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Introduction:

Understanding the intricacies of the IRS Form 990, Schedule A, is crucial for any nonprofit organization.
This schedule, titled "Public Charity Status and Public Support," details the organization's public support and
provides critical information regarding its classification as a public charity or private foundation. The 990
Sch A instructions are, therefore, a vital resource for accurate and compliant tax filings. This comprehensive
guide will dissect the 990 Sch A instructions, clarifying the requirements, providing examples, and
addressing common challenges faced by nonprofits.

Understanding the Significance of 990 Sch A Instructions:

The 990 Sch A instructions are essential because they directly impact a nonprofit's tax-exempt status and its
ability to receive certain grants and donations. The information reported on Schedule A influences the
organization's classification under the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) section 509, which dictates the
organization's operational limitations and restrictions. Incorrectly completing Schedule A can lead to
penalties, audits, and even the loss of tax-exempt status. Therefore, carefully following the 990 Sch A
instructions is paramount.



Navigating the 990 Sch A Instructions: A Step-by-Step Guide:

The 990 Sch A instructions guide nonprofits through the process of reporting their public support and
determining their classification. Key sections of the instructions include:

Part I: Public Support: This section requires detailed reporting of the organization's public support,
encompassing various sources like contributions from the public, government grants, and program service
revenue. The instructions explicitly define what constitutes public support and provide guidance on how
to calculate and report each component accurately. Understanding the differences between gross and net
income is critical here, as are the specific rules regarding the inclusion or exclusion of certain revenue
streams.

Part II: Support from Disqualified Persons: This critical section addresses contributions from individuals or
entities that could potentially compromise the organization's public charity status. The 990 Sch A
instructions clearly define "disqualified persons" and outline the procedures for reporting such
contributions. Understanding these provisions is critical in maintaining compliance and avoiding potential
issues with the IRS.

Part III: Calculation of Public Support Percentage: This section outlines the formula for calculating the
organization's public support percentage, a key determinant of its public charity status. The instructions
provide detailed calculations and examples to help organizations accurately compute this crucial percentage.
Understanding the nuances of this calculation is critical, especially when dealing with complex financial
scenarios.

Part IV: Supporting Organizations: If the organization is a supporting organization, this section provides
specific instructions for reporting information relevant to its relationship with the supported organization(s).
This includes information about the supported organization’s activities, financial information, and the nature
of the relationship. The 990 Sch A instructions provide specific guidance on fulfilling these requirements.

Understanding the Different Types of Public Charities: The instructions outline the various types of public
charities under IRC section 509(a): 509(a)(1) (churches, schools, hospitals), 509(a)(2) (organizations receiving
significant public support), 509(a)(3) (organizations receiving support from one or more public charities),
and 509(a)(4) (supporting organizations). The instructions will help you determine which category your
organization falls into.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them:

Many nonprofits encounter challenges while completing Schedule A. Some common pitfalls include:

Incorrectly classifying revenue streams: Misclassifying revenue as public support or investment income can
significantly impact the public support percentage.
Failing to accurately identify and report contributions from disqualified persons: Underreporting or
omitting such contributions can lead to serious consequences.



Errors in calculating the public support percentage: Even small calculation errors can lead to incorrect
classification.
Not understanding the nuances of supporting organizations: Incorrectly reporting the relationship with a
supported organization can jeopardize tax-exempt status.

Best Practices for Completing Schedule A:

To ensure accuracy and avoid penalties, nonprofits should:

Maintain thorough and accurate financial records: This is essential for accurately reporting public support
and other relevant information.
Seek professional guidance: Consulting with a qualified CPA specializing in nonprofit accounting is highly
recommended.
Review the 990 Sch A instructions carefully: Understanding the instructions thoroughly is crucial for
accurate completion.
Utilize available resources: The IRS website offers further guidance and resources.
Maintain meticulous documentation: Keep all supporting documentation for several years.

Conclusion:

Successfully navigating the 990 Sch A instructions is crucial for maintaining a nonprofit's tax-exempt status
and ensuring its continued operational success. By understanding the intricacies of public support,
disqualified persons, and the various types of public charities, nonprofits can accurately complete Schedule
A and avoid potential penalties. Proactive planning, meticulous record-keeping, and seeking professional
guidance when necessary are essential steps in ensuring compliance.

FAQs:

What happens if I make a mistake on Schedule A? Errors can lead to audits, penalties, and even the1.
loss of tax-exempt status. Amendments are possible, but it's best to ensure accuracy from the outset.

Can I complete Schedule A myself, or do I need a professional? While you can attempt it yourself,1.
seeking professional help from a CPA specializing in nonprofits is strongly recommended to ensure
accuracy and avoid potential issues.



