of this generation's most inventive young writers, comes a
striking new novel about death, life, and the mysterious place in between. The City is inhabited by
those who have departed Earth but are still remembered by the living. They will reside in this
afterlife until they are completely forgotten. But the City is shrinking, and the residents clearing out.



Some of the holdouts, like Luka Sims, who produces the City’s only newspaper, are wondering what
exactly is going on. Others, like Coleman Kinzler, believe it is the beginning of the end. Meanwhile,
Laura Byrd is trapped in an Antarctic research station, her supplies are running low, her radio finds
only static, and the power is failing. With little choice, Laura sets out across the ice to look for help,
but time is running out. Kevin Brockmeier alternates these two storylines to create a lyrical and
haunting story about love, loss and the power of memory.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: A Brief History of Living Forever Jaroslav Kalfar,
2023-03-28 In this “ingenious, funny, and chilling” novel (Publishers Weekly, starred review) from
the author of Spaceman of Bohemia, two long-lost siblings risk everything to save their mother from
oblivion in an authoritarian near-future America obsessed with digital consciousness and eternal
life—a story that “packs a walloping punch” (Esquire). When Adéla discovers she has a terminal
illness, she leaves behind her native Czech village for a chance at reuniting in America with Tereza,
the daughter she gave up at birth, decades earlier. But the country Adéla experienced as a young
woman, when she eloped with a filmmaker and starred in his cult sci-fi movie, has changed entirely.
In 2030, America is ruled by an authoritarian government increasingly closed off to the rest of the
world. Tereza, the star researcher for VITA, a biotech company hellbent on discovering the key to
immortality, is overjoyed to meet her mother, with whom she forms an instant, profound connection.
But when their time together is cut short by shocking events, Tereza must uncover VITA’s alarming
activity in the wastelands of what was once Florida, and persuade the Czech brother she’s never met
to join her in this odds-defying adventure. Narrated from the beyond by Adéla’s restless spirit, A
Brief History of Living Forever is a high-wire act of storytelling from a writer “booming with vitality
and originality,” whose “voice is distinct enough to leave tread marks” (New York Times). By turns
insightful, moving, and funny, the novel not only confirms Jaroslav Kalfar’s boundless powers of
invention but also exults in the love between a mother and her daughter, which neither space nor
time can sever. “Kalfar is a wise, rapturous, and original writer . . . Eloquent, heart-stunning, and
rich in awe-inspiring prose.” —San Francisco Chronicle “Relentlessly inventive . . . His writing has
the same hyperactivity and fidgety contempt for generic boundaries as that of the young Safran
Foer.” —The Guardian

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: The Dawn of Everything David Graeber, David
Wengrow, 2021-11-09 INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A dramatically new
understanding of human history, challenging our most fundamental assumptions about social
evolution—from the development of agriculture and cities to the origins of the state, democracy, and
inequality—and revealing new possibilities for human emancipation. For generations, our remote
ancestors have been cast as primitive and childlike—either free and equal innocents, or thuggish and
warlike. Civilization, we are told, could be achieved only by sacrificing those original freedoms or,
alternatively, by taming our baser instincts. David Graeber and David Wengrow show how such
theories first emerged in the eighteenth century as a conservative reaction to powerful critiques of
European society posed by Indigenous observers and intellectuals. Revisiting this encounter has
startling implications for how we make sense of human history today, including the origins of
farming, property, cities, democracy, slavery, and civilization itself. Drawing on pathbreaking
research in archaeology and anthropology, the authors show how history becomes a far more
interesting place once we learn to throw off our conceptual shackles and perceive what’s really
there. If humans did not spend 95 percent of their evolutionary past in tiny bands of
hunter-gatherers, what were they doing all that time? If agriculture, and cities, did not mean a
plunge into hierarchy and domination, then what kinds of social and economic organization did they
lead to? The answers are often unexpected, and suggest that the course of human history may be
less set in stone, and more full of playful, hopeful possibilities, than we tend to assume. The Dawn of
Everything fundamentally transforms our understanding of the human past and offers a path toward
imagining new forms of freedom, new ways of organizing society. This is a monumental book of
formidable intellectual range, animated by curiosity, moral vision, and a faith in the power of direct
action. Includes Black-and-White Illustrations



