
21st special tactics squadron

The 21st Special Tactics Squadron: Shaping the Future
of Special Operations

By Dr. Evelyn Reed, PhD, Professor of Military Strategy, Georgetown University

Published by: Defense & Aerospace Report, a leading publication providing in-depth analysis and
news on defense and aerospace technologies and strategies.

Editor: Col. (Ret.) Mark Thompson, former commander of the 1st Special Operations Wing, possesses
over 25 years of experience in Special Operations Command.

Summary: This article explores the significant role of the 21st Special Tactics Squadron (STS) within
the broader context of modern special operations. It examines the squadron’s unique capabilities, its
evolving technological integration, and the implications of its operational advancements for the
defense industry. The article further discusses the STS's influence on training methodologies and the
future of special operations warfare.

Introduction: The Evolving Role of the 21st Special Tactics Squadron

The 21st Special Tactics Squadron, a component of Air Force Special Operations Command (AFSOC),
represents a critical element in the success of modern special operations. Unlike traditional air
support, the 21st STS operates in the most challenging environments, often alongside ground forces,
directly impacting mission success. Understanding its implications for the industry is crucial for
appreciating the future trajectory of special operations capabilities.

H1: Unique Capabilities of the 21st Special Tactics Squadron

The 21st STS boasts a unique blend of skills and capabilities. Their highly trained personnel are
experts in air traffic control, combat control, tactical air reconnaissance, and pararescue. This multi-
faceted expertise allows them to perform a range of critical functions, from establishing airfields in
hostile territories to providing close-air support and conducting personnel recovery operations. Unlike
other units, the 21st STS is often the first on the ground, establishing a crucial link between ground
forces and air assets, a pivotal role that dictates the success of many special operations missions.
This capability alone demands significant investment in advanced training and equipment, creating a
ripple effect throughout the defense industry.

H2: Technological Integration and its Industry Impact

The 21st Special Tactics Squadron is not only a master of traditional tactics; it’s also a pioneer in
integrating cutting-edge technologies. Advanced communication systems, unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs), and sophisticated sensor technologies are integral to their operations. This reliance on
technological superiority drives demand for innovation within the defense industry, stimulating



development and refinement of lightweight, durable, and highly effective equipment designed
specifically for special operations. The specific technological requirements of the 21st STS are shaping
the landscape of defense R&D, pushing the boundaries of what's possible.

H3: Training Methodologies and their Influence

The 21st STS's rigorous training program is legendary, setting the standard for special operations
training globally. This intensive training regime necessitates a substantial investment in specialized
facilities, instructors, and training aids. The squadron's commitment to realistic, challenging training
scenarios has a direct impact on the training industry, driving the creation of more sophisticated
simulators, training equipment, and specialized curricula.

H4: The Future of Special Operations and the 21st Special Tactics Squadron

The future operational landscape requires adaptable and technologically proficient forces. The 21st
Special Tactics Squadron is at the forefront of this evolution, constantly adapting to meet the
changing demands of the global security environment. The squadron’s experience informs the
development of future special operations strategies, influencing the procurement of new technologies
and the design of future training programs. This ongoing adaptation, coupled with the squadron's
commitment to innovation, ensures its continued relevance and importance in the years to come. The
21st STS is not merely a user of technology; it is a catalyst for its advancement within the defense
industry.

H5: Economic Implications for the Defense Industry

The activities of the 21st Special Tactics Squadron have a significant economic impact on the defense
industry. The squadron's operational needs translate into substantial contracts for the development
and procurement of advanced technologies, training services, and specialized equipment. This
economic stimulus fosters job creation and technological advancements, demonstrating the
squadron's wider contribution to the national economy.

Conclusion:

The 21st Special Tactics Squadron is more than just a military unit; it’s a driving force shaping the
future of special operations and the defense industry as a whole. Its unique capabilities, technological
integration, and rigorous training program have far-reaching implications, influencing everything from
technological development and training methodologies to the broader economic landscape.
Understanding its evolving role is essential for anyone seeking to comprehend the future of special
operations and the dynamic forces that shape it.

FAQs:

What is the primary mission of the 21st Special Tactics Squadron? To provide specialized1.
airpower capabilities to special operations forces, including air traffic control, combat control,
tactical air reconnaissance, and personnel recovery.



What type of training do 21st STS members undergo? Intensive and highly specialized training1.
in a wide range of areas, including combat skills, survival techniques, and specialized military
skills related to their specific role.

What technologies does the 21st STS utilize? Advanced communication systems, UAVs,1.
sophisticated sensor technologies, and other cutting-edge equipment crucial for operations in
challenging environments.

How does the 21st STS contribute to national security? By providing critical airpower1.
capabilities to special operations forces engaged in crucial national security missions worldwide.

What is the significance of the 21st STS's role in joint operations? The 21st STS serves as a1.
crucial link between ground forces and air assets in joint operations, facilitating coordination
and ensuring mission success.

What is the selection process for joining the 21st STS? An extremely rigorous and highly1.
competitive selection process that demands exceptional physical and mental capabilities.

How does the 21st STS influence technological advancements within the defense industry? By1.
driving the demand for advanced, lightweight, and durable equipment specifically designed for
their unique operational needs.

What is the impact of the 21st STS on the broader economy? The squadron's operational needs1.
generate significant contracts for the development and procurement of specialized equipment
and services, stimulating job creation and technological advancement.

How does the training of the 21st STS influence training methodologies within the broader1.
military? The squadron’s rigorous and realistic training sets a standard for excellence,
influencing the development of more sophisticated training programs and equipment
throughout the military.



Related Articles:

"The Evolution of Air Force Special Tactics: A Historical Perspective": Traces the history and1.
development of Air Force Special Tactics, highlighting the pivotal role of the 21st STS.

"Technological Advancements in Special Operations: The 21st STS and Beyond": Examines the1.
technological innovations employed by the 21st STS and their broader implications for the
future of special operations.

"The Role of the 21st Special Tactics Squadron in Counterterrorism Operations": Focuses1.
specifically on the squadron's contributions to counterterrorism efforts.

"Training and Development within the 21st Special Tactics Squadron: A Case Study": A detailed1.
analysis of the rigorous training programs employed by the squadron.