What if my organization doesn't meet the public support test? Failure to meet the test may result in1.
reclassification as a private foundation, which comes with significant operational restrictions.

How often do I need to file Schedule A? Schedule A is filed annually as part of the Form 990.1.

Where can I find the most up-to-date 990 Sch A instructions? The IRS website is the official source1.
for the latest instructions.

What is the difference between gross and net investment income? Gross investment income1.
includes all investment income before expenses, while net investment income is after deducting
expenses.

What are disqualified persons? Disqualified persons are individuals or entities that have the potential1.
to exert undue influence over the organization.

What if I am unsure how to classify a specific revenue source? Consult the 990 Sch A instructions or1.
a qualified CPA for clarification.

Are there any penalties for late filing of Schedule A? Yes, the IRS imposes penalties for late filing of1.
the Form 990, which includes Schedule A.

Related Articles:

Form 990: A Comprehensive Overview: An explanation of the overall Form 990 and its purpose.1.



Understanding Public Support Tests for Nonprofits: A detailed breakdown of the different public2.
support tests and how they affect classification.

Private Foundations vs. Public Charities: Key Differences: A comparison of the two classifications and3.
their implications.

Disqualified Persons and Their Impact on Nonprofits: A detailed explanation of disqualified persons4.
and how to avoid issues.

Navigating the IRS Form 990-EZ: A guide to simplified filing for smaller nonprofits.5.

Common Mistakes on Form 990 and How to Avoid Them: An overview of common errors and how6.
to prevent them.

Best Practices for Nonprofit Financial Management: Tips on maintaining accurate financial records7.
and ensuring compliance.

The Importance of Accurate Record Keeping for Nonprofits: Details on keeping accurate financial8.
records and the consequences of errors.

Nonprofit Governance and Financial Transparency: The importance of good governance and9.
transparent financial reporting.
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Additional Resources
About Form 990, Return of Organization Exempt from I…
Form 990-EZ, Short Form Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax. Section 501 (c) organizations,
and Section 527 organizations use …

990 Finder | Research and verify nonprofits - Candid
Find 990 forms of private foundations, public charities, and other nonprofits. 990 Finder now displays your
search results on beta.candid.org where …

Nonprofit data for donors, grantmakers, and businesses …
Find and check a charity using Candid's GuideStar. Look up 501 (c) (3) status, search 990s, create nonprofit
organizations lists, and verify …

Nonprofit Explorer - ProPublica
May 28, 2025 · Nonprofit Explorer includes summary data for nonprofit tax returns and full Form 990
documents, in both PDF and digital …

Form 990 Online
Form 990 Online is a program of the Civic Leadership Project, a nonprofit organization dedicated to
strengthening the capacity of …

Schedule of Contributors (Form 990) - Internal Revenue Service
answer “No” on Part IV, line 2, of its Form 990; or check the box on line H of its Form 990-EZ or on its
Form 990-PF, Part I, line 2, to certify that it doesn’t meet the filing requirements of …

2022 Instructions for Schedule A (Form 990) - Internal …
990-EZ, or Schedule A (Form 990), but should file Form 990-PF, Return of Private Foundation or Section
4947(a)(1) Trust Treated as Private Foundation. See the instructions to Part I. …

Instructions for Schedule O (Form 990) (Rev. December 2024)
See the instructions for Form 990, I. Group Return. Form 990, Parts III, V, VI, VII, IX, XI, and XII. Use
Schedule O (Form 990) to provide any narrative information required for the following …

2019 Instructions for Schedule D (Form 990) - Internal …



any of lines 6 through 12a on Form 990, Part IV, Checklist of Required Schedules, must complete the
appropriate part(s) of Schedule D (Form 990) and attach the schedule to Form 990. An …

24 Internal Revenue Service Department of the Treasury

aren't the same. Accordingly, an organization that checks box 3 in Part I of Schedule A (Form 990) to1.
enter that it is a hospital or cooperative hospital service organization must …

Public Charity Status and Public Support 2022 - Internal …
for instructions and the latest information. OMB No. 1545-0047. 2022. Open to Public Inspection. Name of
the organization. Employer identification number. ... For Paperwork Reduction Act …

Schedule G (Form 990) (Rev. December 2024) - Internal …
(Form 990) (Rev. December 2024) Department of the Treasury Internal Revenue Service . Supplemental
Information Regarding Fundraising or Gaming Activities. Complete if the …

2020 Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) - Internal Revenue …
See the instructions for Form 990, I. Group Return. Form 990, Parts III, V, VI, VII, IX, XI, and XII. Use
Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) to provide any narrative information required for the …

2020 Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) - Internal Revenue …
for instructions and the latest information. OMB No. 1545-0047. 2020. Inspection. Name of the organization.
Employer identification number. Part I ... For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, …

