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Abstract: This article delves into the profound impact of the 6 Traits writing rubric on writing
assessment and instruction across various industries. We explore its six key components—ideas,
organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions—and analyze how this holistic
approach enhances writing quality, fosters critical thinking, and improves communication across
diverse professional fields. The implications for businesses, academia, and beyond are examined,
highlighting the 6 traits writing rubric's enduring relevance in today's communication-driven world.

Introduction: The 6 Traits writing rubric has become a cornerstone of effective writing instruction
and assessment. Its holistic approach moves beyond simple grammar checks and delves into the
deeper elements that make writing compelling, engaging, and impactful. This rubric, developed by
Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory (NWREL), offers a powerful framework for evaluating
and improving writing across various contexts, from elementary classrooms to corporate
boardrooms. This article will explore the six traits, examine its applications across industries, and
discuss its implications for the future of writing assessment.

Understanding the Six Traits:
The 6 Traits writing rubric assesses writing based on six interconnected elements:
1. Ideas: This trait focuses on the content of the writing. It evaluates the clarity, focus, and depth

of the ideas presented. A strong piece of writing will have original, well-developed ideas that
are relevant to the purpose and audience.

1. Organization: This trait assesses the structure and flow of the writing. It examines how
effectively the ideas are arranged, the use of transitions, and the overall coherence of the
piece. A well-organized piece guides the reader smoothly from beginning to end.



1. Voice: This trait refers to the writer's unique personality and style that shines through the
writing. It’s the writer’s “stamp” on the text. Strong voice makes the writing engaging and
authentic.

1. Word Choice: This trait evaluates the precision, effectiveness, and impact of the language
used. It focuses on the writer's ability to choose words that are specific, vivid, and appropriate
for the audience and purpose.

1. Sentence Fluency: This trait focuses on the rhythm and flow of the sentences. It assesses the
variety of sentence structures and the overall musicality of the writing. Smooth sentence
fluency enhances readability and engagement.

1. Conventions: This trait refers to the mechanical aspects of writing, including grammar,
spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. While important, conventions are considered one
element within a broader evaluation of the overall piece.

Implications for the Industry:

The 6 Traits writing rubric’s impact extends far beyond the classroom. Its principles are valuable in
various professional settings:

Business Communication: Effective business writing is crucial for success. The 6 Traits rubric helps
businesses assess proposals, reports, emails, and marketing materials, ensuring clarity, conciseness,
and impact. Using the rubric improves internal communication, external correspondence, and
overall brand image.

Technical Writing: In fields like engineering and technology, clear and precise communication is
paramount. The 6 Traits rubric ensures technical documents are easily understood and free of
ambiguity, reducing errors and improving safety.

Marketing and Advertising: Compelling marketing copy is essential for attracting customers. The
rubric assists in crafting persuasive and engaging materials by focusing on strong ideas, compelling

voice, and precise word choice.

Journalism and Media: Accurate and engaging storytelling is at the heart of journalism. The 6 Traits
rubric helps journalists produce well-structured, impactful articles that resonate with readers.

Academia: The rubric is a valuable tool for assessing student writing across various disciplines. It



provides a common framework for evaluating essays, research papers, and other academic
assignments.

The 6 Traits Writing Rubric and Critical Thinking:

Beyond assessing writing skills, the 6 Traits rubric encourages critical thinking. Students and
professionals learn to analyze their work holistically, identifying strengths and weaknesses in each
trait. This self-assessment fosters a deeper understanding of the writing process and promotes
continuous improvement.

The Future of the 6 Traits Writing Rubric:

While the 6 Traits rubric has been a mainstay for years, its continued relevance is undeniable. As
communication technologies evolve, the need for clear, concise, and impactful writing remains
paramount. The rubric provides a flexible framework that can adapt to changing needs and
technologies, ensuring its enduring value in the years to come. Future applications might include
integrating the rubric with Al-powered writing tools to provide more personalized feedback.

Conclusion:

The 6 Traits writing rubric offers a comprehensive and effective approach to writing assessment and
instruction. Its holistic nature, focusing on six interconnected elements, enhances writing quality,
fosters critical thinking, and improves communication across various industries. Its enduring
relevance ensures its continued importance in shaping effective communication in today's world. By
understanding and applying the 6 Traits, individuals and organizations can elevate their writing
skills and achieve greater success in their respective fields.