"The Economic Impact of Special Operations Forces: The Case of the 21st STS": Quantifies the1.
economic impact of the 21st STS on the defense industry and the wider economy.

"The 21st Special Tactics Squadron and the Future of Personnel Recovery Operations":1.
Examines the squadron's expertise in personnel recovery and its relevance to future operational
needs.

"Interoperability and the 21st STS: Collaboration Across Military Branches": Explores the1.
squadron's role in coordinating and collaborating with other military branches.

"The Ethical Considerations of Special Tactics Operations: The 21st STS as a Case Study":1.
Discusses the ethical challenges and considerations associated with the squadron's unique
capabilities.



"The 21st Special Tactics Squadron and the Use of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs)": Examines1.
the specific role of UAVs in the squadron's operational capabilities.

  21st special tactics squadron: Apollo's Warriors Michael E. Haas, 1998-05 Presenting a
fascinating insider's view of U.S.A.F. special operations, this volume brings to life the critical
contributions these forces have made to the exercise of air & space power. Focusing in particular on
the period between the Korean War & the Indochina wars of 1950-1979, the accounts of numerous
missions are profusely illustrated with photos & maps. Includes a discussion of AF operations in
Europe during WWII, as well as profiles of Air Commandos who performed above & beyond the call
of duty. Reflects on the need for financial & political support for restoration of the forces.
Bibliography. Extensive photos & maps. Charts & tables.
  21st special tactics squadron: Brothers in Berets Forrest L. Marion, 2018 The Air Force
Special Operations Command (AFSOC) special tactics community is a small, tight-knit brotherhood
of proficient and committed warriors, consisting of special tactics officers and combat controllers,
combat rescue officers and pararescuemen, and officer and enlisted special operations weathermen.
These warriors have consistently proven themselves to be an invaluable force multiplier throughout
history in conflicts around the world. This is their story.--Provided by publisher.
  21st special tactics squadron: USAF Special Tactics Teams Jason Porterfield, 2008-08-15
Presents a look at the United States Air Force special tactics teams, including information on their
beginnings, assignments, successful missions, equipment, and how to join.
  21st special tactics squadron: CCT-The Eye of the Storm Gene Adcock, 2012-10-24 Volume II
is 438 pages in length and contains interviews, anecdotes and descriptions of missions by Air Force
Combat Controllers. GWOT stands for Global War on Terrorism.
  21st special tactics squadron: No Room for Error John T. Carney, Benjamin F. Schemmer,
2003 The creator and first commanding officer of the USAF's Special Tactics Units reveals the inside
workings of the U.S. military's special forces and provides information on the war against terrorism
on the front lines in Afghanistan.
  21st special tactics squadron: Army Techniques Publication Atp 3-21.8 Infantry Platoon
and Squad April 2016 United States Government US Army, CREATESPACE INDEPENDENT PUB,
2016-05-23 This publication, Army Techniques Publication ATP 3-21.8 Infantry Platoon and Squad
April 2016, provides the doctrinal framework for all Infantry platoons and squads. It provides
techniques for employment of Infantry platoons and squads in conducting decisive actions. The
principle audiences for ATP 3-21.8 are commanders, staffs, and leaders who are responsible for
planning, preparing, executing, and assessing operations of the Infantry platoon and squad. It serves
as an authoritative reference for personnel developing doctrine materiel and force structure,
institutional and unit training, and standard operating procedures (SOPs) for Infantry platoon and
squad operations. Army Techniques Publication (ATP) 3-21.8 encompasses techniques for the
Infantry platoons and squads of the Infantry, Stryker, and Armored brigade combat teams (I, S, and
ABCTs). It replaces Field Manual (FM) 3-21.8, published in March 2007, Army Tactics Techniques,
and Procedures (ATTP) 3-21.71, published in November 2010, and ATTP 3-21.9, published in
December 2010. ATP 3-21.8 provides doctrinal guidance; describes relationships within the platoon
and squad; defines organizational roles and functions, capabilities, limitations; and lay outs the
responsibilities for platoons and squads during unified land operations. The Infantry platoon and
squad is an all-weather, all-terrain unit. Against this backdrop, the Infantry platoon and squad must
be ready to adapt to various levels of conflict and peace in various environments. This requires bold,
aggressive, resourceful, and adaptive leaders- leaders of character, competence and commitment -
who are willing to accept known risks to accomplish the mission. Infantry leaders must use their



