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Introduction:

The United States has a long and unfortunately extensive history with hurricanes. These powerful storms,
capable of inflicting catastrophic damage and claiming countless lives, have shaped the nation's
infrastructure, emergency response systems, and understanding of atmospheric phenomena. While pinpointing the
“absolute worst” is challenging due to varying measurement techniques and data availability across different
eras, we can analyze the most destructive and deadly hurricanes in US history to understand their impacts and
learn from the past. This report delves into the 5 worst hurricanes in US history, focusing on the factors
that made them so devastating. Defining "worst" considers a combination of death toll, economic damage
(adjusted for inflation), and overall societal impact.

The Great Galveston Hurricane of 1900:1.

This hurricane remains the deadliest natural disaster in US history. Striking Galveston, Texas, on September 8,
1900, it produced a storm surge estimated at 15 feet (4.6 meters) or higher, completely inundating the low-
lying island city. The death toll is estimated at 6,000 to 12,000, a figure exacerbated by the lack of
effective warning systems and the city's vulnerability. The 5 worst hurricanes in US history list frequently
starts with this catastrophic event, a stark reminder of the power of nature before advanced forecasting
technology. The economic devastation was immense for the time, although precise figures are unavailable due to
limited record-keeping. This hurricane profoundly impacted coastal development and disaster preparedness in the
United States, highlighting the vulnerability of coastal communities.

The Labor Day Hurricane of 1935:1.

This devastating Category 5 hurricane, striking the Florida Keys on September 2, 1935, remains one of the most
intense hurricanes ever recorded in the Atlantic basin. Its sustained winds reached an estimated 185 mph (295
km/h), causing catastrophic damage to the Keys and leaving thousands stranded. The death toll, estimated
between 408 and 500, was high due to the high winds and the subsequent flooding, compounded by the fact
that many victims were members of the Works Progress Administration (WPA) working on a highway project.
This tragedy reinforced the need for improved evacuation procedures and construction standards in hurricane-
prone areas. The Labor Day Hurricane is consistently ranked among the 5 worst hurricanes in US history due



to its extreme intensity and mortality.

The Hurricane of 1928:1.

This hurricane, striking Lake Okeechobee, Florida, on September 16, 1928, caused catastrophic flooding that
inundated vast agricultural areas and resulted in a death toll estimated between 1,836 and 2,500. The
storm’s devastating impact on the impoverished farming communities around the lake was exacerbated by the
lack of warning systems and the inadequate levees protecting the area. The economic damage, adjusting for
inflation, was substantial, rendering this event a critical entry in the discussion of the 5 worst hurricanes in
US history. This disaster spurred significant changes in flood control measures and land-use planning in south
Florida.

Hurricane Camille (1969):1.

Hurricane Camille made landfall on the Mississippi coast on August 17, 1969, as a Category 5 hurricane, with
sustained winds of 190 mph (305 km/h). Although the death toll (259) was relatively lower than some
others on this list, the storm's intensity and the extensive damage across Mississippi, Virginia, and West
Virginia made it one of the costliest hurricanes in US history (adjusted for inflation). Camille's torrential
rainfall caused catastrophic flooding, landslides, and widespread destruction, further highlighting the
devastating power of intense hurricanes and the necessity for rigorous building codes in hurricane-prone regions.
When considering the 5 worst hurricanes in US history, Camille’s sheer destructive power and lasting impact
cannot be ignored.

Hurricane Katrina (2005):1.

Hurricane Katrina, making landfall on August 29, 2005, as a Category 3 hurricane, became synonymous with
catastrophic hurricane failure and the vulnerabilities of large coastal cities. While the initial wind damage
was significant, the storm's prolonged and devastating impact stemmed from the catastrophic levee failures in
New Orleans, resulting in widespread flooding and the displacement of hundreds of thousands of people. The
official death toll was 1,833, with many more indirectly affected by the storm’s aftermath. The total
economic damage exceeded $161 billion (2024 USD), making Katrina the costliest hurricane in US history.
Katrina exposed critical flaws in disaster preparedness, evacuation planning, and the social inequalities faced
by vulnerable populations. Its legacy continues to shape hurricane preparedness and societal resilience. The
impact of Katrina firmly secures its place amongst the 5 worst hurricanes in US history.

Conclusion:

The 5 worst hurricanes in US history, discussed above, illustrate the devastating power of these
meteorological events and their profound impact on human lives and the nation's infrastructure. While
technological advancements have significantly improved hurricane forecasting and warning systems, the
inherent risk associated with living in hurricane-prone areas remains substantial. Continuous improvements in
forecasting, evacuation procedures, building codes, and community resilience are crucial to mitigating the
devastating effects of future hurricanes.

FAQs:



What makes a hurricane "worst"? A combination of factors determines a hurricane's severity: death1.
toll, economic damage (adjusted for inflation), and overall societal impact (disruption, long-term
consequences).

How are hurricane death tolls determined? Death tolls are established through a combination of1.
immediate counts, later investigations, and indirect assessments of missing persons and health
consequences related to the storm.

How does inflation affect the ranking of hurricanes? Adjusting economic damage for inflation provides a1.
fairer comparison across different time periods, reflecting the actual purchasing power lost.