FAQs:

1. Is the 6 Traits rubric only for students? No, it’s applicable to writers of all ages and
professional levels.

1. Can the 6 Traits rubric be used for oral presentations? While primarily designed for written
work, its principles can be adapted to assess oral presentations.

1. How can I effectively use the 6 Traits rubric for self-assessment? Use a checklist for each trait
and honestly evaluate your work based on the criteria.



1. Are there specific scoring rubrics for the 6 Traits? Yes, many resources provide detailed
scoring guides and examples for each trait.

1. How does the 6 Traits rubric differ from traditional grammar-focused assessments? It provides
a holistic view, considering content, style, and mechanics equally.

1. Can the 6 Traits rubric be used for different genres of writing? Yes, it’s adaptable to various
genres, from fiction to technical reports.

1. What are some resources available for learning more about the 6 Traits rubric? Numerous
books, websites, and workshops offer training and support.

1. How can the 6 Traits rubric improve team collaboration in the workplace? It provides a
common framework for reviewing and providing constructive feedback on shared documents.

1. Is there software that integrates the 6 Traits rubric? While not directly integrated, many
writing programs offer features that align with each trait.

Related Articles:

1. "Applying the 6 Traits Rubric to Business Writing": This article explores how to use the 6
Traits rubric to improve business communication effectiveness.

1. "The 6 Traits Rubric and the Common Core Standards": This piece examines the alignment
between the 6 Traits and national educational standards.

1. "Using the 6 Traits Rubric for Self-Assessment and Improvement": A practical guide on self-
reflection and growth using the rubric.



1. "The 6 Traits Rubric in the Digital Age": This explores adapting the rubric to the changing
landscape of digital communication.

1. "Developing a Customized 6 Traits Rubric for Specific Industries": This article focuses on
tailoring the rubric to suit industry-specific writing needs.

1. "Comparing the 6 Traits Rubric with Other Writing Assessment Tools": An analysis of the
rubric’s strengths and weaknesses in comparison to alternatives.

1. "Case Studies: The Impact of the 6 Traits Rubric on Student Writing": Real-world examples
demonstrating the rubric's effectiveness.

1. "Teacher Training and the 6 Traits Rubric: Best Practices for Implementation": Focuses on
effective teacher training methods concerning the rubric.

1. "Integrating Technology with the 6 Traits Writing Rubric for Enhanced Feedback": This article
explores using technology to enhance the feedback process.

6 traits writing rubric: 6 + 1 Traits of Writing Ruth Culham, 2003 Everything you need to
teach and assess student writing with this powerful model.

6 traits writing rubric: Traits of Writing Ruth Culham, 2010 Effective, easy-to-use tools for
trait-based assessment and instruction--just for middle school teachers. Includes printable
reproducible forms!

6 traits writing rubric: Daily 6-Trait Writing, Grade 1 - Student Edition (5-Pack) , 2008-09 The
5-pack provides five books of the same grade level.

6 traits writing rubric: The Comprehension Toolkit (Ages 5-8) Angela Ehmer, 2019-06-10
Teacher reference resource containing comprehension lessons for teachers of children in the early
years of school.

6 traits writing rubric: Daily 6-Trait Writing, Grade 6 Teacher Edition Evan-Moor Corporation,
Evan Moor Educational Publishers (Firm), 2008-09 Give your sixth-graders the fun and focused
writing practice they need to become to become strong and successful writers! The 125 engaging,
10- to 15-minute lessons support any writing program. 25 weeks of instruction cover the following




