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Introduction: Mastering the Art of Literary
Debate

This a brief guide to arguing about literature aims to equip readers with the
essential tools and frameworks for engaging in productive and insightful
discussions about literature. Arguing about literature isn't about being
right or wrong; it's about developing nuanced interpretations, exploring
multiple perspectives, and strengthening your analytical skills. This guide
will explore various approaches to literary argumentation, helping you
construct well-supported claims and engage respectfully with differing
viewpoints.

Understanding the Fundamentals of Literary
Argument

A strong argument in literature rests on several key pillars:

Developing a Clear Thesis Statement: Your thesis statement is the1.
cornerstone of your argument. It should be specific, arguable, and



clearly state your interpretation of the text. Avoid vague or overly
broad claims. For instance, instead of "Hamlet is a great play," a
stronger thesis would be "Hamlet's procrastination stems from his
inherent melancholic nature and his inability to reconcile his grief
with the demands of revenge, ultimately undermining his ability to act
decisively."

Employing Evidence: Your argument needs strong textual evidence. This1.
includes direct quotations, specific examples from the plot, character
analysis, symbolism, imagery, and stylistic devices. Always properly
cite your sources. A brief guide to arguing about literature emphasizes
the importance of using evidence to support your claims, not just
stating your opinion.

Analyzing Literary Techniques: A sophisticated literary argument goes1.
beyond summarizing the plot. It delves into the author's use of literary
devices like metaphor, simile, irony, foreshadowing, and point of view.
Analyzing these techniques illuminates the author's intentions and the
deeper meaning of the text.

Different Approaches to Literary Argument

Several approaches can shape your argument in a brief guide to arguing about
literature:

Formalist Criticism: Focuses on the text itself, analyzing its1.
structure, language, and literary devices without considering external
factors like the author's biography or historical context.

Biographical Criticism: Examines the author's life and experiences to1.
understand how they influenced the work.

Historical Criticism: Considers the historical context in which the work1.
was written, exploring the social, political, and cultural influences on
the text.



Feminist Criticism: Analyzes the representation of gender and power1.
dynamics within the text.

Postcolonial Criticism: Examines the impact of colonialism and1.
imperialism on literature.

Psychological Criticism: Uses psychological theories to analyze1.
characters and their motivations.

Constructing a Well-Structured Argument

A well-structured argument follows a logical progression:

Introduction: Presents the thesis statement and briefly outlines the main
points.
Body Paragraphs: Each paragraph focuses on a specific aspect of your
argument, providing evidence and analysis.
Conclusion: Summarizes your main points and restates the thesis in a new and
insightful way.

Remember, a brief guide to arguing about literature emphasizes the importance
of clear and concise writing, logical reasoning, and respectful engagement
with opposing viewpoints.

Engaging in Productive Literary Debate

Arguing about literature should be a collaborative process, not a
competition. Listen actively to others' perspectives, even if you disagree.
Be open to considering alternative interpretations and be prepared to defend
your own position respectfully and with evidence.

Conclusion

Mastering the art of arguing about literature is a valuable skill that
enhances critical thinking, analytical abilities, and communication skills. A
brief guide to arguing about literature provides a framework for constructing
well-supported arguments, engaging in productive debates, and deepening your
understanding and appreciation of literature. By using the techniques and
approaches outlined in this guide, you can contribute meaningfully to



literary discussions and develop your own unique insights.

FAQs

What is the difference between summarizing and analyzing a literary1.
work? Summarizing retells the plot; analysis interprets its meaning and
techniques.

How do I choose a strong thesis statement? Ensure it's specific,1.
arguable, and directly addresses the text.

What constitutes strong textual evidence? Direct quotes, specific1.
examples, references to plot points, characters, and literary devices.

How do I handle opposing viewpoints in my argument? Acknowledge and1.
address them respectfully, showing why your interpretation is more
compelling.

Is it okay to change my mind during a literary discussion? Absolutely!1.
Intellectual growth involves revising perspectives based on new
information and insights.

How do I avoid plagiarism when arguing about literature? Always cite1.
your sources properly using a consistent citation style (MLA, Chicago,
etc.).

What if I don't understand a literary work completely? It's okay to1.
admit limitations; focus on the aspects you do understand and explore
those thoroughly.



How can I improve my writing skills for literary arguments? Practice1.
regularly, seek feedback from others, and read widely to improve clarity
and precision.

Where can I find more resources on literary theory and criticism?1.
University libraries, online academic databases (JSTOR, Project MUSE),
and reputable literary journals.

Related Articles:

"The Power of Close Reading: Unlocking Meaning in Literature": Explores1.
techniques for analyzing literary texts in detail.

"Constructing a Strong Literary Argument: A Step-by-Step Guide":1.
Provides a practical, step-by-step approach to writing literary essays.

"Navigating Literary Theory: A Beginner's Guide": Introduces key1.
concepts in literary theory and their application to analysis.

"The Art of Literary Debate: Engaging Respectfully and Intelligently":1.
Focuses on the social dynamics of literary discussions and respectful
argumentation.

"Analyzing Character Development in Literature: A Comprehensive1.
Approach": Explores methods for analyzing character arcs and
motivations.

