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Elmore Leonard, the master of crime fiction, left behind a legacy that extends far beyond his
captivating narratives. His minimalist style, sharp dialogue, and unflinching portrayals of the criminal
underworld continue to inspire writers today. Understanding the “10 Rules of Writing Elmore Leonard”
is not just an exercise in literary appreciation; it’s a masterclass in crafting compelling, page-turning
fiction that resonates with readers and impacts the industry.

H1: Decoding the 10 Rules of Writing Elmore Leonard

Leonard himself famously articulated ten rules, guidelines he followed to achieve his signature style.
These "10 rules of writing Elmore Leonard" aren't rigid commandments, but rather insightful
observations distilled from a lifetime of writing. Analyzing them offers valuable lessons for aspiring
writers across various genres.

H2: Rule 1: Never open with weather.

This seemingly simple rule highlights Leonard’s focus on immediate action and character introduction.
Instead of setting the scene with lengthy descriptions, he plunges the reader directly into the
narrative. The implication for the industry is a shift towards a more concise and impactful opening,
demanding immediate engagement from the reader.

H2: Rule 2: Avoid prologues.

Prologues often serve as exposition dumps, slowing the pacing. Leonard prioritized narrative
momentum, believing that the story should propel itself forward from the very first sentence. This rule
emphasizes the importance of a strong opening hook in capturing the reader's attention – a crucial
element in today's fast-paced publishing landscape.

H2: Rule 3: Never use a verb other than "said" to carry dialogue.



Leonard’s emphasis on "said" keeps the focus on the dialogue itself, preventing unnecessary
adornment that can interrupt the flow. This directly impacts the industry by encouraging clear,
concise writing that lets the characters’ voices shine.

H2: Rule 4: Never use an adverb to modify the verb "said".

This rule reinforces the previous one, maintaining the clean, uncluttered style that characterizes
Leonard’s work. Adverbs can often be redundant, weakening the impact of the dialogue. The influence
on the industry is a preference for strong verbs and carefully chosen dialogue that conveys emotion
and character without relying on adverbs.

H2: Rule 5: Keep your exclamation points under control.

Excessive exclamation points disrupt the narrative rhythm. Leonard's restrained use of punctuation
creates a sense of realism and subtly conveys intensity. The implication for the industry is a growing
appreciation for understated writing that allows the reader to infer emotion rather than being
explicitly told.

H2: Rule 6: Never use the words "suddenly" or "all hell broke loose."

These clichés detract from the originality and impact of the narrative. Leonard’s preference for
precise language necessitates active engagement with word choice, encouraging writers to find fresh
and impactful phrasing. The industry benefits from this principle by seeing a renewed emphasis on
finding unique and vivid language.

H2: Rule 7: Use regional dialect, but sparingly.

While using dialect can add authenticity, overuse can alienate readers. Leonard’s approach
emphasizes finding a balance between realism and readability. This encourages a nuanced approach
to character development and setting, shaping the landscape of modern character-driven narratives.

H2: Rule 8: Avoid detailed descriptions of characters.

Leonard’s focus was on action and dialogue, allowing the reader to infer physical characteristics
through behavior and interaction. This emphasizes showing rather than telling, a crucial aspect of
narrative technique that significantly impacts the industry's preference for dynamic and engaging
character portrayals.

H2: Rule 9: Don't go into great detail describing places and things.

Similar to character descriptions, concise descriptions of settings and objects maintain the narrative
pace. This rule reinforces the importance of economy in writing, creating a more impactful reading
experience for the modern reader.



H2: Rule 10: Try to leave out the parts that readers tend to skip.

This is perhaps the most crucial rule. Leonard understood the importance of engaging the reader from
beginning to end. This emphasis on reader engagement influences the industry by highlighting the
necessity of focused storytelling, avoiding unnecessary tangents that might lose the reader's
attention. This impacts the overall structure and pacing of the novels produced.

H1: The Enduring Legacy of the "10 Rules of Writing Elmore Leonard"

The "10 rules of writing Elmore Leonard" offer a timeless blueprint for crafting compelling crime
fiction and beyond. They highlight the importance of concise writing, impactful dialogue, and a deep
understanding of narrative structure. These rules are not mere stylistic choices but fundamental
principles that shape the reader's experience and leave a lasting impact on the industry. They
encourage writers to prioritize clarity, concision, and a deep understanding of their craft. By following
these principles, writers can create narratives that are both engaging and enduring.

Conclusion:

Elmore Leonard's ten rules offer invaluable guidance for aspiring writers, encouraging a return to the
fundamentals of storytelling. The impact on the industry is a renewed focus on clear, concise prose,
impactful dialogue, and a commitment to reader engagement. These rules remain a vital resource for
anyone seeking to master the art of narrative.

FAQs:

Are Elmore Leonard's rules applicable to genres other than crime fiction? Yes, many of his1.
principles, such as concise writing and strong dialogue, are beneficial across genres.