trait-based writing skills: Ideas Week 1: Choosing a Strong Idea Week 2: Writing Topic Sentences
and Supporting Details Week 3: Developing Character, Setting, and Plot Ideas Week 4: Elaborating
on Ideas and Details Week 5: Maintaining Your Focus Organization Week 1: Sequencing Week 2:
Organizing Information Logically Week 3: Organizing Information to Compare and Contrast Week 4:
Organizing to Persuade Week 5: Choosing Which Way to Organize Your Writing Word Choice Week
1: Writing Precise Descriptions Week 2: Writing About Action Week 3: Using Figurative Language
Week 4: Choosing the Right Words for Your Audience Week 5: Getting the Reader's Attention
Sentence Fluency Week 1: Combining Sentences with Conjunctions Week 2: Writing Complex
Sentences Week 3: Parallel Structure Within a Sentence Week 4: Beginning Sentences in Different
Ways Week 5: Writing a Smooth Paragraph Voice Week 1: Identifying Different Writing Voices Week
2: Using Different Voices for Different Purposes Week 3: Using Voice in Poetry Week 4: Writing from
Different Points of View Week 5: Using Voice in Persuasive Writing This resource contains teacher
support pages, reproducible student pages, and an answer key. This is a reproducible resource
(photocopying of lessons is permitted) for single classroom or individual home use only. About
Evan-Moor A leader in PreK-8 educational publishing, Evan-Moor has been a trusted partner of
teachers and parents for over 40 years. Our mission is helping children learn, and we do this by
creating resources that motivate children to learn important skills and concepts across the
curriculum while also inspiring a love of learning.

6 traits writing rubric: Teaching Nonfiction Revision Sneed B. Collard III, Vicki Spandel, 2017
What happens when a bestselling nonfiction children's book author pairs up with a nationally known
writing teacher to discuss revision strategies? Magic. Sneed B. Collard IIIT and Vicki Spandel blow
the roof off everything you thought you knew about teaching nonfiction writing and the purposes for
revision. Dozens of strategy lessons pulled from Sneed's professional writing experience followed by
Vicki's classroom-savvy tips and exercises give you the nuts and bolts of teaching revision to make
nonfiction writing more meaningful, useful, and enjoyable for the reader. Using a big-to-small
process of revision, from Big Picture ideas down to individual words, Sneed and Vicki demystify
revision and help students become clear, persuasive, compelling-even entertaining-writers. With
your encouragement and guidance, they write, students will discover the joy of turning their first
rough ideas into something readers cannot put down.

6 traits writing rubric: 40 Reproducible Forms for the Writing Traits Classroom Ruth Culham,
Amanda Wheeler, 2003 Checklists, graphic organizers, rubrics and scoring sheets and more to boost
students' writing skills in all seven traits.

6 traits writing rubric: Teach Writing Well Ruth Culham, 2018 Ask great writers what the key
to writing well is and they will tell you revision. Author Ruth Culham, both a successful writer and
writing teacher, understands the challenges elementary teachers face when teaching writing and
revision and now shares her knowledge in Teach Writing Well: How to Assess Writing, Invigorate
Instruction, and Rethink Revision. Divided into two parts, Culham's book provides ways to teach that
are both accessible to the teacher and student. You will find techniques to assess writing that are
practical, and results driven. Inside you'll discover: Culham's traits of writing and how to use them
to read and assess student work Ways to guide revision decisions using these traits as common
language How to address challenges students may face within the different modes of writing
(narrative, expository, and persuasive) Strategic lessons to teach the writer that scaffold students
towards making their own craft decisions A chapter on mentor texts which can be used to model
traits and key qualities for your students Teach Writing Well pulls best practices together and shows
writing with fresh eyes.

6 traits writing rubric: Daily 6-Trait Writing, Grade 2 - Student Edition (5-Pack) , 2008-09 The
5-pack provides five books of the same grade level.

6 traits writing rubric: Creating Writers Vicki Spandel, 2013 'Creating Writers' puts the six
traits of writing in context, showing how they are best taught - within writing workshops and as a
way of enriching the writing process. This edition organizes all materials by trait, features new
one-page writing guides, and offers an increased emphasis on literature.




6 traits writing rubric: Unshakeable: 20 Ways to Enjoy Teaching Every Day...No Matter
What Angela Watson, 2015-03-15 Passion cannot be faked. Students can tell when we're just going
through the motions. But how can you summon the energy to teach with passion when there are so
many distractions pulling you from what really matters? And if you barely have time for taking care
of yourself, how can you have anything left to give your students? Don't wait for teaching to become
fun again: plan for it! Your enthusiasm will become unshakeable as you learn how to: -Create
curriculum bright spots that you can't wait to teach -Gain energy from kids instead of letting them
drain you -Uncover real meaning and purpose for every single lesson -Incorporate playfulness and
make strong connections with kids -Stop letting test scores and evaluations define your success
-Construct a self-running classroom that frees you to teach -Say no without guilt and make your yes
really count -Establish healthy, balanced habits for bringing work home -Determine what matters
most and let go of the rest -Innovate and adapt to make teaching an adventure Unshakeable is a
collection of inspiring mindset shifts and practical, teacher-tested ideas for getting more satisfaction
from your job. It's an approach that guides you to find your inner drive and intrinsic motivation
which no one can take away. Unshakeable will help you incorporate a love of life into your teaching,
and a love of teaching into your life. Learn how to tap into what makes your work inherently
rewarding and enjoy teaching every day...no matter what.