2022 Schedule D (Form 990) - Internal Revenue Service
for instructions and the latest information. OMB No. 1545-0047. 2022. Open to Public Inspection. Name of
the organization. Employer identification numberPart I Organizations Maintaining …

2021 Form 990 - Internal Revenue Service
990 Department of the Treasury Internal Revenue Service Return of Organization Exempt From Income
Tax Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except …

Instructions for Schedule A - WSPTA
Instructions for Schedule A . These instructions are intended for local PTAs to help clarify the “Instructions
for Schedule A (990EZ)” as published by the Internal Revenue Service. They are …

Form 990, Schedule L - Internal Revenue Service
Form 990, Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax. 1. Do all Form 990 and Form 990-EZ filers
need to file Schedule L? No. Only Form 990 filers that answer Yes to any of the …

2021 Instructions for Schedule H (Form 990) - Internal …
990). The definition of “hospital” for Schedule A (Form 990), Public Charity Status and Public Support, Part



I, line 3, and the definition of “hospital” for Schedule H (Form 990) aren't the …

2024 Form 990 - Internal Revenue Service
990 Department of the Treasury Internal Revenue Service Return of Organization Exempt From Income
Tax Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except …

2020 Form 990 - Internal Revenue Service
990 2020 Department of the Treasury Internal Revenue Service . Return of Organization Exempt From
Income Tax. Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code …

2024 Instructions for Form 990-PF - Internal Revenue Service
accordance with certain form instructions. Ann. 2021-18 revoked Ann. 2001-33 and instructs affected tax-
exempt organizations to follow the specific instructions to the Form 990, Form 990 …

2022 Form 990 - Internal Revenue Service
990 Department of the Treasury Internal Revenue Service Return of Organization Exempt From Income
Tax Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except …

2023 Instructions for Schedule A (Form 990) - Internal …
Schedule A (Form 990) is used by an organization that files Form 990, Return of Organization Exempt
From Income Tax, or Form 990-EZ, Short Form Return of Organization Exempt From …

2020 Instructions for Form 990-EZ - Internal Revenue Service
file Form 990 or 990-EZ, parts of Schedule B can be open to public inspection. For more details, see
Appendix D: Public Inspection of Returns, later, and the Instructions for Schedule B (Form …

2019 Instructions for Form 990-EZ - Internal Revenue Service
file Form 990 or 990-EZ, parts of Schedule B can be open to public inspection. For more details, see
Appendix D: Public Inspection of Returns, and the Instructions for Schedule B (Form 990, …

SCHEDULE R Related Organizations and Unrelated …
for instructions and the latest information. OMB No. 1545-0047. Open to Public Inspection. Name of the
organization. ... For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. …

2018 Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) - Internal Revenue …
for instructions and the latest information. OMB No. 1545-0047. 2018. Inspection. Name of the organization.
Employer identification number. Part I ... For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, …

2022 Instructions for Schedule D (Form 990) - Internal …
12a on Form 990, Part IV, Checklist of Required Schedules, must complete the appropriate part(s) of
Schedule D (Form 990) and attach the schedule to Form 990. An organization that …

2021 Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-EZ) - Internal Revenue …



(Form 990) Department of the Treasury Internal Revenue Service Supplemental Information Regarding
Fundraising or Gaming Activities Complete if the organization answered “ Yes ” on …

2023 Instructions for Form 990-EZ - Internal Revenue Service
(1) organization should refer to the Instructions for Schedule A (Form 990), Public Charity Status and Public
Support, to determine whether it is a private foundation. 4. Form 990 must be used …

2021 Schedule O (Form 990) - Internal Revenue Service
See the instructions for Form 990, I. Group Return. Form 990, Parts III, V, VI, VII, IX, XI, and XII. Use
Schedule O (Form 990) to provide any narrative information required for the following …

Supplemental Information to Form 990 or 990-EZ OMB No.
See the instructions for Form 990, I. Group Return. Form 990, Parts III, V, VI, VII, IX, XI, and XII. Use
Schedule O (Form 990) to provide any narrative information required for the following …

Schedule D (Form 990) (Rev. December 2024) - Internal …
For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Cat. No. 52283D: Schedule D
(Form 990) (Rev. 12-2024) Schedule D (Form 990) (Rev. 12-2024) Page : 2 Part …

2021 Instructions for Form 990-EZ - Internal Revenue Service

Form 990-EZ can’t be used by a private foundation required to file Form 990-PF. A section 501(c)(3)1.
or section 4947(a)(1) organization should refer to the Instructions for Schedule A …

Instructions for Schedule B (Form 990) (Rev. December 2024)
Jan 13, 2025 · (Form 990) in the attachments for the state, unless a schedule of contributors is specifically
required by the state. States that don’t require the information might inadvertently …