What advancements have been made in hurricane prediction? Significant advancements in satellite1.
technology, computer modelling, and data analysis have greatly improved accuracy and lead times in
hurricane forecasts.

How have building codes changed due to hurricanes? Building codes have been strengthened over time,1.
mandating more resilient structures and stricter regulations in hurricane-prone zones.

What role does climate change play in hurricane intensity? The role of climate change in hurricane1.
intensity is still being researched, but there is evidence suggesting that warmer ocean temperatures could
lead to more powerful storms.

What is the significance of levee systems in coastal protection? Levee systems are vital for protecting1.
low-lying coastal areas, but their failure, as seen with Katrina, can have devastating consequences.

How can communities improve hurricane preparedness? Improved preparedness includes developing1.
comprehensive evacuation plans, strengthening building codes, establishing robust communication
systems, and promoting community resilience.

What ongoing research is being done on hurricanes? Ongoing research focuses on improving forecasting1.
accuracy, understanding the impact of climate change on hurricanes, and developing more effective
mitigation strategies.

Related Articles:



The Galveston Hurricane of 1900: A Case Study in Disaster Preparedness: This article examines the1.
societal impact of the Galveston hurricane and its influence on the evolution of disaster response.

Hurricane Camille: A Retrospective Analysis of Extreme Weather Events: This article focuses on the1.
meteorological aspects of Hurricane Camille and its extreme wind speeds and rainfall.

The Socioeconomic Impact of Hurricane Katrina: This article explores the long-term social and economic1.
consequences of Hurricane Katrina.

Building Codes and Hurricane Resistance: A Comparative Analysis: This article compares building codes in1.
different hurricane-prone regions and their effectiveness in reducing damage.

Hurricane Forecasting: Past, Present, and Future: This article reviews the advancements in hurricane1.
forecasting technologies and the ongoing research in this field.

The Role of Climate Change in Hurricane Intensification: This article explores the relationship between1.
climate change and the increasing intensity of hurricanes.

Community Resilience and Hurricane Mitigation: This article discusses strategies for strengthening1.
community resilience in the face of hurricanes.

Evacuation Planning and Hurricane Safety: This article explores the importance of effective evacuation1.
plans and safety measures during hurricanes.

The Economic Costs of Hurricanes: A Long-Term Perspective: This article examines the long-term1.
economic costs associated with hurricanes, considering both direct and indirect losses.

��5 worst hurricanes in us history: America's Deadliest Hurricanes Charles River Charles
River Editors, 2018-10-18 *Includes pictures *Includes accounts *Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading Hurricanes have been devastating communities for thousands of
years, bringing about various combinations of rain and wind that can do everything from taking
down some dead limbs to wiping out houses. They are also common enough that people who live for
any length of time in a region prone to having hurricanes are inclined to accept them as something



of a periodic nuisance rather than a serious danger. Modern construction styles allow houses to
withstand winds in excess of 100 miles an hour, and early warning systems allow people to evacuate.
Thus, most hurricanes of the 21st century take fewer lives than a serious highway accident. As a
result, the world watched in horror as Hurricane Katrina decimated New Orleans in August 2005,
and the calamity seemed all the worse because many felt that technology had advanced far enough
to prevent such tragedies, whether through advanced warning or engineering. Spawning off the
Bahamian coast that month, Katrina quickly grew to be one of the deadliest natural disasters in
American history, killing more than 1,800 people and flooding a heavy majority of one of America's
most famous cities. At first, the storm seemed to be harmless, scooting across the Floridian coast as
a barely noticeable Category 1 storm, but when Katrina reached the warm waters of the Gulf of
Mexico, its winds grew exponentially before slamming into the southern Louisiana coast as a
massive Category 5 hurricane. In addition to the deadly nature of the hurricane, it was also
incredibly destructive as a result of failed levees around the New Orleans area. By the time the
storm had passed, it had wreaked an estimated $108 billion of damage across the region, and the
human suffering, with nearly 2,000 deaths and a million people displaced, was available for viewing
across the world. Naturally, the reactions of political leaders would be heavily scrutinized in the
aftermath, and people studied the lessons to be learned from the disaster to prevent a similar
occurrence in the future. It was only well into the 20th century that meteorologists began to name
storms as a way of distinguishing which storm out of several they were referencing, and it seems
somewhat fitting that the hurricane that traumatized Galveston was nameless. Due to the lack of
technology and warning, many of the people it killed were never identified, and the nameless
corpses were eventually burned in piles of bodies that could not be interred due to the soggy soil.
Others were simply buried at sea. The second deadliest hurricane in American history claimed 2,500
lives, so it's altogether possible that the Galveston hurricane killed over 4 times more than the next
deadliest in the U.S. To this day, it remains the country's deadliest natural disaster. Similarly, the
hurricane that struck southern Florida in September 1928 killed hundreds more, with an estimated
death toll of over 2,500 people. Without the warnings available today, it was inevitable that the
Category 5 hurricane wrought almost inconceivable destruction as it made landfall in Florida with
winds at nearly 150 miles per hour. In addition to the powerful storm itself, the flooding of Lake
Okeechobee, the 7th largest freshwater lake in the country, exacerbated the damage by spilling
across several hundred square miles, which were covered in up to 20 feet of water in some places.
America's Deadliest Hurricanes: The History of the Three Worst Hurricanes in American History
examines each of the deadly storms, from their meteorological origins to the tolls and aftermath of
each one. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the
hurricanes like never before.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Isaac's Storm Erik Larson, 2000-07-11 From the bestselling
author of The Devil in the White City, here is the true story of the deadliest hurricane in history.
National Bestseller September 8, 1900, began innocently in the seaside town of Galveston, Texas.
Even Isaac Cline, resident meteorologist for the U.S. Weather Bureau failed to grasp the true
meaning of the strange deep-sea swells and peculiar winds that greeted the city that morning. Mere
hours later, Galveston found itself submerged in a monster hurricane that completely destroyed the
town and killed over six thousand people in what remains the greatest natural disaster in American
history--and Isaac Cline found himself the victim of a devastating personal tragedy. Using Cline's
own telegrams, letters, and reports, the testimony of scores of survivors, and our latest
understanding of the science of hurricanes, Erik Larson builds a chronicle of one man's heroic
struggle and fatal miscalculation in the face of a storm of unimaginable magnitude. Riveting,
powerful, and unbearably suspenseful, Isaac's Storm is the story of what can happen when human
arrogance meets the great uncontrollable force of nature.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: The Federal Response to Hurricane Katrina , 2006 The
objective of this report is to identify and establish a roadmap on how to do that, and lay the
groundwork for transforming how this Nation- from every level of government to the private sector