6 traits writing rubric: Fewer Things, Better: The Courage to Focus on What Matters
Most Angela Watson, 2019-04-10 You can't do it all ... and you don't have to try.

6 traits writing rubric: The 9 Rights of Every Writer Vicki Spandel, 2005 Spandel invites
nine published authors into a discussion of what makes writing work.

6 traits writing rubric: The Simple 6: A Writing Rubric for Kids Kay Davidson, 2009

6 traits writing rubric: Daily 6-Trait Writing, Grade 4 Teacher Edition Evan-Moor
Corporation, Evan Moor Educational Publishers (Firm), 2008-09 Develop your grade 4 students'
writing skills in each of the six traits--Ideas, Organization, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, Voice,
and Conventions--using 125 engaging, 10- to 15-minute writing lessons. - 125 trait-based lessons - 25
weeks of instruction - Each weekly unit includes: -teacher lesson plan -4 reproducible student pages
-writing prompt - Supports any writing program - Models many forms of writing - Teacher rubric

6 traits writing rubric: Spy Cat Peg Kehret, Pete the Cat, 2008-06-19 Pete the Cat's second
adventure is full of wild antics and mystery-solving fun! A series of burglaries in their quiet
community upsets Alex's family, particularly his younger brother Benjie. What would they do if their
house were robbed? Pete is confident that he can protect his family, but that doesn't stop the
burglars from trying! Luckily, the bad guys are no match for the very protective family cat and
Benjie's spy skills.

6 traits writing rubric: A Writer's Notebook Ralph Fletcher, 2010-08-24 Tap into your inner
writer with this book of practical advice by the bestselling author of How Writers Work and the ALA
Notable Book Fig Pudding. Writers are just like everyone else—except for one big difference. Most
people go through life experiencing daily thoughts and feelings, noticing and observing the world
around them. But writers record these thoughts and observations. They react. And they need a
special place to record those reactions. Perfect for classrooms, A Writer’s Notebook gives budding
writers a place to keep track of all the little things they notice every day. Young writers will love
these useful tips for how to use notes and jottings to create stories and poems of their own.

6 traits writing rubric: Rethinking Rubrics in Writing Assessment Maja Wilson, 2006 The
conventional wisdom in English education is that rubrics are the best and easiest tools for
assessment. But sometimes it's better to be unconventional. In Rethinking Rubrics in Writing
Assessment, Maja Wilson offers a new perspective on rubrics and argues for a better, more
responsive way to think about assessing writers' progress. Though you may sense a disconnect
between student-centered teaching and rubric-based assessment, you may still use rubrics for
convenience or for want of better alternatives. Rethinking Rubrics in Writing Assessment gives you
the impetus to make a change, demonstrating how rubrics can hurt kids and replace professional
decision making with an inauthentic pigeonholing that stamps standardization onto a notably



nonstandard process. With an emphasis on thoughtful planning and teaching, Wilson shows you how
to reconsider writing assessment so that it aligns more closely with high-quality instruction and
avoids the potentially damaging effects of rubrics. Stop listening to the conventional wisdom, and
turn instead to a compelling new voice to find out why rubrics are often replaceable. Open
Rethinking Rubrics in Writing Assessment and let Maja Wilson start you down the path to more
sensitive, authentic style of writing assessment.

6 traits writing rubric: How to Create and Use Rubrics for Formative Assessment and Grading
Susan M. Brookhart, 2013 Whether you're already familiar with rubrics or not, this book is a
complete resource for writing rubrics that assist with learning as well as assess it. Plus, you'll learn
how to wisely select from among the many rubrics available for classroom use.