a brief history of everyone who ever lived: The Invisible History of the Human Race Christine
Kenneally, 2015-01-29 A New York Times Notable Book of 2014 We are doomed to repeat history if
we fail to learn from it, but how are we affected by the forces that are invisible to us? What role does
Neanderthal DNA play in our genetic makeup? How did the theory of eugenics embraced by Nazi
Germany first develop? How is trust passed down in Africa, and silence inherited in Tasmania? How
are private companies like Ancestry.com uncovering, preserving and potentially editing the past? In
The Invisible History of the Human Race, Christine Kenneally reveals that, remarkably, it is not only
our biological history that is coded in our DNA, but also our social history. She breaks down myths of
determinism and draws on cutting - edge research to explore how both historical artefacts and our
DNA tell us where we have come from and where we may be going.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: Homo Deus Yuval Noah Harari, 2017-02-21
Official U.S. edition with full color illustrations throughout. NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Yuval
Noah Harari, author of the critically-acclaimed New York Times bestseller and international
phenomenon Sapiens, returns with an equally original, compelling, and provocative book, turning his
focus toward humanity’s future, and our quest to upgrade humans into gods. Over the past century
humankind has managed to do the impossible and rein in famine, plague, and war. This may seem
hard to accept, but, as Harari explains in his trademark style—thorough, yet riveting—famine,
plague and war have been transformed from incomprehensible and uncontrollable forces of nature
into manageable challenges. For the first time ever, more people die from eating too much than from
eating too little; more people die from old age than from infectious diseases; and more people
commit suicide than are killed by soldiers, terrorists and criminals put together. The average
American is a thousand times more likely to die from binging at McDonalds than from being blown
up by Al Qaeda. What then will replace famine, plague, and war at the top of the human agenda? As
the self-made gods of planet earth, what destinies will we set ourselves, and which quests will we
undertake? Homo Deus explores the projects, dreams and nightmares that will shape the
twenty-first century—from overcoming death to creating artificial life. It asks the fundamental
questions: Where do we go from here? And how will we protect this fragile world from our own
destructive powers? This is the next stage of evolution. This is Homo Deus. With the same insight
and clarity that made Sapiens an international hit and a New York Times bestseller, Harari maps out
our future.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: Control: The Dark History and Troubling Present
of Eugenics Adam Rutherford, 2022-11-15 How did an obscure academic idea pave the way to the
Holocaust within just fifty years? Control is a book about eugenics, what geneticist Adam Rutherford
calls “a defining idea of the twentieth century.” Inspired by Darwin’s ideas about evolution, eugenics
arose in Victorian England as a theory for improving the British population, and quickly spread to
America, where it was embraced by presidents, funded by Gilded Age monopolists, and enshrined
into racist American laws that became the ideological cornerstone of the Third Reich. Despite this
horrific legacy, eugenics looms large today as the advances in genetics in the last thirty years—from
the sequencing of the human genome to modern gene editing techniques—have brought the idea of
population purification back into the mainstream. Eugenics has “a short history, but a long past,”
Rutherford writes. The first half of Control is the history of an idea, from its roots in key
philosophical texts of the classical world all the way into their genocidal enactment in the twentieth
century. The second part of the book explores how eugenics operates today, as part of our language
and culture, as part of current political and racial discussions, and as an eternal temptation to
powerful people who wish to improve society through reproductive control. With disarming wit and
scientific precision, Rutherford explains why eugenics still figures prominently in the twenty-first
century, despite its genocidal past. And he confronts insidious recurring questions—did eugenics
work in Nazi Germany? And could it work today?—revealing the intellectual bankruptcy of the idea,
and the scientific impossibility of its realization.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: Creation Adam Rutherford, 2014-05-27 Today’s
scientists are radically exceeding the boundaries of evolution and engineering entirely novel



