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Introduction: The Rise of the 80's Businessman

The 1980s represent a watershed moment in business history, an era defined by dramatic shifts in
economic policy, technological innovation, and social attitudes. Central to this period is the figure of
the "80's businessman," a persona shaped by both unprecedented opportunities and significant
challenges. This examination delves into the defining characteristics of this archetype, analyzing the
forces that shaped him and the legacy he left behind.

The Opportunities of the Decade: Deregulation and Innovation

The 1980s witnessed a wave of deregulation across various sectors, particularly in finance and
telecommunications. This unleashed a period of unprecedented entrepreneurial activity. The 80's
businessman saw opportunities others couldn't. The removal of government constraints fostered
intense competition, driving innovation and efficiency. New technologies, such as personal computers
and cellular phones, revolutionized communication and information processing, creating new markets



and business models. The 80's businessman who embraced these changes thrived, leveraging
technology to gain a competitive edge. This era saw the rise of significant tech companies and the
80's business man who could adapt saw incredible fortunes to be made.

The Challenges Faced by the 80's Businessman: Intense
Competition and Ethical Dilemmas

While the 1980s offered immense opportunities, the 80's businessman also navigated a landscape
fraught with challenges. The deregulated environment led to fierce competition, requiring businesses
to constantly innovate and adapt to survive. The pressure to deliver high returns to shareholders
often led to ethically questionable practices, particularly in the finance industry. The rise of "corporate
raiders," individuals who acquired companies through hostile takeovers, further intensified the
competitive landscape, forcing the 80's businessman to adopt aggressive strategies for self-
preservation. This climate of cutthroat competition sometimes overshadowed ethical considerations,
leading to corporate scandals and a tarnished reputation for some 80's businessmen.

The Cultural Impact: Yuppies and the Changing Social
Landscape

The 1980s witnessed the rise of the "yuppie" (Young Urban Professional), a term that encapsulated
the image of the successful 80's businessman. Yuppies were associated with conspicuous
consumption, designer clothes, and a materialistic lifestyle. This image, however, often masked the
hard work and ambition that underpinned their success. The 80's businessman's image was often
associated with this culture, even if it wasn't always representative of the reality of his life. The
yuppie phenomenon reflected a broader shift in social values, with increased emphasis on
individualism and material success. The 80's businessman was both a product and a shaper of this
changing social landscape.

The 80's Businessman and Globalization

The 1980s also marked an early stage in the process of globalization. While not as pronounced as in
later decades, the 80's businessman began to encounter increased international competition and
opportunities. This necessitated a broadening of perspective and a willingness to operate in a more
interconnected world. The 80's businessman who could navigate international markets successfully
gained a significant competitive advantage.

The Legacy of the 80's Businessman

The 80's businessman's legacy is complex and multifaceted. While the era is associated with excesses
and ethical lapses, it also witnessed remarkable innovation and entrepreneurial dynamism. The 80's
businessman played a crucial role in shaping the modern business world, laying the groundwork for
the globalized and technologically advanced economy of today. The lessons learned from the
successes and failures of this era continue to inform business practices and strategies in the 21st
century. Understanding the challenges and opportunities faced by the 80's businessman provides
valuable insights for today's business leaders.



Conclusion

The 80's businessman represents a pivotal figure in business history, navigating a period of both
extraordinary opportunity and significant challenge. His story is one of ambition, innovation, and
adaptation, but also of ethical complexities and the ever-evolving relationship between business and
society. By understanding the context of this era, we can gain a deeper appreciation for the forces
that shaped modern business and the ongoing evolution of the business world.

FAQs

1. What were the key technological advancements that impacted the 80's businessman? Personal
computers, cellular phones, and advancements in telecommunications significantly altered
communication, information processing, and business operations.

1. What were some of the ethical dilemmas faced by 80's businessmen? Issues such as insider
trading, hostile takeovers, and questionable accounting practices were common ethical
dilemmas.

1. How did deregulation impact the 80's business landscape? Deregulation fostered intense
competition, spurred innovation, and led to significant growth in certain sectors.

1. What is the significance of the "yuppie" phenomenon? Yuppies represented a cultural shift
towards materialism and conspicuous consumption, reflecting the changing social values of the
era.

