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Introduction: Navigating the 2021 AP World History
DBQ

The 2021 AP World History: Modern DBQ, focused on the impact of industrialization on
global societies, presented a unique challenge to students. This report delves into a
comprehensive analysis of the 2021 AP World History DBQ, examining its historical
context, the types of documents included, the skills assessed, and strategies for success.
We will analyze common student errors and offer recommendations for future exam
takers. Understanding the nuances of this specific exam provides valuable insight into the
broader AP World History exam and the skills required for success in advanced history
courses.

The Historical Context of the 2021 AP World History
DBQ

The prompt for the 2021 AP World History DBQ centered on the multifaceted impacts of
industrialization on various societies globally. This timeframe, encompassing roughly the
18th and 19th centuries, witnessed a dramatic shift in global power dynamics and social
structures. The question required students to analyze the varied responses to
industrialization, acknowledging the complexities of its influence across different regions
and cultures. The 2021 AP World History DBQ wasn't simply about the technological



advancements; it demanded an understanding of the social, economic, and political
consequences that rippled across the globe.

Analyzing the Documents of the 2021 AP World History
DBQ

The 2021 AP World History DBQ provided a range of primary source documents, including
excerpts from government reports, personal accounts, and statistical data. These
documents represented diverse perspectives on industrialization, forcing students to
synthesize information from multiple viewpoints. Some documents highlighted the benefits
of industrialization, such as increased production and economic growth, while others
focused on its negative consequences, like social inequality and environmental
degradation. The successful navigation of the 2021 AP World History DBQ demanded a
critical analysis of each document's origin, purpose, and bias.

Skills Assessed in the 2021 AP World History DBQ

The 2021 AP World History DBQ assessed several crucial historical thinking skills. These
included:

Argumentation: Students needed to develop a clear, concise, and well-supported thesis
statement that directly addressed the prompt's question.

Use of Evidence: Effective use of evidence from the provided documents was paramount.
Simply summarizing the documents was insufficient; students needed to analyze and
interpret them to support their arguments.

Contextualization: Students had to place the documents and the broader topic of
industrialization within its historical context, demonstrating an understanding of relevant
global events and trends.

Synthesis: A successful response to the 2021 AP World History DBQ required synthesizing
information from the documents with outside knowledge to create a sophisticated
historical argument.

Common Student Errors and Strategies for
Improvement

Common errors in the 2021 AP World History DBQ included:

Thesis Statement Weakness: Many students failed to create a strong, specific thesis
statement that directly addressed the prompt.

Insufficient Use of Evidence: Some students simply summarized the documents without
effectively analyzing them or linking them to their arguments.

Lack of Contextualization: Failure to place the documents and events within their broader
historical context hindered the overall analysis.

Weak Synthesis: Many responses lacked the necessary synthesis of document information
with outside knowledge.



To improve, students should practice writing clear thesis statements, analyze documents
critically, develop strong contextualization skills, and integrate outside knowledge
effectively. Regular practice with past 2021 AP World History DBQs and other similar
exercises is essential for mastering these skills.

Conclusion

The 2021 AP World History DBQ provided a challenging but valuable assessment of
students' historical thinking skills. Successfully navigating this essay requires a deep
understanding of the historical context, a critical analysis of primary source documents,
and the ability to construct a well-supported argument. By understanding the common
pitfalls and adopting effective strategies, students can significantly improve their
performance on future AP World History exams. The focus on analysis, synthesis, and
contextualization underscores the importance of developing these higher-order thinking
skills for success in any advanced history course.

FAQs

1. What is the weighting of the DBQ on the AP World History exam? The DBQ is a
significant portion of the AP World History exam, contributing substantially to the
overall score.

1. What types of documents are typically included in the AP World History DBQ? A
variety of primary source documents, including letters, maps, charts, and excerpts
from speeches or texts.

1. How many documents are usually included in the AP World History DBQ? Typically,
between 7 and 10 documents are provided.

1. How long should a student spend on the AP World History DBQ? Allow ample time
for planning, reading, analyzing documents, writing, and reviewing the essay.

1. What is the difference between analysis and summary in the context of a DBQ?
Summarizing simply restates the information; analysis interprets and explains its
significance.



1. How important is contextualization in the DBQ? Contextualization is crucial for
demonstrating a comprehensive understanding of historical events.

1. What is the role of outside knowledge in the AP World History DBQ? Outside
knowledge is essential for providing context, synthesis, and a deeper analysis.

1. How is the AP World History DBQ graded? The DBQ is scored holistically, based on
the quality of the thesis, use of evidence, contextualization, synthesis, and historical
argumentation.

1. Where can I find practice DBQs for the AP World History exam? The College Board
website offers past exam questions and sample responses.

Related Articles

1. "Analyzing Primary Sources: A Guide for AP World History Students": This article
provides a detailed guide on how to effectively analyze primary source documents for
the AP World History exam, including strategies for identifying bias and interpreting
complex information.

1. "Crafting a Strong Thesis Statement for the AP World History DBQ": This article
focuses on the importance of a clear and concise thesis statement, offering practical
tips and examples.

1. "Contextualization in the AP World History DBQ: A Step-by-Step Approach": This
article guides students through the process of effectively contextualizing historical
events and documents.

1. "Mastering Synthesis in the AP World History DBQ": This article focuses on the skill
of synthesis, explaining how to connect evidence from documents with outside
knowledge.



1. "Understanding the AP World History Scoring Rubric": A comprehensive explanation
of the scoring rubric for the AP World History DBQ, enabling students to understand
the criteria for scoring.

1. "Common Mistakes in the AP World History DBQ and How to Avoid Them": This
article highlights frequent errors made by students and offers strategies for
improvement.

1. "Time Management Strategies for the AP World History Exam": This article provides
advice on allocating time effectively during the AP World History exam.

1. "The Evolution of the AP World History DBQ": This article discusses the changes in
the AP World History DBQ over time, highlighting the evolution of scoring criteria
and expectations.

1. "Preparing for the AP World History Exam: A Comprehensive Guide": This article
serves as a comprehensive guide for students preparing for the AP World History
exam, encompassing all sections and skills.
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