initiative and make rapid decisions to take advantage of unexpected opportunities. This publication
addresses the significant changes in Army doctrinal terminology, concepts, and constructs and
proven tactics, techniques, and procedures (TTPs): Chapter 1 - Organization Chapter 2 - Offense
Chapter 3 - Defense Chapter 4 - Stability Chapter 5 - Movement Chapter 6 - Patrols and Patrolling
Chapter 7 - Sustainment Appendix A describes the process of troop leading procedures (TLPs).
Appendix B describes direct fire planning and control. Appendix C describes indirect fire support
planning. Appendix D addresses security. Appendix E describes vehicle employment considerations.
Appendix F addresses machine gun employment. Appendix G describes and addresses
shoulder-launched munitions (SLMs) and close combat missile systems (CCMS). Appendix H
describes obstacle reduction and employment. Appendix I covers chemical, biological, radiological,
and nuclear (CBRN) operations. Appendix J describes 14 selected battle drills for both the Bradley
and Stryker. ATP 3-21.8 applies to the active Army, the U.S. Army National Guard, Army National
Guard of the U.S., and the U.S. Army Reserve unless otherwise stated. It is designed for platoon,
squad and company level chains of command, company grade officers, senior and junior
noncommissioned officers (NCOs), U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC)
institutions and components, and the U.S. Army Special Operations Command.
  21st special tactics squadron: Deadly Blue Fred PUSHIES, 2009-10-14 The story of any
military operation revolves not just around strategies and equipment, but around people. Now for
the first time, readers will get an intimate look at the people behind CAS—Close Air Support. Their
work is both delicate and deadly, their actions rooted in months of planning and executed with
split-second timing. Acting as a bridge between special ops ground troops and lethal air power, CAS
demands a skill set unparalleled even among the most elite military forces. But just as important is
the mindset, dedication, and daring of a very special brand of Airman. They include: • Advance
teams that create airfields and landing strips—from nothing • The combat controllers that
coordinated airstrikes and support during the hunt for Osama bin Laden in Tora Bora • Special
tactics teams who work closely with Joint Special Operations Task Forces Military enthusiasts,
history buffs, and readers inspired by stories of exceptional bravery and patriotism will all be drawn
to the heroes of Deadly Blue, the Air Force Special Operations Command that orchestrates and
executes these critical missions.
  21st special tactics squadron: United States Special Operations Forces Posture Statement
U.S. Special Operations Command, 2003
  21st special tactics squadron: U.S. Air Force Special Tactics Combat Control School Heritage
Foundation, 2022-11-08 The CCT - The Eye of the Storm-series chronicles the exploits of Air Force
Special Warfare, Combat Control Teams (CCT). It is told in the form of short stories; many etched by
a cocktail of blood, sweat and tears. The Combat Control story began in the de facto Volume I with
the appearance of the first CCTs; i.e., command and control teams cobbled together by the WWII
U.S. Army Air Force (USAAF) for Operation Varsity. The CCT story continued in Volume II, detailing
the 21st Century fight in the Global War on Terrorism (GWOT). Included are two humanitarian
missions; operations of epic proportion in Haiti and Japan. In this third volume subtitled - Medal of
Honor (MOH) - the CCT story is expanded, incorporating the two previously self-published volumes
and adding hundreds of new stories from around the globe. But, with a concentration on operations
in southwest Asia; including Afghanistan; now America’s longest war. This volume is an all-inclusive
compilation presented as a single, premium publication. The diversity of feature stories, subjects and
styles present a well-rounded, unbiased look at the CCT’s view at “the eye of the storm.” Each
published PA reporter and volunteer contributor has a by-line in the book. Thanks to all for their
remarkable journalistic work. The book is expected to engage a wider-ranging audience of American
and allied military elements, families, historians and enthusiasts. More importantly, Medal of Honor
celebrates the first-ever award of the Air Force Medal of Honor to a Combat Control patriot and
hero. On April 20, 2018 after more than fifteen years technical review and Air Staff deliberation the
Medal of Honor for TSgt John Chapman was approved by President Donald Trump. The MOH award
ceremonies and associated events are covered in detail near the end of this book. In preparing CCT -



The Eye of the Storm - Medal of Honor, the goal was to collect stories from hundreds of sources,
written by an even larger band of vetted professionals selected to observe, record and report truths
about military units in action. In my mind the U.S. Government Public Affairs Offices were the
perfect choice. For that reason, you will find hundreds of PA-generated stories used herein. Through
our collective efforts we have published a fair and accurate chronical of USAF Combat Control
Team’s stories; exploiting the public domain and declassified accounts. This is a documentary of Air
Force Combat Control Teams operating at The Eye of the Storm. Subtitled Medal of Honor; it is the
most in-depth CCT history ever published.
  21st special tactics squadron: The Praetorian STARShip : the untold story of the Combat
Talon , 2001 Jerry Thigpen's study on the history of the Combat Talon is the first effort to tell the
story of this wonderfully capable machine. This weapons system has performed virtually every
imaginable tactical event in the spectrum of conflict and by any measure is the most versatile C-130
derivative ever produced. First modified and sent to Southeast Asia (SEA) in 1966 to replace theater
unconventional warfare (UW) assets that were limited in both lift capability and speed the Talon I
quickly adapted to theater UW tasking including infiltration and resupply and psychological warfare
operations into North Vietnam. After spending four years in SEA and maturing into a highly
respected UW weapons system the Joint Chief of Staff (JCS) chose the Combat Talon to lead the
night low-level raid on the North Vietnamese prison camp at Son Tay. Despite the outcome of the
operation the Talon I cemented its reputation as the weapons system of choice for long-range
clandestine operations. In the period following the Vietnam War United States Air Force (USAF)
special operations gradually lost its political and financial support which was graphically
demonstrated in the failed Desert One mission into Iran. Thanks to congressional supporters like
Earl Hutto of Florida and Dan Daniel of Virginia funds for aircraft upgrades and military
construction projects materialized to meet the ever-increasing threat to our nation. Under the
leadership of such committed hard-driven officers as Brenci Uttaro Ferkes Meller and Thigpen the
crew force became the most disciplined in our Air Force. It was capable of penetrating hostile
airspace at night in a low-level mountainous environment covertly to execute any number of
unconventional warfare missions.
  21st special tactics squadron: Alone at Dawn Dan Schilling, Lori Longfritz, 2019-06-25 The
New York Times bestselling true account of John Chapman, Medal of Honor recipient and Special
Ops Combat Controller, and his heroic one-man stand during the Afghan War, as he sacrificed his
life to save the lives of twenty-three comrades-in-arms. In the predawn hours of March 4, 2002, just
below the 10,469-foot peak of a mountain in eastern Afghanistan, a fierce battle raged.
Outnumbered by Al Qaeda fighters, Air Force Combat Controller John Chapman and a handful of
Navy SEALs struggled to take the summit in a desperate bid to find a lost teammate. Chapman,
leading the charge, was gravely wounded in the initial assault. Believing he was dead, his SEAL
leader ordered a retreat. Chapman regained consciousness alone, with the enemy closing in on three
sides. John Chapman's subsequent display of incredible valor -- first saving the lives of his SEAL
teammates and then, knowing he was mortally wounded, single-handedly engaging two dozen
hardened fighters to save the lives of an incoming rescue squad -- posthumously earned him the
Medal of Honor. Chapman is the first airman in nearly fifty years to be given the distinction reserved
for America's greatest heroes. Alone at Dawn is also a behind-the-scenes look at the Air Force
Combat Controllers: the world's deadliest and most versatile special operations force, whose
members must not only exceed the qualifications of Navy SEAL and Army Delta Force teams but also
act with sharp decisiveness and deft precision -- even in the face of life-threatening danger. Drawing
from firsthand accounts, classified documents, dramatic video footage, and extensive interviews with
leaders and survivors of the operation, Alone at Dawn is the story of an extraordinary man's brave
last stand and the brotherhood that forged him.
  21st special tactics squadron: Combat Squadrons of the Air Force; World War II. United
States. USAF Historical Division, 1969 This collection of squadron histories has been prepared by
the USAF Historical Division to complement the Division's book, Air Force Combat Units of World



