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Summary: This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of the 3-speed manual floor shifter, a
crucial component in many classic vehicles. We explore its operation, common issues, maintenance
best practices, troubleshooting techniques, and essential repair procedures. Learn how to identify
problems, perform routine maintenance, and tackle more complex repairs, ultimately extending the life

and smooth operation of your 3-speed manual floor shifter.

Introduction: Understanding Your 3 Speed Manual Floor Shifter

The 3-speed manual floor shifter, a hallmark of many classic cars and trucks, represents a simpler era
of automotive engineering. While seemingly straightforward, understanding its mechanics and proper
maintenance is crucial for ensuring smooth shifting and the longevity of your vehicle. This guide
provides a detailed exploration of the 3-speed manual floor shifter, covering everything from its basic

operation to advanced troubleshooting and repair techniques. Mastering the nuances of this system



can significantly enhance your driving experience and save you money on costly repairs.

H1: How a 3 Speed Manual Floor Shifter Works

The 3-speed manual floor shifter operates by mechanically linking the gear selector lever to the
transmission. The lever's movements are translated into shifts within the transmission via a linkage
system, typically consisting of rods, levers, and bushings. Understanding this linkage is crucial for
diagnosing shifting problems. Each shift engages different gear sets within the transmission, allowing
for varying speeds and torque multiplication. This simple yet robust system offers a direct and

engaging driving experience.

H2: Common Issues with 3 Speed Manual Floor Shifters

Several common problems can plague a 3-speed manual floor shifter. These include:

Stiff or Difficult Shifting: This can be caused by worn bushings, linkage components, or a lack of
lubrication. The clutch mechanism might also be contributing to the issue.

Missed Shifts or Grinding: Worn synchronizers within the transmission are a common culprit. Damaged
or bent linkage components can also cause this problem.

Loose Shifter: A loose shifter can result from worn bushings or fasteners in the linkage system.

Shift Lever Doesn't Return to Neutral: This is often caused by binding or damage within the linkage

mechanism.

H3: Maintaining Your 3 Speed Manual Floor Shifter: Best Practices

Regular maintenance is key to preventing issues and extending the lifespan of your 3-speed manual

floor shifter. This includes:

Regular Lubrication: Lubricate linkage components with appropriate grease, ensuring smooth



movement.

Visual Inspection: Regularly inspect the linkage for wear, damage, or looseness.

Clutch Adjustment: Proper clutch adjustment ensures smooth engagement and prevents premature
wear on the transmission.

Fluid Changes: Regular transmission fluid changes are critical to keeping the transmission operating

smoothly and preventing internal wear.

H4: Troubleshooting and Repairing Your 3 Speed Manual Floor Shifter

Troubleshooting a problematic 3-speed manual floor shifter often requires a systematic approach.
Begin by visually inspecting the linkage for any obvious damage. Check for worn or damaged
bushings, bent or broken linkage components, and loose fasteners. If the problem persists, more in-
depth diagnostics may involve checking the clutch adjustment, testing the transmission fluid, and
potentially requiring disassembly and repair of the linkage system or the transmission itself. Remember

safety precautions when working under a vehicle.

H5: Advanced Repair Techniques for 3 Speed Manual Floor Shifters

For more advanced repairs, such as replacing worn synchronizers or rebuilding the transmission,
specialized knowledge and tools are essential. This often requires consulting a workshop manual

specific to your vehicle and potentially seeking professional help from an experienced mechanic.

Conclusion:

The 3-speed manual floor shifter, while seemingly simple, requires proper understanding and
maintenance to ensure smooth operation and longevity. By following the best practices outlined in this
guide, you can significantly improve the performance of your classic vehicle and extend the life of your

3-speed manual floor shifter. Regular inspections, preventative maintenance, and timely repairs will



keep your classic car on the road for years to come.

FAQs:

1. What type of grease should | use for my 3-speed manual floor shifter linkage? Use a high-quality

molybdenum disulfide (MoS2) based grease designed for automotive applications.

2. How often should | change my transmission fluid? Consult your vehicle's owner's manual for the

recommended fluid change intervals, but generally every 30,000 to 50,000 miles is a good

guideline for classic cars.

3. Can | adjust the clutch myself? While possible, adjusting the clutch requires careful attention to

detail and is best left to experienced mechanics unless you have prior experience.

4. What are the signs of a worn clutch? Slipping, difficulty engaging gears, and a burning smell are

all signs of a worn clutch.

