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Summary: This article delves into the implications of Subaru's decision to offer a manual transmission option
in its popular 2020 Forester SUV. We analyze the rarity of manuals in the modern SUV market, exploring
the reasons behind Subaru's choice and its potential impact on the automotive industry, consumer
preferences, and the future of manual transmissions.

Introduction: The year 2020 witnessed a curious anomaly in the automotive landscape: the introduction of a
manual transmission option for the Subaru Forester, a vehicle predominantly associated with automatic
transmissions. This seemingly small detail – the availability of a 2020 Subaru Forester manual – holds
significant implications for the industry's trajectory and the evolution of driving experiences. In an era
dominated by automated driving systems and the near-ubiquitous adoption of automatic transmissions,
Subaru's decision to buck the trend deserves a closer examination.

The Decline of the Manual Transmission: For decades, the manual transmission, or stick shift, was the
standard in automobiles. However, the past two decades have seen a dramatic decline in its popularity.
Factors contributing to this decline include improved automatic transmission technology (offering smoother
shifting and better fuel economy), stricter emission regulations favoring automatic gearboxes, and a shift in
consumer preferences towards convenience and ease of use. The rise of automatic transmissions,
particularly continuously variable transmissions (CVTs), has led many manufacturers to phase out manual



options entirely, viewing them as a niche offering with limited market appeal.

The 2020 Subaru Forester Manual: A Counter-Trend: Against this backdrop, the 2020 Subaru Forester
manual stands out as a noteworthy exception. Subaru, known for its all-wheel-drive prowess and a
dedicated following of enthusiasts, recognized a segment of the market that still values the engagement and
control offered by a manual transmission. The 2020 Subaru Forester manual appealed to drivers who
appreciated the visceral connection to their vehicle, the ability to precisely manage gear selection, and the
potentially improved fuel economy (in certain driving situations) offered by a manual gearbox.

Implications for the Industry: Subaru's decision to offer the 2020 Subaru Forester manual has several
implications for the wider automotive industry. First, it demonstrates that there is still a market segment
for manual transmissions, albeit a smaller one. This suggests that manufacturers who write off manuals
entirely might be overlooking a loyal customer base that values a more engaging driving experience.
Second, it challenges the assumption that all consumers prioritize convenience above all else. The continued
demand for manual transmissions, however small, shows that driver engagement and a more active role in
the driving process are still important considerations for a significant number of drivers.

The 2020 Forester Manual's Impact on Subaru's Brand Image: The availability of the 2020 Subaru Forester
manual also reinforces Subaru's image as a brand that caters to a diverse range of drivers. By offering both
automatic and manual options, Subaru appeals to a broader customer base, showcasing its commitment to
catering to individual preferences. This strategy reinforces brand loyalty and allows Subaru to connect with
a wider audience beyond those simply looking for the most convenient option.

Analyzing Sales Figures: While precise sales figures for the 2020 Subaru Forester manual are difficult to
obtain publicly, anecdotal evidence and forum discussions suggest that the manual option did indeed find a
dedicated buyer base. Although it likely represented a small percentage of overall Forester sales, its
existence proved that the demand wasn't entirely nonexistent. This data points to the need for
manufacturers to carefully analyze market segments and not prematurely abandon niche offerings.

The Future of Manual Transmissions: While the future of manual transmissions remains uncertain, the
2020 Subaru Forester manual suggests that the technology may not be entirely obsolete. As long as a
segment of consumers values the driving experience it provides, there is a potential market for manual
transmission vehicles. However, it's likely that manuals will continue to be offered in specific models and
trim levels, rather than becoming standard across the board.

Conclusion: The 2020 Subaru Forester manual, while a seemingly minor detail in the automotive world,
represents a significant counter-trend in an industry increasingly focused on automation and convenience.



It underscores the persistent demand for a more engaging driving experience and challenges the
assumption that all drivers prioritize ease of use above all else. Subaru's decision serves as a valuable lesson
for other manufacturers, highlighting the importance of recognizing and catering to diverse consumer
preferences within the market.