to individual citizens and communities - pursues a real and lasting vision of preparedness. To get
there will require significant change to the status quo, to include adjustments to policy, structure,
and mindset--P. 2.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: The 12 Worst Hurricanes of All Time Susan E. Hamen, 2019
Disasters are fascinating, awe-inspiring, and scary, all at the same time. Lean the facts about many
of the worst disasters in human history. Then get some tips on how to prepare for disasters and stay
safe.--
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Hurricane Katrina Jeremy I. Levitt, Matthew C. Whitaker,
2009-01-01 On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina slammed into the Gulf Coast states of Louisiana
and Mississippi. The storm devastated the region and its citizens. But its devastation did not reach
across racial and class lines equally. In an original combination of research and advocacy, Hurricane
Katrina: America s Unnatural Disaster questions the efficacy of the national and global responses to
Katrina s central victims, African Americans. This collection of polemical essays explores the extent
to which African Americans and others were, and are, disproportionately affected by the natural and
manmade forces that caused Hurricane Katrina. Such an engaged study of this tragic event forces us
to acknowledge that the ways in which we view our history and life have serious ramifications on
modern human relations, public policy, and quality of life.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: A Weekend in September John Edward Weems, 2018-11-11
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America,
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work,
as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and
we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and
republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an
easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Sudden Sea R. A. Scotti, 2008-12-02 The massive
destruction wreaked by the Hurricane of 1938 dwarfed that of the Chicago Fire, the San Francisco
Earthquake, and the Mississippi floods of 1927, making the storm the worst natural disaster in U.S.
history. Now, R.A. Scotti tells the story.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: America's Deadliest Hurricanes Charles River Charles River
Editors, 2018-10-18 *Includes pictures *Includes accounts *Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading Hurricanes have been devastating communities for thousands of
years, bringing about various combinations of rain and wind that can do everything from taking
down some dead limbs to wiping out houses. They are also common enough that people who live for
any length of time in a region prone to having hurricanes are inclined to accept them as something
of a periodic nuisance rather than a serious danger. Modern construction styles allow houses to
withstand winds in excess of 100 miles an hour, and early warning systems allow people to evacuate.
Thus, most hurricanes of the 21st century take fewer lives than a serious highway accident. As a
result, the world watched in horror as Hurricane Katrina decimated New Orleans in August 2005,
and the calamity seemed all the worse because many felt that technology had advanced far enough
to prevent such tragedies, whether through advanced warning or engineering. Spawning off the
Bahamian coast that month, Katrina quickly grew to be one of the deadliest natural disasters in
American history, killing more than 1,800 people and flooding a heavy majority of one of America's
most famous cities. At first, the storm seemed to be harmless, scooting across the Floridian coast as
a barely noticeable Category 1 storm, but when Katrina reached the warm waters of the Gulf of
Mexico, its winds grew exponentially before slamming into the southern Louisiana coast as a
massive Category 5 hurricane. In addition to the deadly nature of the hurricane, it was also
incredibly destructive as a result of failed levees around the New Orleans area. By the time the
storm had passed, it had wreaked an estimated $108 billion of damage across the region, and the