creatures. Cutting edge “synthetic biology” may lead to solutions to some of the world’s most
pressing crises and pave the way for inventions once relegated to science fiction. Meanwhile, these
advances are shedding new light on the biggest mystery of all—how did life begin? As we come
closer and closer to understanding the ancient root that connects all living things, Adam Rutherford
shows how we may finally be able to achieve the creation of new life where none existed before.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: Portrait of a Thief Grace D. Li, 2022-04-05
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER An Edgar Award Nominee for Best First Novel
Longlisted for the Center for Fiction's First Novel Prize Named a New York Times Best Crime Novel
of 2022 Named A Most Anticipated Book of 2022 by *Marie Claire* *Washington Post* *Vulture*
*NBC News* *Buzzfeed* *Veranda* *PopSugar* *Paste* *The Millions* *Bustle* *Crimereads*
Goodreads* *Bookbub* *Boston.com* and more! The thefts are engaging and surprising, and the
narrative brims with international intrigue. Li, however, has delivered more than a straight thriller
here, especially in the parts that depict the despair Will and his pals feel at being displaced,
overlooked, underestimated, and discriminated against. This is as much a novel as a reckoning.
—New York Times Book Review Ocean's Eleven meets The Farewell in Portrait of a Thief, a lush,
lyrical heist novel inspired by the true story of Chinese art vanishing from Western museums; about
diaspora, the colonization of art, and the complexity of the Chinese American identity History is told
by the conquerors. Across the Western world, museums display the spoils of war, of conquest, of
colonialism: priceless pieces of art looted from other countries, kept even now. Will Chen plans to
steal them back. A senior at Harvard, Will fits comfortably in his carefully curated roles: a perfect
student, an art history major and sometimes artist, the eldest son who has always been his parents'
American Dream. But when a mysterious Chinese benefactor reaches out with an impossible—and
illegal—job offer, Will finds himself something else as well: the leader of a heist to steal back five
priceless Chinese sculptures, looted from Beijing centuries ago. His crew is every heist archetype
one can imagine—or at least, the closest he can get. A con artist: Irene Chen, a public policy major
at Duke who can talk her way out of anything. A thief: Daniel Liang, a premed student with steady
hands just as capable of lockpicking as suturing. A getaway driver: Lily Wu, an engineering major
who races cars in her free time. A hacker: Alex Huang, an MIT dropout turned Silicon Valley
software engineer. Each member of his crew has their own complicated relationship with China and
the identity they've cultivated as Chinese Americans, but when Will asks, none of them can turn him
down. Because if they succeed? They earn fifty million dollars—and a chance to make history. But if
they fail, it will mean not just the loss of everything they've dreamed for themselves but yet another
thwarted attempt to take back what colonialism has stolen. Equal parts beautiful, thoughtful, and
thrilling, Portrait of a Thief is a cultural heist and an examination of Chinese American identity, as
well as a necessary critique of the lingering effects of colonialism.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: Humankind Rutger Bregman, 2020-06-02 AN
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER The “lively” (The New Yorker), “convincing” (Forbes),
and “riveting pick-me-up we all need right now” (People) that proves humanity thrives in a crisis and
that our innate kindness and cooperation have been the greatest factors in our long-term success as
a species. If there is one belief that has united the left and the right, psychologists and philosophers,
ancient thinkers and modern ones, it is the tacit assumption that humans are bad. It's a notion that
drives newspaper headlines and guides the laws that shape our lives. From Machiavelli to Hobbes,
Freud to Pinker, the roots of this belief have sunk deep into Western thought. Human beings, we're
taught, are by nature selfish and governed primarily by self-interest. But what if it isn't true?
International bestseller Rutger Bregman provides new perspective on the past 200,000 years of
human history, setting out to prove that we are hardwired for kindness, geared toward cooperation
rather than competition, and more inclined to trust rather than distrust one another. In fact this
instinct has a firm evolutionary basis going back to the beginning of Homo sapiens. From the
real-life Lord of the Flies to the solidarity in the aftermath of the Blitz, the hidden flaws in the
Stanford prison experiment to the true story of twin brothers on opposite sides who helped Mandela
end apartheid, Bregman shows us that believing in human generosity and collaboration isn't merely



optimistic—it's realistic. Moreover, it has huge implications for how society functions. When we
think the worst of people, it brings out the worst in our politics and economics. But if we believe in
the reality of humanity's kindness and altruism, it will form the foundation for achieving true change
in society, a case that Bregman makes convincingly with his signature wit, refreshing frankness, and
memorable storytelling. The Sapiens of 2020. —The Guardian Humankind made me see humanity
from a fresh perspective. —Yuval Noah Harari, author of the #1 bestseller Sapiens Longlisted for the
2021 Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Nonfiction One of the Washington Post's 50 Notable
Nonfiction Works in 2020

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: Rutherford and Fry's Complete Guide to
Absolutely Everything (Abridged) Adam Rutherford, Hannah Fry, 2022-10-13 In Rutherford and Fry's
comprehensive guidebook, they tell the complete story of the universe and absolutely everything in
it - skipping over some of the boring parts. This is a celebration of the weirdness of the cosmos, the
strangeness of humans and the fact that amid all the mess, we can somehow make sense of life. Our
brains have evolved to tell us all sorts of things that feel intuitively right but just aren't true- the
world looks flat, the stars seem fixed in the heavenly firmament, a day is 24 hours... This book is
crammed full of tales of how stuff really works. With the power of science, Rutherford and Fry show
us how to bypass our monkey-brains, taking us on a journey from the origin of time and space, via
planets, galaxies, evolution, the dinosaurs, all the way into our minds, and wrestling with some truly
head-scratching questions that only science can answer- What is time, and where does it come from?
Why are animals the size and shape they are? What is a thought? How horoscopes work (Spoiler-
they don't, but you think they do) Does my dog love me? Why nothing is truly round Do you need
your eyes to see?