FAQs:

What engine was offered with the 2020 Subaru Forester manual transmission? The 2020 Subaru1.
Forester manual was offered with the 2.5L naturally aspirated four-cylinder engine.

Was the manual transmission available in all trim levels of the 2020 Forester? No, the manual1.
transmission was typically only available in the base or lower trim levels.

How does the fuel economy of the 2020 Subaru Forester manual compare to the automatic? Fuel1.
economy can vary depending on driving style, but in some situations, the manual could offer slightly
better fuel economy.

Is the 2020 Subaru Forester manual transmission difficult to drive? The driving experience will1.
depend on the driver's familiarity with manual transmissions; however, it's generally considered a
relatively user-friendly manual.

Are parts for the 2020 Subaru Forester manual transmission readily available? Parts availability is1.
generally good, as Subaru continues to support its models for many years.

How does the clutch feel on the 2020 Subaru Forester manual? The clutch engagement is generally1.
described as smooth and predictable.



What is the resale value of a 2020 Subaru Forester manual compared to an automatic? Resale value1.
may be slightly lower for the manual transmission version due to lower demand.

What are the advantages of choosing a 2020 Subaru Forester manual over an automatic? Advantages1.
include greater driver engagement, potentially better fuel economy, and a more connected driving
experience.

Are there any disadvantages to choosing a 2020 Subaru Forester manual? Disadvantages may include1.
slightly less convenience in stop-and-go traffic, and potentially a steeper learning curve for new
manual drivers.

Related Articles:

2020 Subaru Forester Review: A Comprehensive Overview: A detailed review of the 2020 Subaru1.
Forester, covering all aspects, including performance, safety, and technology.

Subaru Forester Manual Transmission Guide: A step-by-step guide on how to operate a manual1.
transmission in the 2020 Subaru Forester.

Comparing the 2020 Subaru Forester Manual and Automatic: A side-by-side comparison of the1.
performance and features of both transmission options.

Used 2020 Subaru Forester Manual: A Buyer's Guide: Advice and tips for purchasing a used 20201.
Subaru Forester with a manual transmission.



Is a Manual Transmission Right For You?: A guide helping drivers decide if a manual or automatic1.
transmission suits their needs and driving style.

The Future of Manual Transmissions in the SUV Market: A discussion on the viability and future1.
prospects of manual transmissions in the SUV segment.

2020 Subaru Forester Maintenance and Repair: Tips on maintaining and repairing a 2020 Subaru1.
Forester with a manual transmission.

Insurance Costs for the 2020 Subaru Forester Manual: An analysis of the insurance cost differences1.
between manual and automatic Forester models.

Top 5 Reasons to Buy a 2020 Subaru Forester Manual: Highlighting the key benefits and selling1.
points of the manual transmission option.

  2020 subaru forester manual: VW Golf, GTI, Jetta and Cabrio, 1999 Thru 2002 Jay Storer,
John H. Haynes, Haynes Manuals, 2003 Models covered: VW Golf, GTI, Jetta and Cabrio 1999
through 2002.
  2020 subaru forester manual: Star Wars: Guardians of the Whills Jon Tsuei, 2021-08-10
The Force is with me, and I am one with the Force. – Chirrut Îmwe Presiding over the Kyber Temple
on Jedha, the Guardians of the Whills, Baze Malbus and Chirrut Îmwe, had hoped to maintain a
peaceful balance despite the growing presence of the Empire in their Holy City. They struggle to
maintain their beliefs as stormtroopers threaten to take over, when Saw Gerrera appears offering
them a chance to help Jedha. How far are Baze and Chirrut willing to compromise for peace, or will
Saw’s plan be too dangerous to risk? Star Wars: Guardians of the Whills revisits Baze and Chirrut
before they meet the rebellion members who turn the tide in the fight against the Empire in Rogue
One: A Star Wars Story. Writer Jon Tsuei and manga artist Subaru bring the origin story of this
fan-favorite duo to life in a new manga adaptation based on the novel by Greg Rucka. © & TM 2021
LUCASFILM LTD Copyright © 2021 Disney Enterprises, Inc. All rights reserved. -- VIZ Media
  2020 subaru forester manual: Citroen Relay Peugeot Boxer 1.9 and 2.5 Litre Diesel Workshop
Manual 1994-2001 Brooklands Books Ltd, 2015-06-01 This 'Owners Edition' workshop manual
covers the Citroen Relay and the Peugeot Boxer diesel powered with two 1.9 litre engines, a