War II. The 1,226 units covered by this volume are the combat (tactical) squadrons that were active
between 7 December 1941 and 2 September 1945. Each squadron is traced from its beginning
through 5 March 1963, the fiftieth anniversary of the organization of the 1st Aero (later
Bombardment) Squadron, the first Army unit to be equipped with aircraft for tactical operations. For
each squadron there is a statement of the official lineage and data on the unit's assignments,
stations, aircraft and missiles, operations, service streamers, campaign participation, decorations,
and emblem.
  21st special tactics squadron: Weapon of Choice , 2003 The purpose of this book is to share
Army special operations soldier stories with the general American public to show them what various
elements accomplished during the war to drive the Taliban from power and to destroy al-Qaeda and
Taliban strongholds in Afghanistan as part of the global war on terrorism. The purpose of the book is
not to resolve Army special operations doctrinal issues, to clarify or update military definitions, or to
be the 'definitive' history of the continuing unconventional war in Afghanistan. The purpose is to
demonstrate how the war to drive the Taliban from power, help the Afghan people, and assist the
Afghan Interim Authority (AIA) rebuild the country afterward was successfully accomplished by
majors, captains, warrant officers, and sergeants on tactical teams and aircrews at the lowest levels
... This historical project is not intended to be the definitive study of the war in Afghanistan. It is a
'snapshot' of the war from 11 September 2001 until the middle of May 2002--Page xv.
  21st special tactics squadron: Air Force Combat Units of World War II Maurer Maurer, 1961
  21st special tactics squadron: Cct-The Eye of the Storm Gene Adcock, 2012-10-31 Almost
as soon as the second hijacked 767 struck the south tower of the world trade center, Air Force
Combat Controllers began to report to their bases and pack their gear. Spread around the world in
special tactics squadrons, these airmen would provide the lightly armed U.S. Army Special Forces
teams with a number of capabilities that would turn them into world-class killing machines. John D.
Gresham Author, Air Force Combat Controllers at War Afghanistan 2001 These single Americans
had the power to conjure lightning bolts out of the sky......... ....what happened in Afghanistan is one
of the most extraordinary stories in military history. Mark Bowden Author, Blackhawk Down
Somalia, 1999 Individually, they are specially selected, specially trained, and, in support of special
operations, almost daily bring American airpower to bear on our nations enemies. Indeed, they are
very remarkable warriors, and this book will help many understand why so many of us hold our
Combat Controllers in such incredibly high regard. Dr. James G. Roche Secretary of the United
States Air Force 2001 - 2005 if you asked what tool of the trade would be the very last they would
leave behind, you might be surprised at the answer. You would likely hear that it is not a tool that
makes one nervous when it isnt there, but rather a capability that is not organic to a troop of Delta
Operators or Navy SEALs Just because you are the best of the best does not mean you are the best
at everything. Any Delta operator can vouch for the capabilities of the air force combat controllers,
and very rarely goes on a hit without the men who wear the scarlet berets. Dalton Fury Delta Force
Commander, Tora Bora, December 2001 Author, Kill Bin Laden - 2008
  21st special tactics squadron: The Icarus Syndrome Carl H. Builder, 2017-07-12 At the end of
the Reagan era, many in the U.S. Air Force began to express their concerns about the health of their
institution. They questioned whether the Air Force had lost its sense of direction, its confidence, its
values, even its future. For some, these concerns reflected nothing more than the maturation of the
most youthful of America's military institutions. For others it was a crisis of spirit that threatened
the hard-won independence of the Air Force. Although the diagnoses for this malaise are as
numerous as its symptoms, The Icarus Syndrome points a finger at the abandonment of air power
theory sometime in the late 1950s to early 1960s as the single, taproot cause of the problems. That
provocative diagnosis is followed by an equally provocative prescription the Air Force must follow to
regain its institutional health. Author Carl H. Builder begins with an overview of this crisis of values
within the Air Force, along with a litany of concerns about what seems to have gone wrong within
that institution. The history of the U.S. Air Force, along with the role played in it by air power
theory, is explored and is used to support Builder's thesis. The remainder of the book is an analysis