Internal Revenue Service Instructions for Schedule N (Form …
organization that has terminated its (Form 990 or 990-EZ), Part I. Use as receiving payments from a
successor or operations and has no plans for future many Schedules N-1 (Form 990 or …

Attach to Form 990. Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for …
for instructions and the latest information. OMB No. 1545-0047. 2021. Open to Public Inspection. Name of
the organization. Employer identification numberPart I Organizations Maintaining …

2021 Instructions for Form 990-T - Internal Revenue Service
employer health insurance premiums, see the instructions for Part III, line 6f, later. Which Parts to
Complete. Organizations with unrelated business taxable income. Organizations with …

Schedule O (Form 990) (Rev. December 2024)
Dec 5, 2024 · This is an early release draft of an IRS tax form, instructions, or publication, which the IRS is



providing for your information. ... For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the …

2024 Instructions for Form 990-T - Internal Revenue Service
2024 ÄÉÊÈË¹Ê¿ÅÄÉ ¼ÅÈ ÅÈÃ À À · Exempt Organization Business Income Tax Return (and Proxy Tax
Under Section 6033(e)) »¹Ê¿ÅÄ È»¼»È»Ä¹»É ·È» ÊÅ Ê¾» ÄÊ»ÈÄ·Â »Ì»ÄË» Åº» …

2022 Schedule C (Form 990) - Internal Revenue Service
For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Cat. No. 50084S:
Schedule C (Form 990) 2022: Schedule C (Form 990) 2022: Page : 2 Part II-A: …

2020 Instructions for Form 990-T - Internal Revenue Service
You will need to file Form 990-T with Form 8997 attached annually until you dispose of the investment.
See the Instructions for Form 8997. Qualified business income deduction. If you …

Instructions for Schedule J (Form 990) - Internal Revenue …
Glossary of the Instructions for Form answered “Yes” on Form 990, Part IV, flyer benefits, or similar
arrangements 990. line 23. Not all persons listed on Form that are at no additional cost …

2022 Schedule G (Form 990 or 990-EZ) - Internal Revenue …
(Form 990) 2022 Supplemental Information Regarding Fundraising or Gaming Activities Department of
the Treasury Internal Revenue Service Complete if the organization answered “ …

Purpose of Form What’s New - Internal Revenue Service
4947(a)(1) organization should refer to the Instructions for Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ), Public Charity
Status and Public Support, to determine whether it is a private foundation. 4. …

2019 Instructions for Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ)
990 or 990-EZ), but should file Form 990-PF, Return of Private Foundation or Section 4947(a)(1) Trust
Treated as Private Foundation. See instructions to Part I. Accounting Method When …

Instructions for Schedule O (Form 990) (Rev. December 2024)
return box on Form 990, Heading, item B, or Form 990-EZ, Heading, item B, use Schedule O (Form 990) to
list each part or schedule and line item of the Form 990 or 990-EZ that was …

2017 Instructions for Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ)
990 or 990-EZ) and attach Schedule C to Form 990-EZ. An organization that answered "Yes" on Form 990-
EZ, Part V, line 35c, because it is subject to the section 6033(e) notice and reporting …

2009 Instruction 990 Schedule R - REGINFO.GOV
PAGER/SGML Fileid:...s\z9fhb\documents\epicfiles\2009 Forms\I990 Sch. R as of 1-20-10.sgm (Init. & date)
Page 1 of 5 Instructions for Schedule R (Form 990) 9:12 - 28-JAN-2010 The type …

2021 Form 990-PF - Internal Revenue Service



for instructions and the latest information. OMB No. 1545-0047. 2021. ... if the foundation is not required to
attach Sch. B: 3: Interest on savings and temporary cash investments: 4: ... has the …

2016 Instructions for Form 990-EZ - Internal Revenue Service
4947(a)(1) organization should refer to the Instructions for Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ), Public Charity
Status and Public Support, to determine whether it is a private foundation. 4. …

20 General Instructions - Internal Revenue Service
990 or 990-EZ) and attach Schedule C to Form 990-EZ. An organization that answered "Yes" on Form 990-
EZ, Part V, line 35c, because it is subject to the section 6033(e) notice and reporting …

2017 Form 990-EZ - Internal Revenue Service
(Part II, column (B) below) are $500,000 or more, file Form 990 instead of Form 990-EZ . $ Part I Revenue,
Expenses, and Changes in Net Assets or Fund Balances (see the instructions for …

2022 Form 990-PF - Internal Revenue Service
Form 990-PF Department of the Treasury Internal Revenue Service Return of Private Foundation or
Section 4947(a)(1) Trust Treated as Private Foundation ... (see instructions) C. If exemption …
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