naturally aspirating diesel engine and a turbodiesel engine, known as the XUD engines. Two 2.5
Litre engines were also fitted to both makes, without or with turbocharger, known as DJ5 engines.
  2020 subaru forester manual: Trying to See Round Corners Reg Morris, 2021-06-24 This
offers honest and largely unedited glimpses into the world of social work of 40 years or so ago.
Illustrated by the professional practice of one Colin Millwood, an enthusiastic but otherwise green
social worker, it coincides with the early beginnings of his arrival at his local Social Services
Department.
  2020 subaru forester manual: The Rainbow Carly Schabowski, 2021-07-28 There, on the
dusty floorboards, was a piece of paper, folded neatly. A newspaper article, written in German,
alongside a faded picture of two men in Nazi uniforms staring at the camera. I was about to place it
back in the box of forgotten things when something in the text jumped out at me. My breath caught
in my chest. I know that name. London, present day. Isla has grown up hearing her beloved
grandad's stories about his life as a child in pre-war Poland and as a young soldier bravely fighting
the Germans to protect his people. So she is shocked and heartbroken to find, while collecting
photos for his 95th birthday celebration, a picture of her dear grandfather wearing a Nazi uniform.
Is everything she thought she knew about him a lie? Unable to question him due to his advanced
dementia, Isla wraps herself in her rainbow-coloured scarf, a memento of his from the war, and
begins to hunt for the truth behind the photograph. What she uncovers is more shocking than she
could have ever anticipated - a tale of childhood sweethearts torn apart by family duty, and how one
young man risked his life, his love and the respect of his own people, to secretly fight for justice
from inside the heart of the enemy itself... An heartbreaking novel of love, betrayal and a secret
passed down through a family. Inspired by an incredible true story. Perfect for fans of The Tattooist
of Auschwitz, We Were the Lucky Ones and The Alice Network. Readers absolutely love The
Rainbow: 'Oh my gosh... this book broke me... it will stay with me for a very long time...
heart-breaking, poignant, gripping and compelling I felt every emotion... I read this book in one
sitting.' Fiction Vixen Reads, ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐ 'Will rip your heart out... It has heartache, pain, loss, joy, and
sorrow. It's a great WWII historical fiction... heartbreaking.' Books Read By Prairie Girl
  2020 subaru forester manual: Subaru Impreza WRX and WRX STI James Taylor,
2013-02-01 Few cars in modern times have caused as much of a stir as the turbocharged Subaru
Impreza. It came from nowhere at the start of the 1990s to claim three successive World Rally
Championships for its makers in the middle of that decade, and went on to become an enthusiasts'
car thanks to is affordability, high performance - and, of course, the glorious exhaust note of its
unusual flat-four 'boxer' engine. This book examines the three generations of Subaru Impreza WRX
and WRX STI from 1992 - 2012, including how the roadgoing cars were developed from the
successful rally models, production history and specification details. Topics covered include: History
of the Impreza, and early days in competition with the Leone and the Legacy models. Construction
and derivatives of the distinctive flat-four engine. Innovations in the Impreza's four-wheel-drive
system. Design and specifications for special editions. Includes material from Prodrive on their
limited edition models. Examines both rally and roadgoing cars.
  2020 subaru forester manual: National Automotive Sampling System, Crashworthiness
Data System , 1995
  2020 subaru forester manual: This is Sylvia , 1955
  2020 subaru forester manual: Motor Auto Repair Manual , 1979
  2020 subaru forester manual: Volkswagen Rabbit, Jetta (A1 Diesel Service Manual 1977,
1978, 1979, 1980, 1981, 1982, 1984, 1984: Including Pickup Truck and Turbo Diesel Bentley
Publishers, 2012-03-01 The Volkswagen Rabbit, Jetta (A1) Diesel Service Manual: 1977-1984 covers
1977 through 1984 models with diesel engines, including those built on the A1 platform. This
manual includes both the American-made and German-made Rabbits, VW Jettas, and VW Pickup
Trucks with diesel engines built for sale in the United States and Canada. Engines covered: * 1.6L
Diesel (engine code: CK, CR, JK) * 1.6L Turbo-Diesel (engine code: CY)
  2020 subaru forester manual: Maybe Kevin Brian Kiley, 2019-03-26 Tom returns from World