human suffering, with nearly 2,000 deaths and a million people displaced, was available for viewing
across the world. Naturally, the reactions of political leaders would be heavily scrutinized in the
aftermath, and people studied the lessons to be learned from the disaster to prevent a similar
occurrence in the future. It was only well into the 20th century that meteorologists began to name
storms as a way of distinguishing which storm out of several they were referencing, and it seems
somewhat fitting that the hurricane that traumatized Galveston was nameless. Due to the lack of
technology and warning, many of the people it killed were never identified, and the nameless
corpses were eventually burned in piles of bodies that could not be interred due to the soggy soil.
Others were simply buried at sea. The second deadliest hurricane in American history claimed 2,500
lives, so it's altogether possible that the Galveston hurricane killed over 4 times more than the next
deadliest in the U.S. To this day, it remains the country's deadliest natural disaster. Similarly, the
hurricane that struck southern Florida in September 1928 killed hundreds more, with an estimated
death toll of over 2,500 people. Without the warnings available today, it was inevitable that the
Category 5 hurricane wrought almost inconceivable destruction as it made landfall in Florida with
winds at nearly 150 miles per hour. In addition to the powerful storm itself, the flooding of Lake
Okeechobee, the 7th largest freshwater lake in the country, exacerbated the damage by spilling
across several hundred square miles, which were covered in up to 20 feet of water in some places.
America's Deadliest Hurricanes: The History of the Three Worst Hurricanes in American History
examines each of the deadly storms, from their meteorological origins to the tolls and aftermath of
each one. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the
hurricanes like never before.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: The Great Hurricane of 1780 Wayne Neely, 2012-09-17
The Great Hurricane of 1780, also known as Hurricane San Calixto II, is one of the most powerful
and deadliest North Atlantic hurricanes on record. Often regarded as a cataclysmic hurricane, the
storm's worst effects were experienced on October 10, 1780. In The Great Hurricane of 1780, author
Wayne Neely chronicles the chaos and destruction it brought to the Caribbean. This storm was likely
generated in the mid Atlantic, not far from the equator; it was first felt in Barbados, where just about
every tree and house on the island was blown down. The storm passed through the Lesser Antilles
and a small portion of the Greater Antilles in the Caribbean between October 10 and October 16 of
1780.Because the storm hit several of the most populous islands in the Caribbean, the death toll was
very high. The official death toll was approximately 22,000 people but some historians have put the
death toll as high as 27,500. Specifics on the hurricane's track and strength are unclear since the
official North Atlantic hurricane database only goes back as far as 1851. Even so, it is a fact that this
hurricane had a tremendous impact on economies in the Caribbean and parts of North America, and
perhaps also played a major role in the outcome of the American Revolution. This thoroughly
researched history considers the intense storm and its aftermath, offering an exploration of an
important historical weather event that has been neglected in previous study.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Hurricanes and the Middle Atlantic States Rick Schwartz,
2007 This reference traces the region's 400-year recorded hurricane history, from Jamestown to the
present, drawing on accounts in newspaper articles, books, private journals, and interviews.
Emphasizing the human side of a hurricane's aftermath rather than scientific aspects, each
hurricane account tells how individuals and communities reacted to the storms. Storms are profiled
in year-by-year entries from the 1600's to the current century.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Storm of the Century Willie Drye, 2003-07 A gripping
chronicle of the most powerful hurricane to ever hit the United States and its devastating aftermath
details the fiercest storm of September 1935 from the perspectives of survivors of the storm, Federal
Emergency Relief Administration employees, and government officials. Reprint.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Catastrophes! Donald R. Prothero, 2011-04-01 Devastating
natural disasters have profoundly shaped human history, leaving us with a respect for the mighty
power of the earth—and a humbling view of our future. Paleontologist and geologist Donald R.
Prothero tells the harrowing human stories behind these catastrophic events. Prothero describes in



gripping detail some of the most important natural disasters in history: • the New Madrid, Missouri,
earthquakes of 1811–1812 that caused church bells to ring in Boston • the 2004 Indian Ocean
tsunami that killed more than 230,000 people • the massive volcanic eruptions of Krakatau, Mount
Tambora, Mount Vesuvius, Mount St. Helens, and Nevado del Ruiz His clear and straightforward
explanations of the forces that caused these disasters accompany gut-wrenching accounts of
terrifying human experiences and a staggering loss of human life. Floods that wash out whole
regions, earthquakes that level a single country, hurricanes that destroy everything in their path—all
are here to remind us of how little control we have over the natural world. Dramatic photographs
and eyewitness accounts recall the devastation wrought by these events, and the people—both
heroes and fools—that are caught up in the earth's relentless forces. Eerie, fascinating, and often
moving, these tales of geologic history and human fortitude and folly will stay with you long after
you put the book down.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: The Worst Hurricanes of All Time Terri Lynn Dougherty,
2019-05-01 Powerful gusts and heavy rains starting in the ocean can mean only one thing:
hurricane! The stormÕs forceful winds can uproot trees and send cars flitting through the air. From
Hurricane Katrina to the Great Hurricane of 1780, stand up to the storm surges and read about the
worst hurricanes in history.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Strengthening Post-Hurricane Supply Chain Resilience
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Policy and Global Affairs, Office of
Special Projects, Committee on Building Adaptable and Resilient Supply Chains After Hurricanes
Harvey, Irma, and Maria, 2020-04-02 Resilient supply chains are crucial to maintaining the
consistent delivery of goods and services to the American people. The modern economy has made
supply chains more interconnected than ever, while also expanding both their range and fragility. In
the third quarter of 2017, Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria revealed some significant
vulnerabilities in the national and regional supply chains of Texas, Florida, the U.S. Virgin Islands,
and Puerto Rico. The broad impacts and quick succession of these three hurricanes also shed light
on the effectiveness of the nation's disaster logistics efforts during response through recovery.
Drawing on lessons learned during the 2017 hurricanes, this report explores future strategies to
improve supply chain management in disaster situations. This report makes recommendations to
strengthen the roles of continuity planning, partnerships between civic leaders with small
businesses, and infrastructure investment to ensure that essential supply chains will remain
operational in the next major disaster. Focusing on the supply chains food, fuel, water,
pharmaceutical, and medical supplies, the recommendations of this report will assist the Federal
Emergency Management Agency as well as state and local officials, private sector decision makers,
civic leaders, and others who can help ensure that supply chains remain robust and resilient in the
face of natural disasters.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Tropical Cyclone Intensity Analysis Using Satellite Data
Vernon F. Dvorak, 1984
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Army Support During the Hurricane Katrina Disaster James
A. Wombwell, 2011 This is a print on demand edition of a hard to find publication. Hurricane
Katrina, in Aug. 2005, was the costliest hurricane as well as one of the five deadliest storms in U.S.
history. It caused extensive destruction along the Gulf coast from central Florida to Texas. Some
22,000 Active-Duty Army personnel assisted with relief-and-recovery operations in Mississippi and
Louisiana. At the same time, all 50 states sent approx. 50,000 National Guard personnel to deal with
the storm¿s aftermath. Because the media coverage of this disaster tended toward the sensational
more than the analytical, many important stories remain to be told in a dispassionate manner. This
study offers a dispassionate analysis of the Army¿s response to the natural disaster by providing a
detailed account of the operations in Louisiana and Mississippi.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Tropical Cyclones of the North Atlantic Ocean, 1871-1992 ,
1993
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Sea of Storms Stuart B. Schwartz, 2016-07-26 A panoramic