of what went wrong and when, how these wrongs might be corrected, and the challenges for Air
Force leadership in the future. Now available in paperback, The Icarus Syndrome will be of great
interest to U.S. Air Force professionals, military and aviation historians, and institutional
psychologists.
  21st special tactics squadron: Encyclopedia of the World's Special Forces Mike Ryan,
Chris Mann, Alexander Stilwell, 2014-03-06 The Encyclopedia of the World’s Special Forces is the
most comprehensive guide available to the world’s elite forces. Units are arranged by the type of
mission that they specialize in; Sea, Land, Air and Counter-Revolutionary Warfare. Each entry
includes detailed information about the unit, its history, tactics, weapons and equipment used.
  21st special tactics squadron: The Complete Idiot's Guide to the U.S. Special Ops Forces
Marc Cerasini, 2002 A guide to the face of modern US warfare in the 21st century. The US Special
Operations Forces will be at the forefront of every battle that the US will wage against the war on
terrorism.
  21st special tactics squadron: Commanding an Air Force Squadron Col Usaf Timmons,
Timothy, Timothy T. Timmons, 2012-08-07 The privilege of commanding an Air Force squadron,
despite its heavy responsibilities and unrelenting challenges, represents for many Air Force officers
the high point of their careers. It is service as a squadron commander that accords true command
authority for the first time. The authority, used consistently and wisely, provides a foundation for
command. As with the officer's commission itself, command authority is granted to those who have
earned it, both by performance and a revealed capacity for the demands of total responsibility. But
once granted, it much be revalidated every day. So as one assumes squadron command, bringing
years of experience and proven record to join with this new authority, one might still need a little
practical help to success with the tasks of command. This book offers such help. “Commanding an
Air Force Squadron” brings unique and welcome material to a subject other books have addressed.
It is rich in practical, useful, down-to-earth advice from officers who have recently experienced
squadron command. The author does not quote regulations, parrot doctrine, or paraphrase the
abstractions that lace the pages of so many books about leadership. Nor does he puff throughout the
manuscript about how he did it. Rather, he presents a digest of practical wisdom based on real-world
experience drawn from the reflection of many former commanders from any different types of units.
He addresses all Air Force squadron commanders, rated and nonrated, in all sorts of missions
worldwide. Please also see a follow up to this book entitled “Commanding an Air Force Squadron in
the Twenty-First Century (2003)” by Jeffry F. Smith, Lieutenant Colonel, USAF.
  21st special tactics squadron: Not a Good Day to Die Sean Naylor, 2005-03-01 Award-winning
combat journalist Sean Naylor reveals a firsthand account of the largest battle fought by American
military forces in Afghanistan in an attempt to destroy al-Qaeda and Taliban forces. At dawn on
March 2, 2002, America's first major battle of the 21st century began. Over 200 soldiers of the 101st
Airborne and 10th Mountain Division flew into Afghanistan's Shah-i-Kot Valley—and into the mouth
of a buzz saw. They were about to pay a bloody price for strategic, high-level miscalculations that
underestimated the enemy's strength and willingness to fight. Naylor, an eyewitness to the battle,
details the failures of military intelligence and planning, while vividly portraying the astonishing
heroism of these young, untested US soldiers. Denied the extra support with which they trained,
these troops nevertheless proved their worth in brutal combat and prevented an American military
disaster.
  21st special tactics squadron: United States Special Operations Forces 1996 Posture
Statement H. Allen Holmes, Henry H. Shelton, 1998-05
  21st special tactics squadron: Air Force Magazine , 2008
  21st special tactics squadron: Airman , 1996
  21st special tactics squadron: Tactical Airlift Ray L. Bowers, 1984 Air Force History and
Museums Program. Presents the United States Air Force’s use of one form of air power, tactical
airlift aviation, in the changing limited warfare situation in Vietnam. Covers the period from the
decision of President Truman to assist the French in 1950 to the end of United States involvement in



1975.
  21st special tactics squadron: On a Steel Horse I Ride Darrel D. Whitcomb, 2012
  21st special tactics squadron: Danger Close Steve Call, 2010-01-15 “America had a secret
weapon,” writes Steve Call of the period immediately following September 11, 2001, as planners
contemplated the invasion of Afghanistan. This weapon consisted of small teams of Special Forces
operatives trained in close air support (CAS) who, in cooperation with the loose federation of Afghan
rebels opposed to the Taliban regime, soon began achieving impressive—and unexpected—military
victories over Taliban forces and the al-Qaeda terrorists they had sponsored. The astounding success
of CAS tactics coupled with ground operations in Afghanistan soon drew the attention of military
decision makers and would eventually factor into the planning for another campaign: Operation Iraqi
Freedom. But who, exactly, are these air power experts and what is the function of the TACPs
(Tactical Air Control Parties) in which they operate? Danger Close provides a fascinating look at a
dedicated, courageous, innovative, and often misunderstood and misused group of military
professionals. Drawing on the gripping first-hand accounts of their battlefield experiences, Steve
Call allows the TACPs to speak for themselves. He accompanies their narratives with informed
analysis of the development of CAS strategy, including potentially controversial aspects of the
interservice rivalries between the air force and the army which have at times complicated and even
obstructed the optimal employment of TACP assets. Danger Close makes clear, however, that the
systematic coordination of air power and ground forces played an invaluable supporting role in the
initial military victories in both Afghanistan and Iraq. This first-ever examination of the intense,
life-and-death world of the close air support specialist will introduce readers to a crucial but
little-known aspect of contemporary warfare and add a needed chapter in American military history
studies.
  21st special tactics squadron: US Special Operations Command in Action Patrick Allen,
Patrick H. F. Allen, 2002 These elite fighting units are honed to perfection in the art of clandestine
warfare and can operate in every conceivable geographical location, reacting rapidly to a wide range
of challenges. They utilize the most modern military equipment to fight on land and sea or in the air.
This book transports you into their hidden secret world where you will join them skydiving through
the night, making underwater forays into hostile territories or guiding allied fighting aircraft on
their precision target sorties.
  21st special tactics squadron: U.S. Marines in Afghanistan, 2001-2002 Nathan S. Lowrey,
2011 U.S. Marines in the Global War on Terrorism. Includes a foreword by Charles P. Neimeyer.
Describes how America became involved in the Global War on Terrorism, how the Marine Corps
struggled to acquire a major role in Operation Enduring Freedom, as well as the actions of Marines
and sailors who helped prosecute the air and ground campaigns against the Taliban and Al-Qaeda
forces.
  21st special tactics squadron: Special Operations Forces in Iraq Leigh Neville, 2011-03-15
The companion volume to Elite 163: Special Operations Forces in Afghanistan, Leigh Neville now
turns his expert analysis to the Special Operations Forces (SOF) of the US and Coalition allies
serving in Iraq since 2003. Filled with recently declassified material, first hand accounts, and unique
photographs, this book offers a rare look at the largest mobilisation of Special Forces in recent
history. Examining in detail the US Delta Force, the British SAS, Australian and Canadian Special
Forces as well as CIA and MI6 operational units, this book provides a crucial study of their skills and
success in Iraq, from the Battle of Debecka to storming the safe house of Uday Hussein. In a
controversial war that has been plagued by high fatalities and military blunders, this book highlights
the successes enjoyed by Special Forces Operatives.
  21st special tactics squadron: The Hero Workouts Carter Henry, 2017-07-18 A collection of
exercise routines and inspiring stories honoring the valiant men and women who gave their lives in
service to their country Bell, Gallant, Pike, Legion 8, Jenny . . . These are the names of workouts
created by the Crossfit community in tribute to the men and women who lost their lives in service to
their country. In The Hero Workouts, an active duty sailor in the United States Navy presents over