"Deconstructing Symbolism in Literature: Identifying and Interpreting1.
Symbolic Meaning": Provides tools for understanding and interpreting
symbolic language in literature.



"The Impact of Historical Context on Literary Interpretation":1.
Emphasizes the importance of understanding the historical context for
interpretation.

"Feminist Literary Criticism: A Critical Lens for Analyzing Gender1.
Dynamics": A deep dive into feminist approaches to literary analysis.

"Postcolonial Literature and Criticism: Examining the Legacy of1.
Colonialism": Explores how postcolonial theory shapes our understanding
of literature written in former colonies.

  a brief guide to arguing about literature: A Brief Guide to Arguing about Literature John
Schilb, John Clifford, 2019-11-05 More and more, first-year writing courses foreground skills of
critical analysis and argumentation. In response, A Brief Guide to Arguing about Literature first
hones students' analytical skills through instruction in close critical reading of texts; then, it shows
them how to turn their reading into well-supported and rhetorically effective argumentative writing.
For instructors who prefer to aggregate their own anthology of readings and literary works for their
literature-based composition courses, A Brief Guide to Arguing about Literature comprises only the
writing-guide chapters of John Schilb and John Clifford's admired Arguing about Literature: Guide
and Reader. Achieve with Schilb, Arguing about Literature, puts student reading, writing, and
revision at the core of your course, with interactive close reading modules, reading comprehension
quizzes for the selections in the book, videos of professional writers and students discussing literary
works, and a dedicated composition space that guides students through draft, review, source check,
reflection, and revision. For details, visit macmillanlearning.com/college/us/englishdigital.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Arguing about literature John Schilb & John
Clifford, 2014 This book will help students learn to read both argumentative and literary texts
closely and critically as it helps them turn their reading into well-supported and rhetorically effective
argumentative writing.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Arguing About Literature: A Guide and Reader
John Schilb, John Clifford, 2016-12-09 More and more, first- year writing courses foreground skills of
critical analysis and argumentation. In response, Arguing about Literature first hones students’
analytical skills through instruction in close critical reading of texts; then, it shows them how to turn
their reading into well-supported and rhetorically effective argumentative writing. From the authors
of the groundbreaking and widely adopted Making Literature Matter, Arguing about Literature
economically combines two books in one: a concise guide to reading literature and writing
arguments, and a compact thematic anthology of stories, poems, plays, arguments, and other kinds
of texts for inquiry, analysis and research. The second edition includes even more instruction in the
key skills of argumentation, critical reading, and research, while linking literature more directly to
the newsworthy current issues of today.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Loose-Leaf Version for Arguing about
Literature: a Guide and Reader John Schilb, John Clifford, 2020-12-14



  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Arguing about Literature John Schilb, John
Clifford, 2014-02-28 PACKAGE THIS TITLE WITH OUR 2016 MLA SUPPLEMENT, Documenting
Sources in MLA Style (package ISBN-13: 9781319084516). Get the most recent updates on MLA
citation in a convenient, 40-page resource based on The MLA Handbook, 8th Edition, with plenty of
models. Browse our catalog or contact your representative for a full listing of updated titles and
packages, or to request a custom ISBN. More and more, first- year writing courses foreground skills
of critical analysis and argumentation. In response, Arguing about Literature hones students’
analytical skills through instruction in close critical reading of texts, showing them how to turn their
reading into well-supported and rhetorically effective argumentative writing. Two books in one, it
combines a guide to reading literature and writing arguments with a compact thematic anthology of
stories, poems, plays, essays, and arguments for analysis and research, from the authors of Making
Literature Matter.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Strategies for Reading and Arguing about
Literature Meg Morgan, Kim Stallings, Julie Townsend, 2006-03 For courses in English Composition,
Argumentative Writing, and Introduction to Literature. Strategies for Reading and Arguing about
Literature brings together the often divergent studies of argumentation and literature. This textbook
teaches the art of academic argumentation through a focus on classic and contemporary literature.
Using this book, students will learn, practice and master critical reading strategies, critical writing
and research strategies, the essentials of academic argumentation, and basic literary theory as it
relates to the development of an argument. Concurrently, students will explore and appreciate a
variety of literature ranging from the classical to the contemporary in a variety of genres and critical
analyses of literary works.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: A Brief Guide to Arguing about Literature John
Schilb, John Clifford, 2023-11-17 A Brief Guide to Arguing about Literature provides an affordable
guide to literary analysis and argument. The guide will hone your analytical skills through
instruction in close critical reading of texts as well as sharpen your argumentative writing with
effective activities.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: The Politically Incorrect Guide to English And
American Literature Elizabeth Kantor, 2006-10-01 Citing declining coverage of classic English and
American literature in today's schools, a politically incorrect primer challenges popular
misconceptions while introducing the works of such core masters as Shakespeare, Faulkner, and
Austen, in a volume that is complemented by a syllabus and a self-study guide. Original.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Exploring Literature Frank Madden, 2004
Exploring Literature invites students to connect with works of literature in light of their own
experiences and, ultimately, put those connections into writing. With engaging selections,
provocative themes, and comprehensive coverage of the writing process, Madden's anthology is sure
to capture the reader's imagination. Exploring Literature opens with five chapters dedicated to
reading and writing about literature. An anthology follows, organized around five themes. Each
thematic unit includes a rich diversity of short stories, poems, plays, and essays, as well as a case
study to help students explore literature from various perspectives.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Writing Literature Reviews Jose L. Galvan,
Melisa C. Galvan, 2017-04-05 Guideline 12: If the Results of Previous Studies Are Inconsistent or
Widely Varying, Cite Them Separately
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Literacy in the Disciplines ,
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Reading Picture Books with Children Megan Dowd
Lambert, 2015-11-03 A new, interactive approach to storytime, The Whole Book Approach was
developed in conjunction with the Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art and expert author Megan
Dowd Lambert's graduate work in children's literature at Simmons College, offering a practical
guide for reshaping storytime and getting kids to think with their eyes. Traditional storytime often
offers a passive experience for kids, but the Whole Book approach asks the youngest of readers to
ponder all aspects of a picture book and to use their critical thinking skills. Using classic examples,