Can I break Elmore Leonard's rules? Certainly. Rules are guidelines, not rigid laws. However,1.
understanding why he formulated them provides valuable insight into effective storytelling.

How do Leonard's rules impact character development? They encourage showing rather than1.
telling, allowing readers to infer character traits through actions and dialogue.

What's the importance of pacing in Leonard's style? Pacing is paramount. His rules emphasize1.
avoiding unnecessary descriptions and maintaining narrative momentum.



How do Leonard's rules affect the overall tone of a novel? They contribute to a realistic,1.
understated tone, avoiding excessive melodrama.

Does following these rules guarantee success? No, but they significantly increase the chances1.
of creating a compelling and readable story.

Where can I find more examples of Leonard's writing style? Read his novels! Start with classics1.
like Get Shorty or Out of Sight.

Are there any modern writers who emulate Leonard's style? Many contemporary crime writers1.
have been influenced by Leonard, though identifying direct emulators is challenging.

How do these rules help with revision? They provide a framework for evaluating and tightening1.
prose, eliminating unnecessary elements.

Related Articles:

Analyzing Elmore Leonard's Dialogue: A Masterclass in Conversational Realism: This article1.
delves deep into Leonard’s distinctive dialogue style and its impact on the reader.

The Power of Minimalism in Elmore Leonard's Fiction: An exploration of how Leonard's1.
minimalist style contributes to the impact of his stories.

Elmore Leonard's Use of Setting: Showing, Not Telling: This piece focuses on how Leonard1.
avoids lengthy descriptions yet paints vivid pictures through subtle details.

Character Development in Elmore Leonard's Novels: Subtly and Suggestion: An analysis of1.
Leonard's approach to character creation, emphasizing indirect portrayal.



Pacing and Structure in Elmore Leonard's Work: A Study of Narrative Momentum: Examining1.
how Leonard maintains narrative momentum and avoids pacing issues.

Thematic Explorations in Elmore Leonard's Crime Fiction: This article delves into the recurring1.
themes and motifs present in Leonard's novels.

Elmore Leonard's Influence on Contemporary Crime Fiction: An exploration of the lasting impact1.
of Leonard's work on modern crime writing.

Comparing Elmore Leonard's Style to Other Crime Writers: A comparative analysis of Leonard's1.
style with other notable crime fiction authors.

Elmore Leonard's Screenwriting Career: Adapting His Novels to Film: This article explores1.
Leonard's successful transition from novels to screenplays.

  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Elmore Leonard's 10 Rules of Writing Elmore
Leonard, 2009-10-13 These are the rules I've picked up along the way to help me remain invisible
when I'm writing a book, to help me show rather than tell what's taking place in the story.—Elmore
Leonard For aspiring writers and lovers of the written word, this concise guide breaks down the
writing process with simplicity and clarity. From adjectives and exclamation points to dialect and
hoopetedoodle, Elmore Leonard explains what to avoid, what to aspire to, and what to do when it
sounds like writing (rewrite). Beautifully designed, filled with free-flowing, elegant illustrations and
specially priced, Elmore Leonard's 10 Rules of Writing is the perfect writer's—and reader's—gift.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Out of Sight Elmore Leonard, 2012-02-16 OUT OF SIGHT
was made into the highly-acclaimed movie starring George Clooney and Jennifer Lopez. Jack Foley
was busting out of Florida's Glades Prison when he ran head-on into Karen Sisco with a shotgun.
Suddenly the world-class gentleman felon was sharing a cramped car trunk with a disarmed federal
marshal - whose Chanel suit cost more than the take from Foley's last bank job - and the chemistry
was working overtime. Here's a lady Jack could fall for in a big way, if she weren't a dedicated
representative of the law that he breaks for a living. And as soon as she escapes, he's already
missing her. But there are some seriously bad men and a major score waiting for Jack in Motown.
And there's a good chance that when his path crosses Karen's again, she's going to be there for
business, not pleasure.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: On Writing Stephen King, 2014-12
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Raylan Elmore Leonard, 2012-02-16 The star of