100 of these honorific workouts, each named for a fallen hero and accompanied by the story of their
bravery, sacrifice, and honor on and off the battlefield. By participating in these workouts, one gains
the opportunity to revere an individual who has made the ultimate sacrifice. Taking the time to
remember these men and women is a powerful part of the healing process, whether you are grieving
on a personal level or in response to a collective loss we all feel. The stories behind these workouts
are emotional and moving—stories of courage, family, loss, and grief. Author Carter Henry has
agreed to donate 100% of her earnings from the sale of The Hero Workouts to benefit the Special
Operations Warrior Foundation (SOWF). SOWF provides college scholarships for the surviving
children of fallen Special Operations Forces, family & educational counseling, and financial grants to
severely-wounded Special Operations Forces service members.
  21st special tactics squadron: Operation Unified Response , 2010
  21st special tactics squadron: U.S. Air Force Special Forces Kim Covert, 1999-09 An
introduction to the United States Air Force pararescue units whose mission is to help air force
members whose aircraft have crashed, including the development of the units and the equipment
they use.
  21st special tactics squadron: Air Force and Space Digest , 1996
  21st special tactics squadron: Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies
Appropriations for 2016 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations.
Subcommittee on Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies, 2015
  21st special tactics squadron: The American Way of Irregular War Charles T. Cleveland,
Daniel Egel, 2020-09-15 The United States has failed to achieve strategic objectives in nearly every
military campaign since Vietnam. This memoir describes how the United States can begin to build
the American way of irregular war needed for success in modern conflict.
  21st special tactics squadron: Special Air Warfare and the Secret War in Laos Air University
Press, Joseph D Celeski, 2019-07-02 The story of special air warfare and the Air Commandos who
served for the ambassadors in Laos from 1964 to 1975 is captured through extensive research and
veteran interviews. The author has meticulously put together a comprehensive overview of the
involvement of USAF Air Commandos who served in Laos as trainers, advisors, and clandestine
combat forces to prevent the communist takeover of the Royal Lao Government. This book includes
pictures of those operations, unveils what had been a US government secret war, and adds a
substantial contribution to understanding the wider war in Southeast Asia.
  21st special tactics squadron: Special Operations Forces Reference Manual Joint Special
Operations, 2019-11-28 Special Operations ForcesReference Manual Fourth Edition
  21st special tactics squadron: A-10s Over Kosovo Phil M. Haun, Christopher E. Haave, Air
University Press, 2011 First published in 2003. The NATO-led Operation Allied Force was fought in
1999 to stop Serb atrocities against ethnic Albanians in Kosovo. This war, as noted by the
distinguished military historian John Keegan, marked a real turning point . . . and proved that a war
can be won by airpower alone. Colonels Haave and Haun have organized firsthand accounts of some
of the people who provided that airpower-the members of the 40th Expeditionary Operations Group.
Their descriptions-a new wingman's first combat sortie, a support officer's view of a fighter
squadron relocation during combat, and a Sandy's leadership in finding and rescuing a downed
F-117 pilot-provide the reader with a legitimate insight into an air war at the tactical level and the
airpower that helped convince the Serbian president, Slobodan Milosevic, to capitulate.
  21st special tactics squadron: Sharing Success - Owning Failure: Preparing to Command in
the Twenty-First Century Air Force Colonel Usaf David L Goldfein, USAF, David L., David Goldfein, ,
USAF, 2012-08-17 Command is the ultimate service. It is a time when we have the singular
responsibility to create and lead strong Air Force units. A time when our passion for our Air Force
and our vision for its future must be overwhelmingly clear. Early in the Developing Aerospace
Leaders initiative, we began to focus on the way in which the institution teaches leadership and
prepares airmen for command. What we found was a wide range of practices and a wide range of
expectations - a complicating factor in today's Expeditionary Aerospace Force. We realize that



preparing our officers to command effective, mission-oriented units must be a deliberate process. It
must develop our unique airman perspective, creating commanders who are able to communicate
the vision, have credibility in the mission area, and can lead our people with inspiration and heart.
The foundation of our institution's effectiveness has always been its leaders. Colonel Goldfein's work
provides valuable lessons learned and serves as a worthwhile tool to optimize your effectiveness as a
squadron commander. This book is a must-read, not only for those selected to command a squadron
but for all our young officers, helping them understand what the requirements of squadron
command will be. Remember, command is a unique privilege - a demanding and crucial position in
our Air Force. Sharing Success - Owning Failure takes you a step closer to successfully meeting that
challenge.
  21st special tactics squadron: The MAC Flyer , 1990

Additional Resources
21st / 21th - WordReference Forums
Jan 9, 2007 · December 21st? o Decemeber 21th? Thank you very much, in advance . Ediroa Senior
Member. Madrid.

21st century or 21th century - WordReference Forums
Aug 25, 2015 · "21th" shows up in some published books, but it's very rare ().As JulianStuart points
out, it stands for a word that ends in "first", so using "th" instead of "st" doesn't make …

early/middle/late+month | WordReference Forums
Jun 25, 2007 · Hi, We all know that one month has three sections which are defined as early/middle
/late +month, for example: August 5,2007-Early August 2007 August 16,2007 …

This Thursday / Next Thursday | WordReference Forums
Jun 19, 2007 · This Thursday would very clearly mean Thursday the 21st, as saying next Thursday is
ambiguous and could very easily be misinterpreted, most sensible people would …

Writing ordinal numbers: 31st or 31th / 72nd / 178th
Oct 23, 2008 · Hello all, A colleague of mine has a doubt about the usage of ordinal numbers in
English. Which one is correct: 31st or 31th? 41st or 41th (of October) and so forth? I always …

In /on July (in/on + month) | WordReference Forums
Jul 1, 2018 · A little help with prepositions... I know the following preposition uses are correct: The
World Cup final is on July 15th The World Cup final is on July 15h, 2018 The World Cup final is …

This is fine with/by/for me - WordReference Forums
Jun 30, 2006 · I hope you don't mind my mentioning your names: Gaer explained that he (or at least
some people in his vicinity) uses "by me" in this thread. Timpaec used "for me" in this …

talk about vs talk on | WordReference Forums
Aug 24, 2011 · According to my teacher, when we talk about more specific topics instead of about, on
can be follwed. Then, in the following sentence, can I use on instead of about? His talk on …

in the first week or on the first week | WordReference Forums
Dec 21, 2016 · I have heard people say either "in the first week" or "on the first week". I am not sure
which one native English speakers use more. I am going to make up a sentence with it …