Megan asks kids to think about why the trim size of Ludwig Bemelman's Madeline is so generous, or
why the typeset in David Wiesner's Caldecott winner,The Three Pigs, appears to twist around the
page, or why books like Chris Van Allsburg's The Polar Express and Eric Carle's The Very Hungry
Caterpillar are printed landscape instead of portrait. The dynamic discussions that result from this
shared reading style range from the profound to the hilarious and will inspire adults to make
children's responses to text, art, and design an essential part of storytime.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Rescuing Socrates Roosevelt Montas, 2023-03-21
A Dominican-born academic tells the story of how the Great Books transformed his life—and why
they have the power to speak to people of all backgrounds What is the value of a liberal education?
Traditionally characterized by a rigorous engagement with the classics of Western thought and
literature, this approach to education is all but extinct in American universities, replaced by flexible
distribution requirements and ever-narrower academic specialization. Many academics attack the
very idea of a Western canon as chauvinistic, while the general public increasingly doubts the value
of the humanities. In Rescuing Socrates, Dominican-born American academic Roosevelt Montás tells
the story of how a liberal education transformed his life, and offers an intimate account of the
relevance of the Great Books today, especially to members of historically marginalized communities.
Montás emigrated from the Dominican Republic to Queens, New York, when he was twelve and
encountered the Western classics as an undergraduate in Columbia University’s renowned Core
Curriculum, one of America’s last remaining Great Books programs. The experience changed his life
and determined his career—he went on to earn a PhD in English and comparative literature, serve as
director of Columbia’s Center for the Core Curriculum, and start a Great Books program for
low-income high school students who aspire to be the first in their families to attend college.
Weaving together memoir and literary reflection, Rescuing Socrates describes how four
authors—Plato, Augustine, Freud, and Gandhi—had a profound impact on Montás’s life. In doing so,
the book drives home what it’s like to experience a liberal education—and why it can still remake
lives.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: From Dissertation to Book William Germano,
2014-02-27 How to transform a thesis into a publishable work that can engage audiences beyond the
academic committee. When a dissertation crosses my desk, I usually want to grab it by its
metaphorical lapels and give it a good shake. “You know something!” I would say if it could hear me.
“Now tell it to us in language we can understand!” Since its publication in 2005, From Dissertation
to Book has helped thousands of young academic authors get their books beyond the thesis
committee and into the hands of interested publishers and general readers. Now revised and
updated to reflect the evolution of scholarly publishing, this edition includes a new chapter arguing
that the future of academic writing is in the hands of young scholars who must create work that
meets the broader expectations of readers rather than the narrow requirements of academic
committees. At the heart of From Dissertation to Book is the idea that revising the dissertation is
fundamentally a process of shifting its focus from the concerns of a narrow audience—a committee
or advisors—to those of a broader scholarly audience that wants writing to be both informative and
engaging. William Germano offers clear guidance on how to do this, with advice on such topics as
rethinking the table of contents, taming runaway footnotes, shaping chapter length, and confronting
the limitations of jargon, alongside helpful timetables for light or heavy revision. Germano draws on
his years of experience in both academia and publishing to show writers how to turn a dissertation
into a book that an audience will actually enjoy, whether reading on a page or a screen. He also
acknowledges that not all dissertations can or even should become books and explores other, often
overlooked, options, such as turning them into journal articles or chapters in an edited work. With
clear directions, engaging examples, and an eye for the idiosyncrasies of academic writing, he
reveals to recent PhDs the secrets of careful and thoughtful revision—a skill that will be truly
invaluable as they add “author” to their curriculum vitae.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Academic Writing Now: A Brief Guide for Busy
Students David Starkey, 2015-06-15 This is a book for real students, people with full and active lives.