social history of hurricanes in the Caribbean The diverse cultures of the Caribbean have been
shaped as much by hurricanes as they have by diplomacy, commerce, or the legacy of colonial rule.
In this panoramic work of social history, Stuart Schwartz examines how Caribbean societies have
responded to the dangers of hurricanes, and how these destructive storms have influenced the
region's history, from the rise of plantations, to slavery and its abolition, to migrations, racial
conflict, and war. Taking readers from the voyages of Columbus to the devastation of Hurricane
Katrina, Schwartz looks at the ethical, political, and economic challenges that hurricanes posed to
the Caribbean’s indigenous populations and the different European peoples who ventured to the
New World to exploit its riches. He describes how the United States provided the model for
responding to environmental threats when it emerged as a major power and began to exert its
influence over the Caribbean in the nineteenth century, and how the region’s governments came to
assume greater responsibilities for prevention and relief, efforts that by the end of the twentieth
century were being questioned by free-market neoliberals. Schwartz sheds light on catastrophes like
Katrina by framing them within a long and contentious history of human interaction with the natural
world. Spanning more than five centuries and drawing on extensive archival research in Europe and
the Americas, Sea of Storms emphasizes the continuing role of race, social inequality, and economic
ideology in the shaping of our responses to natural disaster.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: A Failure of Initiative United States. Congress. House.
Select Bipartisan Committee to Investigate the Preparation for and Response to Hurricane Katrina,
2006
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Inside the Hurricane Pete Davies, 2001-09-01 In Inside
the Hurricane, Pete Davies sweeps readers from the Caribbean to the Bay of Bengal, describing both
the horrifying violence and the eerie beauty of hurricanes. He explains the weather conditions that
foster them; discusses in lucid detail how scientists predict, measure, and track them; and delves
into mysteries scientists are still trying to solve. From apocalyptic devastation in Central America to
a frantic race against time in Miami, Pete Davies take you as close to the storm as it's possible to go.
He tracks the greatest hurricanes in history and takes you along for a wild ride as he recounts his
experiences following and flying directly into the worst storms of 1999 with the scientists who do it
for living; he explores the science of why hurricanes occur and how to predict their onslaughts more
accurately; and he describes the mounting panic of those frantically making preparations as 1999's
biggest storm, Floyd, looms. A winning combination of history, science, and adventure, Inside the
Hurricane leaves readers with a chilling reminder of nature's enduring domination over man. Going
face to face with nature at its most violent, Inside the Hurricane is a gripping, frightening, and
brilliantly instructive book about the deadliest storms known to man.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Horrors of History: City of the Dead T. Neill Anderson,
2013-08-01 The year was 1900--a time before cars, evacuation routes, and up-to-the-minute weather
reports. It was the day the deadliest storm in US history hammered Galveston, Texas. It was the day
an entire island city was nearly wiped from existence. At the onset of the hurricane, Albert Campbell
and the other boys at the orphanage kicked and splashed in the emerging puddles. Daisy Thorne
read letters from her fiancé, and Sam Young wondered if his telegram had reached the mainland,
warning his family of the weather. Just a few hours later, torrential rains and crushing tidal waves
had flooded the metropolis. Winds upwards of one hundred miles per hour swept entire houses and
trees down the streets. Debris slashed through the air; bodies whirled amid the rushing waters.
Albert, Daisy, and Sam weren’t safe. No one was. Based on an historic natural disaster, CITY OF
THE DEAD weaves together a shocking story where some miraculously survive . . . and many others
are tragically lost. CITY OF THE DEAD is the first book in the Horrors of History series. The series
commemorates horrific, life-changing events in our nation's past. Each novel makes history
accessible with a combination of thorough research, descriptions of a specific time period, narrative
accounts of actual historical persons, and fictionalized characters.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: The Deadliest Hurricanes Then and Now (The
Deadliest #2, Scholastic Focus) Deborah Hopkinson, 2022-01-04 Perfect for fans of I Survived