1. How did globalization affect the 80's businessman? The 80s saw an early stage of globalization,
increasing international competition and opening new market opportunities.

1. What were the major business trends of the 1980s? Mergers and acquisitions, leveraged
buyouts, and the rise of conglomerates were prominent business trends.

1. Did the 80's businessman have a positive or negative impact on society? Both. While creating
wealth and innovation, some actions led to ethical concerns and economic inequality.



1. What lessons can modern business leaders learn from the 80's businessman's experiences? The
importance of adapting to change, embracing innovation, and maintaining ethical standards are
crucial lessons.

1. How did the 80's business man differ from previous generations of businessmen? Increased
reliance on technology, a more aggressive competitive environment, and a greater emphasis on
individual achievement were key differences.
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80s business man: Why Should White Guys Have All the Fun? Reginald F. Lewis, Blair S.
Walker, 2005-10 The inspiring story of Reginald Lewis: lawyer, Wall Street wizard,
philanthropist--and the wealthiest black man in American history. Based on Lewis's unfinished
autobiography, along with scores of interviews with family, friends, and colleagues, this book cuts
through the myth and hype to reveal the man behind the legend.

80s business man: Life Uninterrupted : Story of a Small Town Businessman Bishnu Bajoria,
2023-07-14 About the Book: The book is a memoir of a person from a small town of a backward
district of West Bengal, who suffered from a life threatening disease at the age of 8, had education in
a vernacular medium school, but went on to obtain Masters degree in English language and
overcoming many hurdles and obstructions, went on to become International Director of the world's
largest service club organization Lions International. Taking over the reins of a century old family
business, expanded it by diversifying in different fields, to be recognized as a most transparent
group having tremendous good will in the market. Through his involvement in social work and
involvement in cultural and educational activities, has earned a highly respected position in the
society. Being an avid traveller has been to more than 60 countries during last 40 years for
acquiring experience of various cultures. About the Author: BISHNU BAJORIA, born on 14
November 1945 at Bankura in West Bengal, after initial education at Bankura, did M.A. in English
from Jadavpur University in 1966 and joined family business at Calcutta to later shift to Bankura and
now heads the business group which is one of country's oldest groups in petroleum business since
1905 and is also involved in distribution of various products with main offices at Bankura and
Kolkata and branches in many places. The group enjoys tremendous goodwill for its clean and
transparent dealings. Involving in social work, he joined Lions Club of Bankura in 1976 and was
elected International Director during 2008-10 and earned the highest Lion award Ambassador of
Goodwill. He served as President of Bankura Chamber of Commerce and FOSBECCI Association and
is currently the President of renowned NGOs like Bankura Sammilani, Amra Sobai Ek Sathe and
Bankura Dharmashala Charitable Trust and is the President of the Alumni Association of Bankura
Christian College. He has been acting as Judge of Lok Adalat from time to time. He and his wife have
a happy family with 2 sons and 4 grandchildren.

80s business man: The Man Who Broke Capitalism David Gelles, 2022-05-31 New York
Times Bestseller New York Times reporter and “Corner Office” columnist David Gelles reveals
legendary GE CEO Jack Welch to be the root of all that’s wrong with capitalism today and offers
advice on how we might right those wrongs. In 1981, Jack Welch took over General Electric and
quickly rose to fame as the first celebrity CEO. He golfed with presidents, mingled with movie stars,