JUSTIFIED returns in a stunning new novel from 'the greatest crime writer who ever lived' [Dennis
Lehane]. US Marshal Raylan Givens, star of the series JUSTIFIED, and protagonist of RIDING THE
RAP, PRONTO and the story 'Fire in the Hole', is back in action, this time with a federal warrant to
serve on a dope dealer named Angel Arenas, a man 'born in the U.S. but a hundred percent of him
Hispanic'. The state troopers are impressed when the marshal struts into the convict's hotel room
without drawing his gun, but Raylan soon finds that Angel's already been the victim of another
crime, one that's way bigger than a few pot plants, and clearly the work of a professional ... RAYLAN
shows Elmore Leonard at the height of his powers, as we follow one of his favourite protagonists
through a series of adventures with unlikely villains. As ever, the work is filled with unexpected
twists and the most vibrant, crackling dialogue currently available in the English language.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Henry Miller on Writing Henry Miller, 1964 Some of the
most rewarding pages in Henry Miller's books concern his self-education as a writer. He tells, as few
great writers ever have, how he set his goals, how he discovered the excitement of using words, how
the books he read influenced him, and how he learned to draw on his own experience.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Swag Elmore Leonard, 2012-12-26 This brilliant caper
(New York Times) from bestselling author Elmore Leonard is a rollicking tale of modern urban crime
featuring a cast of small-time criminals with big-time dreams. Ernest Stickley Jr. figures his luck's
about to change when Detroit used-car salesman Frank Ryan catches him trying to boost a ride from
Ryan's lot. Frank's got some surefire schemes for getting rich quick—all of them involving guns—and
all Stickley has to do is follow Ryan's Rules to share the wealth. But sometimes rules need to be
bent, maybe even broken to succeed in the world of crime, especially when the brains of the
operation knows less than nothing.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Nabokov's Favorite Word Is Mauve Ben Blatt, 2017-03-14
Blatt brings big data to the literary canon, exploring the wealth of fun findings that remain hidden in
the works of the world's greatest writers. He assembles a database of thousands of books and
hundreds of millions of words, and starts asking the questions that have intrigued curious word
nerds and book lovers for generations: What are our favorite authors' favorite words? Do men and
women write differently? Are bestsellers getting dumber over time? Which bestselling writer uses
the most clichaes? What makes a great opening sentence? How can we judge a book by its cover?
And which writerly advice is worth following or ignoring?--Amazon.com.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Critical Essays on Elmore Leonard Charles J. Rzepka,
2020-02-17 A scholarly exploration of Elmore Leonard—provides original essays and fresh insights
on the author’s works and influence Labelled as the closest thing America has to a national novelist,
Elmore Leonard's clean and direct writing, engaging bad guys, and deadpan humor resonate with
readers around the nation and throughout the world. Popular films based on his books continue to
introduce new audiences to Leonard's unique way of engaging with complex themes of American
culture and pop-culture history. Yet surprisingly, academic treatments of his writing are almost
nonexistent. Critical Essays on Elmore Leonard is an original anthology that covers the topics,
themes, literary and narrative style, and enduring influences of one of the finest crime writers in the
history of the genre. This unique collection of essays explores the ways in which Leonard’s work
reflects America's dynamic, ever-changing culture. Divided into two parts, the book first examines
major themes and topics in Leonard's works, followed by detailed case studies of five individual
works including Get Shorty and Out of Sight. Essays discuss topics such as Leonard's skill at
conveying sense of place, his use of dress and appearance in his crime fiction, the influence of
romantic comedies and westerns on his writing, and the concepts of moral luck, determinism, and
existentialism found in his novels. Unique and thoroughly original, this book: Covers Leonard's
entire career, including his early Western novels and his work in visual media Illustrates Leonard's
genius at handling free indirect discourse Discusses the author's influence, legacy, and
contemporary relevance in various contexts Explores Leonard's success at making himself invisible
in his own writing Includes an insightful introduction from the book's editor Critical Essays on
Elmore Leonard is an ideal resource for academics and students in the field of genre studies,