War II to discover his father and brother have turned their backs on him. Julie hopes to find a father
for her beloved Kevin. Plot twists, sacrifice and raw emotion greet the reader when the lives of the
two protagonists intersect as they each try and preserve what's left of their family. If a novel is a
map to emotions, Maybe Kevin (part Faulkner, part How I Met Your Mother) takes you on a
compelling trip, teasing you with the truth, all while excavating the layered reality of a family. It left
me sobbing. But the good kind of sobbing, where you also feel relieved. I sat down to read a chapter
but instead read the whole thing and cried like a baby. Surgically constructed art with words, Maybe
Kevin is a masterpiece. Whether a joke or a novel, Brian Kiley is my favorite writer. I'll read all the
words he puts together. - Wendy Liebman, Comedian
  2020 subaru forester manual: Grumpypants Steve Stinson, 2013-05-01 When all the guys find
out that Grumpypants has a bed with two wrong sides, they use their wits to fix the problem so that
their friend will come out and play again.
  2020 subaru forester manual: Chevrolet Corvette, 1968-1982 John Haynes, 1999-07-30
Haynes disassembles every subject vehicle and documents every step with thorough instructions and
clear photos. Haynes repair manuals are used by the pros, but written for the do-it-yourselfer.
  2020 subaru forester manual: Profit Wise Jeff Morrill, 2021-02-28 Do the Right Thing. Grow
Your Business. Profit Wisely. Using the principles in this book, Jeff Morrill built businesses from
scratch in automotive retail, real estate, telecommunications, and insurance that generate over
$100,000,000 in annual revenue. His achievements in building flourishing, ethical companies have
been featured in a variety of national media including USA Today, Entrepreneur Magazine,
Automotive News, The Boston Globe, and others. That's because Jeff knows the secrets to building
highly profitable businesses: how to create systems and procedures that produce profits
automatically by focusing on doing the right thing every time. For the first time, Jeff shares all of
those secrets in one place. You really can outsell your competitors without selling out your integrity.
Contrary to popular belief, taking the high road really is the straightest path to the bottom line.
You'll learn how to earn more profits consistently in business while staying true to your values.
  2020 subaru forester manual: Can I Retire Yet? Darrow Kirkpatrick, 2016-05-20 You've
worked hard, lived carefully, and saved diligently. You've reached major milestones and accumulated
more assets than you dreamed possible, and yet you hesitate. Can I retire? This book will help
answer that question by showing you.... The tools you need to live a secure and independent
retirement, without worrying about money What you must know before leaving a career behind How
much it will cost you to live in retirement, and how to manage your cash flow The current choices for
retirement health care, including lesser-known but effective options The threat from inflation: two
secrets that politicians and bankers will never admit A realistic assessment of the impact that
income taxes will have on your retirement Social Security's role in your retirement: when you should
claim and how much it's worth to you How to construct and manage an investment portfolio for
income and growth in retirement About immediate annuities and why you need multiple sources of
retirement income The key variables and unknowns in your retirement withdrawal equation Reviews
of the best retirement calculators, and tips for how to use them accurately Beyond the simplistic 4%
Rule to the latest research on safe withdrawal rates Realistic bracketing of your retirement savings
needs, without over caution or overconfidence The history of economic cycles and the related asset
classes for optimal retirement security A survey of strategies plus original research for how to
orchestrate your retirement distributions A practical retirement fuel gauge alerting you to problems
while you still have time to act Backup plans: the lifeboat strategies for ensuring you'll never be
without essential income The 6 crucial questions to answer before you can retire The one, simple,
powerful, non-financial reason that you can and should retire earlier than later
  2020 subaru forester manual: Adventure Motorcycling Handbook Chris Scott, 2005 Every
red-blooded motorcyclist dreams of making the Big Trip--this updated fifth edition shows them how.
Choosing a bike, deciding on a destination, bike preparation, documentation and shipping,
trans-continental route outlines across Africa, Asia and Latin America, and back-country riding in
SW USA, NW Canada and Australia. Plus--first hand accounts of biking adventures worldwide.