and was idolized for growing GE into the most valuable company in the world. But Welch’s
achievements didn’t stem from some greater intelligence or business prowess. Rather, they were the
result of a sustained effort to push GE’s stock price ever higher, often at the expense of workers,
consumers, and innovation. In this captivating, revelatory book, David Gelles argues that Welch
single-handedly ushered in a new, cutthroat era of American capitalism that continues to this day.
Gelles chronicles Welch’s campaign to vaporize hundreds of thousands of jobs in a bid to boost
profits, eviscerating the country’s manufacturing base and destabilizing the middle class. Welch’s
obsession with downsizing—he eliminated 10% of employees every year—fundamentally altered GE
and inspired generations of imitators who have employed his strategies at other companies around
the globe. In his day, Welch was corporate America’s leading proponent of mergers and acquisitions,
using deals to gobble up competitors and giving rise to an economy that is more concentrated and
less dynamic. And Welch pioneered the dark arts of “financialization,” transforming GE from an
admired industrial manufacturer into what was effectively an unregulated bank. The finance
business was hugely profitable in the short term and helped Welch keep GE’s stock price ticking up.
But ultimately, financialization undermined GE and dozens of other Fortune 500 companies. Gelles
shows how Welch'’s celebrated emphasis on increasing shareholder value by any means necessary
(layoffs, outsourcing, offshoring, acquisitions, and buybacks, to name but a few tactics) became the
norm in American business generally. He demonstrates how that approach has led to the greatest
socioeconomic inequality since the Great Depression and harmed many of the very companies that
have embraced it. And he shows how a generation of Welch acolytes radically transformed
companies like Boeing, Home Depot, Kraft Heinz, and more. Finally, Gelles chronicles the change
that is now afoot in corporate America, highlighting companies and leaders who have abandoned
Welchism and are proving that it is still possible to excel in the business world without destroying
livelihoods, gutting communities, and spurning regulation.

80s business man: Company Man John Rizzo, 2014-01-07 The “revealing” (The New Yorker)
insider history of the CIA from a lawyer with a “front-row seat on the hidden world of intelligence”
(The Washington Post). Former CIA director George J. Tenet called Company Man a “must read.”
Over the course of a thirty-four-year (1976-2009) career, John Rizzo served under eleven CIA
directors and seven presidents, ultimately becoming a controversial public figure and a symbol and
victim of the toxic winds swirling in post-9/11 Washington. In Company Man, Rizzo charts the CIA’s
evolution from shadowy entity to an organization exposed to new laws, rules, and a seemingly
never-ending string of public controversies. As the agency’s top lawyer in the years after the 9/11
attacks, Rizzo oversaw actions that remain the subject of intense debate, including the rules
governing waterboarding and other “enhanced interrogation techniques.” Rizzo writes about
virtually every significant CIA activity and controversy over a tumultuous, thirty-year period. His
experiences illuminate our nation’s spy bureaucracy, offering a unique primer on how to survive,
and flourish, in a high-powered job amid decades of shifting political winds. He also provides the
most comprehensive account of critical events, like the “torture tape” fiasco surrounding the
interrogation of Al Qaeda suspect Abu Zubayadah, and the birth, growth, and death of the enhanced
interrogation program. Company Man is the most authoritative insider account of the CIA ever
written—a groundbreaking, timely, and remarkably candid history of American intelligence. This is
“emphatically a book for anyone who cares about the security of this country” (The Wall Street
Journal).

80s business man: Ivor A. Stevens: Soldier, Politician, Businessman, and Family Man
Whitman T. Browne, 2013 Ivor A. Stevens was an uncommon human being and an even more
uncommon politician. He was born on St. Kitts, but grew up in the sister island of Nevis. He later
served in the Canadian military, during World War 11. Upon his return to St. Kitts-Nevis in the late
1940s, Stevens soon found himself in the center of a developing political confl ict between the two
islands. In time, he settled on Nevis and took that island's side. Eventually, Stevens became
embroiled in a political love-hate relationships with two Nevisians, Eugene Walwyn and Simeon
Daniel. Each of the three men was destined to leave his mark on the island's politics and history.



Walwyn was soon labeled a traitor to Nevis. Later, despite the fact that Stevens and Daniel worked
together in the same political party for many years, the two men came to mistrust the vision and
intent of each other's politics. The Caribbean does have a long history of authoritarian and forever
leadership. However, Stevens was careful to focus on empowering younger Nevisians to become
future leaders and politicians. He was interested in preserving the environment and the island's
traditional culture. Often, Mr. Stevens stood in defense of the common citizens' rights, against
wealthy elites. He also played a critical role in encouraging a less combative relationship between
the people of St. Kitts and Nevis. This is his story:

80s business man: The Business Man's Magazine & the Book-keeper, 1905

80s business man: Build the Damn Thing Kathryn Finney, 2022-06-07 The Wall Street Journal
Bestseller featured in Bloomberg, Fast Company, Masters of Scale, the Motley Fool, Marketplace
and more. An indispensable guide to building a startup and breaking down the barriers for diverse
entrepreneurs from the visionary venture capitalist and pioneering entrepreneur Kathryn Finney.
Build the Damn Thing is a hard-won, battle-tested guide for every entrepreneur who the
establishment has left out. Finney, an investor and startup champion, explains how to build a
business from the ground up, from developing a business plan to finding investors, growing a team,
and refining a product. Finney empowers entrepreneurs to take advantage of their unique networks
and resources; arms readers with responses to investors who say, “great pitch but I just don’t do
Black women”; and inspires them to overcome naysayers while remaining “100% That B*tch.” Don’t
wait for the system to let you in—break down the door and build your damn thing. For all the
Builders striving to build their businesses in a world that has overlooked and underestimated them:
this is the essential guide to knowing, breaking, remaking and building your own rules of
entrepreneurship in a startup and investing world designed for and by the “Entitleds.”

80s business man: Night Business Benjamin Marra, 2017-12-06 In this 1980s-trash-culture
homage, only one man can save strippers from a serial murderer; this volume collects the cult comic
book series with its unpublished-until-now conclusion. Can Johnny Timothy mete out his vengeance
before more innocent victims have to die? Night Business is Marra’s longest graphic novel to date: a
nasty brew of power, passion, vigilantes, and dangerous men raining street justice down upon their
enemies.

80s business man: King of Debt - Businessman Donald J. Trump Thomas Pentzek,
2018-12-18 Who is Donald J. Trump? That’s what the whole world has been wanting to know since
November 2016! Those who live outside the US only knew him from his appearances on the reality
show The Apprentice, in which he presented himself as a successful businessman. One thing stands
out, however: where other millionaires or billionaires shy away from the public, Trump takes every
opportunity to put himself out there, to the extent that it is difficult to separate reality from the
perfect performance. When researching for my book The King of Debts, I had the opportunity to
study the successes and failures of Donald Trump. Every additional affair, every professional failure
and every attack on the media I discovered shocked me more. Slowly a picture emerged of the
billionaire who in 2017 became the president of one of the most important countries in the world.
Why does he react the way he does? Why does he act the way he does? What is the basis for his
success in the US?

80s business man: The Churchman , 1906

80s business man: The Businessman’s Minutes-a-Day Guide to Shaping Up Dr. Franco
Columbu, 2017-09-30 The ladder to success is a lot easier to climb without the excess baggage of
flabby arms, chests, and waist. Furthermore, the increased stress that arises from increasing
business responsibilities can be more readily overcome by a man who is in peak shape than one who
isn’t. Just as hard work in the business world can be its own reward, so is working out. In fact,
shaping up not only ensures robust health and a longer life, but it improves a man’s ability to bring
about and enjoy business success by looking good, feeling good, and making good impressions on
business colleagues. The Businessman’s Minutes-a-Day Guide To Shaping Up is more than another
book of exercise and diet tips. It addresses the problems a businessman faces in finding time to



exercise, in setting goals for training, and in changing eating habits that make gaining or losing
weight difficult. The Businessman’s Minutes-a-Day Guide To Shaping Up includes: ¢ exercise
programs developed for a variety of needs and body structures ¢ knowledgeable recommendations
on training equipment and on training at home, at a gym, or on the road ¢ training programs for
improved sports performance ¢ expert advice on the prevention and treatment of training injuries,
jet lag, stress and anxiety, and even eye strain * a primer on the basics of nutrition, proper food
combining, and vitamin and mineral supplementation ¢ an account of one businessman’s training
under Dr. Columbu’s direction that provides valuable insights on sticking to a training program,
managing time, and setting goals

80s business man: Factory Man Beth Macy, 2014-07-15 The instant New York Times bestseller
about one man's battle to save hundreds of jobs by demonstrating the greatness of American
business. The Bassett Furniture Company was once the world's biggest wood furniture
manufacturer. Run by the same powerful Virginia family for generations, it was also the center of life
in Bassett, Virginia. But beginning in the 1980s, the first waves of Asian competition hit, and
ultimately Bassett was forced to send its production overseas. One man fought back: John Bassett
II1, a shrewd and determined third-generation factory man, now chairman of Vaughan-Bassett
Furniture Co, which employs more than 700 Virginians and has sales of more than $90 million. In
Factory Man, Beth Macy brings to life Bassett's deeply personal furniture and family story, along
with a host of characters from an industry that was as cutthroat as it was colorful. As she shows how
he uses legal maneuvers, factory efficiencies, and sheer grit and cunning to save hundreds of jobs,
she also reveals the truth about modern industry in America.