5. How much does it cost to rebuild a 3-speed manual transmission? The cost varies significantly

based on the vehicle, parts availability, and labor costs.

6. What tools do | need to replace a shifter bushing? You'll likely need a socket set, screwdrivers,

pliers, and potentially a special bushing removal tool.

7. Why is my shifter so stiff? Stiff shifting can be caused by worn bushings, linkage problems, a

sticky shifter cable, or even a low transmission fluid level.

8. How do | know if my synchronizers are worn? Grinding noises when shifting, particularly into

second or third gear, are often indicators of worn synchronizers.



9. Can | convert a 3-speed manual to an automatic transmission? While possible, it's a complex

and costly conversion, requiring significant modifications to the vehicle.

Related Articles:

1. Identifying and Replacing Worn Shifter Bushings on a 3-Speed Manual: A step-by-step guide to

identifying and replacing worn shifter bushings.

2. Troubleshooting Difficult Shifting in a 3-Speed Manual Transmission: Detailed troubleshooting

techniques for addressing difficult shifting problems.

3. Adjusting the Clutch in a Classic Car with a 3-Speed Manual: A comprehensive guide on proper

clutch adjustment.

4. Maintaining the Transmission Fluid in a 3-Speed Manual Transmission: Best practices for

maintaining transmission fluid levels and quality.

5. Repairing Bent Shifter Linkage on a 3-Speed Manual: How to identify and repair bent or

damaged shifter linkage components.

6. Understanding 3-Speed Manual Transmission Synchronizers: An in-depth look at the role and

function of synchronizers.

7. Choosing the Right Transmission Fluid for Your 3-Speed Manual: Guidance on selecting the

correct type and grade of transmission fluid.

8. Identifying and Replacing a Worn Clutch in a Classic Car: A detailed guide on diagnosing and

replacing a worn clutch.



9. Converting a Column Shifter to a Floor Shifter (Advanced): A discussion on the complexities of

converting a column-mounted shifter to a floor shifter (advanced readers).

3 speed manual floor shifter: American Light Trucks and Utility Vehicles, 1967-1989 ].

“Kelly” Flory, Jr., 2019-12-23 The truck's role in American society changed dramatically from the
1960s through the 1980s, with the rise of off-roaders, the van craze of the 1970s and minivan
revolution of the 1980s, the popularization of the SUV as family car and the diversification of the
pickup truck into multiple forms and sizes. This comprehensive reference book follows the form of
the author's popular volumes on American cars. For each year, it provides an industry overview and,
for each manufacturer, an update on new models and other news, followed by a wealth of data:
available powertrains, popular options, paint colors and more. Finally, each truck is detailed fully
with specifications and measurements, prices, production figures, standard equipment and more.

3 speed manual floor shifter: American Cars, 1973-1980 J. “Kelly” Flory, Jr., 2012-12-17
The 1973 oil crisis forced the American automotive industry into a period of dramatic change,
marked by stiff foreign competition, tougher product regulations and suddenly altered consumer
demand. With gas prices soaring and the economy in a veritable tailspin, muscle cars and the
massive need-for-speed engines of the late '60s were out, and fuel efficient compacts were in. By
1980, American manufacturers were churning out some of the most feature laden, yet smallest and
most fuel efficient cars they had ever built. This exhaustive reference work details every model from
each of the major American manufacturers from model years 1973 through 1980, including various
captive imports (e.g. Dodge's Colt, built by Mitsubishi.) Within each model year, it reports on each
manufacturer's significant news and details every model offered: its specifications, powertrain
offerings, prices, standard features, major options, and production figures, among other facts. The
work is heavily illustrated with approximately 1,300 photographs.

3 speed manual floor shifter: Iconic American Muscle Cars Don Narus, 2017-10-13
Un-bridled power un-leashed, 500 screaming horsepower. The Baddest street legal machines ever
produced. The Iconic American Muscle Cars of 1968-1971 are covered in the book. Its a great
primer and quick reference guide with historic text, large black and white photos, details and basic
specs.

3 speed manual floor shifter: American Cars, 1966-1972 J. “Kelly” Flory, Jr., 2023-11-20
The automotive industry underwent great change in the 1960s and the early 1970s. The continuing
trend toward market consolidation, the proliferation of sizes and nameplates, and the need for speed
characterized this period, loosely labeled as the muscle car era. This is an exhaustive reference work
to American made cars of model years 1966-1972. Organized by year (and summarizing the market
annually), it provides a yearly update on each make's status and production figures, then details all
models offered for that year. Model listings include available body styles, base prices, engine and
transmission choices, power ratings, standard equipment, major options and their prices, curb
weight and dimensions (interior and exterior), paint color choices, changes from the previous year's
model, and sales figures. Also given are assembly plant locations and historical overviews of each
model nameplate.