Academic Writing Now: A Brief Guide for Busy Students covers the basics of the introductory college
writing course in a concise, student-friendly format. Each chapter concentrates on a crucial element
of composing an academic essay and is capable of being read in a single sitting. The book also
includes numerous “timesaver tips,” along with warnings about frequent student errors—all
designed to help students make the most of one of their most limited and precious resources: time.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: How to Win an Argument Marcus Tullius Cicero,
2017-10-31 Timeless techniques of effective public speaking from ancient Rome's greatest orator All
of us are faced countless times with the challenge of persuading others, whether we're trying to win
a trivial argument with a friend or convince our coworkers about an important decision. Instead of
relying on untrained instinct—and often floundering or failing as a result—we’d win more arguments
if we learned the timeless art of verbal persuasion, rhetoric. How to Win an Argument gathers the
rhetorical wisdom of Cicero, ancient Rome’s greatest orator, from across his works and combines it
with passages from his legal and political speeches to show his powerful techniques in action. The
result is an enlightening and entertaining practical introduction to the secrets of persuasive
speaking and writing—including strategies that are just as effective in today’s offices, schools,
courts, and political debates as they were in the Roman forum. How to Win an Argument addresses
proof based on rational argumentation, character, and emotion; the parts of a speech; the plain,
middle, and grand styles; how to persuade no matter what audience or circumstances you face; and
more. Cicero’s words are presented in lively translations, with illuminating introductions; the book
also features a brief biography of Cicero, a glossary, suggestions for further reading, and an
appendix of the original Latin texts. Astonishingly relevant, this unique anthology of Cicero’s
rhetorical and oratorical wisdom will be enjoyed by anyone who ever needs to win arguments and
influence people—in other words, all of us.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: How to Win Every Argument Madsen Pirie,
2015-03-12 In the second edition of this witty and infectious book, Madsen Pirie builds upon his
guide to using - and indeed abusing - logic in order to win arguments. By including new chapters on
how to win arguments in writing, in the pub, with a friend, on Facebook and in 140 characters (on
Twitter), Pirie provides the complete guide to triumphing in altercations ranging from the everyday
to the downright serious. He identifies with devastating examples all the most common fallacies
popularly used in argument. We all like to think of ourselves as clear-headed and logical - but all
readers will find in this book fallacies of which they themselves are guilty. The author shows you
how to simultaneously strengthen your own thinking and identify the weaknesses in other people
arguments. And, more mischievously, Pirie also shows how to be deliberately illogical - and get away
with it. This book will make you maddeningly smart: your family, friends and opponents will all wish
that you had never read it. Publisher's warning: In the wrong hands this book is dangerous. We
recommend that you arm yourself with it whilst keeping out of the hands of others. Only buy this
book as a gift if you are sure that you can trust the recipient.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: A New History of German Literature David E.
Wellbery, Judith Ryan, Hans Ulrich Gumbrecht, 2004 'A New History of German Literature' offers
some 200 essays on events in German literary history.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: In the Dream House Carmen Maria Machado,
2019-11-05 A revolutionary memoir about domestic abuse by the award-winning author of Her Body
and Other Parties In the Dream House is Carmen Maria Machado’s engrossing and wildly innovative
account of a relationship gone bad, and a bold dissection of the mechanisms and cultural
representations of psychological abuse. Tracing the full arc of a harrowing relationship with a
charismatic but volatile woman, Machado struggles to make sense of how what happened to her
shaped the person she was becoming. And it’s that struggle that gives the book its original
structure: each chapter is driven by its own narrative trope—the haunted house, erotica, the
bildungsroman—through which Machado holds the events up to the light and examines them from
different angles. She looks back at her religious adolescence, unpacks the stereotype of lesbian
relationships as safe and utopian, and widens the view with essayistic explorations of the history and



