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Introduction:

The 2004 Acura TL, particularly the manual transmission variant, holds a special place in the hearts
of many automotive enthusiasts. This article delves deep into the historical context of this model,
examining its design, performance, technological advancements for its time, and its lasting impact
on the automotive landscape. We will also explore its current relevance in the used car market,
considering its reliability, maintenance needs, and overall value proposition in 2024.

Historical Context: The Rise of the Sporty Sedan

The early 2000s saw a burgeoning interest in sporty, yet practical, sedans. Manufacturers were
competing to offer the best balance of performance, comfort, and technology. The 2004 Acura TL
manual, with its sharp styling, potent engine, and engaging driving dynamics, was a key player in
this competitive landscape. It represented Acura's commitment to offering a refined driving
experience that rivaled European counterparts, while maintaining the reliability associated with the
Honda brand. The manual transmission option, increasingly rare in modern luxury sedans, further
cemented its appeal to driving enthusiasts who valued the direct connection and control it offered.

Performance and Handling: The 2004 Acura TL Manual's
Driving Experience

The heart of the 2004 Acura TL manual is its 3.2L VTEC V6 engine. This engine, known for its
smooth power delivery and high-revving capabilities, produced a respectable amount of horsepower
and torque for its time. Coupled with the responsive six-speed manual gearbox, the 2004 Acura TL
manual delivered an exhilarating driving experience. The precise shift action and well-weighted
clutch pedal contributed to its engaging nature. The suspension, tuned for a balance of comfort and
handling, provided a nimble and controlled ride, allowing for confident cornering.

Technology and Features: Ahead of its Time?

While not brimming with the advanced driver-assistance systems found in modern vehicles, the 2004
Acura TL manual featured several noteworthy technological advancements for its era. Features like
a premium sound system, climate control, and sophisticated safety features like side airbags were



considered relatively advanced at the time. The inclusion of these features, combined with the car's
overall performance, helped position it as a competitive offering in its segment.

Reliability and Maintenance: The Long-Term Perspective

Acura, being a part of the Honda family, is generally known for producing reliable vehicles. The
2004 Acura TL manual, while not immune to potential issues, generally boasts a good reputation for
reliability. However, like any older vehicle, regular maintenance is crucial. Common maintenance
items include oil changes, timing belt replacement (if applicable), and brake pad replacements.
Regular servicing and addressing any issues promptly can significantly extend the lifespan and
maintain the value of your 2004 Acura TL manual.

The 2004 Acura TL Manual in the Current Market

In today's used car market, the 2004 Acura TL manual holds a unique position. While not as readily
available as some other used vehicles, it remains a desirable option for enthusiasts seeking a well-
engineered, relatively affordable sporty sedan with a manual transmission. Its relatively low price
point, combined with its engaging driving dynamics, makes it an attractive proposition for buyers on
a budget. However, potential buyers should be aware of the age of the vehicle and conduct a
thorough inspection before purchase to assess its condition and identify any potential issues.

Conclusion: A Lasting Legacy

The 2004 Acura TL manual represents a significant chapter in Acura's history and the evolution of
the sporty sedan. Its blend of performance, technology, and reliability made it a compelling option in
its time, and its enduring appeal continues to attract enthusiasts today. While it may lack some of
the modern conveniences and safety features of newer vehicles, its engaging driving dynamics and
relative affordability make it a worthwhile option for those seeking a classic driving experience.

Publisher: Auto Enthusiast Magazine, a reputable automotive publication with a history of providing
in-depth analyses and reviews of various vehicles, including a strong focus on performance and
classic cars. Their authority comes from their long-standing reputation in the automotive media
industry and their team of experienced automotive journalists.

Editor: Sarah Chen, seasoned automotive journalist with over 15 years of experience in the industry,
specializing in vehicle reviews and market analysis. Her deep understanding of the automotive
market and her background in mechanical engineering add credibility to the article's technical
assessments.