6 traits writing rubric: Launching the Writer's Workshop Kristina Smekens, Maureen
Scane,

6 traits writing rubric: What We Really Value Bob Broad, 2003-12-01 What We Really Value
traces the origins of traditional rubrics within the theoretical and historical circumstances out of
which they emerged, then holds rubrics up for critical scrutiny in the context of contemporary
developments in the field. As an alternative to the generic character and decontextualized function
of scoring guides, he offers dynamic criteria mapping, a form of qualitative inquiry by which writing
programs (as well as individual instructors) can portray their rhetorical values with more ethical
integrity and more pedagogical utility than rubrics allow. To illustrate the complex and
indispensable insights this method can provide, Broad details findings from his study of eighty-nine
distinct and substantial criteria for evaluation at work in the introductory composition program at
City University. These chapters are filled with the voices of composition instructors debating and
reflecting on the nature, interplay, and relative importance of the many criteria by which they
judged students' texts. Broad concludes his book with specific strategies that can help writing
instructors and programs to discover, negotiate, map, and express a more robust truth about what
they value in their students' rhetorical performances.

6 traits writing rubric: Picture Books, Model Lessons, and More to Teach Writing with
the 6 Traits Ruth Culham, 2007 Picture books, model lessons, and more to teach writing with the 6
traits.

6 traits writing rubric: Notebook Know-how Aimee Elizabeth Buckner, 2005 Presents tips for
elementary and middle school teachers on how to use writing notebooks to help students develop
skills and habits associated with good writing.

6 traits writing rubric: The Core Six Harvey F. Silver, R. Thomas Dewing, Matthew ]J. Perini,
2012 Drawing on their extensive research and practice in schools across the United States, the
authors of this indispensable guide offer six research-based, classroom-proven strategies that every
K-12 teacher needs to respond to the Common Core State Standards. This practical book includes
sample lesson plans and checklists to ensure effective implementation of each strategy in the
classroom.

6 traits writing rubric: Teacher Evaluation that Makes a Difference Robert J. Marzano,
Michael D. Toth, 2013 In Teacher Evaluation That Makes a Difference, Robert J. Marzano and
Michael D. Toth introduce a new model of teacher evaluation that takes into account multiple
data-rich measures of teacher performance and student growth to ensure fair, meaningful, and
reliable evaluations for all teachers.

6 traits writing rubric: Mentor Texts Lynne R. Dorfman, Rose Cappelli, 2017 It's been a
decade since Lynne Dorfman and Rose Cappelli wrote the first edition of Mentor Texts and helped
teachers across the country make the most of high-quality children's literature in their writing
instruction. In the second edition of this important book Lynne and Rose show teachers how to help
students become confident, accomplished writers by using literature as their foundation. The second
edition includes brand-new Your Turn Lessons, built around the gradual release of responsibility
model, offering suggestions for demonstrations and shared or guided writing. Reflection is
emphasized as a necessary component to understanding why mentor authors chose certain



strategies, literary devices, sentence structures, and words. Lynne and Rose offer new children's
book titles in each chapter and in a carefully curated and annotated Treasure Chest. At the end of
each chapter a Think About It--Talk About It--Write About It section invites reflection and
conversation with colleagues. The book is organized around the characteristics of good
writing--focus, content, organization, style, and conventions. Rose and Lynne write in a friendly and
conversational style, employing numerous anecdotes to help teachers visualize the process, and offer
strategies that can be immediately implemented in the classroom. This practical resource
demonstrates the power of learning to read like writers.

6 traits writing rubric: Trait-Based Writing Kristina Smekens, 2009 Whether you're just
getting started with the traits or want to invigorate your trait-based writing instruction, the 20 fun
and engaging lessons in this resource are just what you need. Classroom-tested, ready-to-go lessons
for all the traits-ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions-are
included. For each lesson, you'll also find an independent writing activity and creative group-share
ideas. These powerful lessons are sure to boost students' writing performance. For use with Grades
496.

6 traits writing rubric: Best Practices in Writing Instruction Steve Graham, Charles A.
MacArthur, Jill Fitzgerald, 2013-03-19 Highly practical and accessible, this indispensable book
provides clear-cut strategies for improving K-12 writing instruction. The contributors are leading
authorities who demonstrate proven ways to teach different aspects of writing, with chapters on
planning, revision, sentence construction, handwriting, spelling, and motivation. The use of the
Internet in instruction is addressed, and exemplary approaches to teaching English-language
learners and students with special needs are discussed. The book also offers best-practice guidelines
for designing an effective writing program. Focusing on everyday applications of current scientific
research, the book features many illustrative case examples and vignettes.