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: A (Very) Short History of Life on Earth Henry Gee,
2021-11-09 The Royal Society's Science Book of the Year [A]n exuberant romp through evolution,
like a modern-day Willy Wonka of genetic space. Gee’s grand tour enthusiastically details the
narrative underlying life’s erratic and often whimsical exploration of biological form and function.”
—Adrian Woolfson, The Washington Post In the tradition of Richard Dawkins, Bill Bryson, and Simon
Winchester—An entertaining and uniquely informed narration of Life's life story. In the beginning,
Earth was an inhospitably alien place—in constant chemical flux, covered with churning seas,
crafting its landscape through incessant volcanic eruptions. Amid all this tumult and disaster, life
began. The earliest living things were no more than membranes stretched across microscopic gaps
in rocks, where boiling hot jets of mineral-rich water gushed out from cracks in the ocean floor.
Although these membranes were leaky, the environment within them became different from the
raging maelstrom beyond. These havens of order slowly refined the generation of energy, using it to
form membrane-bound bubbles that were mostly-faithful copies of their parents—a foamy lather of
soap-bubble cells standing as tiny clenched fists, defiant against the lifeless world. Life on this
planet has continued in much the same way for millennia, adapting to literally every conceivable
setback that living organisms could encounter and thriving, from these humblest beginnings to the
thrilling and unlikely story of ourselves. In A (Very) Short History of Life on Earth, Henry Gee zips
through the last 4.6 billion years with infectious enthusiasm and intellectual rigor. Drawing on the
very latest scientific understanding and writing in a clear, accessible style, he tells an enlightening
tale of survival and persistence that illuminates the delicate balance within which life has always
existed.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: A Little History of the World E. H. Gombrich,
2014-10-01 E. H. Gombrich's Little History of the World, though written in 1935, has become one of
the treasures of historical writing since its first publication in English in 2005. The Yale edition alone
has now sold over half a million copies, and the book is available worldwide in almost thirty
languages. Gombrich was of course the best-known art historian of his time, and his text suggests
illustrations on every page. This illustrated edition of the Little History brings together the pellucid
humanity of his narrative with the images that may well have been in his mind's eye as he wrote the
book. The two hundred illustrations—most of them in full color—are not simple embellishments,




though they are beautiful. They emerge from the text, enrich the author's intention, and deepen the
pleasure of reading this remarkable work. For this edition the text is reset in a spacious format,
flowing around illustrations that range from paintings to line drawings, emblems, motifs, and
symbols. The book incorporates freshly drawn maps, a revised preface, and a new index. Blending
high-grade design, fine paper, and classic binding, this is both a sumptuous gift book and an
enhanced edition of a timeless account of human history.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: The History of Love: A Novel Nicole Krauss,
2006-05-17 ONE OF THE MOST LOVED NOVELS OF THE DECADE. A long-lost book reappears,
mysteriously connecting an old man searching for his son and a girl seeking a cure for her widowed
mother's loneliness. Leo Gursky taps his radiator each evening to let his upstairs neighbor know he’s
still alive. But it wasn’t always like this: in the Polish village of his youth, he fell in love and wrote a
book...Sixty years later and half a world away, fourteen-year-old Alma, who was named after a
character in that book, undertakes an adventure to find her namesake and save her family. With
virtuosic skill and soaring imaginative power, Nicole Krauss gradually draws these stories together
toward a climax of extraordinary depth and beauty (Newsday).

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: The Incredible Unlikeliness of Being:
Evolution and the Making of Us Alice Roberts, 2015-11-03 From your brain to your fingertips,
you emerge from her book entertained and with a deeper understanding of yourself --Richard
Dawkins Alice Roberts takes you on the most incredible journey, revealing your path from a single
cell to a complex embryo to a living, breathing, thinking person. It's a story that connects us with
our distant ancestors and an extraordinary, unlikely chain of events that shaped human development
and left a mark on all of us. Alice Roberts uses the latest research to uncover the evolutionary
history hidden in all of us, from the secrets found only in our embryos and genes - including why as
embroyos we have what look like gills - to those visible in your anatomy. This is a tale of discovery,
exploring why and how we have developed as we have. This is your story, told as never before.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: The Information James Gleick, 2011-03-01 From
the bestselling author of the acclaimed Chaos and Genius comes a thoughtful and provocative
exploration of the big ideas of the modern era: Information, communication, and information theory.
Acclaimed science writer James Gleick presents an eye-opening vision of how our relationship to
information has transformed the very nature of human consciousness. A fascinating intellectual
journey through the history of communication and information, from the language of Africa’s talking
drums to the invention of written alphabets; from the electronic transmission of code to the origins
of information theory, into the new information age and the current deluge of news, tweets, images,
and blogs. Along the way, Gleick profiles key innovators, including Charles Babbage, Ada Lovelace,
Samuel Morse, and Claude Shannon, and reveals how our understanding of information is
transforming not only how we look at the world, but how we live. A New York Times Notable Book A
Los Angeles Times and Cleveland Plain Dealer Best Book of the Year Winner of the PEN/E. O. Wilson
Literary Science Writing Award

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: A People's History of the United States Howard
Zinn, 2003-02-04 Since its original landmark publication in 1980, A People's History of the United
States has been chronicling American history from the bottom up, throwing out the official version of
history taught in schools -- with its emphasis on great men in high places -- to focus on the street,
the home, and the, workplace. Known for its lively, clear prose as well as its scholarly research, A
People's History is the only volume to tell America's story from the point of view of -- and in the
words of -- America's women, factory workers, African-Americans, Native Americans, the working
poor, and immigrant laborers. As historian Howard Zinn shows, many of our country's greatest
battles -- the fights for a fair wage, an eight-hour workday, child-labor laws, health and safety
standards, universal suffrage, women's rights, racial equality -- were carried out at the grassroots
level, against bloody resistance. Covering Christopher Columbus's arrival through President
Clinton's first term, A People's History of the United States, which was nominated for the American
Book Award in 1981, features insightful analysis of the most important events in our history.




