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I. Understanding the 2018 AP World History DBQ Prompt

The 2018 AP World History DBQ focused on [Insert the actual prompt here – you'll need to find the
specific prompt from a released exam or reputable source]. Understanding the nuances of this
prompt is crucial. It's not enough to simply summarize the documents; you must engage critically
with the question's underlying assumptions and construct a well-supported argument. The 2018
DBQ likely tested specific historical thinking skills, such as causation, comparison, periodization,
and continuity and change. Identifying these skills within the prompt will guide your response.

II. Analyzing the Documents for the 2018 AP World History
DBQ

The documents provided in the 2018 AP World History DBQ were diverse in source, perspective, and
content. Effective analysis requires more than simply summarizing each document. You need to:

Identify the source: Who created the document, and what is their perspective or bias?
Understanding the author's background is essential for interpreting the information presented.
Identify the content: What information is explicitly stated? What information is implied?



Identify the purpose: Why was this document created? What message is the author trying to convey?
Compare and contrast: How do the documents relate to one another? Are there points of agreement
or disagreement? Do they offer different perspectives on the same event or process?

Remember, the documents are evidence; they support your argument, but they do not constitute the
argument itself.

III. Crafting a Strong Thesis Statement for the 2018 AP World
History DBQ

Your thesis statement is the cornerstone of your response. It should clearly and concisely answer the
prompt's question, providing a roadmap for your argument. A strong thesis for the 2018 AP World
History DBQ would:

Directly address the prompt's question.
Present a clear and arguable claim.
Briefly outline the main points that will support your argument.
Avoid vague or overly general statements.

A weak thesis, on the other hand, might simply restate the prompt or offer a superficial observation
without a clear argument.

IV. Contextualization and Argumentation in the 2018 AP
World History DBQ

Contextualization is crucial for demonstrating historical understanding. For the 2018 DBQ, this
means placing the events and processes described in the documents within their broader historical
context. You should connect the events described in the documents to larger trends, patterns, or
developments in world history.

Argumentation involves presenting a clear, well-supported argument based on evidence from the
documents and your outside knowledge. This means using the documents as evidence to support
your claims and connecting them to your thesis statement. Avoid simply summarizing the
documents; use them to build your argument.

V. Avoiding Common Pitfalls in the 2018 AP World History
DBQ

Common mistakes students make on the 2018 AP World History DBQ include:

Simply summarizing the documents: The DBQ assesses your analytical and argumentative skills, not
your ability to summarize.
Ignoring the prompt: Make sure your response directly answers the specific question asked.
Lack of contextualization: Failing to place the events and processes in their broader historical
context limits the depth of your analysis.
Weak thesis statement: A poorly formulated thesis will weaken your entire response.
Insufficient use of evidence: Your argument needs to be supported by specific evidence from the



documents.
Ignoring different perspectives: Acknowledge and address different viewpoints presented in the
documents.

VI. Conclusion

Mastering the 2018 AP World History DBQ requires a multi-faceted approach: a thorough
understanding of the prompt, careful analysis of the documents, a strong thesis statement, effective
contextualization and argumentation, and a conscious effort to avoid common pitfalls. By focusing on
these key elements, you can significantly improve your chances of achieving a high score on the
exam.

VII. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

What is the weighting of the DBQ on the AP World History exam? The DBQ constitutes a1.
significant portion of the exam score.

How many documents are typically included in the AP World History DBQ? The number varies2.
slightly from year to year, but it's usually around 7-8 documents.

How much outside knowledge is required for the DBQ? Some outside knowledge is necessary3.
for proper contextualization and strengthening your arguments.

What is the best way to organize my DBQ response? A clear structure with a strong4.
introduction, well-organized body paragraphs, and a concise conclusion is crucial.

How much time should I allocate to each section of the DBQ? Time management is key;5.
allocate time proportionally to the points each section is worth.

Are there sample DBQs available for practice? Yes, the College Board website provides past6.
exam questions and scoring guidelines.

What resources can help me improve my DBQ writing skills? Numerous AP World History7.
review books and online resources offer guidance and practice.

What is the difference between analysis and summary in a DBQ? Analysis goes beyond8.
summarizing to interpret meaning, context, and implications.

How are DBQs graded? The AP graders use a rubric that evaluates argumentation, use of9.
evidence, contextualization, and other historical thinking skills.

VIII. Related Articles

Analyzing Bias in Historical Documents (AP World History): A guide to identifying bias in1.
primary and secondary sources.



Contextualization Strategies for AP World History DBQs: Advanced techniques for effective2.
contextualization.

Developing a Strong Thesis Statement for the AP World History Exam: A step-by-step guide to3.
creating compelling thesis statements.

Mastering the AP World History Argument Essay: Tips and strategies for the other essay4.
section of the AP exam.

Effective Use of Evidence in Historical Writing: Strategies for using historical evidence to5.
support your arguments.

Understanding the AP World History Scoring Rubric: A detailed explanation of the scoring6.
criteria for the DBQ and other exam components.

Common Mistakes to Avoid on the AP World History Exam: A comprehensive list of common7.
errors and how to avoid them.

Time Management Strategies for the AP World History Exam: Effective time allocation8.
strategies for the entire exam.

Review of the 2017 AP World History DBQ: An analysis of a previous year's DBQ and its key9.
themes.
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