  2020 subaru forester manual: The House Hacking Strategy Craig Curelop, 2019-10-17
Don't pay for your home--hack it and live for free! Savvy investors have been using a little-known,
but clever strategy in real estate for decades--and now, you will learn exactly how to perfect this
trade secret! When mastered, house hacking can save you thousands of dollars in monthly expenses,
build tens of thousands of dollars in equity each year, and provide the financial means to retire early.
In fact, the average house hacker can turn a single-family home or small multifamily property into a
cash-flowing investment. You can collect rent that completely covers your living expenses--and then
some! In this book, serial house hacker Craig Curelop lays out the in-depth details so you can make
your first (or next) house hack a huge success. Inside, you will learn: What house hacking is, and
why it's one of the best methods for building wealth The different types of house-hacking strategies
you can use--no one size fits all here! The incredible connection between house hacking, wealth
building, and early retirement How to get started house hacking--even with low income or low
savings Strategies to house hack with a family, spouse, or independently How to find the ideal house
hack property--even in a competitive or expensive market Stories from real estate investors all over
the country on their house-hacking triumphs, mishaps, and their purpose behind house hacking.
Property-management strategies to make ownership a breeze House hacking doesn't have to be a
mystery. Discover why so many successful investors support their investment careers with house
hacking--and learn from a frugality expert who has hacked his way toward financial freedom!
  2020 subaru forester manual: 2020 Collector Car Price Guide Old Cars Report Price Guide
Editors, 2019-07-02 Car values fluctuate wildly, never more so than in our current economic
environment. Pricing information is a must for collectors, restorers, buyers, sellers, insurance agents
and a myriad of others who rely on reliable authoritative data. With well over 300,000 listings for
domestic cars and light trucks, and various import vehicles manufactured between 1901 and 2012,
this is the most thorough price guide on the market. This invaluable reference is for the serious car
collector as well as anyone who wants to know the value of a collector car they are looking to buy or
sell. Prices in this must-have reference reflect the latest values, in up to six grades of condition, from
the esteemed Old Cars Price Guide database. New information for the most recent model year will
also be added to our new Old Car Report database.
  2020 subaru forester manual: Autocar , 2003
  2020 subaru forester manual: Subaru Legacy (10-16) & Forester (09-16) Haynes Publishing,
2017-06-15 Complete coverage for your Subaru Legacy (10-16) & Forester (09-16):
  2020 subaru forester manual: Automotive News , 2002
  2020 subaru forester manual: Daniel's Dogs Haynes Australia, 1994 Haynes DIY manual on
servicing and repairing Subaru Forester, Liberty and Outback models built between 2008 and 2018
  2020 subaru forester manual: Owner Manual Compatible with 2020 Ford Explorer - OEM
Owners Manual, Factory Glovebox Book. Helming, 2020-01-15
  2020 subaru forester manual: Subaru 1600 & 1800 1980 thru 1994 John Haynes,
1998-08-27 There is a Haynes manual for most popular domestic and import cars, trucks, and
motorcycles. By conducting complete tear-downs and rebuilds, the Haynes staff has discovered all
the problems owners will find in rebuilding or repairing their vehicle. Documenting the process in
hundreds of illustrations and clear step-by-step instructions makes every expert tip easy to follow.
From simple maintenance to trouble-shooting and complete engine rebuilds, it's easy with Haynes.
  2020 subaru forester manual: Owner Manual Compatible with 2020 Ford Escape - OEM
Owners Manual, Factory Glovebox Book. Helming, 2020-01-09
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