reality of abuse in queer relationships. Machado’s dire narrative is leavened with her characteristic
wit, playfulness, and openness to inquiry. She casts a critical eye over legal proceedings, fairy tales,
Star Trek, and Disney villains, as well as iconic works of film and fiction. The result is a wrenching,
riveting book that explodes our ideas about what a memoir can do and be.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Arguments and Arguing Thomas A. Hollihan, Kevin
T. Baaske, 2015-11-17 The latest edition of Arguments and Arguing contains the same balance of
theory and practice, breadth of coverage, current and relevant examples, and accessible writing
style that made previous editions so popular in hundreds of classrooms. The authors draw from
classic and recent argumentation theory and research, contextualized with well-chosen examples, to
showcase a narrative style of argumentation and the values and attitudes of audiences. Readers
learn how to employ both formal and informal argumentative strategies in an array of
communication forums—from interpersonal interactions to academic debate to politics to business. A
newly added chapter on visual argumentation and a striking color photo insert demonstrate the
value and power of visual elements in the construction of arguments. The ability to argue is
necessary if people are to solve problems, resolve conflicts, and evaluate alternative courses of
action. While many are taught that arguing is counterproductive and arguments should be avoided,
Hollihan and Baaske illustrate that arguing is an essential and fundamental human activity. Learning
the art of effective argumentation entails a grasp of not only the strategies and principles of analysis
and logical reasoning but also the importance of arguing in a positive and socially constructive
fashion.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Writing Science Joshua Schimel, 2012-01-26 This
book takes an integrated approach, using the principles of story structure to discuss every aspect of
successful science writing, from the overall structure of a paper or proposal to individual sections,
paragraphs, sentences, and words. It begins by building core arguments, analyzing why some stories
are engaging and memorable while others are quickly forgotten, and proceeds to the elements of
story structure, showing how the structures scientists and researchers use in papers and proposals
fit into classical models. The book targets the internal structure of a paper, explaining how to write
clear and professional sections, paragraphs, and sentences in a way that is clear and compelling.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Enumerations Andrew Piper, 2018-09-04 For well
over a century, academic disciplines have studied human behavior using quantitative information.
Until recently, however, the humanities have remained largely immune to the use of data—or
vigorously resisted it. Thanks to new developments in computer science and natural language
processing, literary scholars have embraced the quantitative study of literary works and have helped
make Digital Humanities a rapidly growing field. But these developments raise a fundamental, and
as yet unanswered question: what is the meaning of literary quantity? In Enumerations, Andrew
Piper answers that question across a variety of domains fundamental to the study of literature. He
focuses on the elementary particles of literature, from the role of punctuation in poetry, the matter
of plot in novels, the study of topoi, and the behavior of characters, to the nature of fictional
language and the shape of a poet’s career. How does quantity affect our understanding of these
categories? What happens when we look at 3,388,230 punctuation marks, 1.4 billion words, or
650,000 fictional characters? Does this change how we think about poetry, the novel, fictionality,
character, the commonplace, or the writer’s career? In the course of answering such questions,
Piper introduces readers to the analytical building blocks of computational text analysis and brings
them to bear on fundamental concerns of literary scholarship. This book will be essential reading for
anyone interested in Digital Humanities and the future of literary study.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: City of a Thousand Gates Bee Sacks, 2021-02-02
WINNER OF THE JANET HEIGINGER KAFKA PRIZE FOR FICTION “The novel showcases the
humanity, tragedy, and complexity of life in the West Bank. . . . The characters’ interwoven lives will
stay with you long after the book's denouement.” —Entertainment Weekly “Sacks is an
extraordinarily gifted writer whose intelligence, compassion and skill on both the sentence and
tension level rise to meet her ambition. She keeps us constantly on edge. . . . City of a Thousand



Gates makes a convincing case for a literature of multiplicity, polyphonic and clamorous, abuzz with
challenges and contradictions, with no clear answers but a promise to stay alert to the world, in all
its peril and vitality.” —Washington Post Brave and bold, this gorgeously written novel introduces a
large cast of characters from various backgrounds in a setting where violence is routine and where
survival is defined by boundaries, walls, and checkpoints that force people to live and love within
and across them. Hamid, a college student, has entered Israeli territory illegally for work. Rushing
past soldiers, he bumps into Vera, a German journalist headed to Jerusalem to cover the story of
Salem, a Palestinian boy beaten into a coma by a group of revenge-seeking Israeli teenagers. On her
way to the hospital, Vera runs in front of a car that barely avoids hitting her. The driver is Ido, a new
father traveling with his American wife and their baby. Ido is distracted by thoughts of a young
Jewish girl murdered by a terrorist who infiltrated her settlement. Ori, a nineteen-year-old soldier
from a nearby settlement, is guarding the checkpoint between Bethlehem and Jerusalem through
which Samar—Hamid’s professor—must pass. These multiple strands open this magnificent and
haunting novel of present-day Israel and Palestine, following each of these diverse characters as
they try to protect what they love. Their interwoven stories reveal complicated, painful truths about
life in this conflicted land steeped in hope, love, hatred, terror, and blood on both sides. City of a
Thousand Gates brilliantly evokes the universal drives that motivate these individuals to think and
act as they do—desires for security, for freedom, for dignity, for the future of one’s children, for land
that each of us, no matter who or where we are, recognize and share.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: The Craft of Research, 2nd edition Wayne C.
Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, Joseph M. Williams, 2008-04-15 Since 1995, more than 150,000 students
and researchers have turned to The Craft of Research for clear and helpful guidance on how to
conduct research and report it effectively . Now, master teachers Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G.
Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams present a completely revised and updated version of their classic
handbook. Like its predecessor, this new edition reflects the way researchers actually work: in a
complex circuit of thinking, writing, revising, and rethinking. It shows how each part of this process
influences the others and how a successful research report is an orchestrated conversation between
a researcher and a reader. Along with many other topics, The Craft of Research explains how to
build an argument that motivates readers to accept a claim; how to anticipate the reservations of
thoughtful yet critical readers and to respond to them appropriately; and how to create introductions
and conclusions that answer that most demanding question, So what? Celebrated by reviewers for
its logic and clarity, this popular book retains its five-part structure. Part 1 provides an orientation to
the research process and begins the discussion of what motivates researchers and their readers.
Part 2 focuses on finding a topic, planning the project, and locating appropriate sources. This section
is brought up to date with new information on the role of the Internet in research, including how to
find and evaluate sources, avoid their misuse, and test their reliability. Part 3 explains the art of
making an argument and supporting it. The authors have extensively revised this section to present
the structure of an argument in clearer and more accessible terms than in the first edition. New
distinctions are made among reasons, evidence, and reports of evidence. The concepts of
qualifications and rebuttals are recast as acknowledgment and response. Part 4 covers drafting and
revising, and offers new information on the visual representation of data. Part 5 concludes the book
with an updated discussion of the ethics of research, as well as an expanded bibliography that
includes many electronic sources. The new edition retains the accessibility, insights, and directness
that have made The Craft of Research an indispensable guide for anyone doing research, from
students in high school through advanced graduate study to businesspeople and government
employees. The authors demonstrate convincingly that researching and reporting skills can be
learned and used by all who undertake research projects. New to this edition: Extensive coverage of
how to do research on the internet, including how to evaluate and test the reliability of sources New
information on the visual representation of data Expanded bibliography with many electronic
sources
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Getting It Published William P. Germano,