3 speed manual floor shifter: Definitive Pontiac GTO Guide David Bonaskiewich,
2018-09-14 p.pl1 {margin: 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px; font: 12.0px Arial} After a brainstorming session,
Pontiac executives and engineers decided to slot a 389-ci V-8 into the intermediate-sized Tempest
against GM rules and the GTO was created. Little did they know what a profound impact that



decision would make. The GTO would become a sensation and later was recognized as the first
muscle car of the 1960s. Visionaries Pete Estes, John DeLorean, and other key Pontiac executives
knew the youth market was waiting for a bold, lightweight sporty car. When their staff toyed with
the concept of putting the large V-8 in the car, Pontiac executives jumped on the idea to meet that
perceived market demand. Pontiac had a high-performance street car that could light up its tires and
outperform the vast majority of the cars on the road. It also reshaped Pontiac’s image of a company
producing stodgy, lumbering full-size cars into a high-performance youth brand. Pontiac expert and
long-time writer David Bonaskiewich delves deep into the GTO model and its history, bringing the
equipment and options of this iconic muscle car into full focus. He reveals the hardware under the
sheet metal: the V-8 engines, manual and automatic transmissions, rear differentials, interior
options, color codes, and so much more. When the GTO was released in 1964, it was offered as a
unique performance package to the Tempest, and high-performance enthusiasts stood up and took
notice. Examined are the GTO’s 4-barrel 389 with dual exhaust, 3-speed floor shifter, stiffer
suspension, limited-slip differential, and heavy-duty cooling system. The 1965 GTO was restyled with
more interior room being added, and the renowned 389 Tri-Power engine joined the lineup, cranking
out 360 hp. By 1966, the GTO was a runaway success. Pontiac made the GTO its own model, and it
featured a sleeker Coke-bottle styling. A convertible joined the hardtop, and a pillared coupe also
joined the lineup. The 1967 Pontiac GTO was arguably one of most the superbly styled models ever,
with a wide range of engines and high-performance hardware. All of these important upgrades,
advancements, and model evolutions are covered in exceptional detail. The GTO stands alone in the
annals for muscle car history. Not only did Pontiac create a classic muscle car, it created the muscle
car blueprint that other Detroit manufacturers followed in the years to come. A glossy surface
overview of this iconic model does not do it justice. If you have been searching for the in-depth,
nuts-and-bolts guide to GTO equipment and options, you need look no further. p.p1 {margin: 0.0px
0.0px 0.0px 0.0px; font: 12.0px Arial}

3 speed manual floor shifter: American Cars, 1960-1972 ]J. “Kelly” Flory, Jr., 2008-11-24 The
automotive industry underwent great change in the 1960s and the early 1970s. The continuing trend
toward market consolidation, the proliferation of sizes and nameplates, and the need for speed
characterized this period, loosely labeled as the muscle car era. This is an exhaustive reference work
to American made cars of model years 1960-1972. Organized by year (and summarizing the market
annually), it provides a yearly update on each make's status and production figures, then details all
models offered for that year. Model listings include available body styles, base prices, engine and
transmission choices, power ratings, standard equipment, major options and their prices, curb
weight and dimensions (interior and exterior), paint color choices, changes from the previous year's
model, and sales figures. Also given are assembly plant locations and historical overviews of each
model nameplate. The book is profusely illustrated with 1,018 photographs.

3 speed manual floor shifter: 1966 Pontiac GTO David Bonaskiewich, 2021-12-06 Pontiac's
GTO is often credited as being the first muscle car. As model year 1966 ended, an astounding 96,946
GTOs traversed Pontiac assembly lines, which set a high-water mark that would cement the GOAT as
the most salable muscle car that was produced during the golden age of performance. Author David
Bonaskiewich examines this model year in precise detail, taking into account every cosmetic change
and optional hardware that warranted this sales boom. The Coke-bottle styling for the remodeled
GTO certainly tipped the scales for some consumers. However, as they say, The devil is in the
details. This book delves into those details, showcasing the vast array of optional equipment across
its three bodystyles (hardtop, sports coupe, and convertible). Thorough examinations of the
drivetrain, interior, suspension, brakes, and wheels and tires are exhaustive, which unveils exactly
why the 1966 GTO was the most successful muscle car ever assembled. Tune up those Tri-Power
carburetors, turn on your favorite tune, and twist the key with 1966 Pontiac GTO: In Detail!