80s business man: After Hours, Adventures of an International Businessman Gene Myers,
2011-10-20 The author recounts the sometimes humorous, sometimes dangerous events that weave
a rich tapestry of his life, often resulting in more excitement than he bargained for.

80s business man: Notable Men of Atlanta and Georgia , 1913

80s business man: The Rice-paper Ceiling Rochelle Kopp, 1994 Every day, 700,000
Americans working in Japanese companies confront the rice-paper ceiling. International business
consultant Rochelle Kopp exposes this invisible obstacle to advancement at Japanese corporations,
how it operates, and what you can do to break through it to improve your workplace relationships
and career prospects. Along the way she details case studies that reveal the profound differences
between Japanese and American work styles and cultures. If you work for a Japanese company, or
plan to, you need this book. A revealing, readable account of American-Japanese interactions in the
workplace.-Rosabeth Moss Kanter, Harvard Business School Rochelle Kopp is a Yale graduate with
an M.B.A. from the University of Chicago. She is Managing Principal of Japan Intercultural
Consulting in Chicago.

80s business man: History of Minneapolis Marion Daniel Shutter, 1923

80s business man: Memoirs of an Exotic Dancer Patricia Cartwright and Stephanie
Mitchener, 2017-04-02 The story starts in 1987, back when the beer in the strip clubs was only
$2.85 a bottle and table dances were $5 each. Memoirs of an Exotic Dancer is a journey of mistakes
made, lessons learned, wisdom gained and growing up in the strip clubs. This true story has
friendship and betrayal, seedy clubs and sexy women, heartbreak and happiness, danger and of
course dancing! See the human side behind adult entertainment. From table dancing to lap dancing
to private dancing at home, Memoirs of an Exotic Dancer is an open and honest glimpse of the other
side of the stage.

80s business man: New York Magazine , 1993-10-04 New York magazine was born in 1968
after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as the
trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

80s business man: Moody's Magazine , 1915




80s business man: Kate's Stupid Journey Through Upside-Down World Charles Bryan,

2015-12-22 Kate is your average cynical Western New York girl who gets sucked into an alternate
version of our World when Leprechaun-Pirates led by a Magician attack her and kill her date in the
Park. We've all been there. Join her and her friends in Upside-Down World, where nothing is quite
right, in this tale of hilarious tragedy. When Kate finds a mysterious map that leads her to a handful
of Ancient Relics left by the Gods, she starts getting everyone's attention in the worst way. Her
meddling will change Upside-Down World forever, and with her growing obsession she's not going to
let a thing like Hog People or Miami Dolphins fans get in her way.

80s business man: The Ages of Iron Man Joseph J. Darowski, 2015-07-11 Billionaire
industrialist, cold warrior, weapons designer, alcoholic, philanthropist, Avenger--Tony Stark,
alter-ego of Marvel Comics' Iron Man, has played many roles in his five decades as a superhero.
From his 1963 comics debut in Tales of Suspense to the recent film adaptations--The Avengers
(2012), Iron Man 3 (2013)--hundreds of creators have had a hand in writing the character with
evolving depictions and distinct artistic styles. This collection of essays provides an historical
overview of an important figure in American popular culture and a close reading of Iron Man's most
iconic story lines, including his origin in Vietnam, Demon in a Bottle, Civil War, and Extremis.

80s business man: Spice Mill , 1915

80s business man: Bahamas Handbook and Businessman's Annual , 2004

80s business man: Dispatches from the Village Munyaradzi Mabeza, 2019-01-07 In this
book, Chris Mabeza takes the reader through a breath taking journey of the vicissitudes of village
life in Zimbabwe from the colonial days to the present. This, at a time when telling African stories is
enjoying a Risorgimento. Thus, in essence Mabeza throws his fingers in the wind and catches the
zeitgeist of African storytelling. The stories leave the reader spellbound. Dispatches from the village
has its finger on the pulse of the people. This gorgeous collection of short stories is a product of
immersive thick descriptions of rural life as it intersects with urban life. The author grapples with
the effects of what has generally been observed as the brutish and nasty new normal. The rural
landscape has not been spared the vagaries of this new normal. However, when overwhelmed by the
tsunami of negative news that permeate our media, pick-up Dispatches from the village to soothe
yourself.