2010-10-21 Since 2001 William Germano's Getting It Published has helped thousands of scholars
develop a compelling book proposal, find the right academic publisher, evaluate a contract, handle
the review process, and, finally, emerge as published authors. But a lot has changed in the past
seven years. With the publishing world both more competitive and mor...
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: An Illustrated Book of Bad Arguments: Learn the
Lost Art of Making Sense (Bad Arguments) Ali Almossawi, 2014-09-23 “This short book makes you
smarter than 99% of the population. . . . The concepts within it will increase your company’s
‘organizational intelligence.’. . . It’s more than just a must-read, it’s a ‘have-to-read-or-you’re-fired’
book.”—Geoffrey James, INC.com From the author of An Illustrated Book of Loaded Language,
here’s the antidote to fuzzy thinking, with furry animals! Have you read (or stumbled into) one too
many irrational online debates? Ali Almossawi certainly had, so he wrote An Illustrated Book of Bad
Arguments! This handy guide is here to bring the internet age a much-needed dose of old-school
logic (really old-school, a la Aristotle). Here are cogent explanations of the straw man fallacy, the
slippery slope argument, the ad hominem attack, and other common attempts at reasoning that
actually fall short—plus a beautifully drawn menagerie of animals who (adorably) commit every
logical faux pas. Rabbit thinks a strange light in the sky must be a UFO because no one can prove
otherwise (the appeal to ignorance). And Lion doesn’t believe that gas emissions harm the planet
because, if that were true, he wouldn’t like the result (the argument from consequences). Once you
learn to recognize these abuses of reason, they start to crop up everywhere from congressional
debate to YouTube comments—which makes this geek-chic book a must for anyone in the habit of
holding opinions.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: The Origin of Consciousness in the Breakdown of
the Bicameral Mind Julian Jaynes, 2000-08-15 National Book Award Finalist: “This man’s ideas may
be the most influential, not to say controversial, of the second half of the twentieth
century.”—Columbus Dispatch At the heart of this classic, seminal book is Julian Jaynes's
still-controversial thesis that human consciousness did not begin far back in animal evolution but
instead is a learned process that came about only three thousand years ago and is still developing.
The implications of this revolutionary scientific paradigm extend into virtually every aspect of our
psychology, our history and culture, our religion—and indeed our future. “Don’t be put off by the
academic title of Julian Jaynes’s The Origin of Consciousness in the Breakdown of the Bicameral
Mind. Its prose is always lucid and often lyrical…he unfolds his case with the utmost intellectual
rigor.”—The New York Times “When Julian Jaynes . . . speculates that until late in the twentieth
millennium BC men had no consciousness but were automatically obeying the voices of the gods, we
are astounded but compelled to follow this remarkable thesis.”—John Updike, The New Yorker “He
is as startling as Freud was in The Interpretation of Dreams, and Jaynes is equally as adept at
forcing a new view of known human behavior.”—American Journal of Psychiatry
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Practicing New Historicism Catherine Gallagher,
Stephen Greenblatt, 2020-05-21 For almost twenty years, new historicism has been a highly
controversial and influential force in literary and cultural studies. In Practicing the New Historicism,
two of its most distinguished practitioners reflect on its surprisingly disparate sources and
far-reaching effects. In lucid and jargon-free prose, Catherine Gallagher and Stephen Greenblatt
focus on five central aspects of new historicism: recurrent use of anecdotes, preoccupation with the
nature of representations, fascination with the history of the body, sharp focus on neglected details,
and skeptical analysis of ideology. Arguing that new historicism has always been more a passionately
engaged practice of questioning and analysis than an abstract theory, Gallagher and Greenblatt
demonstrate this practice in a series of characteristically dazzling readings of works ranging from
paintings by Joos van Gent and Paolo Uccello to Hamlet and Great Expectations. By juxtaposing
analyses of Renaissance and nineteenth-century topics, the authors uncover a number of unexpected
contrasts and connections between the two periods. Are aspects of the dispute over the Roman
Catholic doctrine of the Eucharist detectable in British political economists' hostility to the potato?
How does Pip's isolation in Great Expectations shed light on Hamlet's doubt? Offering not only an