3 speed manual floor shifter: Charger, Road Runner and Super Bee Restoration Guide Paul A.
Herd, These value-packed guides feature hundreds of photographs and a wealth of information
necessary to restore interiors, exteriors, wiring, engines, transmissions, and accessories to




factory-original condition.

3 speed manual floor shifter: Automotive Industries , 1966-10

3 speed manual floor shifter: Chevy/GMC Trucks 1967-1972 Jim Pickering, 2023-09-15
Build and modify your 1967-1972 Chevrolet or GMC truck utilizing today’s greatest parts. The
1967-1972 GM pickups are American icons. They’'ve been popular for decades due to their simple
nature, stout engine options, crisp styling, and fantastic reliability. However, you can make a classic
pickup drive, stop, and look better than it ever did from the factory. Longtime magazine editor Jim
Pickering dives into all the factors that made these GM trucks so popular as well as the
modifications that bring a modern spin to their classic look and feel. He takes a close look at all of
the major systems in your truck and covers the ways to upgrade those systems. These upgrades
make your truck quick, safe, stylish, and reliable enough to drive across the country or over to your
local cruise-night diner. The market has caught on to these trucks (with high prices to match), but
you don’t have to break the bank to find a good one if you know where to look and what to look for.
This book covers a lot of ground--from sourcing a great starting point to the inevitable rust repair
that you’ll have to tackle before the real fun begins. From there, the book covers powertrain options,
including LS and LT swaps, overdrive automatic and manual transmission installation, hydraulic
clutch conversions, and 12-bolt axle rebuilds. Also covered are coilover and air-bag suspension
installation, exhaust systems, big brakes, tight steering, making all new steel high-pressure fuel
lines, aftermarket wheels and tires, and more. Aesthetic upgrades include converting from a long
bed to a short bed, patina paint application, cooling-system upgrades, interior rehabilitation,
light-emitting diode (LED) lighting, and air-conditioner installation. Chevy/GMC Trucks 1967-1972:
How to Build and Modify is a valuable resource whether you do the work yourself or you want expert
advice regarding items to upgrade before hiring a professional.

3 speed manual floor shifter: Oldsmobile 4-4-2 and W-Machine : Restoration Guide T.
Patrick Sullivan, These value-packed guides feature hundreds of photographs and a wealth of
information necessary to restore interiors, exteriors, wiring, engines, transmissions, and accessories
to factory-original condition.

3 speed manual floor shifter: Cars & Trucks , 1973

3 speed manual floor shifter: How to Restore Your Jeep 1941-1986 Mark Altschuler,
2022-10-20 It’s not a truck or a car—it’s a Jeep! Developed in the early 1940s as a light
reconnaissance vehicle for the US Army, the Jeep successfully transitioned from military usage to
public use with the arrival of the CJ-2A in 1945. Many more CJ] models followed, which cemented the
Jeep as one of the most successful and longest-tenured models when the CJ-10A was discontinued in
1986. With more than 1.5 million Jeeps sold, a restoration book for these vehicles has been
desperately needed. Author Mark Altschuler of restoremyjeep.com showcases his decades of
experience in this must-have restoration book that features component restoration of all aspects of
the timeless Jeep. Step-by-step procedures document the disassembly, restoration, and reassembly
of your favorite models, while color illustrations depict exactly what you're wanting to see as you
address your project. How to Restore Your Jeep 1941-1986 is not only a handy tool that addresses
the total restoration of your prized machine but it will likely also be one of the most affordable tools
that you will purchase for your project.

3 speed manual floor shifter: Haynes Ford Granada and Mercury Monarch Owners
Workshop Manual, '75-'80 Larry Warren, John Harold Haynes, 1983-02-06 Haynes offers the best
coverage for cars, trucks, vans, SUVs and motorcycles on the market today. Each manual contains
easy to follow step-by-step instructions linked to hundreds of photographs and illustrations. Included
in every manual: troubleshooting section to help identify specific problems; tips that give valuable
short cuts to make the job easier and eliminate the need for special tools; notes, cautions and
warnings for the home mechanic; color spark plug diagnosis and an easy to use index.

