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Summary: This article delves into the complexities of the 2018 Ford F250 intermittent starting
problem, exploring various potential causes ranging from minor issues like low battery voltage to
more complex problems with the Power Stroke diesel engine's fuel system, electrical system, or even
the computer modules. It highlights the challenges associated with diagnosing this type of problem,
emphasizing the importance of systematic troubleshooting and the use of diagnostic tools. The
article also discusses potential solutions and preventative measures to avoid future occurrences of
the 2018 Ford F250 intermittent starting problem.

Understanding the 2018 Ford F250 Intermittent Starting
Problem: A Multifaceted Challenge

The 2018 Ford F250, often equipped with the powerful Power Stroke diesel engine, is a robust
vehicle, but even these workhorses can experience intermittent starting problems. This
unpredictable nature makes diagnosis significantly more challenging than a complete engine failure.
The "intermittent" aspect means the truck might start perfectly one day and refuse to crank the
next, making it difficult to pinpoint the root cause. This frustrating issue can stem from a multitude
of sources, each requiring a different approach to troubleshooting and repair.

Common Culprits Behind the 2018 Ford F250 Intermittent
Starting Problem:

Battery and Charging System: A weak battery or a faulty alternator can cause intermittent1.



starting issues. The battery may provide enough power for some starts but not others,
particularly in cold weather or after extended periods of inactivity. Testing the battery's
voltage and cranking amps, as well as the alternator's output, is crucial.

Starting System Components: Problems with the starter motor itself, the starter solenoid, or1.
the battery cables (corrosion or loose connections) can also lead to intermittent starting. A
clicking sound when attempting to start often points towards issues within the starting system.

Fuel System Issues: The 2018 F250's complex fuel system, particularly in diesel models, is a1.
common source of starting problems. This includes issues with the fuel pump, fuel injectors,
fuel filter, or even a clogged fuel line. Air in the fuel system can also prevent the engine from
starting reliably.

Electrical System Problems: Faulty sensors, wiring harnesses, or control modules can disrupt1.
the engine's starting sequence. The truck's computer constantly monitors various parameters,
and a malfunction in any of these components can prevent the engine from starting. This often
manifests as intermittent behavior.

Glow Plug System (Diesel Engines): Diesel engines rely on glow plugs to preheat the1.
combustion chambers, allowing for easier starting, especially in cold weather. Malfunctioning
glow plugs can result in intermittent starting, particularly in colder temperatures.

High-Pressure Oil Pump (Diesel Engines): The high-pressure oil pump is critical for lubrication1.
in the diesel engine. If it's failing, it may not provide sufficient oil pressure for the engine to
start consistently.

Diagnosing the 2018 Ford F250 Intermittent Starting
Problem: A Systematic Approach

Diagnosing an intermittent starting problem requires a systematic and methodical approach. Relying
solely on guesswork is inefficient and can lead to unnecessary expenses. Here’s a suggested process:

Gather Information: Document the circumstances surrounding the starting failure. Does it1.
happen more frequently in cold weather? Does it occur after the truck has been sitting for a



while? Any additional symptoms (e.g., unusual noises, warning lights) should also be noted.

Visual Inspection: Check for obvious issues like corroded battery terminals, loose wiring, or1.
damaged components.

Battery and Alternator Testing: Use a multimeter to test the battery voltage, cranking amps,1.
and the alternator's output.

Diagnostic Scan Tool: A professional-grade scan tool can read diagnostic trouble codes (DTCs)1.
stored in the truck's computer. These codes can provide valuable clues about the source of the
problem.

Systematic Component Testing: Based on the initial assessments, systematically test individual1.
components, such as the starter motor, fuel pump, fuel injectors, glow plugs (for diesel
engines), and sensors.

Professional Assistance: If you are unable to diagnose the problem yourself, it's crucial to seek1.
professional help from a qualified mechanic familiar with the 2018 Ford F250 and its Power
Stroke engine.

Opportunities for Prevention and Mitigation:

Regular maintenance is key to preventing intermittent starting problems. This includes:

Battery Maintenance: Regularly check the battery's terminals for corrosion and clean them as
needed. Consider replacing the battery before it fails completely.

Fluid Changes: Regularly change the engine oil and fuel filter to ensure optimal performance.

Regular Inspections: Schedule regular inspections of the vehicle's electrical system, fuel system, and
starting system.

Addressing Minor Issues Promptly: Don't ignore warning signs or minor issues; addressing them
early can prevent major problems down the line.



Conclusion

The 2018 Ford F250 intermittent starting problem presents a significant challenge due to its
unpredictable nature. However, by following a systematic diagnostic approach and understanding
the potential sources of the problem, you can significantly improve your chances of resolving the
issue. Regular maintenance and prompt attention to minor problems are crucial in preventing future
occurrences. When in doubt, seeking professional help is always the best course of action.

FAQs

Can a bad ground cause intermittent starting problems? Yes, a poor ground connection can1.
interrupt the electrical flow needed to start the engine, leading to intermittent starting.

How much does it typically cost to repair a 2018 Ford F250 intermittent starting problem? The1.
cost can vary widely depending on the cause of the problem and the required repairs. It could
range from a simple battery replacement to extensive repairs involving the fuel system or
engine control module.

Can I drive my 2018 Ford F250 with an intermittent starting problem? While you might be1.
able to drive it for short distances, it's not advisable. The problem could worsen, leading to
complete engine failure or a dangerous situation on the road.

Are there any common recalls related to the 2018 Ford F250's starting system? Check the1.
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) website for any recalls affecting your
specific vehicle identification number (VIN).

What is the role of the PCM (Powertrain Control Module) in the starting process? The PCM1.
controls many aspects of the starting sequence, monitoring various sensors and activating
components like the fuel pump and injectors.

How can I prevent corrosion on my battery terminals? Regularly clean the terminals with a1.
wire brush and apply a corrosion inhibitor.



Is it possible to diagnose the problem myself? While some basic checks can be done at home, a1.
professional diagnosis is often needed for complex intermittent starting issues.

What are the signs of a failing starter motor? A slow cranking engine, a clicking sound when1.
trying to start, or a complete failure to crank are all potential signs.

How long does it usually take to diagnose and repair the 2018 Ford F250 intermittent starting1.
problem? This depends on the complexity of the problem and the availability of parts. It could
take a few hours to several days.
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research involving clinical, basic, behavioral, and social science disciplines. By defining and
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travel, and adventure too.As a mom of teenagers who often feels like there aren't enough hours in
the day or ideas in her head, and as someone who has shared these tips with families around the
world in her email group and online platform, Celeste knows no effort is too small and it's never too
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modems, and CD-ROM and DVD devices. For this edition, material has been added on networking,
operating systems, peripheral devices and logic devices. ISDN and ADSL is also covered in more
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respect to why, how, when, where from, where to, how frequently, how long, & with whom. The
NPTS also provides info. by subgroups of the pop., e.g., by age, gender, race, zero-vehicle



households, which allows important policy analyses of how transport. serves these groups. This
report provides the results of the 1995 NPTS of travel by the civilian, non-institutionalized pop. age
5 & older.
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Halderman, 2023-02-24 This book provides information on the progress and evolution of the Ford
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