and the Who Was series! Packed with graphics, photos, and facts for curious minds, this is a
gripping look at America's deadliest hurricane. As a hurricane gathered in the Caribbean, blue skies
covered Galveston, Texas. Scientists knew a storm was coming. But none of them were able to
prepare Galveston for the force of the hurricane that hit on September 8, 1900. The water from the
storm surge pulled houses off their foundations, and the winds toppled telephone poles and trees
like toothpicks. And amid the chaos, Galveston's residents did all they could to rescue one another.
From the meteorologists tracking the storm, to the ordinary people who displayed extraordinary
bravery... from the inequitable effects of the disaster, to the science of hurricanes and weather:
Acclaimed Sibert Honor author Deborah Hopkinson brings voices from history to life in this
fast-paced, wide-ranging narrative of the deadliest hurricane in American history. Filled with more
than 50 period photographs and illustrations, charts, facts, and pull-out boxes for eager nonfiction
readers.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Zane and the Hurricane: A Story of Katrina Rodman
Philbrick, 2014-02-25 Newbery Honor author Rodman Philbrick presents a gripping yet poignant
novel about a 12-year-old boy and his dog who become trapped in New Orleans during the horrors of
Hurricane Katrina. Zane Dupree is a charismatic 12-year-old boy of mixed race visiting a relative in
New Orleans when Hurricane Katrina hits. Unexpectedly separated from all family, Zane and his dog
experience the terror of Katrina's wind, rain, and horrific flooding. Facing death, they are rescued
from an attic air vent by a kind, elderly musician and a scrappy young girl--both African American.
The chaos that ensues as storm water drowns the city, shelter and food vanish, and police contribute
to a dangerous, frightening atmosphere, creates a page-turning tale that completely engrosses the
reader. Based on the facts of the worst hurricane disaster in U.S. history, Philbrick includes the
lawlessness and lack of government support during the disaster as well as the generosity and
courage of those who risked their lives and safety to help others. Here is an unforgettable novel of
heroism in the face of truly challenging circumstances.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: November's Fury Michael Schumacher, 2013-11-01 On
Thursday, November 6, the Detroit News forecasted “moderate to brisk” winds for the Great Lakes.
On Friday, the Port Huron Times-Herald predicted a “moderately severe” storm. Hourly the
warnings became more and more dire. Weather forecasting was in its infancy, however, and radio
communication was not much better; by the time it became clear that a freshwater hurricane of epic
proportions was developing, the storm was well on its way to becoming the deadliest in Great Lakes
maritime history. The ultimate story of man versus nature, November’s Fury recounts the dramatic
events that unfolded over those four days in 1913, as captains eager—or at times forced—to finish
the season tried to outrun the massive storm that sank, stranded, or demolished dozens of boats and
claimed the lives of more than 250 sailors. This is an account of incredible seamanship under
impossible conditions, of inexplicable blunders, heroic rescue efforts, and the sad aftermath of
recovering bodies washed ashore and paying tribute to those lost at sea. It is a tragedy made all the
more real by the voices of men—now long deceased—who sailed through and survived the storm,
and by a remarkable array of photographs documenting the phenomenal damage this not-so-perfect
storm wreaked. The consummate storyteller of Great Lakes lore, Michael Schumacher at long last
brings this violent storm to terrifying life, from its first stirrings through its slow-mounting
destructive fury to its profound aftereffects, many still felt to this day.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: What Was Hurricane Katrina? Robin Koontz, Who HQ,
2015-08-11 On August 25th, 2005, one of the deadliest and most destructive hurricanes in history hit
the Gulf of Mexico. High winds and rain pummeled coastal communities, including the City of New
Orleans, which was left under 15 feet of water in some areas after the levees burst. Track this
powerful storm from start to finish, from rescue efforts large and small to storm survivors’ tales of
triumph.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Hurricanes! (New & Updated Edition) Gail Gibbons,
2019-01-15 What in the world is a hurricane? In this age of extreme weather, this newly updated
edition of Gail Gibbons' informative introduction to hurricanes, with safety tips included, answers