British English: back in the office vs back to the office
Jan 7, 2014 · I feel that 'back in the office' means resuming one's work in the office after a holiday or a
leave and 'back to the office' emphasizes one's physical presence back to the office but I …

125th Special Tactics Squadron - api.spsnyc.org
125th Special Tactics Squadron: U.S. Air Force Special Tactics Combat Control School Heritage
Foundation,2022-11-08 The CCT The Eye of the Storm ... Operation Varsity The CCT story …

Once More Unto the Breach - sgtmacsbar.com
At the time, he was assigned to the 21st Special Tactics Squadron at Pope AFB, N.C. Two F-16s and an
MQ-1 Predator remotely piloted aircraft orbited the area high above, giving those on …

PA Comm Plan - ADDM Flights supporting STS-116 - 102406
Roland was a Special Tactics Officer at the 23rd Special Tactics Squadron here. He graduated from
the U.S. Air Force Academy in 2010. Upon completing the rigorous STO training program …

Air Force 24th Special Tactics Squadron (book) - api.spsnyc.org
Air Force 24th Special Tactics Squadron: CCT-The Eye of the Storm Gene Adcock,2012-10-24 Volume
II is 438 pages in length and contains interviews anecdotes ... CCT story continued in …

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE - Air Force Magazine
SPECIAL TACTICS PARACHUTE MISHAP, T/N: 88-0194, 05 November 2019 iv . ACRONYMS AND
ABBREVIATIONS 1 SOG 1st Special Operations Group 1 SOW 1st Special Operations …

71 SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON - DEPARTMENT OF …
redesignated as the 71 Air Commando Squadron, a name that lasted less than a month, as the unit
became the 71 Special Operations Squadron on July 8. The first training class in the AC …

600 Perry Parkway - DynamiX SE
38th Rescue Squadron 308th Rescue Squadron 21st Special Tactics Squadron 22nd Rescue Squadron
24th Special Tactics Squadron 724th Special Tactics Group 347th Rescue …

26 Special Tactics Squadron (2024) - x-plane.com
26 Special Tactics Squadron Retired, Jerry L. Thigpen, Jerry LThigpen , USAF, Retired. ... Operation
Varsity The CCT story continued in Volume II detailing the 21st Century fight in the …

22 Special Tactics Squadron Copy - www2.x-plane.com
22 Special Tactics Squadron 22nd Special Tactics Squadron: A History of Pioneering Air Force Special
Operations Author: Dr. Michael J. "Mike" Spann, PhD (History), former USAF Special …

600 Perry Parkway Perry, GA 31069 (478) 224-5700
38th Rescue Squadron 308th Rescue Squadron 21st Special Tactics Squadron 22nd Rescue Squadron
24th Special Tactics Squadron 724th Special Tactics Group 347th Rescue …

The Hometown Paper for Hurlburt Field Friday, July 16, 2010
Jul 16, 2010 · from the 21st Special Tactics Squadron at Pope Air Force Base, N.C, is participating in
the Sea to Shining Sea ride. The bike trek across America started at the …

Joint Close Air Support - DTIC
US Air Force Senior Airman Corban Caliguire and Tech Sgt Aaron Switzer, 21st Special Tactics
Squadron joint terminal attack controllers (JTACs), call for an A-10 Thunderbolt II aircraft to do …



August 16, 2024 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD— Extensions of …
Aug 16, 2024 · in the Special Tactics Community. For those who knew him, Roll Tide. He was also a
long- time official of baseball and basketball games. He retired from Realty South in …

Tip of the Spear - SOCOM
(Cover) A CV-22 Osprey assigned to the 21st Special Operations Squadron conducts air support for
U.S. Army Soldiers with the 1st Battalion, 1st Special Forces Group (Airborne), during …

The soldiers, pinned down on the mountain slope, would have …
the 21st Special Tactics Squadron at Pope AFB, N.C. He was on his first deployment to Afghanistan,
and was embedded with ODA 3336. Air Force SSgt. Robert Guiterrez Jr. was on …

Programming Aug 29 - Sept 4 2022 - colfaxstrong.com
Sep 4, 2022 · assigned to the 21st Special Tactics Squadron, based in Pope Air Force Base, NC, died
on September 29, 2010, while conducting combat operations in Uruzgan province, …

AIR FORCE CROSS CEREMONY TODAY AT POPE
Special Tactics Squadron, Combat Controller in the vicinity of Gardez, in the eastern highlands of
Afghanistan, on 4 March 2002. (Adcock photo) ... extraordinary heroism in military operations …

PA Comm Plan - ADDM Flights supporting STS-116 - 102406
Roland was a Special Tactics Officer at the 23rd Special Tactics Squadron here. He graduated from
the U.S. Air Force Academy in 2010. Upon completing the rigorous STO training program …

INSIDE D-M AFB is AFSOC’s next power projection wing
A U-28A Draco assigned to the 319th Special Operations Squadron is parked on the flightline at
Hurlburt Field, Florida, Aug. 12, 2020. The U-28 Draco fleets at Cannon AFB, New Mexico, …

Air Force World
ler assigned to an Army Special Forces team charged with clearing a road of improvised explosive
devices near Bagh Khosak in September 2009. After insurgents ambushed the team, Villegas, …

DAVID H. TABOR - Congress.gov
> endobj 3 0 obj > endobj 8 0 obj > stream xœ} ½JÃ …¿Ô‚(Šƒ 28¸h“¦iRpi" ×V¡©S’¦AìOHSô
tspu+.¾€èc( âà#ˆ ³¤AR xàÂÇáÀ½÷@® — ?ˆÂFÝ [V[œ G@`*Û dK€ï—$û¼õO.K oä @ ¶¬6 …

“Knife Tales” 21 Special Operations Squadron st Nakon …
1 1 “Knife Tales” st21 Special Operations Squadron Nakon Phanom, AB, Thailand by Robert R. Arnau
July 5, 2005 The following are my recollections of operations of the 21 st Special …

Joint Close Air Support - DTIC
US Air Force Senior Airman Corban Caliguire and Tech Sgt Aaron Switzer, 21st Special Tactics
Squadron joint terminal attack controllers (JTACs), call for an A-10 Thunderbolt II aircraft to do …