insider's view of new historicism, but also a lively dialogue between a Renaissance scholar and a
Victorianist, Practicing the New Historicism is an illuminating and unpredictable performance by
two of America's most respected literary scholars. Gallagher and Greenblatt offer a brilliant
introduction to new historicism. In their hands, difficult ideas become coherent and
accessible.—Choice A tour de force of new literary criticism. . . . Gallagher and Greenblatt's virtuoso
readings of paintings, potatoes (yes, spuds), religious ritual, and novels—all 'texts'—as well as essays
on criticism and the significance of anecdotes, are likely to take their place as model examples of the
qualities of the new critical school that they lead. . . . A zesty work for those already initiated into the
incestuous world of contemporary literary criticism-and for those who might like to see what all the
fuss is about.—Kirkus Reviews, starred review
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Reading Reconsidered Doug Lemov, Colleen
Driggs, Erica Woolway, 2016-02-29 TEACH YOUR STUDENTS TO READ WITH PRECISION AND
INSIGHT The world we are preparing our students to succeed in is one bound together by words and
phrases. Our students learn their literature, history, math, science, or art via a firm foundation of
strong reading skills. When we teach students to read with precision, rigor, and insight, we are truly
handing over the key to the kingdom. Of all the subjects we teach reading is first among equals.
Grounded in advice from effective classrooms nationwide, enhanced with more than 40 video clips,
Reading Reconsidered takes you into the trenches with actionable guidance from real-life educators
and instructional champions. The authors address the anxiety-inducing world of Common Core State
Standards, distilling from those standards four key ideas that help hone teaching practices both
generally and in preparation for assessments. This 'Core of the Core' comprises the first half of the
book and instructs educators on how to teach students to: read harder texts, 'closely read' texts
rigorously and intentionally, read nonfiction more effectively, and write more effectively in direct
response to texts. The second half of Reading Reconsidered reinforces these principles, coupling
them with the 'fundamentals' of reading instruction—a host of techniques and subject specific tools
to reconsider how teachers approach such essential topics as vocabulary, interactive reading, and
student autonomy. Reading Reconsidered breaks an overly broad issue into clear, easy-to-implement
approaches. Filled with practical tools, including: 44 video clips of exemplar teachers demonstrating
the techniques and principles in their classrooms (note: for online access of this content, please visit
my.teachlikeachampion.com) Recommended book lists Downloadable tips and templates on key
topics like reading nonfiction, vocabulary instruction, and literary terms and definitions. Reading
Reconsidered provides the framework necessary for teachers to ensure that students forge futures
as lifelong readers.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Guidebook for Social Work Literature Reviews and
Research Questions Rebecca L. Mauldin, Matthew DeCarlo, 2020 Book Description: This open
educational resource is currently in development. Please be aware that there might be updates
throughout the semester as we continue adding and editing content, testing for accessibility, and
incorporating feedback from pilot semester(s). If you need an accessibility accommodation or have
questions about the use of this text, please contact OER services at pressbooks@uta.edu.As an
introductory textbook for social work students studying research methods, this book guides students
through the process of writing a literature review and determining research questions for a research
project. Students will learn how to discover a researchable topic that is interesting to them, examine
scholarly literature, and write a literature review. This text is currently in the pilot stage Fall 2019
with an anticipated publication date of January 2020. We recommend that you use the Chrome web
browser at this time. Please be aware that there might be some cosmetic tweaks throughout the
semester as we continue testing for browser support, accessibility, and export types.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Signs of Life in the U.S.A. Sonia Maasik, 1997
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Privacy in Context Helen Nissenbaum,
2009-11-24 Privacy is one of the most urgent issues associated with information technology and
digital media. This book claims that what people really care about when they complain and protest
that privacy has been violated is not the act of sharing information itself—most people understand