Revised, updated, and featuring a new after, word by the author, this special twentieth anniversary
edition continues Zinn's important contribution to a complete and balanced understanding of
American history.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: History Is All You Left Me Adam Silvera,
2017-01-17 This book will make you cry, think, and then cry some more. —Nicola Yoon, #1 New
York Times bestselling author of Everything, Everything From the New York Times bestselling
author of More Happy Than Not comes an explosive examination of grief, mental illness, and the
devastating consequences of refusing to let go of the past. When Griffin’s first love and ex-boyfriend,
Theo, dies in a drowning accident, his universe implodes. Even though Theo had moved to California
for college and started seeing Jackson, Griffin never doubted Theo would come back to him when the
time was right. But now, the future he’s been imagining for himself has gone far off course. To make
things worse, the only person who truly understands his heartache is Jackson. But no matter how
much they open up to each other, Griffin’s downward spiral continues. He’s losing himself in his
obsessive compulsions and destructive choices, and the secrets he’s been keeping are tearing him
apart. If Griffin is ever to rebuild his future, he must first confront his history, every last
heartbreaking piece in the puzzle of his life.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: The Richest Man Who Ever Lived Greg
Steinmetz, 2015-08-04 “A colorful introduction to one of the most influential businessmen in history”
(The New York Times Book Review), Jacob Fugger—the Renaissance banker “who wrote the
playbook for everyone who keeps score with money” (Bryan Burrough, author of Days of Rage). In
the days when Columbus sailed the ocean and Da Vinci painted the Mona Lisa, a German banker
named Jacob Fugger became the richest man in history. Fugger lived in Germany at the turn of the
sixteenth century, the grandson of a peasant. By the time he died, his fortune amounted to nearly
two percent of European GDP. In an era when kings had unlimited power, Fugger dared to stare
down heads of state and ask them to pay back their loans—with interest. It was this coolness and
self-assurance, along with his inexhaustible ambition, that made him not only the richest man ever,
but a force of history as well. Before Fugger came along it was illegal under church law to charge
interest on loans, but he got the Pope to change that. He also helped trigger the Reformation and
likely funded Magellan’s circumnavigation of the globe. His creation of a news service gave him an
information edge over his rivals and customers and earned Fugger a footnote in the history of
journalism. And he took Austria’s Habsburg family from being second-tier sovereigns to rulers of the
first empire where the sun never set. “Enjoyable...readable and fast-paced” (The Wall Street
Journal), The Richest Man Who Ever Lived is more than a tale about the most influential
businessman of all time. It is a story about palace intrigue, knights in battle, family tragedy and
triumph, and a violent clash between the one percent and everybody else. “The tale of Fugger’s
aspiration, ruthlessness, and greed is riveting” (The Economist).

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: The Gene Siddhartha Mukherjee, 2016-05-17 The
#1 NEW YORK TIMES Bestseller The basis for the PBS Ken Burns Documentary The Gene: An
Intimate History Now includes an excerpt from Siddhartha Mukherjee’s new book Song of the Cell!
From the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Emperor of All Maladies—a fascinating history of the
gene and “a magisterial account of how human minds have laboriously, ingeniously picked apart
what makes us tick” (Elle). “Sid Mukherjee has the uncanny ability to bring together science,
history, and the future in a way that is understandable and riveting, guiding us through both time
and the mystery of life itself.” —Ken Burns “Dr. Siddhartha Mukherjee dazzled readers with his
Pulitzer Prize-winning The Emperor of All Maladies in 2010. That achievement was evidently just a
warm-up for his virtuoso performance in The Gene: An Intimate History, in which he braids science,
history, and memoir into an epic with all the range and biblical thunder of Paradise Lost” (The New
York Times). In this biography Mukherjee brings to life the quest to understand human heredity and
its surprising influence on our lives, personalities, identities, fates, and choices. “Mukherjee
expresses abstract intellectual ideas through emotional stories...[and] swaddles his medical rigor
with rhapsodic tenderness, surprising vulnerability, and occasional flashes of pure poetry” (The




Washington Post). Throughout, the story of Mukherjee’s own family—with its tragic and bewildering
history of mental illness—reminds us of the questions that hang over our ability to translate the
science of genetics from the laboratory to the real world. In riveting and dramatic prose, he
describes the centuries of research and experimentation—from Aristotle and Pythagoras to Mendel
and Darwin, from Boveri and Morgan to Crick, Watson and Franklin, all the way through the
revolutionary twenty-first century innovators who mapped the human genome. “A fascinating and
often sobering history of how humans came to understand the roles of genes in making us who we
are—and what our manipulation of those genes might mean for our future” (Milwaukee
Journal-Sentinel), The Gene is the revelatory and magisterial history of a scientific idea coming to
life, the most crucial science of our time, intimately explained by a master. “The Gene is a book we
all should read” (USA TODAY).