especially crime fiction, and general readers with interest in the subject.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Charlie Martz and Other Stories Elmore Leonard,
2015-06-16 A collection of fifteen stories, eleven of which have never been previously published,
from the early career of bestselling American master Elmore Leonard. Over his long and illustrious
career, Elmore Leonard was recognized as one of the greatest crime writers of all time, the author of
dozens of bestselling books—many adapted for the big screen—as well as a master of short fiction. A
superb stylist whose crisp, tight prose crackled with trademark wit and sharp dialogue, Leonard
remains the standard for crime fiction and a literary model for writers of every genre. Marked by his
unmistakable grit and humor, the stories in Charlie Martz and Other Stories—produced early in his
career, when he was making his name particularly with westerns—reveal a writer in transition,
exploring new voices and locations, from the bars of small-town New Mexico and Michigan to a film
set in Hollywood, a hotel in Southern Spain, even a military base in Kuala Lumpur. They also
introduce us to classic Leonard characters, some who recur throughout the collection, such as aging
lawman Charlie Martz and weary former matador Eladio Montoya. Devoted Leonard aficionados and
fans new to his fiction will marvel at these early works that reveal an artist on the cusp of greatness.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: The Big Bounce Elmore Leonard, 2012-02-09 The
beguiling story of a man, a woman and a nasty crime, from 'the hottest thriller writer in the US'
[Time]. But the whole deal, staying and going along with her idea, both, depended really on how
much nerve he had. Which she would have to find out... Nancy Hayes has plenty of feminine charm -
and the instincts of a shark. Jack Ryan is handy with his fists, and has all the cunning of an ex-con.
Now, in a Michigan resort town, a rich man wants Jack gone and Nancy for himself. For Jack, the
choice is clear: Nancy's promises of pleasure, her crazy, thrill-seeking schemes of breaking into
homes, shooting guns and maybe stealing a whole lot of money is driving him mad. But there is one
thing Jack doesn't know yet. Nancy is planning the deadliest thrill of all...
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Road Dogs Elmore Leonard, 2009-05-12 “Road Dogs is
terrific, and Elmore Leonard is in a class of one.” —Dennis Lehane, author of Shutter Island and
Mystic River “You know from the first sentence that you’re in the hands of the original Daddy
Cool....This one’ll kill you.” —Stephen King Elmore Leonard is eternal. In Road Dogs, the PEN USA
Lifetime Achievement Award winner and “America’s greatest crime master” (Newsweek) brings
back three of his favorite characters—Jack Foley from Out of Sight, Cundo Rey from La Brava, and
Dawn Navarro from Riding the Rap—for a twisting, explosive, always surprising masterwork of
crime fiction the San Francisco Chronicle calls, “a sly, violent, funny and superbly written story of
friendship, greed, and betrayal.”
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Close Range Annie Proulx, 2007-12-01 From the Pulitzer
Prize–winning and bestselling author of The Shipping News and Accordion Crimes comes one of the
most celebrated short story collections of our time. Annie Proulx's masterful language and fierce
love of Wyoming are evident in this collection of stories about loneliness, quick violence, and wrong
kinds of love. In The Mud Below, a rodeo rider's obsession marks the deepening fissures between his
family life and self-imposed isolation. In The Half-Skinned Steer, an elderly fool drives west to the
ranch he grew up on for his brother's funeral, and dies a mile from home. In Brokeback Mountain,
the difficult affair between two cowboys survives everything but the world's violent intolerance.
These are stories of desperation, hard times, and unlikely elation, set in a landscape both brutal and
magnificent. Enlivened by folk tales, flights of fancy, and details of ranch and rural work, they
juxtapose Wyoming's traditional character and attitudes—confrontation of tough problems,
prejudice, persistence in the face of difficulty—with the more benign values of the new west. Stories
in Close Range have appeared in The New Yorker, The Atlantic Monthly, Harper's, and GQ. They
have been selected for the O. Henry Stories 1998 and The Best American Short Stories of the
Century and have won the National Magazine Award for Fiction. This is work by an author writing at
the peak of her craft.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Sweet Thursday John Steinbeck, 2008-07-29 A Penguin
Classic In Monterey, on the California coast, Sweet Thursday is what they call the day after Lousy



Wednesday, which is one of those days that are just naturally bad. Returning to the scene of Cannery
Row—the weedy lots and junk heaps and flophouses of Monterey, John Steinbeck once more brings
to life the denizens of a netherworld of laughter and tears—from Doc, based on Steinbeck’s lifelong
friend Ed Ricketts, to Fauna, new headmistress of the local brothel, to Hazel, a bum whose mother
must have wanted a daughter. This Penguin Classics edition features an introduction and notes by
Robert DeMott. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers
trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Politics and the English Language George Orwell,
2021-01-01 George Orwell set out ‘to make political writing into an art’, and to a wide extent this
aim shaped the future of English literature – his descriptions of authoritarian regimes helped to form
a new vocabulary that is fundamental to understanding totalitarianism. While 1984 and Animal Farm
are amongst the most popular classic novels in the English language, this new series of Orwell’s
essays seeks to bring a wider selection of his writing on politics and literature to a new readership.
In Politics and the English Language, the second in the Orwell’s Essays series, Orwell takes aim at
the language used in politics, which, he says, ‘is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder
respectable, and to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind’. In an age where the language used
in politics is constantly under the microscope, Orwell’s Politics and the English Language is just as
relevant today, and gives the reader a vital understanding of the tactics at play. 'A writer who can –
and must – be rediscovered with every age.' — Irish Times
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Rum Punch Elmore Leonard, 2012-02-16 From America's
top writer of hardboiled crime, the novel that became Tarantino's hit film JACKIE BROWN. Ordell
Robbie makes a fine living selling illegal high-powered weaponry to the wrong people. Jackie Burke
couriers Ordell's profits from Freeport to Miami. But the feds are on to Jackie - and now the aging,
but still hot, flight attendant will have to do prison time or play ball, which makes her a prime 'loose
end' that Ordell needs to tie up...permanently. Jackie, however, has other plans. And with the help of
Max Cherry - an honest but disgruntled bail bondsman looking to get out - she could even end up
with a serious nest egg in the process.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Pagan Babies Elmore Leonard, 2009-10-13 Pagan Babies
is classic crime fiction from the master of suspense, New York Times bestselling author Elmore
Leonard. Father Terry Dunn thought he'd seen everything on the mean streets of Detroit, but that
was before he went on a little retreat to Rwanda to evade a tax-fraud indictment. Now the
whiskey-drinking, Nine Inch Nails T-shirt-wearing padre is back trying to hustle up a score to help
the little orphans of Rwanda. But the fund-raising gets complicated when a former tattletale cohort
pops up on Terry's tail. And then there's the lovely Debbie Dewey. A freshly sprung ex-con turned
stand-up comic, Debbie needs some fast cash, too, to settle an old score. Now they're in together for
a bigger payoff than either could finagle alone. After all, it makes sense...unless Father Terry is
working a con of his own.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: When the Women Come Out to Dance Elmore Leonard,
2009-10-13 The unrivaled master of crime’s first collection of noir stories. . . . “If you thought you
knew all the places Elmore Leonard could take you, think again.”—Mike Lupica In more than 30
books spanning half a century, Elmore Leonard has captured the imagination of millions as few
writers can. A literary icon praised by the New York Times Book Review as “the greatest crime
writer of our time, perhaps ever, ” he has influenced many contemporary writers and is known for
both the quality and accessibility of his writing. In this first collection of short pieces, including two
novella-length works, since his western anthology Tonto Woman, Leonard demonstrates the superb
characterization, dead-on dialogue, vivid atmosphere, and driving plotting that have made him a
household name.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Fall Higher Dean Young, 2011 Dean Young's poems are