that this is crucial to social life —but the inappropriate, improper sharing of information. Arguing
that privacy concerns should not be limited solely to concern about control over personal
information, Helen Nissenbaum counters that information ought to be distributed and protected
according to norms governing distinct social contexts—whether it be workplace, health care,
schools, or among family and friends. She warns that basic distinctions between public and private,
informing many current privacy policies, in fact obscure more than they clarify. In truth,
contemporary information systems should alarm us only when they function without regard for
social norms and values, and thereby weaken the fabric of social life.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Politics and the English Language George
Orwell, 2021-01-01 George Orwell set out ‘to make political writing into an art’, and to a wide extent
this aim shaped the future of English literature – his descriptions of authoritarian regimes helped to
form a new vocabulary that is fundamental to understanding totalitarianism. While 1984 and Animal
Farm are amongst the most popular classic novels in the English language, this new series of
Orwell’s essays seeks to bring a wider selection of his writing on politics and literature to a new
readership. In Politics and the English Language, the second in the Orwell’s Essays series, Orwell
takes aim at the language used in politics, which, he says, ‘is designed to make lies sound truthful
and murder respectable, and to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind’. In an age where the
language used in politics is constantly under the microscope, Orwell’s Politics and the English
Language is just as relevant today, and gives the reader a vital understanding of the tactics at play.
'A writer who can – and must – be rediscovered with every age.' — Irish Times
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Staying Alive L.O. Aranye Fradenburg, 2013-10-21
Staying Alive: A Survival Manual for the Liberal Arts fiercely defends the liberal arts in and from an
age of neoliberal capital and techno-corporatization run amok, arguing that the public university’s
purpose is not vocational training, but rather the cultivation of what Fradenburg calls “artfulness,”
including the art of making knowledge. In addition to sustained critical and creative thinking, the
humanities develop the mind’s capacities for real-time improvisational communication and
interpretation, without which we can neither thrive nor survive. Humanist pedagogy and research
use play, experimentation and intersubjective exchange to foster forms of artfulness critical to the
future of our species. From perception to reality-testing to concept-formation and logic, the arts and
humanities teach us to see, hear and respond more keenly, and to imagine, or “model,” new futures
and possibilities. Innovation of all kinds, technological or artistic, depends on the enhancement of
the skills proper to staying alive
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: The War on Words Michael T. Gilmore, 2010-08-15
How did slavery and race impact American literature in the nineteenth century? In this ambitious
book, Michael T. Gilmore argues that they were the carriers of linguistic restriction, and writers
from Frederick Douglass to Stephen Crane wrestled with the demands for silence and
circumspection that accompanied the antebellum fear of disunion and the postwar reconciliation
between the North and South. Proposing a radical new interpretation of nineteenth-century
American literature, The War on Words examines struggles over permissible and impermissible
utterance in works ranging from Thoreau’s “Civil Disobedience” to Henry James’s The Bostonians.
Combining historical knowledge with groundbreaking readings of some of the classic texts of the
American past, The War on Words places Lincoln’s Cooper Union address in the same constellation
as Margaret Fuller’s feminism and Thomas Dixon’s defense of lynching. Arguing that slavery and
race exerted coercive pressure on freedom of expression, Gilmore offers here a transformative study
that alters our understanding of nineteenth-century literary culture and its fraught engagement with
the right to speak.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Everything's an Argument Andrea A. Lunsford,
John J. Ruszkiewicz, 2021-11-11 Everything’s an Argument helps students analyze arguments and
create their own, while emphasizing skills like rhetorical listening and critical reading. The text is
available for the first time in Achieve, with downloadable e-book, grammar support, interactive
tutorials, and more.



  a brief guide to arguing about literature: The Federalist Papers Alexander Hamilton, John
Jay, James Madison, 2018-08-20 Classic Books Library presents this brand new edition of “The
Federalist Papers”, a collection of separate essays and articles compiled in 1788 by Alexander
Hamilton. Following the United States Declaration of Independence in 1776, the governing doctrines
and policies of the States lacked cohesion. “The Federalist”, as it was previously known, was
constructed by American statesman Alexander Hamilton, and was intended to catalyse the
ratification of the United States Constitution. Hamilton recruited fellow statesmen James Madison
Jr., and John Jay to write papers for the compendium, and the three are known as some of the
Founding Fathers of the United States. Alexander Hamilton (c. 1755–1804) was an American lawyer,
journalist and highly influential government official. He also served as a Senior Officer in the Army
between 1799-1800 and founded the Federalist Party, the system that governed the nation’s
finances. His contributions to the Constitution and leadership made a significant and lasting impact
on the early development of the nation of the United States.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Crucial Conversations: Tools for Talking
When Stakes are High, Third Edition Joseph Grenny, Kerry Patterson, Ron McMillan, Al Switzler,
Emily Gregory, 2021-10-26 Keep your cool and get the results you want when faced with crucial
conversations. This New York Times bestseller and business classic has been fully updated for a
world where skilled communication is more important than ever. The book that revolutionized
business communications has been updated for today’s workplace. Crucial Conversations provides
powerful skills to ensure every conversation—especially difficult ones—leads to the results you want.
Written in an engaging and witty style, the book teaches readers how to be persuasive rather than
abrasive, how to get back to productive dialogue when others blow up or clam up, and it offers
powerful skills for mastering high-stakes conversations, regardless of the topic or person. This new
edition addresses issues that have arisen in recent years. You’ll learn how to: Respond when
someone initiates a crucial conversation with you Identify and address the lag time between
identifying a problem and discussing it Communicate more effectively across digital mediums When
stakes are high, opinions vary, and emotions run strong, you have three choices: Avoid a crucial
conversation and suffer the consequences; handle the conversation poorly and suffer the
consequences; or apply the lessons and strategies of Crucial Conversations and improve
relationships and results. Whether they take place at work or at home, with your coworkers or your
spouse, crucial conversations have a profound impact on your career, your happiness, and your
future. With the skills you learn in this book, you'll never have to worry about the outcome of a
crucial conversation again.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Selling with Authentic Persuasion Jason Cutter,
2020-08-31 Are you in sales but struggling to make quota? Did you just take a sales job out of
desperation but don't think it's the right career for you? Do you worry people will perceive you as
pushy or dishonest? Selling With Authentic Persuasion will remove all the stress and anxiety you feel
about selling so you can focus on what's really important‚‚€‚your customers and their needs. Jason
Cutter will reveal how being honest with customers, overcoming our misconceptions about sales,
and winning customers' trust will not only lead to happy and repeat customers but transform you
from order taker to quota breaker. After years of managing and training salespeople, Jason found
the fundamental problem people have in sales is acting only as order takers. Let him teach you how
to transform yourself into a model salesperson who inspires trust through integrity and authenticity.
  a brief guide to arguing about literature: Grammatical Man Jeremy Campbell, 1984
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