FAQs:

1. What is the fuel economy of the 2004 Acura TL manual? Fuel economy will vary depending on
driving conditions, but expect around 17-20 MPG combined.



1. What are the common problems associated with the 2004 Acura TL manual? Common issues
can include transmission issues, electrical problems, and potential suspension wear.

1. How much does a used 2004 Acura TL manual typically cost? The price varies significantly
based on condition, mileage, and location but expect prices to range from a few thousand
dollars to upwards of $10,000.

1. Is the 2004 Acura TL manual a good first car? While a fun car, its age and potential
maintenance needs might not make it ideal for a first-time car owner.

1. What kind of insurance rates can I expect for a 2004 Acura TL manual? Insurance rates will
vary based on your driving record, location, and insurance provider.

1. Are parts for the 2004 Acura TL manual readily available? Many parts are readily available,
thanks to its Honda heritage, but some specialized parts might require more searching.

1. How does the 2004 Acura TL manual compare to its competitors from the same era? It
favorably compares to competitors like the BMW 3-Series and Infiniti G35, offering strong
performance and reliability at a potentially lower price.

1. Is the 2004 Acura TL manual a good car for modification? Yes, it's a relatively popular platform
for modifications, offering a range of aftermarket parts.

1. What is the typical lifespan of a 2004 Acura TL manual with proper maintenance? With proper
maintenance, you could reasonably expect to extend its lifespan well beyond 200,000 miles.
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Lemon-Aid guides steer the confused and anxious buyer through the economic meltdown unlike any
other car-and-truck books on the market. U.S. automakers are suddenly awash in profits, and South
Koreans and Europeans have gained market shares, while Honda, Nissan, and Toyota have curtailed
production following the 2011 tsunami in Japan. Shortages of Japanese new cars and supplier
disruptions will likely push used car prices through the roof well into 2012, so what should a savvy
buyer do? The all-new Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 2012-2013 has the answers, including:
More vehicles rated, with some redesigned models that don’t perform as well as previous iterations
downrated. More roof crash-worthiness ratings along with an expanded cross-border shopping
guide. A revised summary of safety- and performance-related defects that are likely to affect rated
models. More helpful websites listed in the appendix as well as an updated list of the best and worst
beaters on the market. More secret warranties taken from automaker internal service bulletins and
memos than ever.

04 acura tl manual: Popular Mechanics , 2003-10 Popular Mechanics inspires, instructs and
influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.

04 acura tl manual: Automobile , 2003-05

04 acura tl manual: Condé Nast's Traveler , 2005

04 acura tl manual: Car and Driver, 2007

04 acura tl manual: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 2003-12 The most trustworthy source of
information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money management, home ownership




and many other personal finance topics.

04 acura tl manual: New Car Buying Guide Consumer Reports (Firm), 2006-06 This essential
guide offers all the tools necessary to negotiate for the best price, including reliability ratings,
profiles, and crash-test results for more than 210 new car models.

04 acura tl manual: Ward's Automotive Yearbook , 2004 Includes advertising matter.