History of the Combat Security Police In Vietnam Operation …
volunteers from the 37th Security Police Squadron at Phu Cat Air Base in the application of active
defense tactics. Most of the special application combat equipment and vehicles were left in …

321st SPECIAL TACTICS SQUADRON - usafunithistory.com
The 321st STS also has special operations weathermen assigned to provide weather support for U.S.
Army Special Forces. LINEAGE 321st Fighter Control Squadron constituted and …



Air Force World
bat controller with the 21st Special Tactics Squadron at Pope AFB, N.C., received the Air Force Cross
March 10, joining an elite group of only 187 airmen—including 23 other enlisted …

Resolute Support Mission - NATO
May 23, 2017 · Resolute Support Mission Troop Contributing Nations May 2017 1 Turkey recognises
the Republic of Macedonia with its constitutional name. 2 See links to media …

24th Special Tactics Squadron Patch (2024) - Sutton Place …
24th Special Tactics Squadron Patch: Brothers in Berets Forrest L. Marion,2018 The Air Force Special
Operations Command AFSOC special tactics community is a small tight knit …

Us Army Medals For Valor - mamawohnfest.wordpress.com
Pope Army Airfield, N.C. -- One U.S. Air Force Special Tactics Airman from 21st Special Tactics
Squadron, 24th Special Operations Wing, will receive the Air. Bennie Adkins received the …

Tip of the Spear - ufdcimages.uflib.ufl.edu
Special Tactics Squadron, Hurlburt Field, Fla., and members of various rescue teams climb a ladder to
get to a 25-year-old woman who has been trapped in a collapsed building for seven …

Air Force Cross - homeofheroes.com
States as Special Tactics Officer of the 21st Special Tactics Squadron, in action near Laghman
Province, Afghanistan, on 4 May 2010. On that date, while attached to Army Special Forces …

Photography by Guy Aceto - SgtMacsBar
The 21st Special Tactics Squadron sup-plies the combat controller teams that help create US
footholds in enemy territory. Combat controllers, such as the airmen pictured at right, …

Photo illustration by Jennifer Miller - SOCOM
Special Tactics Squadron marshals an MC-130H Combat Talon II after landing at Sendai Airport March
16. 5) Air Force Staff Sgt. Chris Allen, 320th Special Tactics Squadron special …

21st SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON
Consolidated squadron retains 21st Special Operations Squadron designation. Activated, 1 May 1988
STATIONS Moffett Field, CA, 1 Feb 1940 Hamilton Field, CA, 10 Sep–Oct 1941 ...

AF
The command's special tactics squadrons combine combat controllers, tactical air control party
members, special reconnaissance airmen and pararescuemen with other services' SOF to …

August 16, 2024 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD— Extensions of …
Aug 16, 2024 · then he was assigned to the 1st Special Oper-ations Command as a Psychological
Oper-ations Specialist. LTC Pearson has been a steadfast pillar in our …

August 16, 2024 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD— Extensions of …
Aug 16, 2024 · then he was assigned to the 1st Special Oper-ations Command as a Psychological
Oper-ations Specialist. LTC Pearson has been a steadfast pillar in our …

Team Sport, Combat Search and Rescue over Serbia, 1999
Aug 22, 2016 · manuscript on the history of Air Force Special Tactics, 1953-2003. (Overleaf) Special
Forces personnel performing CSAR duty for combat operations over Serbia. (Photo …



321st SPECIAL TACTICS SQUADRON
The 321st STS also has special operations weathermen assigned to provide weather support for U.S.
Army Special Forces. LINEAGE 321st Fighter Control Squadron constituted and …

Special Air Service - 55fstramc.com
the Special Raiding Squadron under Mayne's command and the Special Boat Squadron was placed
under the command of George Jellicoe.[ 2 1 ] The Special Raiding Squadron fought in …

U.S. AIR FORCE SPECIAL TACTICS - U.S. Department of Defense
military a unique special tactics capability. That teamed was coined “Brand X.” Over the years,
additional capabilities were added to this group and have grown into what we call Air Force …

1 SPECIAL OPERATIONS LOGISTICS READINESS SQUADRON
Force-wide on combat critical ground refueling techniques and tactics in remote and hostile enemy
areas. Finally, the Management Systems Flight provides training, resources and the …

21st SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON
21st Helicopter Squadron constituted, 24 Feb 1956 Activated, 9 Jul 1956 Inactivated, 15 Oct 1957
Activated, 30 Jun 1967 Organized, 15 Jul 1967 Redesignated 21st Special Operations …

Outstanding airmen Of the year - Air Force Magazine
21st Special Tactics Sq. (Air Force Special Operations Command) Pope AFB, N.C. Home of Record:
Chula Vista, Calif. Directed and controlled more than 40 CAS strikes and strafing runs …

U N I T E D S T A T E S A I R F O R C E - Randolph Air Force Base
Aug 12, 2024 · U N I T E D S T A T E S A I R F O R C E COLONEL RODGER A. JENNRICH Colonel Rodger
A. Jennrich is currently serving as the Deputy Commander of the

321st SPECIAL TACTICS SQUADRON
The 321st STS also has special operations weathermen assigned to provide weather support for U.S.
Army Special Forces. LINEAGE 321st Fighter Control Squadron constituted and …

21st SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON - DEPARTMENT OF …
21st Helicopter Squadron constituted, 24 Feb 1956 Activated, 9 Jul 1956 Inactivated, 15 Oct 1957
Activated, 30 Jun 1967 Organized, 15 Jul 1967 Redesignated 21st Special Operations …

Team Sport, Combat Search and Rescue over Serbia, 1999
manuscript on the history of Air Force Special Tactics, 1953-2003. (Overleaf) Special Forces personnel
performing CSAR duty for combat operations over Serbia. (Photo sources are …

321st SPECIAL TACTICS SQUADRON - ww.usafunithistory.com
The 321st STS also has special operations weathermen assigned to provide weather support for U.S.
Army Special Forces. LINEAGE 321st Fighter Control Squadron constituted and …

August 16, 2024 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD— Extensions of …
Aug 16, 2024 · then he was assigned to the 1st Special Oper-ations Command as a Psychological
Oper-ations Specialist. LTC Pearson has been a steadfast pillar in our …
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