3 speed manual floor shifter: Consumers Digest Magazine , 1966

3 speed manual floor shifter: Power Farming in Australia and New Zealand Technical
Manual , 1983



3 speed manual floor shifter: Ford Bronco Todd Zuercher, 2019-04-15 GIs returning after
World War II created an entirely new automotive market niche when they bought surplus Jeeps and
began exploring the rugged backcountry of the American West. This burgeoning market segment,
which eventually became known as sport utility vehicles (SUVs), numbered about 40,000 units per
year with offerings from Jeep, Scout, Toyota, and Land Rover. In 1966, Ford entered the fray with its
Bronco, offering increased refinement, more power, and an innovative coil-spring front suspension.
The Bronco caught on quickly and soon established a reputation as a solid backcountry performer. In
Baja, the legendary accomplishments of racers such as Parnelli Jones, Rod Hall, and Bill Stroppe
further cemented the bobtail’s reputation for toughness. Ford moved upstream with the introduction
of the larger Bronco for 1978, witnessing a huge increase in sales for the second-generation trucks.
The Twin Traction Beam front end was introduced in the third generation, and further refinements
including more aerodynamic styling, greater luxury, and more powerful fuel-injected engines came
on board in the generations that followed. Through it all, the Bronco retained its reputation as a
tough, versatile, and comfortable rig, both on and off the paved road. With the reintroduction of the
Bronco for 2020, Ford is producing a vehicle for a whole new generation of enthusiasts that looks to
bring modern styling and performance to the market while building on the 30-year heritage of the
first five generations of the Bronco so dearly loved by their owners. From the development process
and details of the first trucks through the 1996 models, author Todd Zuercher shares technical
details, rarely seen photos, and highlights of significant models along with the stories of those
people whose lives have been intertwined with the Bronco for many years. This book will have new
information for everyone and will be a must-have for longtime enthusiasts and new owners alike!
p.pl {margin: 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px; font: 12.0px Arial; color: #000000}

3 speed manual floor shifter: Red Book, 1973

3 speed manual floor shifter: NADA , 1967

3 speed manual floor shifter: Motor Auto Repair Manual Louis C. Forier, Motor (New York,
N.Y.), 1974

3 speed manual floor shifter: Motor Auto Repair Manual Motor (New York, N.Y.), 1975

3 speed manual floor shifter: Motor Auto Repair Manual Louis C. Forier, 1978

3 speed manual floor shifter: Motor's Factory Shop Manual , 1971

3 speed manual floor shifter: Chilton's Auto Repair Manual, 1975 Chilton Book Company,
1974

3 speed manual floor shifter: Chevelle Data & ID Guide Dale McIntosh, 2016-08-15 Few
muscle cars have ever enjoyed the long success over time as the Chevrolet Chevelle. From 1964 to
1972, more than 4 million Malibus, Chevelles, El1 Caminos, and Monte Carlos were produced in
dozens of configurations. This creates countless questions when it's time to accurately restore a
project car. With the Chevelle Data & ID Guide: 1964-1972, identifying the correct options and codes
for your Chevelle becomes much, much easier. This book is a no-nonsense, hard-hitting data book
that delivers all of the necessary information to correctly identify the numbers and options
associated with your Chevelle. Production Numbers, VIN Decoding, Engine/Transmission/Rear Axle
Codes, Interior Codes, Exterior Paint Codes, Color Combination Charts, and Full Options Lists are
provided. It delivers a wealth of information in a single publication that will aid you in correctly
restoring and authenticating your Chevelle. In addition, each chapter provides the information for
you to determine whether or not your Chevelle is a factory SS model. With the Chevelle Data & ID
Guide: 1964-1972 you have the missing tool needed to return your Chevelle project to its factory
original condition.

3 speed manual floor shifter: AMA Specifications Form - Passenger Car; Buick GS "350"
- GS "400." 1969. Revised , 1968

3 speed manual floor shifter: AMA Specifications Form - Passenger Car; Buick GS - GS "455."
1970. Revised , 1970

3 speed manual floor shifter: More Great American Dream Machines Jay Hirsch, 1990 This
encore to the hugely successful Great American Dream Machines is a spectacular full-color



celebration of 50 more vintage American automobiles, from a professional photographer and
automobile consultant to the movie and television industries. 100 photos.