04 acura tl manual: Business Week , 2004

04 acura tl manual: Consumer Reports Consumer Reports, 2007-01-23 Now you can get the
wisdom of one full year of Consumer Reports in one place. We've assembled all twelve 2006 issues of
Consumer Reports magazine and put them in a single bound collection. Consumer Reports magazine
is the source you can trust for ratings and recommendations of consumer products and services.
Whether you're buying a car, a TV, or a new cell phone plan, our unbiased reports will help you get
the best value for your money.
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Buying a car can be a smart idea - a car loses the lion's share of its value when it is driven off the
new car lot, so why let someone else take that loss? But buyer beware: A used car is likely to need
more repairs and may come with a short warranty or none at all. In addition, used cars may lack the
latest safety features. That is why it is so important for consumers to do extensive research so they
can avoid all of the potential pitfalls of buying a used car. The auto experts at Consumer Reports
have done the work for you and have compiled their extensive research and report their findings into
the 2007 edition of USED CAR BUYING GUIDE. This fabulous tool will help steer any consumer who
is in the market for a used car towards the better-performing and more reliable used car models and
away from those models with a troubled past or substandard performance. Before consumers set
foot on a used car lot, they should read all the valuable information provided in this book so they can
be armed with as much information as possible and the knowledge to make an educated choice.
Consumer Reports knows cars and offers the most detailed and revealing used car reliability
information available anywhere including: - Unbiased reviews of every major model from 1999 -
2006- Lists of the best and worst used vehicles and how to avoid a lemon - A checklist of what to look
for when inspecting a used car- Best used cars for gas mileage- Tips on negotiating the best
priceReliability, recalls and crash test information- Making sense of safety information -How to get
the most money when trading in your current car The majority of this book is devoted to the profiles
of 264 cars, minivans, SUVs and trucks, presenting all major 1999-2006 models. Each profile
contains a photo from the representative year, a write-up of the vehicle, reliability history, crash-test
data, and the model years when key safety gear was added and when a major redesign was made.

04 acura tl manual: The Car Hacker's Handbook Craig Smith, 2016-03-01 Modern cars are
more computerized than ever. Infotainment and navigation systems, Wi-Fi, automatic software
updates, and other innovations aim to make driving more convenient. But vehicle technologies
haven't kept pace with today’s more hostile security environment, leaving millions vulnerable to
attack. The Car Hacker’s Handbook will give you a deeper understanding of the computer systems
and embedded software in modern vehicles. It begins by examining vulnerabilities and providing
detailed explanations of communications over the CAN bus and between devices and systems. Then,
once you have an understanding of a vehicle’s communication network, you’ll learn how to intercept
data and perform specific hacks to track vehicles, unlock doors, glitch engines, flood communication,
and more. With a focus on low-cost, open source hacking tools such as Metasploit, Wireshark, Kayak,
can-utils, and ChipWhisperer, The Car Hacker’s Handbook will show you how to: -Build an accurate
threat model for your vehicle -Reverse engineer the CAN bus to fake engine signals -Exploit
vulnerabilities in diagnostic and data-logging systems -Hack the ECU and other firmware and
embedded systems -Feed exploits through infotainment and vehicle-to-vehicle communication
systems -Override factory settings with performance-tuning techniques -Build physical and virtual
test benches to try out exploits safely If you're curious about automotive security and have the urge
to hack a two-ton computer, make The Car Hacker’s Handbook your first stop.
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information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money management, home ownership
and many other personal finance topics.

04 acura tl manual: Fundamentals of Programming in SAS James Blum, Jonathan Duggins,
2019-07-27 Unlock the essentials of SAS programming! Fundamentals of Programming in SAS: A
Case Studies Approach gives a complete introduction to SAS programming. Perfect for students,
novice SAS users, and programmers studying for their Base SAS certification, this book covers all
the basics, including: working with data creating visualizations data validation good programming
practices Experienced programmers know that real-world scenarios require practical solutions.
Designed for use in the classroom and for self-guided learners, this book takes a novel approach to
learning SAS programming by following a single case study throughout the text and circling back to
previous concepts to reinforce material. Readers will benefit from the variety of exercises, including
both multiple choice questions and in-depth case studies. Additional case studies are also provided
online for extra practice. This approach mirrors the way good SAS programmers develop their
skills—through hands-on work with an eye toward developing the knowledge necessary to tackle
more difficult tasks. After reading this book, you will gain the skills and confidence to take on larger
challenges with the power of SAS.
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influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
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breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.