that question. Imagine a force that can toss boats around like toys, wash away bridges, create waves
as high as eighteen feet, and change the shape of a shoreline. With fierce winds and torrential rains,
hurricanes can do all of these things. In this newly revised edition, vetted by weather experts, Gail
Gibbons introduces readers to the concepts of hurricane formation, classification, weather
preparedness, and the ever-evolving technology that helps us try to predict the behavior of these
powerful storms. Extensive updates include refined definitions for hurricane-related vocabulary,
updated information about the wind speeds that define hurricane categories, information on
emergency preparedness, and more. As these weather disturbances become more frequent and
more powerful, Hurricanes is the perfect introduction for children to this important and timely topic.
With her signature clear, colorful paintings and well-labeled diagrams, Gail Gibbons' nonfiction titles
have been called staples of any collection (Kirkus Reviews) and offer clear, accessible introductions
to complex topics for young readers beginning to explore the world.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: A Furious Sky Eric Jay Dolin, 2021-06-01 Weaving together
tales of tragedy and folly, of heroism and scientific progress, best-selling author Eric Jay Dolin shows
how hurricanes have time and again determined the course of American history, from the nameless
storms that threatened the New World voyages to our own era of global warming and megastorms.
Along the way, Dolin introduces a rich cast of unlikely heroes, and forces us to reckon with the
reality that future storms will likely be worse, unless we reimagine our relationship with the planet.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Global Perspectives On Tropical Cyclones: From
Science To Mitigation Johnny C L Chan, Jeffrey D Kepert, 2010-04-30 This book is a completely
rewritten, updated and expanded new edition of the original Global Perspectives on Tropical
Cyclones published in 1995. It presents a comprehensive review of the state of science and
forecasting of tropical cyclones together with the application of this science to disaster mitigation,
hence the tag: From Science to Mitigation.Since the previous volume, enormous progress in
understanding tropical cyclones has been achieved. These advances range from the theoretical
through to ever more sophisticated computer modeling, all underpinned by a vast and growing
range of observations from airborne, space and ocean observation platforms. The growth in
observational capability is reflected by the inclusion of three new chapters on this topic. The chapter
on the effects of climate change on tropical cyclone activity is also new, and appropriate given the
recent intense debate on this issue. The advances in the understanding of tropical cyclones which
have led to significant improvements in forecasting track, intensity, rainfall and storm surge, are
reviewed in detail over three chapters. For the first time, a chapter on seasonal prediction is
included. The book concludes with an important chapter on disaster mitigation, which is timely given
the enormous loss of life in recent tropical cyclone disasters.World Scientific Series on Asia-Pacific
Weather and Climate is indexed in SCOPUS.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: The Geography of Risk Gilbert M. Gaul, 2019-09-03 This
century has seen the costliest hurricanes in U.S. history—but who bears the brunt of these monster
storms? Consider this: Five of the most expensive hurricanes in history have made landfall since
2005: Katrina ($160 billion), Ike ($40 billion), Sandy ($72 billion), Harvey ($125 billion), and Maria
($90 billion). With more property than ever in harm’s way, and the planet and oceans warming
dangerously, it won’t be long before we see a $250 billion hurricane. Why? Because Americans have
built $3 trillion worth of property in some of the riskiest places on earth: barrier islands and coastal
floodplains. And they have been encouraged to do so by what Gilbert M. Gaul reveals in The
Geography of Risk to be a confounding array of federal subsidies, tax breaks, low-interest loans,
grants, and government flood insurance that shift the risk of life at the beach from private investors
to public taxpayers, radically distorting common notions of risk. These federal incentives, Gaul
argues, have resulted in one of the worst planning failures in American history, and the costs to
taxpayers are reaching unsustainable levels. We have become responsible for a shocking array of
coastal amenities: new roads, bridges, buildings, streetlights, tennis courts, marinas, gazebos, and
even spoiled food after hurricanes. The Geography of Risk will forever change the way you think
about the coasts, from the clash between economic interests and nature, to the heated politics of



regulators and developers.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Communities in Action National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine, Health and Medicine Division, Board on Population Health and Public
Health Practice, Committee on Community-Based Solutions to Promote Health Equity in the United
States, 2017-04-27 In the United States, some populations suffer from far greater disparities in
health than others. Those disparities are caused not only by fundamental differences in health status
across segments of the population, but also because of inequities in factors that impact health
status, so-called determinants of health. Only part of an individual's health status depends on his or
her behavior and choice; community-wide problems like poverty, unemployment, poor education,
inadequate housing, poor public transportation, interpersonal violence, and decaying neighborhoods
also contribute to health inequities, as well as the historic and ongoing interplay of structures,
policies, and norms that shape lives. When these factors are not optimal in a community, it does not
mean they are intractable: such inequities can be mitigated by social policies that can shape health
in powerful ways. Communities in Action: Pathways to Health Equity seeks to delineate the causes of
and the solutions to health inequities in the United States. This report focuses on what communities
can do to promote health equity, what actions are needed by the many and varied stakeholders that
are part of communities or support them, as well as the root causes and structural barriers that need
to be overcome.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: The Pig Book Citizens Against Government Waste,
2013-09-17 The federal government wastes your tax dollars worse than a drunken sailor on shore
leave. The 1984 Grace Commission uncovered that the Department of Defense spent $640 for a
toilet seat and $436 for a hammer. Twenty years later things weren't much better. In 2004, Congress
spent a record-breaking $22.9 billion dollars of your money on 10,656 of their pork-barrel projects.
The war on terror has a lot to do with the record $413 billion in deficit spending, but it's also the
result of pork over the last 18 years the likes of: - $50 million for an indoor rain forest in Iowa - $102
million to study screwworms which were long ago eradicated from American soil - $273,000 to
combat goth culture in Missouri - $2.2 million to renovate the North Pole (Lucky for Santa!) -
$50,000 for a tattoo removal program in California - $1 million for ornamental fish research Funny in
some instances and jaw-droppingly stupid and wasteful in others, The Pig Book proves one thing
about Capitol Hill: pork is king!
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: The Deadliest, Costliest, and Most Intense United States
Hurricanes of this Century (and Other Frequently Requested Hurricane Facts) Paul J. Hebert, Jerry
D. Jarrell, Max Mayfield, 1996 Lists of the thirty United States deadliest and costliest land falling
hurricanes during this century have been compiled from all data sources available at the Tropical
Prediction Center (TPC). Damages are given both before and after adjustment for inflation. In
addition, all major hurricanes which have made landfall in the United States during this century are
listed. Some additional statistics on United States hurricanes of this and previous centuries and
tropical cyclones in general are also presented
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Surviving the Galveston Hurricane Joann Cleland,
2009-08 Read This Graphic Illustrated Book To Experience The History And Devastation Of The 1900
Galveston Hurricane.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: The British Raid on Essex Jerry Roberts, 2014-04-30 This
is the dynamic account of one of the most destructive maritime actions to take place in Connecticut
history: the 1814 British attack on the privateers of Pettipaug, known today as the British Raid on
Essex. During the height of the War of 1812, 136 Royal marines and sailors made their way up the
Connecticut River from warships anchored in Long Island Sound. Guided by a well-paid American
traitor the British navigated the Saybrook shoals and advanced up the river under cover of darkness.
By the time it was over, the British had burned twenty-seven American vessels, including six newly
built privateers. It was the largest single maritime loss of the war. Yet this story has been virtually
left out of the history books—the forgotten battle of the forgotten war. This new account from author
and historian Jerry Roberts is the definitive overview of this event and includes a wealth of new