as entertaining and imaginative as a three-ring circus painted by Hieronymous Bosch
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: The Hot Kid Elmore Leonard, 2012-02-16 Gun molls,
speakeasies, bank robbers and murder ... Another fantastic thriller from the grandmaster of US
crime fiction. Set in Oklahoma during the 1930s, THE HOT KID is a powerfully entertaining story
and introduces Carl Webster, one of the coolest lawmen ever to draw on a fugitive felon. At 21, Carl
Webster's on his way to becoming the most famous Deputy US Marshal in America. He has shot and
killed notorious bank robber Emmet Long and is now tracking Jack Belmont, the no-good son of an
oil millionaire with dreams of becoming Public Enemy Number One. True Detective writer Tony
Antonelli is following the story, and this one's big, full of beautiful women, Tommy guns and a former
lawman who believes in vigilante justice. THE HOT KID is an exhilarating story played out against
the flapper period of gun molls and Prohibition.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Up In Honey's Room Elmore Leonard, 2011-12-29
'America's greatest crime writer' (Newsweek) brings his genius for characterisation, his rich ear for
dialogue, and his piercing psychological insight to a gripping story set in an era he's never before
explored: the years of the Second World War. The odd thing about Walter Schoen is he's a dead
ringer for Heinrich Himmler. Walter is a member of a spy ring that sends US war production data to
Germany and gives shelter to escaped German prisoners of war. Honey Deal, Walter's American
wife, has given up trying to make him over as a regular guy. She decides it's time to stop telling him
jokes he doesn't understand and get a divorce. Along comes Carl Webster, the Hot Kid of the
Marshals Service, looking for an escaped POW. Carl uses Honey to meet Walter, who Carl believes is
hiding the POW. Honey's a free spirit; she likes the hot kid marshal and doesn't care much that he's
married. But all Carl wants is to do his job without getting shot...
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: The Friends of Eddie Coyle George V. Higgins,
2012-09-06 'The best crime novel ever written' - Elmore Leonard 'If you haven't read George V.
Higgins you can't call yourself a fan of crime fiction' Val McDermid 'Higgins deserves to stand in the
company of Chandler and Hammett as one of the true innovators in crime fiction' Scott Turow When
small-time gunrunner Eddie Coyle is convicted on a felony, he's looking at three years in the pen -
that is, unless he sells out one of his big-fish clients to the DA. But which of the many hoods, gunmen
and executioners he calls his friends should he send up river? Set on the mean streets of Boston and
told almost entirely in crackling dialogue by a vivid cast of cops and lowlifes, The Friends of Eddie
Coyle set a standard for authentically gritty crime fiction that has never been bettered.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Get Shorty Elmore Leonard, 2002-06-04 Mob-connected
loan shark Chili Palmer is sick of the Miami grind. So when he chases a deadbeat client to
Hollywood, he decides to stay. This town of dream makers, glitter, and gorgeous, partially-clad
starlets seems ideal for an enterprising criminal with a cinematic taste.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Hombre Elmore Leonard, 2012-02-16 A classic tale of the
American west from the NEW YORK TIMES bestselling author. John Russell has been raised as an
Apache. Now he's on his way to live as a white man. But when the stagecoach passengers learn who
he is, they want nothing to do with him. That is, until outlaws ride down on them and they must rely
on Russell's guns and his ability to lead them out of the desert. He can't ride with them, but they
must walk with him or die...
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Glitz Elmore Leonard, 2012-02-16 'The night Vincent was
shot he saw it coming...' After being shot by a mugger, Lt. Vincent Mora is convalescing in Puerto
Rico. There he meets Iris, a beautiful young woman who is bored and frustrated, looking for
excitement and a new life. Then she is offered a job as a 'hostess' at a casino in Atlantic city by
Tommy Donovan. But Vincent figures out there is more to this job than Iris realises and he decides
to pay Donovan a visit. To complicate matters, Iris isn't the only one interested in Vincent - he is
being stalked by a man he sent down seven and a half years before, a man out to get his revenge.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: You're a Genius All the Time Regina Weinreich, Jack
Kerouac, 2009-09-09 Jack Kerouac's musings on the creative process are collected together for the
first time in this exquisite book. Inthe 1950s Allen Ginsberg asked Kerouac to formally describe his