6 traits writing rubric: Second Grade Reading and Writing Highlights Learning, 2020-02-04
Mastering second grade reading and writing is fun and exciting with this book that combines
language arts activities with puzzles and humor to lower the barriers to learning and build essential
skills. Reading and writing are two of the most important building blocks for future learning, and
Highlights(TM) brings Fun with a Purpose® into these essential activities for second graders. Our
award-winning content blends reading and writing skills with puzzles, humor, and playful art, which
makes learning exciting and fun. Second grade reading and writing skills such as phonics, word
recognition, and key ideas will help students improve and will build confidence in the classroom.

6 traits writing rubric: Finding Africa Jamie A. Schroeder, 2006 In this book, learn how to
use a map key and symbols to locate landforms in Africa.

6 traits writing rubric: Writing Pathways Lucy Calkins, 2014-03-07 Originally published as
part of the bestselling series: Units of study in opinion/argument, information, and narrative writing
[Grades K-8].

6 traits writing rubric: Minuk Kirkpatrick Hill, 2002 Twelve-year-old Minuk's traditional
Eskimo way of life is changed forever in 1892 with the arrival of Christian missionaries.

6 traits writing rubric: Scent of Apples Bienvenido N. Santos, 2015 This collection of sixteen
stories bring the work of a distinguished Filipino writer to an American audience. Scent of Apples
contains work from the 1940s to the 1970s. Although many of Santos's writings have been published
in the Philippines, Scent of Apples is his only book published in the United States. -- from back cover.

6 traits writing rubric: Daily 6-Trait Writing, Grade 7 Teacher Edition Evan-Moor
Corporation, Evan-Moor Educational Publishers, 2013 Scaffolded, explicit instruction improves your
7th graders' writing! The 25 weekly units provide trait-based writing practice, covering the essential
traits of strong writing: ideas, organization, word choice, sentence fluency, voice, & conventions.

6 traits writing rubric: Reviving the Essay Gretchen Bernabei, 2005 If reading school essays
puts you to sleep, Gretchen Bernabei's REVIVING THE ESSAY will wake up your students' writing in
ways even they never dreamed of. This exciting new resource for students and teachers provides 30
delightful lessons and activities that will awaken all of the senses, challenging and cajoling, stirring




and stimulating even the most reluctant writer. Chapter headings such as Finding your Message,
Finding or Inventing your Structure, Experimenting with Thick Description, and Crafting the Essay
for a Reader's Ears quickly reveals the substance and scope of this inventive approach to teaching a
form that dates back to Montaigne. Bernabei uses a number of examples, visual prompts and verbal
generators to engage students in thinking about every side of a subject.

6 traits writing rubric: Designing and Using Rubrics for Reading and Language Arts,
K-6 Joan F. Groeber, 2006-10-06 Designing and Using Rubrics for Reading and Language Arts
provides teachers with a step-by-step guide to creating and using rubrics to meet students' needs.
This comprehensive resource offers an overview of rubrics as an teaching tool, directions for
creating rubrics, and over 40 examples of rubrics that cover key language processes and skills at the
primary and middle school levels. The author also includes suggestions for introducing the rubrics to
students, making assignments, and using the rubrics to assess student understanding. This revised
edition presents expanded coverage of the process of developing rubrics, and features several new
rubrics that address narrative writing, persuasive writing, comprehension monitoring, the use of
presentation software, and information literacy skills.

6 traits writing rubric: Small Moments Lucy Calkins, Abby Oxenhorn Smith, Rachel Rothman,
2013

6 traits writing rubric: Raymond's Run Toni Cade Bambara, 2014 A story about Squeaky, the
fastest thing on two feet, and her brother Raymond.

6 traits writing rubric: Step Up to Writing Maureen Auman, 2003

6 traits writing rubric: 501 Writing Prompts LearningExpress (Organization), 2018 This eBook
features 501 sample writing prompts that are designed to help you improve your writing and gain
the necessary writing skills needed to ace essay exams. Build your essay-writing confidence fast with
501 Writing Prompts! --
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