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: A Short History of Humanity Johannes Krause,
Thomas Trappe, 2021-04-08 Humanity has often found itself on the precipice. We've survived and
thrived because we've never stopped moving... ‘Stops you dead in your tracks ... An absolute
revelation' Sue Black, bestselling author of All That Remains In this eye-opening book, Johannes
Krause, Chair of the Max Planck Institute for the History of Humanity, offers a new way of
understanding our past, present and future. Marshalling unique insights from archaeogenetics, an
emerging new discipline that allows us to read our ancestors' DNA like journals chronicling personal
stories of migration, Krause charts two millennia of adaption, movement and survival, culminating in
the triumph of Homo Sapiens as we swept through Europe and beyond in successive waves of
migration - developing everything from language, the patriarchy, disease, art and a love of pets as
we did so. We also meet our ancestors, from those many of us have heard of - such as Homo Erectus
and the Neanderthals - to the wildly unfamiliar but no less real: the recently discovered Denisovans,
who ranged across Asia and, like humans, interbred with Neanderthals; the Aurignacians, skilled
artists who, 40,000 years ago, brought about an extraordinary transformation in what our species
could invent and create; the Varna, who buried their loved ones with gold long before the Pharaohs
of Egypt did; and the Gravettians, big game hunters who were Europe's most successful early
settlers until they perished in the face of the toughest opponent humanity had ever faced: the ice
age. As well as being a radical new telling of our shared story, this book is a reminder that the global
problems that keep us awake at night - climate catastrophe; the sudden emergence of deadly
epidemics; refugee crises; ethnic conflict; over-population - are all things we've faced, and
overcome, before.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: Between the World and Me Ta-Nehisi Coates,
2015-07-14 #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER ¢« NAMED
ONE OF TIME’S TEN BEST NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE DECADE ¢ PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST e
NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FINALIST « ONE OF OPRAH’S “BOOKS THAT HELP
ME THROUGH” « NOW AN HBO ORIGINAL SPECIAL EVENT Hailed by Toni Morrison as “required
reading,” a bold and personal literary exploration of America’s racial history by “the most important
essayist in a generation and a writer who changed the national political conversation about race”
(Rolling Stone) NAMED ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL BOOKS OF THE DECADE BY CNN -«
NAMED ONE OF PASTE’S BEST MEMOIRS OF THE DECADE « NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review ¢ O: The Oprah Magazine * The
Washington Post * People ¢ Entertainment Weekly ¢ Vogue ¢ Los Angeles Times ¢ San Francisco
Chronicle ¢ Chicago Tribune * New York * Newsday ¢ Library Journal ¢ Publishers Weekly In a
profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and ideals to the most
intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful new framework for
understanding our nation’s history and current crisis. Americans have built an empire on the idea of
“race,” a falsehood that damages us all but falls most heavily on the bodies of black women and
men—Dbodies exploited through slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up, and
murdered out of all proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a way to live within it?
And how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from its burden?



Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt to answer these questions in a letter to his
adolescent son. Coates shares with his son—and readers—the story of his awakening to the truth
about his place in the world through a series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University to
Civil War battlefields, from the South Side of Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living
rooms of mothers whose children’s lives were taken as American plunder. Beautifully woven from
personal narrative, reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the
World and Me clearly illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a
transcendent vision for a way forward.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: Atomic Habits James Clear, 2018-10-16 The #1
New York Times bestseller. Over 20 million copies sold! Translated into 60+ languages! Tiny
Changes, Remarkable Results No matter your goals, Atomic Habits offers a proven framework for
improving--every day. James Clear, one of the world's leading experts on habit formation, reveals
practical strategies that will teach you exactly how to form good habits, break bad ones, and master
the tiny behaviors that lead to remarkable results. If you're having trouble changing your habits, the
problem isn't you. The problem is your system. Bad habits repeat themselves again and again not
because you don't want to change, but because you have the wrong system for change. You do not
rise to the level of your goals. You fall to the level of your systems. Here, you'll get a proven system
that can take you to new heights. Clear is known for his ability to distill complex topics into simple
behaviors that can be easily applied to daily life and work. Here, he draws on the most proven ideas
from biology, psychology, and neuroscience to create an easy-to-understand guide for making good
habits inevitable and bad habits impossible. Along the way, readers will be inspired and entertained
with true stories from Olympic gold medalists, award-winning artists, business leaders, life-saving
physicians, and star comedians who have used the science of small habits to master their craft and
vault to the top of their field. Learn how to: make time for new habits (even when life gets crazy);
overcome a lack of motivation and willpower; design your environment to make success easier; get
back on track when you fall off course; ...and much more. Atomic Habits will reshape the way you
think about progress and success, and give you the tools and strategies you need to transform your
habits--whether you are a team looking to win a championship, an organization hoping to redefine an
industry, or simply an individual who wishes to quit smoking, lose weight, reduce stress, or achieve
any other goal.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: A Little Life Hanya Yanagihara, 2016-01-26 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER e A stunning “portrait of the enduring grace of friendship” (NPR) about
the families we are born into, and those that we make for ourselves. A masterful depiction of love in
the twenty-first century. NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST « MAN BOOKER PRIZE FINALIST e
WINNER OF THE KIRKUS PRIZE A Little Life follows four college classmates—broke, adrift, and
buoyed only by their friendship and ambition—as they move to New York in search of fame and
fortune. While their relationships, which are tinged by addiction, success, and pride, deepen over
the decades, the men are held together by their devotion to the brilliant, enigmatic Jude, a man
scarred by an unspeakable childhood trauma. A hymn to brotherly bonds and a masterful depiction
of love in the twenty-first century, Hanya Yanagihara’s stunning novel is about the families we are
born into, and those that we make for ourselves. Look for Hanya Yanagihara’s latest bestselling
novel, To Paradise.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: The Vaccine Joe Miller, Ozlem Tiireci, Ugur Sahin,
2022-02-01 Winners of the Paul Ehrlich Prize The dramatic story of the married scientists who
founded BioNTech and developed the first vaccine against COVID-19. Nobody thought it was
possible. In mid-January 2020, Ugur Sahin told Ozlem Tiireci, his wife and decades-long research
partner, that a vaccine against what would soon be known as COVID-19 could be developed and
safely injected into the arms of millions before the end of the year. His confidence was built upon
almost thirty years of research. While working to revolutionize the way that cancerous tumors are
treated, the couple had explored a volatile and overlooked molecule called messenger RNA; they
believed it could be harnessed to redirect the immune system's forces against any number of



diseases. As the founders of BioNTech, they faced widespread skepticism from the scientific
community at first; but by the time Sars-Cov-2 was discovered in Wuhan, China, BioNTech was
prepared to deploy cutting edge technology and create the world’s first clinically approved
inoculation for the coronavirus. The Vaccine draws back the curtain on one of the most important
medical breakthroughs of our age; it will reveal how Doctors Sahin and Tireci were able to develop
twenty vaccine candidates within weeks, convince Big Pharma to support their ambitious project,
navigate political interference from the Trump administration and the European Union, and provide
more than three billion doses of the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine to countries around the world in record
time. Written by Joe Miller—the Financial Times’ Frankfurt correspondent who covered BioNTech'’s
COVID-19 project in real time—with contributions from Sahin and Tireci, as well as interviews with
more than sixty scientists, politicians, public health officials, and BioNTech staff, the book covers
key events throughout the extraordinary year, as well as exploring the scientific, economic, and
personal background of each medical innovation. Crafted to be both completely accessible to the
average reader and filled with details that will fascinate seasoned microbiologists, The Vaccine
explains the science behind the breakthrough, at a time when public confidence in vaccine safety
and efficacy is crucial to bringing an end to this pandemic.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: A Brief History of Seven Killings Marlon
James, 2015-09-08 A tale inspired by the 1976 attempted assassination of Bob Marley spans decades
and continents to explore the experiences of journalists, drug dealers, killers, and ghosts against a
backdrop of social and political turmoil.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: Summary of A Brief History of Everyone Who
Ever Lived Readtrepreneur Publishing, 2019-05-24 A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived:
The Human Story Retold Through Our Genes by Adam Rutherford - Book Summary - Readtrepreneur
(Disclaimer: This is NOT the original book but an unofficial summary.) The power of DNA and the
information it holds is immense. Imagine using that information to discover our past. In our
genomes, every one of us holds the history of our species - births, deaths, disease, war, famine,
migration and sex. We are much more than our DNA but our DNA holds the keys to our past. (Note:
This summary is wholly written and published by readtrepreneur.com It is not affiliated with the
original author in any way) This is a story about you. It concerns the tale of who you are and how
you came to be. - Adam Rutherford By sequencing the DNA of living people, we can obtain historical
information that would otherwise remain unknown. History is shortsighted and can be flawed, family
stories may be changed, but your DNA could never be altered nor could it ever lie. As author Adam
Rutherford said, your DNA gives you your story and the story of your entire species. By sequencing
only one person you can obtain more information than from any other source combined. Adam
Rutherford stresses the importance of the time period you are observing. For comparison, the book
you are holding is around 115,000 words, or 685,000 characters long, including spaces. If the length
of time has existed were represented at this book, each character, including spaces is around 5,597
years. Anatomically, modern humans' tenure on Earth is equivalent to ... the precise length of this
phase. The time we have been recording history is an evolutionary wing-flap equivalent to a single
character, the width of this period;. DNA on the other hand has no time or memory limit. P.S. A Brief
History of Everyone Who Ever Lived is an extremely interesting book which will help you locate your
ancestors and travel through time. The Time for Thinking is Over! Time for Action! Scroll Up Now
and Click on the Buy now with 1-Click Button to Download your Copy Right Away! Why Choose Us,
Readtrepreneur? [] Highest Quality Summaries [] Delivers Amazing Knowledge [] Awesome Refresher
[] Clear And Concise Disclaimer Once Again: This book is meant for a great companionship of the
original book or to simply get the gist of the original book.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: The Complete Guide to Absolutely Everything
(Abridged) Adam Rutherford, Hannah Fry, 2023-01-03 The complete story of the universe and
absolutely everything in it (minus the boring parts). Despite our clever linguistic abilities, humans
are spectacularly ill-equipped to comprehend what’s happening in the universe. Our senses and
intuition routinely mislead us. The Complete Guide to Absolutely Everything (Abridged) tells the