spontaneous prose method, resulting in a list of maxims called Belief and Technique for Modern
Prose. Kerouac entertains with sage advice, whether he's offering a sublime reminder to believe in
the holy contour of life or a practical admonition to accept loss forever. With aforeword by Kerouac
scholar Regina Weinreich and select photos from the Kerouac Estate, You're a Genius All theTime is
a beautiful and intimate work of inspiration.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Pronto Elmore Leonard, 2009-10-13 “Speedy,
exhilarating, and smooth. Nobody does it better.” —Washington Post “The man knows how to grab
you—and Pronto is one of the best grabbers in years.” —Entertainment Weekly Fans of U.S. Marshal
Raylan Givens of the hit TV series Justified are in for a major treat. The unstoppable manhunter with
the very itchy trigger finger stars in Pronto, a crime fiction gem from the one and only Elmore
Leonard, “the greatest crime writer of our time, perhaps ever” (New York Times Book Review). The
Grand Master justifies the overwhelming acclaim he has received over the course of his remarkable
career with an electrifying thriller that sends the indomitable Raylan racing to Italy on the trail of a
fugitive bookie who’s hiding from the vengeful Miami mob. The legendary Leonard, whom the
Seattle Times lauds as the “King Daddy of crime writers,” proves that all comparisons to American
noir icons John D. MacDonald, Dashiell Hammett, and James M. Cain are well deserved with this tale
of very dirty doings and extremely dangerous men coming together in the birthplace of Puccini,
Garibaldi, and La Cosa Nostra.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Learning by Heart Corita Kent, Jan Steward, 2008-10-14
Tap into your natural ability to create! Engaging, proven exercises for developing creativity Priceless
resource for teachers, artists, actors, everyone Artist and educator Corita Kent inspired generations
of artists, and the truth of her words We can all talk, we can all write, and if the blocks are removed,
we can all draw and paint and make things still shines through. This revised edition of her classic
work Learning by Heart features a new foreword and a chart of curriculum standards. Kent's
original projects and exercises, developed through more than 30 years as an art teacher and richly
illustrated with 300 thought-provoking images, are as inspiring and as freeing today as they were
during her lifetime. Learn how to challenge fears, be open to new directions, recognize connections
between objects and ideas, and much more in this remarkable, indispensable guide to freeing the
creative spirit within all of us. With new material by art world heavyweights Susan Friel and Barbara
Loste, Learning by Heart brings creative inspiration into the 21st century!
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Mercy's Heroes: The Fight for Human Dignity in the
Bangkok Slums Tom Crowley, 2021-12-07 In Mercy's Heroes, a Vietnam veteran battling with PTSD
turns from the business world to life as a volunteer, helping to rescue and protect street kids in
Bangkok's biggest slum. Here Tom Crowley details the children's efforts to survive abuse and the
struggle for dignity waged by the poorest of families. Interwoven throughout, the author's combat
experiences and pain highlight the question of how to find personal reconciliation amid the struggles
of abused children in the slums. In his efforts to help others, he gains a spiritual understanding
worth much more than his financial loss. At the same time, he learns, You must consign the failures
to the burden the angels can carry and let go of the guilt. This story will resonate with all those who
want to gain a deeper insight into social work at the street level. The successes are to be
celebrated-the losses mourned. Mercy's Heroes portrays the healing that is to be found in helping
others.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: The Tiger's Wife Téa Obreht, 2011-03-08 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • The instant classic debut novel from
the author of Inland and The Morningside, hailed as “a thrilling beginning to what will certainly be a
great literary career” (Elle) “Spectacular . . . [Téa Obreht] spins a tale of such marvel and magic in a
literary voice so enchanting that the mesmerized reader wants her never to stop.”—Entertainment
Weekly “Not since Zadie Smith has a young writer arrived with such power and grace.”—Time ONE
OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times; Entertainment
Weekly; The Christian Science Monitor; The Kansas City Star; Library Journal In a Balkan country
mending from war, Natalia, a young doctor, is compelled to unravel the mysterious circumstances