information drawn from recent research and archaeological finds. Lavish illustrations and detailed
maps bring the battle to life.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Hurricanes and Society in the British Greater
Caribbean, 1624–1783 Matthew Mulcahy, 2008-08-11 Hurricanes created unique challenges for
the colonists in the British Greater Caribbean during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
These storms were entirely new to European settlers and quickly became the most feared part of
their physical environment, destroying staple crops and provisions, leveling plantations and towns,
disrupting shipping and trade, and resulting in major economic losses for planters and widespread
privation for slaves. In this study, Matthew Mulcahy examines how colonists made sense of
hurricanes, how they recovered from them, and the role of the storms in shaping the development of
the region's colonial settlements. Hurricanes and Society in the British Greater Caribbean,
1624–1783 provides a useful new perspective on several topics including colonial science, the
plantation economy, slavery, and public and private charity. By integrating the West Indies into the
larger story of British Atlantic colonization, Mulcahy's work contributes to early American history,
Atlantic history, environmental history, and the growing field of disaster studies.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Climatological Data United States. Weather Bureau, 1959
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: There is No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster Gregory
Squires, Chester Hartman, 2013-01-11 There is No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster is the first
comprehensive critical book on the catastrophic impact of Hurricane Katrina on New Orleans. The
disaster will go down on record as one of the worst in American history, not least because of the
government’s inept and cavalier response. But it is also a huge story for other reasons; the impact of
the hurricane was uneven, and race and class were deeply implicated in the unevenness. Hartman
and. Squires assemble two dozen critical scholars and activists who present a multifaceted portrait
of the social implications of the disaster. The book covers the response to the disaster and the roles
that race and class played, its impact on housing and redevelopment, the historical context of urban
disasters in America and the future of economic development in the region. It offers strategic
guidance for key actors - government agencies, financial institutions, neighbourhood organizations -
in efforts to rebuild shattered communities.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: When the Sky Breaks Simon Winchester, 2017-01-31 New
York Times bestselling author Simon Winchester looks at which way the wind blows in this exciting
book about giant storms. Simon Winchester is an avid weather watcher. He’s scanned the skies in
Oklahoma, waiting for the ominous “finger” of a tornado to touch the Earth. He’s hunkered down in
Hong Kong when typhoon warning signals went up. He’s visited the world’s hottest and wettest
places, reported on fierce whirlpools, and sailed around South Africa looking for freak winds and
waves. He knows about the worst weather in the world. A master nonfiction storyteller, Winchester
looks at how, when, where, and why hurricanes, typhoons, cyclones, and tornadoes start brewing,
how they build, and what happens when these giant storms hit. His lively narrative also includes an
historical look at how we learned about weather systems and where we’re headed because of
climate change. Stunning photographs illustrate the power of these giant storms.
  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Hurricanes and Typhoons Richard J. Murnane, Kam-biu Liu,
2004-12-01 This book surveys the past, present, and potential future variability of hurricanes and
typhoons on a variety of timescales using newly developed approaches based on geological and
archival records, in addition to more traditional approaches based on the analysis of the historical
record of tropical cyclone tracks. A unique aspect of the book is that it provides an overview of the
developing field of paleotempestology, which uses geological, biological, and documentary evidence
to reconstruct prehistoric changes in hurricane landfall. The book also presents a particularly wide
sampling of ongoing efforts to extend the best track data sets using historical material from many
sources, including Chinese archives, British naval logbooks, Spanish colonial records, and early
diaries from South Carolina. The book will be of particular interest to tropical meteorologists,
geologists, and climatologists as well as to the catastrophe reinsurance industry, graduate students
in meteorology, and public employees active in planning and emergency management.



  5 worst hurricanes in us history: Encyclopedia of Hurricanes, Typhoons, and Cyclones,
New Edition David Longshore, 2010-05-12 Presents a detailed encyclopedia of named hurricanes,
typhoons and cyclones, descriptions of storm activity, definitions of meteorological terms, and more.
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