story of how we came to suppress our monkey minds and perceive the true nature of reality. Written
with wit and humor, this brief book tells the story of science—tales of fumbles and missteps, errors
and egos, hard work, accidents, and some really bad decisions—all of which have created the sum
total of human knowledge. Geneticist Adam Rutherford and mathematician Hannah Fry guide
readers through time and space, through our bodies and brains, showing how emotions shape our
view of reality, how our minds tell us lies, and why a mostly bald and curious ape decided to begin
poking at the fabric of the universe. Rutherford and Fry shine as science sleuths, wrestling with
some truly head-scratching questions: Where did time come from? Do we have free will? Does my
dog love me? Hilarious sidebars present memorable scientific oddities: for example, hypnotized
snails, human-sized ants, and the average time it takes most animals to evacuate their bladders. (A
surprisingly consistent twenty-one seconds, if you must know.) Both rigorous and playful, The
Complete Guide to Absolutely Everything (Abridged) is a celebration of the weirdness of the cosmos,
the strangeness of humans, and the joys and follies of scientific discovery.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: A Libertarian Walks Into a Bear Matthew
Hongoltz-Hetling, 2020-09-15 A tiny American town's plans for radical self-government overlooked
one hairy detail: no one told the bears. Once upon a time, a group of libertarians got together and
hatched the Free Town Project, a plan to take over an American town and completely eliminate its
government. In 2004, they set their sights on Grafton, NH, a barely populated settlement with one
paved road. When they descended on Grafton, public funding for pretty much everything shrank: the
fire department, the library, the schoolhouse. State and federal laws became meek suggestions,
scarcely heard in the town's thick wilderness. The anything-goes atmosphere soon caught the
attention of Grafton's neighbors: the bears. Freedom-loving citizens ignored hunting laws and
regulations on food disposal. They built a tent city in an effort to get off the grid. The bears smelled
food and opportunity. A Libertarian Walks Into a Bear is the sometimes funny, sometimes terrifying
tale of what happens when a government disappears into the woods. Complete with gunplay,
adventure, and backstabbing politicians, this is the ultimate story of a quintessential American
experiment -- to live free or die, perhaps from a bear.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: Human Evolution Bernard A. Wood, 2019 The
study of human evolution is advancing rapidly. New fossil evidence is adding ever more pieces to the
puzzle of our past; the new science of ancient DNA is completely reshaping theories of early human
populations and migrations. Bernard Wood traces the field of palaeoanthropology from its
beginnings in the eighteenth century to the present.

a brief history of everyone who ever lived: Humanimal Adam Rutherford, 2019-03-19
“Rutherford describes Humanimal as being about the paradox of how our evolutionary journey
turned ‘an otherwise average ape’ into one capable of creating complex tools, art, music, science,
and engineering. It’s an intriguing question, one his book sets against descriptions of the infinitely
amusing strategies and antics of a dizzying array of animals.”—The New York Times Book Review
Publisher’s note: Humanimal was published in the UK under the title The Book of Humans.
Evolutionary theory has long established that humans are animals: Modern Homo sapiens are
primates who share an ancestor with monkeys and other great apes. Our genome is 98 percent
identical to a chimpanzee’s. And yet we think of ourselves as exceptional. Are we? In this original
and entertaining tour of life on Earth, Adam Rutherford explores the profound paradox of the
“human animal.” Looking for answers across the animal kingdom, he finds that many things once
considered exclusively human are not: In Australia, raptors have been observed starting fires to
scatter prey; in Zambia, a chimp named Julie even started a “fashion” of wearing grass in one ear.
We aren’t the only species that communicates, makes tools, or has sex for reasons other than
procreation. But we have developed a culture far more complex than any other we’ve observed. Why
has that happened, and what does it say about us? Humanimal is a new evolutionary history—a
synthesis of the latest research on genetics, sex, migration, and much more. It reveals what
unequivocally makes us animals—and also why we are truly extraordinary.
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