04 acura tl manual: New Car Buying Guide 2005 Consumer Reports (Firm), 2005-05-31 'Since
its first auto test fifty years ago, Consumer Reports has become the No. 1 source that car buyers
turn to when buying a new or used vehicle.' -USA Today Consumer Reports is the definitive authority
on unbiased automotive ratings. As stated in USA Today, 'more than 40% of car shoppers use
Consumer Reports for information......That makes Consumer Reports the biggest single source of
information car buyers use.' This latest edition of the New Car Buying Guide provides information on
more than 210 new car models available in the 2005 car year. This essential guide offers all the tools
necessary to negotiate the best price for the best car, including: - The most comprehensive reliability
ratings available, based on Consumer Reports' Annual Questionnaire - Five steps to getting the best
price - Profiles on more than 220 cars, SUVs, minivans, and recommended vehicles in 15 categories -
Crash-test results and key safety features - A guide to auto information on the Internet.

04 acura tl manual: Consumer Guide 2005 Cars Consumer Guide Editors Consumer Guide
Editors, Consumer Guide, 2005-02 Updated for 2005, this guide contains authoritative evaluations of
more than 150 new 2005-model of cars, minivans, and sport-utility vehicles. Includes shopping tips
and the latest retail and dealer-invoice prices to guide readers to the best new-car deals. Original.

04 acura tl manual: Vehicle Dynamics Reza N. Jazar, 2013-11-19 This textbook is appropriate
for senior undergraduate and first year graduate students in mechanical and automotive
engineering. The contents in this book are presented at a theoretical-practical level. It explains
vehicle dynamics concepts in detail, concentrating on their practical use. Related theorems and
formal proofs are provided, as are real-life applications. Students, researchers and practicing
engineers alike will appreciate the user-friendly presentation of a wealth of topics, most notably
steering, handling, ride, and related components. This book also: Illustrates all key concepts with
examples Includes exercises for each chapter Covers front, rear, and four wheel steering systems, as
well as the advantages and disadvantages of different steering schemes Includes an emphasis on
design throughout the text, which provides a practical, hands-on approach
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04 acura tl manual: Speed Secrets Ross Bentley, 1998-08-13 Shave lap times or find a faster



line through your favorite set of S-curves with professional race driver Ross Bentley as he shows you
the quickest line from apex to apex! With tips and commentary from current race drivers, Bentley
covers the vital techniques of speed, from visualizing lines to interpreting tire temps to put you in
front of the pack. Includes discussion of practice techniques, chassis set-up, and working with your
pit chief.
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04 acura tl manual: 101 Projects for Your Porsche Boxster Wayne R. Dempsey, 2011-01-08
Since its introduction in 1997, the Porsche Boxster has earned a reputation as one of the world’s
greatest sports cars, as well as a huge, loyal following of devoted drivers. This book is aimed at those
owners of Boxsters who want to improve their machines while avoiding thousands of dollars in
mechanic’s costs. Clearly and simply written, with straightforward illustrations, this manual offers
101 projects to help you modify, maintain, and enhance your Porsche. Focusing on the 986 and 987
Boxster models, 101 Projects for Your Porsche Boxster presents all the necessary information,
associated costs, and pitfalls to avoid when performing a wide array of projects. In a word, it makes
owning a Porsche Boxster an unqualified thrill.

04 acura tl manual: Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 2011-2012 Phil Edmonston,
2011-04-25 As Toyota skids into an ocean of problems and uncertainty continues in the U.S.
automotive industry, Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 20112012 shows buyers how to pick the
cheapest and most reliable vehicles from the past 30 years. Lemon-Aid guides are unlike any other
car and truck books on the market. Phil Edmonston, Canada’s automotive Dr. Phil for 40 years, pulls
no punches. Like five books in one, Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks is an expos of car scams and
gas consumption lies; a do-it-yourself service manual; an independent guide that covers beaters,
lemons, and collectibles; an archive of secret service bulletins granting free repairs; and a legal
primer that even lawyers cant beat! Phil delivers the goods on free fixes for Chrysler, Ford, and GM
engine, transmission, brake, and paint defects; lets you know about Corvette and Mustang tops that
fly off; gives the lowdown on Honda, Hyundai, and Toyota engines and transmissions; and provides
the latest information on computer module glitches.
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