surrounding her beloved grandfather’s recent death. Searching for clues, she turns to his worn copy
of The Jungle Book and the stories he told her of his encounters over the years with “the deathless
man.” But most extraordinary of all is the story her grandfather never told her—the legend of the
tiger’s wife. Weaving a brilliant latticework of family legend, loss, and love, Téa Obreht, hailed by
Colum McCann as “the most thrilling literary discovery in years,” has spun a timeless novel that will
establish her as one of the most vibrant, original authors of her generation. ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR: The Wall Street Journal, O: The Oprah Magazine, The Economist, Vogue,
Slate, Chicago Tribune, The Seattle Times, Dayton Daily News, Publishers Weekly, Alan Cheuse,
NPR’s All Things Considered
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Labrava Elmore Leonard, 2009-10-13 New York Times
bestselling author Elmore Leonard delivers his trademark blend of action, sex, violence, humor, and
hard-boiled suspense in this thrilling crime classic, LaBrava. Joe La Brava is an ex–Secret Service
agent who gets mixed up in a South Miami Beach scam involving a redneck former cop, a Cuban hit
man who moonlights as a go-go dancer, and a one-time movie queen whose world is part
make-believe, part deadly dangerous. Fast-moving, pitch-perfect, and utterly irresistible, LaBrava is,
“vintage Leonard: a blend of the true-to-life and the totally make-believe, the cinematic and the
suspenseful, the world we know and a whole lot of worlds we’re glad we don’t. Only Leonard can
concoct such a potent cocktail.” (USA Today).
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: How to Be a Good Wife Emma Chapman, 2013-01-03 How
to Be a Good Wife is a haunting and unforgettable literary thriller about the 'perfect marriage', by
Emma Chapman. Marta has been married to Hector for longer than she can remember. She has
always tried hard to be a good wife. But now Hector has come home with a secret. And Marta is
beginning to imagine – or revisit – a terrifying truth . . . 'The unnamed Scandinavian setting has all
the familiar elements of contemporary northern lights noir . . . a ruthless examination of the many
layers of marriage, and a woman's opaque role with it.’ – Guardian
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Evie's War Anna Mackenzie, 2015-06-24 They offered up
the innocence of a generation . . . Evie is 18, straight out of school and excited by the prospect of a
tour of Europe. Instead, she finds herself immersed in war; first in the Home Counties – where the
young New Zealander is confronted not only by society’s restrictions and her family’s expectations,
but by the burgeoning women’s rights movement – then as a VAD nurse tending injured soldiers in a
local hospital. After personal tragedy changes the course of her life, Evie impulsively travels to
Belgium, experiencing first-hand the shambolic horrors in a Casualty Clearing Station just 10 km
behind the Front Lines. War, at first distant, becomes increasingly personal. When her health gives
out, Evie returns to England and a new battle: that of meshing her hard won independence and
experience with the still Edwardian attitudes of her family. From where can she find strength for
love and the resilience to face the future? A heartbreaking and brilliantly poignant novel. 2016
Storylines Notable Junior Fiction Award
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: 28 Artists & 2 Saints Joan Acocella, 2008-02-12 Here is a
dazzling collection from Joan Acocella, one of our most admired cultural critics: thirty-one essays
that consider the life and work of some of the most influential artists of our time (and two saints:
Joan of Arc and Mary Magdalene). Acocella writes about Primo Levi, Holocaust survivor and
chemist, who wrote the classic memoir, Survival in Auschwitz; M.F.K. Fisher who, numb with grief
over her husband’s suicide, dictated the witty and classic How to Cook a Wolf; and many other
subjects, including Dorothy Parker, Mikhail Baryshnikov, and Saul Bellow. Twenty-Eight Artists and
Two Saints is indispensable reading on the making of art—and the courage, perseverance, and,
sometimes, dumb luck that it requires.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Djibouti Elmore Leonard, 2011-12-29 Dara Barr,
documentary filmmaker, is at the top of her game. She's covered neo-Nazis and post-Katrina New
Orleans, but now she's looking for an even bigger challenge. So Dara and her right-hand man Xavier
head to Djibouti, on the Horn of Africa, to tackle modern-day pirates. But they soon find a whole lot
more than they bargained for and quickly learn that almost no one in Djibouti is what he seems. A