3 speed manual floor shifter: Motor's Truck & Tractor Repair Manual , 1956

3 speed manual floor shifter: Muncie 4-Speed Transmissions Paul Cangialosi, 2014-10-15
The Muncie 4-speeds, M20, M21, and M22 are some of the most popular manual transmissions ever
made and continue to be incredibly popular. The Muncie was the top high-performance manual
transmission GM offered in its muscle cars of the 60s and early 70s. It was installed in the Camaro,
Chevelle, Buick GS, Pontiac GTO, Olds Cutlass, and many other classic cars. Many owners want to
retain the original transmission in their classic cars to maintain its value. Transmission expert and
veteran author Paul Cangialosi has created an indispensible reference to Muncie 4-speeds that
guides you through each crucial stage of the rebuild process. Comprehensive ID information is
provided, so you can positively identify the cases, shafts, and related parts. It discusses available
models, parts options, and gearbox cases. Most important, it shows how to completely disassemble
the gearbox, identify wear and damage, select the best parts, and complete the rebuild. It also
explains how to choose the ideal gear ratio for a particular application. Various high-performance
and racing setups are also shown, including essential modifications, gun drilling the shafts, cutting
down the gears to remove weight, and achieving race-specific clearances. Muncie 4-speeds need
rebuilding after many miles of service and extreme use. In addition, when a muscle car owner builds
a high-performance engine that far exceeds stock horsepower, a stronger high-performance
transmission must be built to accommodate this torque and horsepower increase. No other book
goes into this much detail on the identification of the Muncie 4-speed, available parts, selection of
gear ratios, and the rebuild process.

3 speed manual floor shifter: Chilton's Import Automotive Repair Manual , 1975

3 speed manual floor shifter: Consumers Digest Guide to Discount Buying , 1978

3 speed manual floor shifter: Road & Track , 1974

3 speed manual floor shifter: Road Test, 1972

3 speed manual floor shifter: Chilton's Motor/age Wiring Diagrams Manual, 1970-1975
Passenger Cars Chilton Book Company, 1975

3 speed manual floor shifter: Chilton's Auto Repair Manual 1986 Chilton Book Company,
1985

3 speed manual floor shifter: Motor Light Truck and Van Repair Manual Motor, 1986

3 speed manual floor shifter: Catalog of Pontiac GTO ID Numbers, 1964-74 Car & Parts
Magazine, Cars and Parts Magazine Editors Staff, Cars & Parts Magazine, 1993 Take the fear out of
buying your next GTO with this comprehensive, accurate and dependable ID guide to Pontiacs
muscle powerhouse. Reliable data on buying, selling, restoring, appraising and owning a GTO, plus
information to assist in deciphering trim codes, varifying VINs, interpreting body body codes,
authenticating engine numbers, and more. Crammed with vital data. Old Cars Weekly. Sfthd., 8x 10
3/4, 121 pgs., 77 b&w ill., 20 color pgs.

3 speed manual floor shifter: Motor Trend , 1980

3 speed manual floor shifter: 1970 Plymouth Road Runner Scott Ross, 2018-01-15 By
1969, the muscle car war among Ford, General Motors, and Chrysler had reached a fevered pitch.
Plymouth's Road Runner, Mopar's intermediate entry, was leading the charge. For 1970, the Road
Runner had its strongest year yet as it housed the best street V-8s Chrysler had to offer. Author
Scott Ross retraces the history of the Road Runner and brings the 1970 model year into full focus.
The stripped-down Road Runner exemplified the essence of a purpose-built muscle car: brute power
and stunning acceleration. A new aggressive grille and Air Grabber hood provided an audacious yet
tasteful performance statement. The back-to-basics 'Bird had a unique character with its iconic
cartoon Road Runner graphics and beep-beep horn.</p><p>Underneath the skin, the Road Runner
lived up to its persona. The 335-hp 383 was one of fastest 383s Chrysler built because it was fitted
with the 440 camshaft, heads, and manifolds for even more performance. The 440 Six Pack car
generated 390 hp and gained a reputation as a stout street performer. And at the top, the




conservatively rated 425-hp 426 Hemi set the standard for performance. The Road Runner was
lighter than the Cuda and somewhat overbuilt as it was one of the toughest and most consistent
muscle cars. To transfer all this power to the ground, the Road Runner was equipped with the A-833
4-speed or TorqueFlite 727 automatic. With a torsion-bar suspension and heavy-duty rear end, the
Road Runner handled well. However, these are just a few of the highlights of this complete story.
Each volume in the In Detail Series provides an introduction and historical overview, an explanation
of the design and concepts involved in creating the car, a look at marketing and promotion, an
in-depth study of all hardware and available options, as well as an examination of where the car is on
the market today. Also included are paint and option codes, VIN and build tag decoders, as well as
production numbers.
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