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1. Introduction: The Allure of the 2011 BMW 335i
Manual

The 2011 BMW 335i, particularly the model equipped with the manual
transmission, represents a compelling blend of performance, handling, and
driver engagement that's become increasingly rare in the modern automotive
landscape. This report delves into the specifics of this coveted model,
exploring its strengths, weaknesses, common issues, and overall ownership
experience. Understanding the nuances of the 2011 BMW 3351 manual
transmission is crucial for prospective buyers considering this rewarding yet
potentially demanding vehicle.

2. Performance and Handling: The Driving Experience

The heart of the 2011 BMW 335i manual transmission lies in its N55 twin-—
turbocharged inline-six engine. This engine produces a potent 300 horsepower
and 300 1lb-ft of torque, delivering exhilarating acceleration. The
combination of this powerful engine and the manual transmission provides a
truly engaging driving experience. The precise and responsive six-speed
manual gearbox allows for complete control over the power delivery, enhancing
the feeling of connection between driver and machine. This contrasts sharply
with the automatic transmission option, where some driving finesse is
inevitably lost.

The 335i's handling is equally impressive. Its renowned rear-wheel-drive
platform, combined with a well-tuned suspension, provides exceptional agility
and responsiveness. This makes the 2011 BMW 335i manual transmission a true
driver's car, capable of both spirited everyday driving and exhilarating
track performance. Numerous road tests from the era confirm its superior



handling compared to many competitors.

3. Reliability and Common Issues: Understanding
Potential Problems

While the 2011 BMW 335i is undeniably a powerful and fun car, it's not
without its potential reliability concerns. Owners of the 2011 BMW 3351
manual transmission should be aware of potential issues, including:

High-Pressure Fuel Pump (HPFP): While less prevalent in the N55 engine
compared to its predecessor (N54), HPFP failure can still occur and is a
costly repair.

Turbocharger Issues: Turbocharger issues, although not exceptionally common,
can be expensive to resolve. Regular maintenance is crucial to mitigate this
risk.

Valvetronic System: This system, responsible for variable valve 1lift, can
experience issues, potentially leading to rough running or reduced
performance.

Clutch Wear: Given the car's performance capabilities, clutch wear is a
reasonable expectation, particularly with spirited driving. Replacing the
clutch in a 2011 BMW 3351 manual transmission is a significant undertaking.

Regular preventative maintenance is vital for mitigating these risks and
extending the lifespan of the vehicle. This includes adhering to BMW's
recommended service intervals and using high-quality parts.

4. Maintenance and Repair Costs: A Realistic
Perspective

Maintaining a 2011 BMW 335i manual transmission requires a dedicated approach
and budget. Parts and labor costs can be significantly higher than those for
more mainstream vehicles. Therefore, potential buyers should factor in the
higher maintenance and repair costs associated with this luxury performance
car. Independent shops specializing in BMW repair often offer competitive
pricing compared to dealerships. Thorough pre-purchase inspections are
strongly recommended.

5. Used Car Buying Guide: What to Look For

When purchasing a used 2011 BMW 335i manual transmission, a comprehensive
pre-purchase inspection is essential. Look for signs of neglect, such as
leaks, unusual noises, or evidence of previous repairs. Check the service
history meticulously. A well-maintained example with a documented service
history significantly reduces the risk of costly repairs down the line. Pay
close attention to the condition of the clutch, as premature wear is a
possibility. Independent inspections by certified BMW mechanics are highly
advised before committing to a purchase.

6. Comparison with Competitors: Standing Out From the
Crowd

In 2011, the BMW 335i manual transmission competed against other sporty
sedans like the Audi S4 and the Mercedes-Benz C350. While the competitors
offered comparable performance, the 3351 often edged out the competition in



terms of driving dynamics and overall engagement. Its balanced chassis and
precise handling created a more rewarding driving experience for many
enthusiasts. However, the reliability concerns of the 3351 were a factor to
consider compared to the usually higher reliability scores of the German
competitors.

7. Conclusion: A Rewarding but Demanding Ownership
Experience

The 2011 BMW 3351 manual transmission remains a highly desirable vehicle for
driving enthusiasts. Its thrilling performance, engaging handling, and
distinctive character make it a compelling choice. However, prospective
buyers should be prepared for the higher maintenance and repair costs
associated with ownership. With careful consideration and diligent pre-
purchase inspection, the 2011 BMW 3351 manual transmission can offer a richly
rewarding ownership experience. But it's a car that demands respect for both
its mechanical demands and its capabilities.

FAQs

1. What is the average MPG of a 2011 BMW 335i manual transmission? Expect
around 17-20 MPG in combined city and highway driving, depending on
driving style.

1. How much does a used 2011 BMW 3351 manual transmission typically cost?
Prices vary widely based on condition, mileage, and location, but expect
to pay anywhere from $10,000 to $20,000.

1. What are the common problems with the N55 engine? High-Pressure Fuel
Pump (HPFP) failure, turbocharger issues, and Valvetronic system
problems are potential concerns.

1. How often should I service a 2011 BMW 335i manual transmission? Adhere
to BMW's recommended service intervals, typically every 10,000-15,000
miles.

1. Is the clutch difficult to use in the 2011 BMW 3351 manual? The clutch
has a relatively firm engagement, but it is generally considered
manageable with practice.

1. Are parts for the 2011 BMW 3351 expensive? Yes, parts are generally more
expensive than for mainstream vehicles.



1. What is the lifespan of the clutch in a 2011 BMW 3351 manual? The
lifespan depends on driving style, but expect to replace the clutch
sometime between 60,000 and 100,000 miles.

1. Can I perform maintenance on the 2011 BMW 335i myself? Some basic
maintenance can be done DIY, but more complex repairs should be left to
qualified professionals.

1. Is the 2011 BMW 3351 manual transmission a good first car? No, due to
its complexity, performance, and maintenance costs, it's not ideal as a
first car.
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