2018 acura rdx technology and
acurawatch plus package

2018 Acura RDX Technology and AcuraWatch™ Plus
Package: A Retrospective Analysis

Author: Dr. Emily Carter, PhD in Automotive Engineering, former Senior
Engineer at Honda R&D Americas, specializing in advanced driver-assistance
systems (ADAS).

Publisher: Automotive Tech Insights, a leading online publication focusing on
automotive technology advancements and reviews, boasting over 1 million
monthly readers and a team of experienced automotive journalists and
engineers.

Editor: Mr. David Lee, Automotive Journalist with 15+ years of experience
covering the automotive industry, specializing in luxury vehicles and safety
features.

Keywords: 2018 Acura RDX technology, AcuraWatch™ Plus package, Acura RDX
review, 2018 Acura RDX safety features, ADAS, advanced driver-assistance
systems, luxury SUV technology, automotive technology, car technology review.

Abstract: This article provides a comprehensive analysis of the technology
and AcuraWatch™ Plus package offered in the 2018 Acura RDX. We examine its
features within the historical context of automotive safety and technological
advancements, assessing its current relevance and impact on the automotive
landscape. The analysis includes a detailed overview of the system's
components, its strengths and weaknesses, and its overall contribution to
enhancing driver safety and the driving experience.

1. Introduction: The 2018 Acura RDX and the Rise of
ADAS

The 2018 Acura RDX marked a significant step forward for Acura, introducing a
refined design and a suite of advanced technologies, including the
AcuraWatch™ Plus package. This package, representing a substantial investment
in Advanced Driver-Assistance Systems (ADAS), showcased Acura's commitment to
integrating cutting-edge safety features into its vehicles. This analysis
delves into the specifics of the 2018 Acura RDX technology and AcuraWatch™
Plus package, placing it within the broader context of the automotive
industry's evolution toward autonomous driving capabilities.



2. AcuraWatch™ Plus Package: A Detailed Breakdown

The AcuraWatch™ Plus package in the 2018 Acura RDX bundled several key safety
features:

Collision Mitigation Braking System (CMBS): This system used radar and camera
technology to detect potential frontal collisions and automatically apply
brakes to mitigate the impact or avoid the collision altogether. This was a
crucial advancement in active safety technology at the time.

Adaptive Cruise Control (ACC): ACC maintained a pre-set distance from the
vehicle ahead, automatically adjusting speed to maintain that distance,
reducing driver fatigue on long journeys.

Lane Keeping Assist (LKAS): LKAS gently nudged the steering wheel to keep the
vehicle centered within its lane, alerting the driver if lane drifting was
detected. This feature helped prevent unintentional lane departures.

Road Departure Mitigation (RDM): RDM complemented LKAS by providing audible
and visual warnings, and even applying braking intervention, to prevent the
vehicle from leaving the road.

These features, working in concert, significantly enhanced the safety of the
2018 Acura RDX. The integration of radar and camera technology was a notable
step toward more sophisticated driver-assistance systems.

3. Technology Beyond AcuraWatch™ Plus: Infotainment
and Connectivity

Beyond the AcuraWatch™ Plus package, the 2018 Acura RDX boasted a range of
other technological advancements. The infotainment system, featuring a
responsive touchscreen interface, provided access to navigation, audio, and
other vehicle functions. Smartphone integration via Apple CarPlay and Android
Auto was also included, enhancing connectivity and convenience. These
features were crucial in maintaining competitiveness within the luxury
compact SUV segment.

4. Historical Context: The Evolution of ADAS

The 2018 Acura RDX's technology, particularly the AcuraWatch™ Plus package,
represents a significant milestone in the evolution of ADAS. The early 2010s
witnessed a rapid increase in the adoption of these features, driven by
advancements in sensor technology, computing power, and a growing focus on
vehicle safety. The 2018 Acura RDX's inclusion of these technologies
positioned it as a leader in its class, demonstrating Acura's commitment to
incorporating the latest safety innovations.

5. Current Relevance: A Legacy of Safety

While newer vehicles boast even more advanced driver-assistance features, the



AcuraWatch™ Plus package in the 2018 Acura RDX remains highly relevant. The
core features—CMBS, ACC, LKAS, and RDM-continue to be valuable safety assets,
providing crucial assistance to drivers in various driving scenarios. The
2018 Acura RDX's technology, while not at the cutting edge today, still
offers a strong foundation of safety technology that many drivers would find
beneficial.

6. Strengths and Weaknesses of the 2018 Acura RDX
Technology

Strengths: The AcuraWatch™ Plus package provided a comprehensive suite of
safety features, integrating seamlessly into the driving experience. The
infotainment system was generally well-regarded for its user-friendliness.

Weaknesses: Some users reported occasional glitches with the LKAS and ACC
systems in challenging driving conditions. The overall processing speed of
the infotainment system could have been faster, especially when compared to
competitors.

7. Conclusion

The 2018 Acura RDX and its AcuraWatch™ Plus package stand as a testament to
the rapid advancements in automotive technology during the mid-2010s. While
newer models have surpassed it in terms of technological sophistication, the
2018 RDX's technology still offers a significant level of safety and
convenience. The legacy of the 2018 Acura RDX technology, particularly its
AcuraWatch™ Plus package, lies in its contribution to the broader adoption of
ADAS and its impact on enhancing road safety.

FAQs:

1. Is the AcuraWatch™ Plus package standard on all 2018 Acura RDX trims?
No, it was typically offered as an optional package on higher trims.

2. How effective is the CMBS in the 2018 Acura RDX? Its effectiveness
depends on various factors, including weather conditions and the speed
of the approaching vehicle. It's designed to mitigate, not entirely
prevent, collisions.

3. Can I upgrade the AcuraWatch™ Plus package in my 2018 Acura RDX? No,
these systems are typically factory-installed and not easily
upgradeable.

4. How does the ACC in the 2018 Acura RDX compare to other systems? It's a
solid system for its time, but newer ACC systems offer more advanced
features like stop-and-go functionality.



5. What are the limitations of LKAS in the 2018 Acura RDX? It's not a self-
driving system and requires driver attention and intervention. It may
not function optimally in adverse weather or on poorly marked roads.

6. Does the 2018 Acura RDX have blind-spot monitoring? Blind-spot
monitoring was available, but it might have been part of a different
package than AcuraWatch™ Plus.

7. How reliable is the infotainment system in the 2018 Acura RDX? Generally
reliable, but some users reported occasional software glitches.

8. Is the 2018 Acura RDX easy to maintain? Maintenance is generally
straightforward, but consult your owner's manual for specifics.

9. What is the resale value of a 2018 Acura RDX with the AcuraWatch™ Plus
package? The resale value depends on condition, mileage, and location
but generally holds its value well due to its safety features.
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