mob of colourful characters patrols the seas, including a pirate chief with a taste for fine cars and an
Oxford-educated sheik with scams of his own. And then there's the gun-toting Texan billionaire Billy
Wynn, and James Russell, an American al-Qaeda convert who wants to blow up something big. As
hijacked tankers line up like floating bombs, Dara and Xavier know it's time for a showdown . 'A
vibrant contemporary thriller - exhilarating read, full of fun' Sunday Times 'Deliciously to-the-point
dialogue . . . highly entertaining' Independent on Sunday
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Cat's Cradle Kurt Vonnegut, 2009-11-04 “A free-wheeling
vehicle . . . an unforgettable ride!”—The New York Times Cat’s Cradle is Kurt Vonnegut’s satirical
commentary on modern man and his madness. An apocalyptic tale of this planet’s ultimate fate, it
features a midget as the protagonist, a complete, original theology created by a calypso singer, and
a vision of the future that is at once blackly fatalistic and hilariously funny. A book that left an
indelible mark on an entire generation of readers, Cat’s Cradle is one of the twentieth century’s
most important works—and Vonnegut at his very best. “[Vonnegut is] an unimitative and inimitable
social satirist.”—Harper’s Magazine “Our finest black-humorist . . . We laugh in
self-defense.”—Atlantic Monthly
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Why I Write George Orwell, 2021-01-01 George Orwell
set out ‘to make political writing into an art’, and to a wide extent this aim shaped the future of
English literature – his descriptions of authoritarian regimes helped to form a new vocabulary that is
fundamental to understanding totalitarianism. While 1984 and Animal Farm are amongst the most
popular classic novels in the English language, this new series of Orwell’s essays seeks to bring a
wider selection of his writing on politics and literature to a new readership. In Why I Write, the first
in the Orwell’s Essays series, Orwell describes his journey to becoming a writer, and his movement
from writing poems to short stories to the essays, fiction and non-fiction we remember him for. He
also discusses what he sees as the ‘four great motives for writing’ – ‘sheer egoism’, ‘aesthetic
enthusiasm’, ‘historical impulse’ and ‘political purpose’ – and considers the importance of keeping
these in balance. Why I Write is a unique opportunity to look into Orwell’s mind, and it grants the
reader an entirely different vantage point from which to consider the rest of the great writer’s
oeuvre. 'A writer who can – and must – be rediscovered with every age.' — Irish Times
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Riding the Rap Elmore Leonard, 2012-02-16 Palm Beach
playboy Chip Ganz needs money - fast. He has spiralling debts, and his mother's gravy-train has just
derailed. So he has a plan: he's going to find somebody rich, and take them hostage. With the help of
an ex-con, a psycho gardener and the beautiful psychic Reverend Dawn, he chooses bookmaker
Harry Arno as the lucky victim. The trouble is, Harry can scam with the best of them. And that's not
the only problem. US Marshal Raylan Givens is sleeping with Harry's ex girlfriend, Joyce, and she
wants Harry found. And when everyone's got a gun, someone is going to get hurt ...
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Happiness Key Emilie Richards, 2010-06-01 Meet four
women who think they share nothing but a spit of land called Happiness Key. With her husband in
prison, pampered Tracy Deloche is left with five ramshackle beach houses and no idea how to start
over. Janya Kapur left her close-knit Indian family for an arranged marriage to a man she barely
knows. Wanda Gray takes a job guaranteed to destroy her already failing marriage—if her husband
cares enough to notice. Widow Alice Brooks has grown forgetful and confused. Her family comes to
stay with her, but Alice isn't sure she's grateful. When the only other resident of Happiness Key dies
alone in his cottage, the four women warily join forces to find his family. Together they discover
difficult truths about their own lives and the men they love—and uncover the treasure of an unlikely
friendship.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: The Elements of Style William Strunk, 2012-04-04 This is
the book that generations of writers have relied upon for timeless advice on grammar, diction,
syntax, and other essentials. In concise terms, it identifies the principal requirements of proper style
and common errors.
  10 rules of writing elmore leonard: Margaret the First Danielle Dutton, 2016-03-15 A Lit
Hub Best Book of 2016 • One of Electric Literature's Best Novels of 2016 • An Entropy Best Book of



2016 “The duchess herself would be delighted at her resurrection in Margaret the First...Dutton
expertly captures the pathos of a woman whose happiness is furrowed with the anxiety of
underacknowledgment.” —Katharine Grant, The New York Times Book Review Margaret the First
dramatizes the life of Margaret Cavendish, the shy, gifted, and wildly unconventional 17th–century
Duchess. The eccentric Margaret wrote and published volumes of poems, philosophy, feminist plays,
and utopian science fiction at a time when being a writer was not an option open to women. As one
of the Queen's attendants and the daughter of prominent Royalists, she was exiled to France when
King Charles I was overthrown. As the English Civil War raged on, Margaret met and married
William Cavendish, who encouraged her writing and her desire for a career. After the War, her work
earned her both fame and infamy in England: at the dawn of daily newspapers, she was Mad Madge,
an original tabloid celebrity. Yet Margaret was also the first woman to be invited to the Royal
Society of London—a mainstay of the Scientific Revolution—and the last for another two hundred
years. Margaret the First is very much a contemporary novel set in the past. Written with lucid
precision and sharp cuts through narrative time, it is a gorgeous and wholly new approach to
imagining the life of a historical woman. In Margaret the First, there is plenty of room for play.
Dutton’s work serves to emphasize the ambiguities of archival proof, restoring historical narratives
to what they have perhapsalways already been: provoking and serious fantasies,convincing
reconstructions, true fictions.”—Lucy Ives, The New Yorker “Danielle Dutton engagingly embellishes
the life of Margaret the First, the infamousDuchess of Newcastle–upon–Tyne.” —Vanity Fair
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