80s business man: History of Kansas State and People William Elsey Connelley, 1928

80s business man: The Doherty News , 1918

80s business man: History of Youngstown and the Mahoning Valley, Ohio Joseph Green Butler
(Jr.), 1921

80s business man: Parliamentary Debates New Zealand. Parliament, 1932

80s business man: Portland, Oregon, Its History and Builders Joseph Gaston, 1911

80s business man: A Standard History of Oklahoma Joseph Bradfield Thoburn, 1916

80s business man: The Hope Andrew Harvey, 2010-06 Every age has its teachers, who keep
the eternal truths alive for all of us, writes Marianne Williamson, the best-selling author of The Age
of Miracles. In the case of Andrew Harvey, the light he sheds is like a meteor burst across the inner
sky. In The Hope, Andrew Harvey offers not only a guide to discovering your divine purpose but
also...

80s business man: Street Railway Bulletin , 1915

80s business man: Minnesota and Its People Joseph Alfred Arner Burnquist, 1924

80s business man: British Columbia from the Earliest Times to the Present Ethelbert Olaf
Stuart Scholefield, 1914

80s business man: Book-keeper, 1906

80s business man: Neoliberal Moral Economy Jorg Wiegratz, 2016-11-17 This book offers a
fresh take on a major question of global debate: what explains the rise in economic fraud in so many
societies around the world? The author argues that the current age of fraud is an outcome of not
only political-economic but also moral transformations that have taken place in societies reshaped by
neoliberalism. Using the case of Uganda, the book traces these socio-cultural and especially moral




repercussions of embedding neoliberalism. Uganda offers an important case of investigation for
three reasons: the high level of foreign intervention by donors, aid agencies, international
organisations, NGOs and corporations that have tried to produce the first fully-fledged market
society in Africa there; the country’s reputation as having adopted neoliberal reforms most
extensively, and the intensification of fraud in many sectors of the economy since the early 2000s.
The book explores the rise and operation of the neoliberal moral economy and its world of hard and
fraudulent practices. It analyses especially the moral-economic character of agricultural produce
markets in eastern Uganda. It shows that neoliberal moral restructuring is a highly political,
contested and conflict-ridden process, predominantly works via recalibrating the political-economic
structure of a country, and deeply affects how people think and go about earning a living and treat
others with whom they do business. The book offers an in-depth, data-based analysis of the moral
climate of a market society in motion and in so doing offers insights and lessons for elsewhere in the
Global South and North.

80s business man: American Economist , 1914

80s business man: History of Indiana from Its Exploration to 1922 Logan Esarey, 1923

80s business man: Tariff League Bulletin, 1914

80s business man: American Economist and Tariff League Bulletin , 1914
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No matter what 80s music you like we have a channel for you! 80s rock music, 80s dance music, 80s
R&B music... Pick a channel, sit back, and enjoy your favorite 80s music videos!

Decade: '80s - Listen to Free Radio Stations - AccuRadio
Our listeners' top 500 '80s-'90s Hits by song ratings. Fun & lite adult contemporary hits. Top '80s
Christian artists like Sandi Patti, the Imperials, Twila Paris, Dallas Holm, and Amy Gra...

80s HITS - 100 Greatest Songs of the 1980s - Deezer
"Best of 80s pop, rock, and new wave top hits from iconic bands and artists like Madonna, Phil Collins,
and Tina Turner. All the biggest throwback songs for your 80s dance party!"

TV80s: Golden 1980s Hits - Official Music Videos
Golden 80s Hits - Recall the greatest official music videos of 1980 - 1989 decade. Ultimate selection of
songs of the eighties, charts, quizes...

80s Blog | About the 80s | 80s Fashion Trends | 80s Movies | 80s TV
Dedicated to the 80s, learn everything about the era, including movies, tv shows, music, fashion
trends and more. Check it out here!
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